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JACK BENNY’S $40,000 A WEEK 





lnter-Faith and Inter-Racial Body To 
Scan Radio-Pix-Press on Stereotypes | 


A move is on foot to weld together? 
50 minority organizations represent- 
ing some 40,000,000 Americans in a | 
permanent front to act as corrective | 
democratic force in radio, films, the | 
fegit stage, Newspapers and all other 
média of expression. The _ initial | 
fiver will be confined to the air- | 
waves, but the avowed intention of 
the American Jewish Committee, 
Wational Assn. for the Advancement 
of the Colored People and the Coun- | 
cil for Democracy, chief backers of 
the proposea drive, is to broaden its 
scope, once successfully launched. 

Contending that the media are not 
meeting their critical responsibilities 
during a crucial period, the organ- 
izing committee is now sending in- 
vitations to unions, religious groups, 
liberal political organizations and 
professional units to huddle on the 
“proposal. A permanent organizer | 
“who'll have a full-time salaried job | 
is to be named this week and his 
pay check, besides other expenses, 
have been guaranteed by a pledge 
of the NAACP to subsidize the cam- 
paign. All organizations joining in 
the move will be asked later to con- 
tribute to the war chest. 


Organizing committee which 
(Continued on page 54) 


KIDNAPERS, SCARED BY 
NEWSCAST, SURRENDER 


Oklahoma City, Feb. 18. | 

How a KOMA newscast brought | 
about the surrender of four kid- | 
napers. and prevented a_ possible | 
murder has stirred considerable com- | 
ment here. 


- Willie. Kelly, of Oklahoma City. 
and a telephone girl had been kid- | 
naped by two Chicago gangsters and | 
two local hoodlums. They were 
taken to’a cabin near the city, where | 
Kelly was severely beaten and 
where the gangsters, according to} 
Kelly, deeided to murdér the pair. 
Then KOMA’s 12:30 p.m. news pro- 
gram entered the picture. 

The gansters listened to the 
broadcast, which accurately de- | 
ppribed the kidnapers and revealed 
that~a statewide alarm had been 

unded. 


The gangsters held a conference | 

; tesult. of the broadcast, then | 
Mecided to call the Sheriff's office 
@nd surrender, pleading they'd been 
9h an all- -night drinking party. They 
Surrendered, and gave up their 
prisoners, but were charged with 
Kidnaping, 


Kelly phoned KOMA to thank the | 
Station. 


has 











Strawhat on a Spree 


A strawhat With a nitery hookup 
8 Barney Josephson’s idea for Cafe | 
Society Out-of-Town at Suffern, | 

Y. -in conjunction with Gus 
Schirmer, Jr. 


The operator of Cafe Society 
wntown and Uptown, in Manhat- 
tan. has also dabbled in legit back- { 

ing and production, 


; the lads, 


| was 
| priority 
| from 
| aged. 


| trucks each. 
| furnishings were left intact, and one 


| it 





Delinquents Say Crime 


> 


| 


th 
D OIG-NAME PULL 


Shift of drawing power in theatres 
from bands to personalities has put 














Pic Gave "Em Ideas | an entirely different complexion on 


St. Louis, Feb. 18, 

“San Quentin,” pic that last week 
played the 5,000-seat Fox theatre in 
midtown, received a_ black 
locally when three juves, captured | 
by cops after committing six store | 
burglaries, Said they “got 
from the flicker, 

Iti was the second crime spree for 
two of whom are 13 and 


the other 12, within a month, 


Sheet Music Biz 


In Best Shape Of 
The Past Year 


Sheet music sales have increased 
so well the past couple of weeks that 


‘the musie publishing business at the 


moment is in better shape than it 
has been for almost a year. 

What has publishers and jobbers 
hopped up is that instead of a “one 
song” or “two song” biz, there are 
now six to eight tunes selling in 
goodly quantities, followed closely 
by four or five more, This hasn’t 
happened in months. For too long the | 
first and second sengs on bestseller 
lists were doing all the business, the 

(Continued on page 48) 





Buys Theatre, Transports 
It 148 Miles in N. D.. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 
When Francis Dalbec, Wing, N. D., 
wanted a theatre for his town, but 
stymied because governmental 
regulations prevented him 
building. he wasn't discour- 


He heard of a theatre for sale at 
Souris, N. D., 148 miles distant from 
Wing. 


The 
and 


building was sawed in 
the halves mounted on two 
Seats, equipment and 


of- North Dakota’s 
vans was under way. 
were consumed in getting the thea- 


strangest cara- 


tre to Wing over dirt roads, hill and 


snow. . When it arrived, however, 
was 
gether 

Now 


Sourts 


Groucho As ‘Fred Fisher’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


and Set up on a vacant lot. 


is left out in the cold. 





| 
| 


eye |" 


ideas” | 








| 


He bought the house and , 
| moved it to Wing. 
half | 


Twelve days | 


the salary situation. Caught short 
by the public shift to headliners, the 
bookels are now paying previously 
heard of salaries in efforts to get 
|top names to get back to personal 
appearances. 


Realization that top salaries are 
zooming beyend anything ever paid 
in the history of the theatre is seen 
with the Jack Benny booking at the 
Roxy, N. Y., currently in the works. 
Benny heading a layout including 
Rochester, Sportsmen quartet and 
Phil Harris, reportedly will get the 
record-breaking $40,000 plus over- 
ages on a gross of $135,000. Benny is 
also booked for the Chicago theatre, 
Chi., for week starting May 9. 

This would be the highest theatre 
salary ever paid out, but some per- 
sonalities have done nearly as well 
in percentage deals. Dick Haymeés, 
for example was able to draw over 
$35.000 at the RKO theatre, Boston, 
while Danny Kaye was able to get a 
percentage deal at the Chicago thea- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Met Opera Album 
To Columbia Disks 


Meiropoliian Opera Assn. of N. Y. 
signed five-year 
lumbia 
(Tues. ) 
from the Met stage, 
| in Met or U. S. opera history, Re- 
cordings will start this season, with 
| Mc yzart’s “Marriage of Figaro” as 
| likely first choice. Diskings will be 
made at special sessions, without | 
audiences, with Met's stars, chorus | 
and orch used, under Metopera 
presentation. 

Contract is believed to be a great 
move in 





Recording Co. 


(Continued on page 54) 


contract with Co-| 
yesterday | 
to record complete operas | 
for the first time ! 





AF ATE KEY Miami Crowded With Vacationers, 


But Nightclubs, Shops Just Ain't 





| Seek to Fix Vaude 
Dates for Graziano 


Rocky Graziano, whos _ been 
barred by the N. Y, Boxing Com- 
mision for one year as an aftermath 
of an attempted fight-fix, will try 
to compensate for his loss of income 
with a few vatsie dates. 

Fighter is submittec 
Jerry Rosen, 
expecting to get) $10,000 weekly. 
High figure is being asked in an at- 
tempt to get guarantee and percent- 
age deals. 


_ 


New Ticket-Taker 
Would Be Death 
To B.0. Larceny 


A new box for ticket-taking that'll 
mean sudden death to the collusive 
monkey business of dishonest house 
managers, doormen and cashiers and 
will prove a multi-million dollar an- 
nual boon for exhibs has been in- 
vented. In the opinion of circuit 
owners who've examined the new 
gadget, the box is practically fool- 
proof, and once installed, will act as 
such a psychological barrier to the 
easy-money boys that 99° of all 

(Continued on page 54) 


Metro ‘Dickering To 
Film FDR’s Career 


Metro is negotiating with members 
| of the family of Franklin D. Roose- 
'velt to film the life of the late 
President, 


by 


being 





who’s asking (but isn’t | 











| which publishes 
| and getting $500 from national.ad- 
with understanding that | vertisers 


By LARRY SOLLOWAY 


Feb. 18 
but the 


Miami, 

The town is crowded, 
teries and shops aren’t. 

Which about sums up the season 
for the bonifaces and storekeepers 
who have probably spent more and 
taken in less, than at any time in 
this glitter coast’s history. Only a 
few can look to an in-the-black take 
come Tropical Park’s closing in 
April. And some will have closed 
long before that. Where the answer 
lies is a® moot question, 

Florida Supper Club Assn. mem- 
bers, after investing in the highest- 
budgeted shows in nitery history, 
find practically every charity or- 
ganization in the country flocking 
here to get in on what looked like 
the last resort for big money. Top- 
per came for the cafe owners when 
they found their high-priced acts 
participating in as many as 10 “free” 
affairs, all of them advertised. in 
one week. The association clamped 
down, with just a certain few al- 
lowed to continue, And those or- 
ganizations allowed to do so switched 
their affairs to the confines of the 
clubs themselves. so that the oper- 
ators might be able to make some 
money. 

Second, and season-long com- 
plaint, was that hotels, which were 
doing more than all right, were 

(Continued on page 54) 
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RICHARD’ OPENS DOOR 


TO ADVERTISING PAYOFF 


Current “Open the Door, Richard!” 
adaptation for national advertising is 
establishing a precedent for Tin Pan 
Alley. Arnold Shaw, for Lou Levy, 
prez of Leeds Music and Duchess 
Music Co. (latter is the BMI affiliate 
“Richard!” ) is asking 
is 


whenever the phrase 


| compensation will be paid to those | employed, just as if it were a syn- 


| supplying material from which the 


we would be made. 


Action comes following objections | over 
furthering the cause of | by Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt to scenes | again, 
| opera and music in America. Here-| of FDR as portrayed by 


Godfrey | 
\ (Continued on page 48) 


chronization 


right. in a picture. 
When used as a comic catchphrase 
the air it’s something else 
comparable in a large meas- 
ure to the blanket ASCAP-BMI li- 
(Continued on page 2) 
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undamaged and then put to- | 


Wing has a film theatre—but 


Gfoucho Marx will portray Fred | 


Fisher. top songwriter 
decades ago. 
be directed by 
release. 
Picture is to be Groucho’s 
‘straight dramatic role. 


of several | 
in a film biography to | 
Al Green for indie ; 


first | 


Of 


The Hour 


Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 


and Choir 
Conducted by 


Phil Spitainy 


Sundays, 4:30 p.- 
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H'wood Should Learn From Bway And 
Dare to Experiment—E. 6. Robinson 





Hollywood 
from Broadway in making possible 
experimental pictures, just as legit 
players and craftsmen have recently 
made possible the establishment of 
an experimental theatre in New 
York. That’s the opinion of Edward 
G. Robinson, who returned east last 
Friday (14) after having spent 
several weeks in Manhattan during 
January in connection with opening 
of “The Red House,” in which he is 
partnered as a producer with Sol 
Lesser. 

“There is a great need on. the| 
Coast.” Robinson declared, “for de- | 
velopment of new ideas and new 
techniques in picture-making. How- 
ever, the economics of the situation 
are such that it isn’t feasible for any 
one studio or producer to embark 
on the making of experimental pic- 
tures. Costs are so high that it be- 
comes prohibitive to take a chance 
on a loss of such magnitude.” 

Solution, as the player-producer 
sees it, is for Hollywood artists and 
crafts to cooperate in strictly ex- 
perimental ventures at low cost. | 
This would require changes in guild 
and uniom rules to make it possible | 
for normally high-paid directors, | 
writers, and actors to work for free 
and the craftsmen and technicians 
to work for far below their usual 
scale. Everyone involved would be 
invited to present novel ideas. These 
would be thrashed out by a com- 
mittee representing the entire com- 
pany and the workable novelties 
would be used in the production. 

Cant Always Benefit 

If the resultant picture turned out 
useless commercially, Robinson said, 
not much eoin would be lost and 
the film could at least be made 
available to other Hollywoodians so 
that they might learn from seeing 
the mistakes and might get some 
adaptable ideas from them. If the 
picture should prove successful box- 
office-wise, arrangements could be 
made for its release and the income 
plowed back to finance other ex- 
perimentation. 

Robinson's scheme is in many 
respects similar to that inaugurated 
a few weeks ago by legit guilds and 
unions in cooperation with the 
American National Theatre & 
Academy. Aided by funds contrib- 
uted by various theatrical groups, 
Experimental Theatre is putting on 
in a small midtown theatre a series 
of plays figured to be unlikely of 
commercial success, but offering 
opportunity for experimentation 








should take a cue? 


| obtaining 
| others are actively soliciting patron- 





that high Broadway costs make im- 
possible. 

Robinson isn’t too optimistic that 
his idea will be picked up by fellow- 
pixites. “Too few people in Holly- 
wood are willing to experiment,” 
he declared, “because they’re doing 
too well commercially as it is. They 
won't stir themselves from their soft 
berths, despite the evident need for 


experimentation and development 


to keep films fresh and exciting. 
Holywoot's hardly like Broadway, 
where money isn't so easy and a lot 
of hungry people are willing to try 
anything to make their mark.”* 


BRITISH SHOWBIZ GETS 
BLITZED BY BLIZZARDS 


London, Feb. 18. 

With Engiand’s coal famine 
stretching into its second week with- 
out any sign of abatement, .most film 
laboratories have been forced to 
to close, thereby preventing any 
printing or delivery of new films 
to cinema houses. Most studios, how- 
ever, are still working including 
Denham, Pinewood, British National, 
Ealing and Islington with Gainsbor- 
ough due to resume Friday (20). 

Holdup is unlikely to cause great 
losses and may involve around two 
pictures. Talk is current of tight- 
ening up dollar expenditures by 
cutting out some American product 
consistent with keeping theatres go- 
ing. But there is no cause for im- 
mediate alarm as Britain will not be 
self-supporting in matter of provid- 
ing sufficient films for years. 

Legit business in London is better 
in most cases than last week. Black- 
out and fuel cut are not hindering 
legit because the public is finding 
theatres warmer than their homes. 
Motion picture theatres, off since 
first of the year, are even worse now 
with most houses suffering from lack 
of heat. General depression and 
blackout are playing havoc with the 
nitery business. 





In the outlying areas, snow bliz-4 


(Continued op page.407"" 
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Eva Tanguay’s Will 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Eva Tanguary’s will was filed in 
probate court yesterday* (Monday) 
and evaluated at $2,000. 
Following her death Jan, 11, its 
value was estimated at only $500. 





Hotels’ War Boom Over; 
Hostelries Now Hustling 
Biz as in Pre-War Era 


Return of competition in the hotel | 
industry, after the protracted SRO | 
signs of the boom war years, and 
again the inn managements are re- 








sorting to varied gimmicks to bring 
in trade. The Maria Kramer chain, | 
operating the Edison and Lincoln | 
hotels, N. Y., is again sending out | 
credit cards. Some hotels are now 
writing to varied organizations and 
business firms offering dispatch in 
accommodations, and 


age by varied means. 

Since the beginning of the year, 
hotel patronage has declined consid- 
erably. It’s now possible to call up 
most hotels and get a room without 
bribing the clerk, or resorting to 
chicanery. All that’s necessary is to 
sign the register. 

Plight of the hotelmen was openly 
announced when the lift in OPA 
ceilings on transient accommoda- | 
tions was made this week. Some 
hostels declared that declining 
patronage coupied with rising ex- 
penses made price incréases man- 
datory. Many inns are not jacking 
up prices, but others, particularly in 
the commercial hotel class, have 
hiked tariffs as high as 90% in 
suites. The Great Northern hotel, 
N. Y., upped $5 suites to $9 daily. 
How long the hotel increases will 
remain in,effect in the face of dwin- 
dling patronage remains to be seen. 
The buying slump throughout the 
country is said to be in a great 
measure responsible for the decline 
in hotel revenue. Buyers are making 
trips with lesser frequency and 
won't be until the summer. Hotel- 


a two-year absence with a one pic- 
ture deal set at Paramount, which 
inked the actress quietly. 


inasmuch as actress known to have 
nixed several offers from indies for 
as much as $200,000 for one film 
with additional percentage of profits. 


er, of Ottawa, is the figure skating 
champ of the world, 
nounced Sunday (16) at Stockholm, 
Sweden, where the competition took 
place. 
parking on her doorstep, some claim- 
ing a Sonja Henie-type career is in 
store for her. 


women skaters from seven countries. 
Her victory was as conclusive as that 
she won last month in the European 
championships at 
land, Eight of the nine judges placed 
Miss Scott first place. 








244TH WEEK ! | 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“lve never laughed so loud, Ken 
Murray is sensational.” 


TYRONE POWER. 


JEAN ARTHUR'S 1-PIC 
DEAL AT PARAMOUNT 


Wednesday, February 19, 1947 


Hollywood's Private Morals Stir 
Execs Already on Censorship Hook 








Hollywood, Feb. r7. 
Jean Arthur returns to films after 


Deal is.believed to be plenty hefty, 





Predict Henie-Style B.O. 
For New Skating Champ 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 
Barbara Ann Scott, 18 and a look- 


it was an- 


Hollywood scouts are already 
Miss Scott defeated 21 of the top 


Davos, Switzer- 


iand hats, hardly misses a show. 











men anticipaité a pickup in June 
when the vacation season starts, 


Meredith, Goddard 
Plan Legit for Eire 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Burgess Meredith and his wife, 
Paulette Goddard, will invade Ire- 
land next summer to co-star at the 
Gaiety theatre, Dublin, in a play, 
still untitled, by John Steinbeck. 
Couple will leave for London 
March 7 to make a picture for Sir 
Alexander Korda, after which they 
will take over the Dublin assign- 
ment. 


Harpo Marx With USO 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Harpo Marx heads a USO-Camp 
Shows troupe on a tour of Army 
hospitals, with stops in El Paso, San 
Antonio and Tucson. 
Company, traveling under auspices 








mittes, includes Harry Ruby, Mary 
Perrine and Christopher King. 


My Favorite Story 
Buddy De Sylva 


There's the one about the old 
colored woman who slipped on 
an icy pavement and landed on 
the usual upholstered spot. She 
picked herself up, shook a re- 
proachful finger at the ice on the 
sidewalk and said, “July will 
get you!” 

Bill Halligan 


A New York playwright, sick 
of Hollywood, sent in his resig- 
nation. The producer sent for 
him: and tried to get him to 
change his mind. The playwright 
told the producer he was going 
back to New York to write a 
play. 

“But you can’t make any 
money writing for the stage,” 
the producer told him. “Take 
your last play. How much money 
did that make?” 





RIS, 000,” said the writer with 
pr in, = 
> “teem ducer. 
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of the Hollywood Coordinating Com- | 


‘Richard’ Opens the 
Memory Door 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 








With everybody on the radio 
banging .on the door and musically 
yelling “Open the Door Richard,” it 
opened my memorty door and I re- 
called the time the late great min- 
strel, Bert Swor, sang a popular 
song, over 35 years ago, called 
“Hanna Wont You Open That 
Door?” Odd thing about it is that 
he treated it the same way then 
that they are doing now with 
“Richard.” He sang the song while 
walking up and down in front of 
a ‘set door’ and in between the 
chorus did a monolog telling what 
he would do if she didn’t open that 
door. 


Doubt very much if the writers 
of “Richard” ever even: heard of 
Hanna who locked out her man over 
35 years ago. But I did find out why 
Richard wouldn't open the door— 
he was a Harvard man and the door 
had a Yale Lock! 








‘Richard’ 


ee, Continued from page 1 


censes by radio for all music works. 
Franklin Simon, Ruppert’s beer, 
scarf and dress manufacturers and 
others have been taking “Open the 
Door” licenses from the music pub- 
lisher. Heretofore, particularly for 
straight and ad purposes, it was a 
“courtesy” permission, on theory of 
it’s a plug both ways. Shaw now tales 
the position that “if it’s a plug, why 
pick on the currently reigning hit; 
give us a plug on some song where 
we need the exploitation.” Another 
new wrinkle that’s evolved from this 
trading of plugs is a continuing deal 
where, for a lesser current fee for 
hits like “Open the Door,” the man- 
ufacturer of the dress accessories 
will utilize a forthcoming Leeds title 
where he might want the plug. 
Even within the trade, two ads in 
last week's Vanierr—both Metro and 
Warner Bros.—used the “Richard!” 
catchphrase for exploitation, eaeh 





obviously unbeknownst to the other. 


Goulding the Songwriter 

Edmund Goulding, 20th-Fox direc- 
tor, is taking a serious fling at song- 
writing with initial publication of 
two of his works by Schirmer. Num- 
bers are semi-classical ballads with 
lyrics and music by Goulding. 

What isn’t generally known is that 
Goulding has taken a hand in writ- 
ing musical scores for pictures he’s 


directed but has not allowed fact to | 


be indicated in credits. Only excep- 
tion is Feist’s current publication of 
“Mam’selle” Goulding’s 
“Razor’s Edge,” with lyric by Mack 
Gordon. 





Women’s Fashions 
‘Again the Magical 
Lure In Gay Paree 


By LUCETTE CARON 
Paris, Feb. 10. 

Back and forth between the Place 
Vendome and the Champs Elysees, | 
journalists and buyers rush between | 
Chiaparelli, Molyneux, Paquin, then 
to Lelong, Balenciaga or Patou, try- 
ing to form an idea on the new trend 
of Paris clothes. The old magic of 
Paris has attracted clothes-con- 
scious people from every part of 
the world—England, South America, 
Egypt, Scandinavia. Doris Duke, 


theme to | 


a industry execs, 
faced with censorship squa 
such pix as “The Outlaw” pr “Del 
in -the Sun,” are becoming inerea.. 
ingly disturbed over the rising tide 
of censure. directed by religions 
groups against the divorce rate and 
private morals of the Hollywood ij, 
| colony. However, they’re at a cons. 
| plete loss -at what to do about this 
aspect of Hollywood since there's no 
production code to govern wen 
lives of actors. 

Sample of what the execs are | 
| against is severe attack launched 


Currentiy 





Privat. 


three prominent religious leaders of 
| the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
pate against Hollywood's “promis. 
cuous sensuality and positive glori- 
| fication of adultery.” Writing in q 
| forthcoming issue of the fan mag 
Motion Picture, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ful- 
ton J. Sheen, Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick and Dr. Sidney E. Goldstein 
jointly call for an immediate end to 
“the . force of multiple divorces 
among movie stars in order to pre- 
vent the complete breakdown of the 
American home.” 

Msgr. Sheen asseris, “If Holly. 
wood stars are going to accept the 
homage that goes with stardom. they 
must also accept the moral respon- 
sibilities that go with that home 
age.” Clergymen also warn that uns 
less drastic corrective steps are 
taken immediately, Hollywood wil] 
be largely responsible for a disaster 








Carmel Snow of Harper’s Bazaar, 
Bettina Wilson and Louise Harry | 
Hopkins are among the representa- | 
tives of America. 

There is plenty of glamour in| 
these shows—‘collections” as they 
are called. Champagne, music, beau- 
tiful models . . . the evening per- 
formances have all the pre-war for- 
mality, and the audience is as elegant 
as the “mannequins.” Lady Diana 
Duff Cooper, England’s Ambas- 
sadress, wearing spectacular dresses 


Simplicity Is The Trend 

The new feature is simplicity. No 
more “poufs,” enormous bows and 
heavy drapes. The lines are more 
natural. Most of last year’s ridiculous 
details have entirely disappeared. 
There is more subtlety in the drapes, 
less exaggeration in the flounces and 
ruffles. The hats, big and small, at 
last are becoming. 

Hundreds of navy blue afternoon 
dresses piped with white, some 
pleated, some straight, some slightly 
draped, are worn with little white 
hats and veils. That is the Lanvin 
specialty. The skirts are only an inch 
or two longer than they used to be. 

Black afternoon dress and formal 
“after five o'clock” suits are also 
slightly longer. They have long tight 
sleeves, or short sleeves with long 
gloves. Hand-made embroidery or 
jet sequins glamourize the bodice or 
lapels. They are topped by multi- 
colored flowered hats or huge flat 
cartwheels with side width. There 
are also many long dresscoats tightly 
nipped in at the waist.* E 

As for evening @resses, there is a 
mixture of the stem-like, tight, long 
frocks with beautifully embroidered 
short jackets, or huge crinolines in 
the most gorgeous Lyon fabrics. 
Every dress looks like an old paint- 
ing or a debutante’s dream. 

There is no set rule in anything: 
when you walk out of Lelong, you 
decide to shorten your jacket, and 
then after seeing Balanciaga, you 
wonder how you will manage to 
lengthen it. 

American Influence 

Several French couturiers have 
been to America recently, and it 
shows in some of their ideas. Many 
of the playsuits and beach dresses 
seem to come straight from Cali- 
fornia. “Little girl” dresses and 
sports dresses have a Fifth Avenue 
look. The big gap that existed be- 
tween the two countries shortly 
after the war has disappeared. Every 
dress shown at “Molyneux’s could be 
worn by a smart American woman 
without attracting any attention. 
Lelong, Lanvin, Rochas and Balmain 
are also very conservative. 

But this could not be said about 
Schiaparelli. This year her theme 
is “Forest and Farmyard”—wood 
prints, pichic cottons, Bird’s nest hats 
(complete with birds and eggs) 
perch on the head above jackets 
“shaped” with crinoline or ruched 
ribbon, Tight little capes over the 
shoulders, narrow skirts—no woman 





“a thousand times worse than Nag- 
asaki and Hiroshima.” 


SHOW BIZ STRONGLY 
BACKING NCCJ DRIVE 


With launching of National Broth- 
erhood Week over last weekend 
(16-17) by National Conference of 
Christian and Jews, show business 
initiated an industry-wide sponsored 
drive in behalf of tolerance and ob- 
jectives of the NCCJ. 

Participating in the $2,000,000 
fund-raising campaign announced by 
NCCJ president Dr. Everett R. 
Clinchy, indie exhibs and circuit 
owners across the country have be- 
gun to chip in sizable donations to 
fill the motion picture industry 
quota. In addition, over 9,000 thea- 
tre-owners and managers are form- 
ing nucleus groups of 10 or more 
neighborhood leaders to combat 
prejudice in their neighborhoods. 

Screening of David O. Selaznick's 
special short on tolerance has also 
been booked into over 9,000 theatres 
for duration of Brotherhood Week. 
In radio, a series of special pro- 
grams, forums, interviews, dramatic 
shows and spot announcements have 
been scheduled for airing on both 
the major networks and local sta- 
tions. ‘ 

Selznick and Spyros P. Skouras 
are acting as co-chairmen of the mo- 
tion picture committee for the drive. 
Edward Noble, American Broadcast- 
ing Co. prez, is chairman of the ra- 
dio group; Wilbur Forrest of the 
newspaper section; John Farrar of 
the magazine section. 

Cinema Lodge, B’nai Brith is pay- 
ing tributé to columnist Dorothy Kil- 
gallen for promoting inter-racial 
brotherhood at special luncheon 
Tuesday (25) at Hote! Astor. Jim 
Farley will present scroll. 








and evening, cleverly wrapped 
around long tight dresses, unex: 
pected colors. He is inspired by the 
various “ballets.” His dresses are #l! 
spectacular and will be perfect o” 
the stage or for the films—a little 
too extreme for street wear. Fat 
had a contract for Hollywood, bt 
a bad auto accident prevented h 
leaving. He says he will go shortl’. 
He and Hollywood are sure to have 
a wonderful time! 
Hats and Vivien Leigh : 
Hats are very small or very b'é 
for formal occasions. Mostly asy™- 
metrical, they try to cover the right 
ear, but they are always “off the 
face,” baring the brow and wor 
with fine veils. Spring flowers bloom 
everywhere. Straw and “Crin,— a 
new horsehair fabric that looks like 
stiff organdy and comes in all colors, 
are the most popular materials. The 
flim “Mrs, Miniver” (the latest 
American picture imported 
Paris!!..) inspired many milliners, 
and the famous Mrs. Miniver Bert 
bage” rose is featured on many —— 
Vivien Leigh has bought three ha" 





could be unnoticed in a Schiaparelli 
outfit. 








Jacques Fath’s “collection” is 


He launches hundreds of brave new 


here this week: a small crownles* 
| model in red and white candy as, 9° 
‘silk, a big floral chintz picture 


: aiust 
probably the most popular as a show. | and a black cartwheel with velve 


‘bands and two bunches of violets 


ideas—new lengths for sports, day nestling under the brim. 
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N. Y. Film Ad Censorship Bill Looks 
Certain to Pass; 





Ed Fay’s 50th Anni Fete 


Golden testimonial dinner to Ed- 
ward M. Fay is being prepped by 
the Independent Exhibitors of 
Rhode Island in the Sheraton-Bilt- 
more hotel, Providence, May 5. Fay 
is being feted as the dean of show- 
men in the state. Committee set up 
to promote the napkin-tucking is 
seeking a c@pacity attendance of 600 
by stage personalities and film execs 
from both the east and the Coast. 

Ducats are tagged at $10 each. 


Selznick Setting Up 
Physical Distribution 
Of ‘Duel’ for 100 Dates 


With “Duel in the Sun” slated to 
open more than 100 engagements 

















PHIL AMIGONE and 
JACK GROOD present 


GEORGE GIVOT 


Held Over at the 
CHEZ AMI CAFE 
in Buffalo, New York 

















Dual Motto 


Motion Picture Foundation, 
now being. set up, will have a 
double motto incorporated into 
its insignia. It will read: “To 
Light the Way—To Lighten the 
Way.” 

“To Light the Way” covers the 
“basic projects of the Founda- 
tion in the field of research, 
science and education,” while 
“To Lighten the Way” expresses 
plan of the MPF to aid those in- 
dustryites, former industryites 
and their families who are sick, 
aged or destitute. 

Since light is basic to al) films, 
insignia will carry the slogans 
against a background of a shaft 
of light from ,a projector or 
camera. 








Frcs snc enna nem ae TE ERT IS 


| years saw pic house matinee sessions 
given | hypoed into standing-room-only biz 


| starting next Monday (24), Selznick 
| Releasing Organization hopes to 
lconclude long-delayed negotiations 
before the end of this week for an 


Cold Wave Ups 


| outfit to handle physical distribu- 
at ition of the prints. Alternate plans | 
eVe | 


are being laid, however, in the event | 


'no deal is set. 

In latter case, prints will be put 
on reels at the Technicolor plant on 
the Coast and shipped directly from 


3 : there to theatres. Some prints will 
pala geri Bae d pysdoeer ep pean a }also be stored and shipped from the 
alin | studio. . 
on long been an established | If any engagements should end be- 


fact here that only rainy, cloudy or fore a distribution organization is 


cold weather helps theatres to com- | S¢t; SRO has laic out a scheme for 
pete with the sun in drawing mati- | *’pping from one house to the next 
nee biz. Evenings, especially during — making inspections of the film 
the season, has always been in the |'" the theatres. = 
turnaway class. | Meantime, negotiations continue 

Most of the bigger Beach hotels |0" @ New York showcase, with the 
have heating systems of some kind, Rivoli still leading the possibilities, 
a factor which helped keep them in | >vt Loew's Capitol now also a pos- 
the hostelries of an evening, with | sibility, since a flock of top Metro 
rhumba bands on hand for dancing | Product coming up has been grooved 
indoors militating further against | into the Music Hall. 


Miami, Feb. 18. 


Most acute cold wave to hit in 





be made by the MPF before the 
$10,000,000 is at hand unless a very 
special situation should arise neces- 
sitating an emergency expenditure. 

A number of major companies, 
circuits and wealthy industryites al- 
ready have earmarked large contri- 
butions to the Foundation, so it is 
not anticipated that there will be 
great difficulty in achieving the 
initial sum. General public will not 
be solicited, It is hoped that via 
bequests in wills, memorial funds, 
etc., that the fund will be greatly 











Fund in 2 Y 
Raise Its $10,000,000 Fund in 2 Years 
papers for the Motion Picture Foun- 
movth or so to get the. industry- Martin Mooney has inked a deal 
trades will be asked to get together ganized B picture units on the lot. 
national board of trustees. It is hoped | profits in addition to his straight sal- 
tion type. 
Before the board can meet, distribs | 
change areas and name 10 more, ~ 
Sales Conv. Winds Up 
board. 
000,000 fund on the income of which ee 20th-Fox winds up today (Wed- 
will take two years. No grants will | J. Kupper scheduled to discuss new | 
~~ | decree with the 75 division, district | 
over distribution, and general coun- | 
line of the general operation of | 
over to huddles on 20th’s roster of 
product. Skouras also gave the sales 
Darryl F. Zanuck and exec pro- 
day detailed the exploitation cam- 
Divisional sales managers, includ- | 
remain in New York tomorrow 
and Kupper. William C. Gehring, 
convalescing from a recent major 
BIG BUILDER-UPPER 
increased in future years. Foundation | ...).. manager of 20th-Fox and now 
administer bequests for such special take charge of the giant sales cam- 
Filing of the incorporation papers | This is believed to be the first time 
kicking around the industry for/|, single reissue. 
a meeting of some 75 film execs/ hope it can amass a $2,500,000 gross 


4 PICTURES 
Motion Picture Foundation Hopes To 
With filing in the District of* 
Columbia last week of incorporation Mooney’s B’s for Col, 
dation, meetings will be called in all 
exchange cities within the next Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
jf ‘ay. All| With Columbia which sets him at the 
wae weitere fend. yates abe = head of the fifth of the newly-or- 
exhibs, distribs and execs in allied 
: ' iki Mooney will produce six films an- 
in each of the 31 exchange areas; “OU'S? | nares : “a 
and elect one of their number to the | @lly, with participation in the | 
to hold the first meeting of the full | *'Y- Films will be of the exploita 
board by mid-May. 
in New York must elect 10 trustees, ’ 
who will meet the 31 from the ex- | 20th-Fox 8 Ist Postwar 
trustees at large. This will make 51 | 
members as total composition of the | T 
Initial task of the trustees will be | 3-Day N. Y. Mee! oday 
to devise ways of amassing the $10,- First postwar national sales meet 
the Foundation will begin operation. | nesday) at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
It is expected that raising the coin | with general sales manager William 
\sales pelicies under the antitrust | 
land branch managers and home-| 
office reps. Tom J. Connors, veepee | 
jsel John F. Caskey opened the, 
séssions Monday (17) with an out- 
20th under the decree. 
Yesterday's meeting was 
20 pix for 1947, with prexy Spyros 
Skouras outlining the forthcoming 
managers ‘an outline of his recent 
Coast huddles with production chief 
ducer Joseph M. Schenck. Charlie 
Schlaifer, 20th ad-pub chief, yester- 
paigns already set up for the season's 
products, 
ing Andy Smith, Herman Wobber 
and Harry Ballance are slated to 
(Thursday) and Friday for home- 
office huddles with Skouras, Connors 
central division sales manager, was 
unable to attend the meet, since he’s 
operation at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn. 
FOR BERLIN'S REISSUE 
Herman Wobber, former general 
is incorporated so it cam accept) it; Coast sales chief, is being called 
donations for its major fund or can into the company’s homeoffice to 
industry welfare projects as the |paign 20th is putting behind the re- 
donor specifies. issue of “Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” 
last week brought into being a5 a/ciuch a high-ranking exec has been 
legal entity an idea that has been given the specific task of handling 
many years. The idea was put oe Wobber’s assignment to the tem- 
concrete form last December wit porary duty is evidence of Fox's 
from all over the country in New| for “Alex,” as against the $2,000,000 
Orleans, Steering committee was set | 


r : | the film got in its first time around 
up at that time to set the works / jy 1938. Reissue will be given a 
in motion for drawing up coi porate | $500,000 advertising - publicity - ex - 
papers and by-laws. | pleitation campaign with all the 
They were actually, compiled by | force 20th puts into a top new pic- 
Louis Novins, attorney and aide to ture. 
Barney Balaban, Paramount prexy, Wobber outlined the special han- 
under instructions and supervision of |dling to be given “Alex” at the 
the steering committee, which con- | opening day’s session of 20th’s na- 
sists of Balaban, chairman: Fred | tional sales conference in N. Y. Mon- 
Wehrenberg, H. A. Poole, Si Fabian, |day (17). He revealed the film would 
Leonard Goldenson, Tom Connors,|preem at the Roxy, N. Y., 20th’s 


Ted Gamble, Charles (Chick) Lewis, | principal showcase, and that Charles 


Sam Pinanski, Ed Zorn. Kar] Hob- |Skouras’ National theatres had prom 
litzelle and E. V. Richards, Jr. |ised at least 100 day-and-date open- 
Meeting was held Friday (14) by | ings on the Coast, with at least 50 
Goldenson with the tradepress in | houses in the Los Angeles territory 
New York on plotting a campaign to |@)one. All houses will be linked via 
familiarize the industry with the full-page newspaper advertising on 
Foundation prior to the area con- ‘he film. 
claves to elect trustees. 





some 30 familiar tunes by 


Irving 
Berlin. stars Tyrone Power, 


Deal by Transatlantic Pictures 
(director Alfred Hitchcock and Brit- Faye and Don Ameche and features 
ish theatre owner Sidney Bernstein) Ethel Merman and Jack Haley. It’s 
with Ingrid Bergman was formally |a show biz (Berlin) cavalcade of the 
inked last week. following a verbal | years 1911 to 1937. 
agreement that has existed for the 
past year. Pact calls for femme star 
to appear in the indie unit's produc- | 
tion of “Under Capricorn” in Eng- 
Jand next spring. 


Auer Back to Rep. 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

John Auer returns to the Republic 
lot as a producer with “Crime Pas- 
Initial pic by Transaltantic will be | sionelle” as his first job, starting 
“Rope.” which will be filmed in) March 15. 
Hollywood as soon as Hitchcock fin-| Auer will double as director, with 
ishes his current direction chore on John Carroll and Vera Ralston as co- 
David O. Seiznick’s “Paradine Case.” | 


Wobber has set a sliding scale ar- | 
; rangement for the film on the Coast | 


HITCHCOCK-BERNSTEIN | ic™Aies" wit “pravaviy"B"%e- 
as d ake ‘ . ar an 
PACT INGRID TO PIC <r sori Fim, with's meaicy or. 


Alice | 


tourists going out. But duliness of | Legion of Decency, which viewed 
afternoon hotel life during incle- | “Duel in the Sun” almost two weeks 
ment weather has always led to | 2&0, has made no decision yet on the 
|hypoing of pic matinee biz in no | Selznicks picture’s acceptability. L. of 
|uncertain grosees, balancing off, in| D. reviewers were asked to send 
| this cold wave instance, any drop in | their opinions in writing to the or- 
the night trade. In outlying second- | &@mizatuion s headquarters and the re- 
showing sectors, however, both| Plies are still being compiled, 
afternoon and evening shows during | spokesman said Monday (17). 

the cold spell, saw top grosses for L. of D. ganderers’ opinions are 
j all. | generally compiled and a classifica- 
| On a seasonal basis, all pic houses | tion placed on a film within a few 








have been experiencing top biz, no | days. Length of time being taken for 
matter what the attraction; for this | decision on “Duel,” it was declared 
| season there are plenty of tourists | by the spokesman, justified the con- 
lin town, but they’re just not going | clusion that there was more than the 
| for the high-priced niteries. Instead, | usual difference of opinion among the 
they flock to the filmeries, and the | 0.0.¢rs and some difficulty was being 
popular-priced cafeterias nearby. It | experienced in coming to a decision. 
all adds up to pre-war conditions, Meantime, the pic will open more 
|when the pic purveyors did more | than 100 engagements in Texas and 
than okay. Last season and the war | California within the next few weeks 
years were good but due to these with ‘prints that have been trim- 
| special prices for men in uniform, med in accordance with recommen- 


, the grosses didn’t add up to any- dations of Catholic groups on the 
thing near this year’s. Coast. 


Answer to it all lies in announce- 
ments recently made that both chain . "nh 
outfits. Wometco and Paramount and | DeMille S$ 21 Fete 
Cecil B. deMille will be feted to- 
_day (19) by Paramount at a lunch- 


| several indies are going to build . 
new houses for coming seasons. 
,eon attended by company toppers 
| and the trade press in the 21 Club. 


FOR ONCE COASTITES Sta ine tase press tne 21 Ca 
YEN THAT N.Y. CHILL | testimony before the ashe: hees 


Relations Committee, has been put 


| through a round of appearances and 
testimonials. 














| David O. Selznick is expected in 
|New York within the next few 
| weeks to 0.0. production activities 


Show Biz Asleep 


y, ’ 

Failure of the film industry ang 
civil liberties groups to mobilize 
against extension of censorship in 
the Condon bill before the New Yor, 
legislature makes its passage a cer. 
tainty. Typifying the lack of opposi- 
tion despite expressed intentions to 
fight censorship, State Senator wi). 
liam Condon’s proposa! passed today 
without trouble by the senate ang 
now goes to Governor Thomas F 
Dewey for OK. It extends the power 
of the Motion Picture Division, State 
Education Dept., to. revoke a film 
license where any advertising is op. 
scene, inhuman or sacrilegious. 

Condon bill is an outgrowth of 
“The Outlaw” case in which the 
Board of Regents determined that 
the law, as presently drawn, grants 
the board revocation powers applic- 
able only to banners, posters, eic. 
I: was substituted for the Malcolm 
Wilson bill which unanimously 
passed the assembly last night 
(Mon.) without debate. Samuel Kap- 
lan, American Labor Party rep, had 
moved to strike out the bill but with- 
drew his objection following per- 
sonal explanation by Wilson 

Wilson has told Vaaguery that he is 
| pushing passage of the law on “high 
| moral grounds” and cited an editor- 
ial in The Evangelist, Albany Dio- 
cesan publication, to support his 
stance. 

Protest of New York City Coun- 
cilman Eugene P. Connolly that the 
| bill is “evil in principle and a dan- 
ger throughout to freedom of speech 
and a free press” has had little or no 
effect with the legislature. Connolly 
jhas introduced an ordnance with 
|the city council which would bar 
|N. Y. License Commissioner Ben- 
jamin Fielding from clamping down 
on films or plays without a pre- 
liminary jury conviction for ob- 
scenity. “The principle contained in 
this bill that we must censor a pic- 
ture not because of its content, but 
on account of the way it is puffed 
up in advertising, is likewise a radi- 
cal departure from the existing de- 
sirable standards.” 


M’W’KEE CITY FATHERS 
BAN ‘OUTLAW’ AGAIN 


Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 

Milwaukee aldermen have ordered 
“Outlaw” to be pulled on the threat 
of revoking the Towne theatre's li- 
cense. House today is dark. 

Aldermen’s notice is the upshot of 
continuous agitation, which began 
when the picture came quietly into 
the new Towne theatre Thursday 
(13) with only a day’s notice, and 
police and Catholic church immedi- 
ately became interested. 

At the first showing, at 9 a.m., five 
;members of the police depariment 
were in the audience, on orders of 
Police Chief John Polcyn. They 
submitied written reports of “in- 
sufficient evidence” to start prosecu- 
tion. 

Catholics of the community were 
asked to avoid seeing “The Outlaw” 
and to refuse to patronize the Towne 
theatre even after other films re- 
place “The Outlaw” there. A state- 
ment of the Legion of Decency was 
read from the pulpit of every Cath- 
olic church in Milwaukee, according 
to Rev. Joseph J. Heim, Milwaukee 
archdiocesan director of the legion. 


v 




















{on “Portrait of Jenny,” which is be- , 
ing shot in the east. Stars Jennifer | 
; Jones and Joseph Cotten, and the 





L. A, to NV, 


: Sidney G. Alexander Clyde Eckhardt Lou Nova 
ea te ioe eee sg eg - | Richard Ballerino Sol Hurok Eli Oberstein 
| a week. £0 Cecil Bark : 
|in one day of shooting on Central) |... Bei John J. Jones Hal Roach 


Joan Barton 
Stephan Bekassy 
Carrol! Carroll 
Janis Carter 
Walter Craig 
Diana Douglas 


| Park ice before the weather turned | 


| warm and sent them into filming 
alternate park scenes. 

One or two more days of ice are 
needed, with the Selznickites hoping | 
the weather will turn favorable for | 
the shooting before they leave. 

Terry Donoghue, former New | 
York newspaperman, has been. 
named unit publicity man fcr “Jen- | 
nie.” He was on the N. Y. Journal- 
| American and News and did pub- | 
'licity for Loew’s State and at the | 
Loew's h.o. j 


' 


Oscar F. 


Ted Baumfeld 
Lowell Calvert 
Dane Clark 
Harvey Day 
Sam Dembow, Jr. 
Ned E. Depinet 


Phoebe 





Henry Ephron John Lu 
— — Kermeth 
Bolton on ‘Easter Parade’ —_ 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. me 


' ‘ 
| Guy Bolton has been assigned to ey 


Lynn Jones 
Roscoe Karns 
Bela Lugosi 
David Loew 
Frank McCarthy 


Harry Gold 
June Havoc 
John Joseph 
Marna Kennealy 
Harry Kosiner 


Maud Lamy 


Cuward G. Robinson 
(ale Storm 

' avidson Taylor 
Hiarry Thomas 
Richard F. Walsh 
Neu e 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Don McElwaine 
Robert Mitchum 
George Raftery 
Budd Rogers 
Harold Ross 
Deems Taylor 

nd David E. Weshner 
MacKenna 


to N. Y. 


Ephron 


Terence Rattigan 


prepare story for Metro’s projected Son Gusta oe Aastie Mitchell Murray Silverstone 
i|Technicolor musical, “Easte: 

Parade,” with score by Irving Ber- 

Bee | N. Y. to Europe 


| Berlin is writing seven or eight | 
new numbers for the picture which | 


j will also include several of his oldies. | Jack Cohn 


Jock Lawrence 
South America to N. Y. 
David O'Malley 
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PICTURES 








MPTOA’s First Exhibit Forum in N.Y. 
March 10-11 Due for Crucial Test 


Initial exhibitor meeting set for? 
(N.Y.) will thresh out whether the | 


industry forum idea, promoted by the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, is to take permanent root 
and, if so, its scope and organization, 
Herman Levy, MPTOA general 
counsel, said this week, While ex- 
hibs, alone, have been invited to the 
first crosstable huddles, major com- 


pany reps will be asked to appear 
at subsequent confabs if the idea 
takes, Levy declared, 


Up to the moment, American 
Theatres Assn., Independent Theatre 
Owners of America and Southern 
California Theatre Owners Assn. 
have accepted the invitation, Other 
orgs asked to put in an appearance 
but still unheard from are National 
Allied States, Southern Confederacy 
of Theatre Owners and the Confer- 
ence of Independent Exhibitor 
Assns. Pacific Coast Conference of 
Theatre Owners Assn. has nixed its 
appearance on the ground that such 
action should await a final decision 
of the Supreme Court in the anti- 
trust action, 


Little likelihood of attendance by 
Allied or the CIEA is seen since 
Abram Myers, Allied’s general coun- 
sel, has sounded off against the plan 
as premature. Myers took that ac- 
tion even before receiving MPTOA’s 
invite and that’s the last heard from 
the organization by MPTOA toppers. 

Si Fabian, ATA’s prexy, Robert 
Coyne, executive secretary, and pos- 
sibly Ted Gamble, board chairman, 
will put in their appearance for 
ATA. Paul Williams, general coun- 
sel for SCTOA, and Harry Vinnicoff 
will rep SCTOA, MPTOA plans to 
have Fred Wehrenberg, prexy, and 


Levy as delegates with three more 
members yet to be named by 
Wehrenberg. 





Hedy Lamarr’s ‘Ecstasy’ 
Film Score Involved In 
$40,720 Worth of Tunes 


Climaxing almost three years of 
litigation, Samuel Cummins’ Foreign 
& Domestic Music Corp, has been 
awarded $18,000 in’ damages from 
Habran, Inc., operator of the Gaiety 
theatre, N. Y. and $22,720 from film 
distributor Michael M. Wyngate, Inc., 
for illegal use of four songs in the 
picture “Ecstasy” released by Wyn- 
gate and exhibited at the Gaiety 
from July 3-Sept. 4, 1943. Judgment 
was filed against the defendants in 
N.Y. federal court Jan. 29. 

Granting F & D Music an inter- 
locutory judgement against Habran 
and Wyngate on March 27, 1946, 
Federal Judge Nevin appointed Sid- 
ney Kocin as special master to fix 
damages on the songs which in- 
cluded “Oh, Play Tzigani,” “Lost in 
Ecstasy,” “What Do Gypsies Dream” 
(“Down the Gypsy Trail”) and 
“Love Awakens in the Spring.” Ko- 
cin placed a value of $10 for each 
performance of the songs. Since it 
was determined that the picture was 
played five times a day for the pe- 
riod in question, the total found 
against Habran came to $18,000 
while Wyngate was held separately 


(Continued on page 21) 


UA To Distrib Yordan 
And Frenke’s ‘Macbeth’ 


United Artists’ board, at its meet- 
ing last week, okayed the making of 
deal with United California Produc- 
tions (Philip Yordan and Eugene 
Frenke) for release of one pic, “Joe 
Macbeth,” a modernized version of 
the Shakespeare classic. While con- 
tract is not finalized, basic terms of 
the one-pic arrangement have been 
agreed on, 





In keeping with UA’s recent policy | 


of lifting fees, particularly where 
Only a single film is involved in a 
deal, Yordan and Frenke are paying 
27'44% for domestic distribution, 
with higher fees in overseas terri- 
tories. 
have been at 25%. 


Most of the recent UA deals | 





Plenty of Film 

Apparently facing no product 
shortage and quite possibly 
causing one, Sunset theatre on 
125th Street in New York’s Har- 
lem plays triple feature bills 
with thrice weekly program 
changes. Last weekend’s films 
were “Plainsman and the Lady” 


(Rep), ““‘Texas Panhandle (Col) 
and “Cowboy Millionaire” 
(20th). 


Block away West End theatre 
is also committed to the same 
policy, and marquees a daily 
change of fare. Last Friday 
(14) pix were “Breakfast in 
Hollywood” (UA), “Here’s Flash 
Casey” (GN) and “Mesquite 
Buckaroo” (indie), 


Open Competition 
Hits Par Affiliates 
Even on Own Pix 


Chief problem, and a knotty one, 
currently being thrashed out at Par- 
amount’s huddles with a number of 
its theatre partners in Florida is how | 
the company will treat with its thea- 
tre partners under. decree selling. 
While others of the Big Five, because 
of Section IV of the decree, can deal 
with their own houses in any man- 
ner whatsoever, Par’s status is pe- 
culiar because its partnership hold- 
ings are so extensive. 

Consequently, Par’s partners have 
fretted since the decree was inked 
because they now face open compe- 
tition on the company’s strong prod- 
uct. One of the chief inducing fac- 
tors for many of the deals which 
brought Par into the picture as a 
partner was the equivalent to a per- 
manent franchise on its pix lineup. 
That's decree-banned now, and, since 
the company has less than a 95% 


(Continued on page 21) 


BERGE QUITS D. OF J, 
BORKIN SUCCESSOR? 


Washington, Feb. 18. 


Assistant U. S. Attorney Wendell 
Berge, in charge of the anti-trust di- 
vision of the Department of Justice, 
which has three important pending 
motion picture eases, resigned last 
weekend, effective May 1. There was 
no indication that this would in any 
way effect the pending appeals in 
the Schine and Griffith theatre cases 
wand in the big New York anti-trust 
suit. 

Berge formerly served in the anti- 
trust division under Thurman W. 
Arnold during whose term as as- 
sistant attorney general the suits 
were first begun. He will become a 
partner of a New York and Wash- 
ington law firm to be known as 
Posner, Berge, Fox & Arent. Joseph 
Borkin, former economist and at- 
torney for the anti-trust division, 
also shares offices with this partner- 
ship. 

Borkin is one of those who have 
been mentioned to gucceeed Berge. 
Others suggested for the post are 
James Kilday, head of the Justice 
Department transportation section; 
and Kenneth Kimble, who has been 
first assistant to Berge in the anti- 
trust division. 











| Curtiz Sets ‘Serenade’ 


oA Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


James M. Cain’s story, “Serenade,” 
will be the next Michael Curtiz pro- 











ing completion of his current task, 
“The Unsuspected.” Picture will be 
| made in Technicolor with Ann Sher- 
idan starring. 

| Yarn was bought by Warners sev- 
| eral years ago but held back for re- 
| writing to overcome objections by 
j the Johnston office. 


> 


jin his argument, 


duction for Warners release, follow- | 


SEARS WOULD SHEAR UA 





'SEZ PRODUCERS 
DONT NEED EN 


United Artists’ conclave on the 
Coast this week is an effort by dis- 





Beginning ... End, 





tribution topper Grad Sears to shake 
off a time-honored UA institution— 
the producer’s representative.. At- 
tending the meetings, along with the 
producers, will be the reps them- 
selves—there are some dozen of | 
them—who went to the Coast from | 
New York over the weekend to hear 
the plea for their own doom. 

Under the system of competitive 
bidding required by the recent court 
decree, Sears maintains that a pro- 
ducer’s rep is a needless appendage. 
Duty of the rep primarily is to 
scrutinize and okay or reject con- 
tracts obtained by the UA sales de- 
partment for his producer’s pictures. 
Under all UA releasing pacts, pro- 
ducer retains the right to have the 
final say on what deals should be ac- | 
cepted. 

Sears’ idea is that there will no} 
longer be any choice about deals. | 
Pic will be offered in a territory | 





all). Therefore, distribution chief | 
maintains, producers will have to| 
waive their contractual right of deal | 
approval. And if they waive that 
right, they don’t need the men in 
New York who do the approving. 
While Sears has one strong point | 
it doesn’t appear 


(Continued on page 19) 


Eagle-Lion and Rank Set 
Day-Date Release of Pix 
In America and Britain 


Highlighting the head start that | 
its tieup with the J. Arthur Rank 
organization gives it, Eagle-Lion has 





and it then becomes obligatory to | 
accept the highest bid (or none at} 


Here’s the most convincing 
proof to date of the way plane 
travel has made the worldwide 
film industry a “one world” af- 
fair: 

Hal Carleton, Metro’s ad-pub 
head for Australia and New 
Zealand, laid final exploitation 
plans for the Sydney preem of 
“Beginning or the End” tonight 
(Wednesday) as his last official 
act before leaving Australia for 
the U. S. last week. 

Traveling by air, Carleton ar- 
rived in N. Y4 Monday (17), 
His first official act here will be 
to attend the U. 8S. preem of “Be- 
ginning” in Washington tonight, 


Johnston Reviews 








And the U. S., Ete. 


Washington, Feb, 18. | 
The research division of Motion 
Picture Assn. will soon move to the | 
Washington building from New York, | 
Eric Johnston disclosed yesterday | 
(Mon). Unit, headed -by Robert | 
Chambers, will make special national | 
and international industry surveys, 
it was explained at a trade press 
luncheon at MPA , ate rae 
Other developments: 
Frank McCarthy, new MPA rep in | 
Paris, will be the industry spokes- | 
man at the International Trade Con- 





completed agreement with Rank for 
the simultaneous release of its 


U. S. and England, E-L prexy Arthur 
Krim said on his return from an 
extended Coast visit. Deal has its 
advantages because, ordinarily, 
Yank pix play off slowly in Britain 
as a consequence of a current pileup 
of backlog there, Krim added. Un- 
der the new pact, Rank is committed 
to gun E-L films in his 560 British 
houses, day-and-date, with their 
American preem regardless of prod- 
uct situation. 

Outlining E-L’s present produc- 
tion plans, Krim said that “Out of 
the Blue,” filmization of the Vera 
Caspary novel, will go before the 
cameras next week. “Love from a 
Stranger” follows “Blue” in the 
company schedule while “Captain 
Casanova,” with Arturo de Cordova 
and Turhan Bey, is set for March 
and “Clementine,” introducing 14- 
year old songstress Lois Butler, for 
April. 

Three other pix, “Kenny,” 
Valiant,” cartoon strip subject; and 
“Montana” 
filming after 
| Said. 


'U TO DISTRIB INDIE 
PRODUCTION BY SHAFF 


Universal over the weekend inked 
its first straight releasing deal to dis- 
tribute a picture made completely 


“Clementine,” Krim 





off the lot. Pact is with Monte Shaff, 
who will independently produce 
“Maneaters of Kumoan,” from the 


recent best-selling yarn by Jim Cor- 
| bett. Book, laid in India, was a 
Literary Guild selection last year. 
Shaff is trying to line up Stirling 
Hayden for the lead. He goes into 
production this spring and hopes to 





be ready for release by fall. He'll | 
provide his own financing. 
| Attorney Arnold Grant set the | 


' deal in New York. 


RKO Buys New Team 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
RKO signed Norman Panama and | 





Melvin Frank as a producer-writer | 
Blandings Builds His | 


team with “Mr. 


Dream House” as their first dual | 
| chore. 
Cary Grant and Myrna Loy will 


head the cast. 


are being readied for | 


ference which opens in Geneva | 


be Allen Dulles and Foster Dulles. | 
Johnston also will probably be in 
Geneva for a portion of the time. 
Johnston expressed opposition to} 
Government production of any films, 
insisting that was a function of pri- | 
vate industry. “We do not want the | 
Government running newspapers or 


(Continued on page 20) 


GRIERSON’S SEC’Y RAP 
BEHIND U. S. VISA NIX 





+ 


jished and he has no 





Montreal, Feb. 18. 


John Grierson, now in London for , 
a month doing a series of four ar-| 
ticles for the U, S. weekly, The Na-| 
tion, on relationship between the | 
American and British film industries, | 
has been refused a quota immigration | 
vitatothe U.S. Refusal was given by | 
American consulate in Montreal. | 


| 





from | Grierson was in U. S. on a short- | 3. -year contests, 
the Louis Bromfield novel: “Prince | t¢'™ visitor's permit and wanted a) previous awards in the competition, 


| permanent visa to ¢arry on work | 
there. 


While officials here refused to give , 
any information, a contributing angle | 
to the U. S. State Department's | 
clampdown may have been the fact | 
that his secretary, Freda Lipton, | 
when he was director of the Na-| 
tional Film Board, was involved in| 
the investigation of dissemination of | 
atomic information to the Russians 
by a group of Canadians. Grierson | 
| was never in any way connected | 
with these disclosures, however. 


‘See More Pine-Thomas | 


| Films Via Par This Yr. 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 








number of Pine-Thomas releases by 
Paramount is seen this year with 
six slated for distribution during the 
next six months. Need for action 
product accounts for the pushing of 
the schedule from one P-T film 
every other month to the new re- 
lease slate. 

Additional four films will prob- 
ably go out during 1947. “Adven- 
ture Island,” first P-T color film, is 
being rushed-to meet release de- 
| mands and three others will prob- 
jably go out to theatres goon. 








Likelihood of an increase in the | 


iin the 


Deal, announced with much fan- 
fare a few months ago, by which 


| Walter Wanger and Hal Roach were 


to rejoin the United Artists pro- 
ducers’ fold, has fallen through. It 
leaves Roach in a spot, since he has 
three pictures completed and await- 
ing release and a fourth almost fin- 
way of dis- 
tributing them. 

Planned association of the two 
producers with UA in a combina- 


ition deal came about following the 


distrib’s refusal to handle the 
streamlined features, running from 
45 to 55 minutes, that Roach was 
making. Wanger, on the other hand, 
had a deal with Ingrid Bergman, and 
UA was anxious to have him. 

As a result, Roach, whe controls 


a spacious studio, made an agree- 
| ment to share it with Wanger, pro- 
|vided Wanger could sell UA on 
making a combination deal to in- 


clude Roach in when he made his 
|distribution pact with UA. 
Actually, the deal was not far 


j|advanced when announcement was 


Gov t and Pix, Brit. 


|Since then, a number of stumbling 
| blocks 
| Wanger’s 


made that the two producers would 
rejoin UA and share Roach’s lot. 


have arisen in the way of 
closing the UA deal— 
which hasn’t particularly bothered 
him, since he also has a deal with 


'Universal for three pictures—and 


(Continued on page 21) 


1-Week’s Limited Dating 
| To Test British Film’s 
Morals by Ohio Censors 


Cleveland, Feb, 18. 
“Murder In Reverse,” Four Con- 
tinents’ release (British), has been 
hit by a novel ruling by the Ohio 





| April 8. Also present for MPA will | Board of Censors, limiting its play- 
American-produced films in the} 


ing time to one week only at the 
Lower Mall theatre. In quandary 
over whether film has an immoral 
theme, board is planning to review 
official approval for film after 
judging public reaction. 

Preliminary objection of censor- 
‘ship board was based upon fact that 
,the murderer in the picture is not 
seen to pay the penalty as usually 
demanded. Pic, however, has not met 
any bluenose obstacles in any other 
state although it is being released 
without the production code seal of 
the Motion Picture Assn. 


Metro Ups Prize Novel 
Coin to $150,000-$275,00 


Metro is upping the awards in its 
_ prize novel contest to a minimum of 
$150,000 and a maximum of $275,000, 
with a switch from annual to twice- 
starting in May. 





which M-G has been running for the 


|past three years, were $125,000. 
Publisher of the winning novel, as 
heretofore, will get $25,000 from 
Metro. 


To get the top $275,000 figure, a 
book raust win the Pulitzer prize. 
| That’s worth $25,000 to it. Ceiling 
otherwise is $250,000, which would 
include $25,000 for Book-of-the- 


| Month or Literary Guild selection 


-and 25¢ per copy bonus on each 
| book sold beyond 25,000. 

Initial contest under the new set- 
up starts May 12 and ends May 29. 
Second one will be in November, 


(Continued on page 21) 


MacKenna Back West 


Kenneth MacKenna, Metro studio 
editorial exec, who has been in New 





| York huddling with h.o. story de- 


partment toppers and talking with 


| publishers and writers, returns to the 


Coast at the end of this week. 
MacKenna took over his 
duties about a month ago 


new 
under 


| Voldemar Vetlugen, who is now in 


charge of the scenario department 
and administration of the story de- 
partment. MacKenna’s post is strictly 
realm of acquiring new 


properties. Vetlugen will handle 


j writers on the lot. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





The Beginning Or the 
End 


Meiro release of Samuel Marx production. 
Stars Brian Donlevy, Robert Walker; fea- 
tures Tom Drake, Beverly Tyler, Audrey 
Toiter, Hume Cronyn, Hurd Hattield, Joseph 
Calleia, Gedfrey Tearle, Victor Francen, 
Richard Haydn, Directed by Norman Tau- 
roy. Sereenplay, Frank Wead; original, 
Robert Considine; camera, Ray June, War- 
ren Newecomber, A. Arnold Gillespie, Donald 


Jabrus, Pete Ballbusch; editer, George 
Boemler; score, Daniele Amfitheatrof. 
‘Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 13, ‘47. Running 
time, 110 MINS, 


Maj.-Gen. Leslie R. Groves..Brian Donlevye+ 
Colonel Jeff Nixon..........Robert Walker 
Matt Ceehr@iis. .coccccscccccsccs Tom Drake 
Anne Cochran. Beverly Tyler 





Jean O'Leary TT: Audrey Totter 
Di J. Robert Oppenheimer Hume Cronyn | 
Dr. John Wyatt... ..Hurd Hatfield 
Dr. Enrico Fermi...........Joseph Calleia 
President Roosevelt........ -Gedfrey Tearle 
Dr Marre... vaee emeenan Victor Francen 
Dr. Chisholm........ .. Richard Haydn 
Dr. Vannevar bush........ Jonathan Hale 
KK. TF. Bei cd «crmengutersne John Litel | 
General Thomas F. Farrell..Henry O'Neill | 
Capt. Parsons, U.S.N. .Warner Anderson | 
Colonel Paul Tibbets, Jr ..Barry Nelson 
President Truman............ .Art Baker 
Dr. Albert Einstein........ Ludwig Stossel 
Dr. Haselé C. Urey. .cccse ss John Hamilton | 
Dr. James B. Conant...... Frank Ferguson | 
Dr. E. P. Wigner.........--Tom Stevenson | 
Dr. Lee Szilard.............John Gallaudet | 
Grace Tully..........-+seee--Nella Walker | 
Charlies G. Ross........0..<: Edward Earle | 
Dr. Arthur H,. Compton......Moroni Olsen 
Dr. Troyanmski...............Norman Lloyd 
Pilot ME TOE. 0 2064. qeevecse tus Jim Davis | 
Walter 8. Carpenter, Jr..Chas. Trowbridge | 
De, Wate Aes bewascessace Frank Wilcox 
General Brehon Somervell... ... Henry Hall 


Lieut.-Gen. W. D. Styer 
Quaker Scientist.... 


Paul Harvey 
cect cg - Larry Jekms 
.Robert Emmett Keane 


DP, MBM wes s<kces 

Dr. Ernest O. Lawrenee....... James Bush 
Citnie GRGOGE cc ccccccosecs Trevor Bardette 
Celonel John Lansdale....William Wright 
CG. De Tic ds 0 bdavutean amian O'Flynn 





“The Beginning Or the End” is a 
story of our times. It dramatizes— 
in the comfort of one’s favorite pic- 
ture theatre—all the blood and sweat 
and tears, all the travail and fight 
for our very lives which Hitlerism 
brought to all of us. It tells the saga 
of America’s one truly great secret 
weapon which not only turned the 
tide and won the war but, even now, 
is the crux of postwar power politics 
among the same Allies who were 
united in a common conquest of fas- 
cism. A moving unfolding of the top- 
secret story of World War II it’s a 
tip-top cinematic entertainment. It’s 
a credit of new proportions to the 
motion picture industry. 

“The Beginning Or the End” tells 
its portentous tale in broad strokes 
of masterful scripting and production 
which the most casual film fan will 
recognize as achieving a stature far 
beyond the average celluloid stand- 
ards. As the title tells it, the ficti- 
tious teime-capsule of the 25th cen- 
tury A.D. alone may fully unfold for 
our descendants of 500 years hence 
the answer to the wisdom of the 
atomic bomb. Whether this scientific 
splitting of the uranium atoms will 
work for good or evil ultimately is 
snes “which anly in the 

Sth century will know Sg 
as the fadeout title tells the auditor. 


The showmanship device utilized 


|motion picture industry. The full- 


| the 


| without becoming static. Yet, wisely, | 


| atoms. The closely guarded subcellar 
| laboratories, the evacuation of entire | 
| populations and developments 
|the northwest to the building of a} 


The cast is replete with real 
names. Dr. Oppenheimer, who head- 
ed the atomic scientists; Dr. Albert 
Einstein (well done by Ludwig 
Stossel), Dr. John Wyatt, Dr. Enrico 
Fermi, Dr. Marre, Dr. Vannever 
Bush, Dr. James B. Conant, Dr. Har- 
old C. Urey, Dr. Leo Szilard, Dr. 
Ernest O. Lawrence, General Brehon 
Somervell, Dr. Troyanski, Dr. E. P. 
Wigner, General Thomas F. Farrell, 
and other real-life savants and lead- 
ers in military affairs, give this film 
an aura of authenticity and special 
historical significance which must 
mark a step forward in the over-all 


front reenactment of FDR follows 
tradition of personating past 
presidents; President Truman is 
shown only in rear silhouet, in 
keeping with the tradition of not 
depicting any living Chief Executive. 

It's to the sum total credit of 
everybody concerned that the docu- | 
mentary values are sufficiently there | 





none of it was given the brushoff. 
Whatever the abracadabra with ohms 
and neutrons, there is a sufficiently 
faithful reenactment of the labora- 
tory excitement as the scientists 
stumble on one another in still an- 
other forward step in their explora- 
tion of the mystery and the magic of 
this new-found power from _ the 





| 
from | 
irom 


new wonder city around Oak Ridge, | 
Tenn., the experiments in Los Ala- 
mos, N. M., and all the rest of it are 
special tribute to the technical ad- 
visors who comprised Dr. H. T. Wen- 
sel, Dr. Edward T. Tomkins, Dr. Da- 
vid Hawkins, W. Branford Shank; 
and the military technical advisors, 
Col. William A. Consodine and Lt. 
Col. Charles W. Sweeney. Dr. Tom- 
kins, of the consulting scientists en- 
listed for technical advice, incident- 
ally, figures dramatically in this en- 
tire cinematic project, for it was 
his actress-pupil, Donna Reed, who 
helped motivate Metro into making 
this film. Miss Reed’s agent-husband, 
Tony Owen, gets formal credit in the 
titles for his “cooperation” in having 
called on producer Sam Marx and 
furthered the idea of “The Beginning 
Or the End.” 

Performance-wise the trouping im- 
parts a sense of realism beyond the 
average casting. The onlooker ab- 
sorbs the idea that if it weren't for 
the real-life counterparts of all the 
characters unfolded on the screen 
they might very well not be here 
to view this film as an American film 
company produced it; in truth, had 
the Germans won the race for the 
secret weapon we might have been 
Hiroshimaed instead. Thus Brian 
Donlevy’s performance as General 
Groves is highly impressive and that 
goes for the fictional integrations of 
the Robert Walker, Tom Drake, Bev- 
erly Tyler, Audrey Totter and other 
roles. Incidentally, Miss Totter im- 
resses as an s.a. blonde who should 








for the unspooling of this film 
matches its sum total effort. Picture 
tees off with a pseudo-News of the 
Day (John B. Kennedy commenta- 
ting) “news” clip, showing the bury- 
ing of a time capsule, not to be 
opened until 2446 A.D. In the time 
capsule is placed a motion picture 
film which records “The Beginning 
Or the End.” Thereafter is unfolded 


dollars 
two billions. The dar- 
diplomatic profligacy 
rently moved FDR to 


and possibly 
ing and the 
which 


— inston urchill in London, |. 
n 


viting the entire British scientific 
staff to come to America; the cour- 
age which inspired him to ask Con- 


their co-savants 
become a munitions project, hence 
the further Lh 
t 

world’s most terrifying and destruc- 
tive bomb)—these, and ether facets, 
are integrated into Sam 
Marx’s uction which Norman 
Taurig so expertly directed from a 
— Frank Wead-Bob Considine 
script. 


Integrated also is a thin but pleas- 
ant—and obviously necessary—love 
story embracing Drake and his bride, 
Beverly ler, and Robert Walker 
east © te Audrey Totter for a 

romance interest. 
Totter personates the real-life Jean 
O'Leary, Major-General Leslie R. 
Groves’ secretary, who was formally 
decorated by the U. S. Government 
fer keeping the top war secret. 

Brian Donlevy is capital as Gen. 
Groves, eclipsed only by Godfrey 
Tearle’s extraordinary personation 
of President Roosevelt. A brother of 
the late Conway Tearle, w.k. in films, 
Terle ineidentally makes his Holly- 


wend domet. sion. 9 sania | 





e€ projected to new heights by this. 
Tyler 





The Sin of Hareld 
Diddlebeck 


United Artists release of California Pic- 
Preston Sturges) 


J. E. Waggleberry..... 





«sees seeeceseeteccecess TOTDER Meyer 
Prof. Potetle..... sveccecceces. Victor Potel 
James B. Smoke...............Jack Norten 
Banker Bilacksten....... essecs Arther 
Bearded 


film boxoffices, and when the par- 
ticular brand of Lieyd slapstick is 
combined with the 
producer-director Preston Sturges, 
as in “The Sim of Harold Diddie- 
bock,” boxoffice in almost all situ- 
ations can be expected to do top biz. 

Lloyd has appeared in several pic- 
tures since the advent of sound. but 
“Diddlebock” is his first since “The 


Milky Way” (Paramount) in 1936. 
Attired in what t be the same 
strawhat and -rimmed 


that he wore in his early silent flick- 
ers, neither his person nor his com- 
edy has changed much—which should 
be enough fer any audience. As an 
added lure, has incorporated 


é Sturges 
Miss | into the first 10 minutes of the film 


“The which come- 
dian made back in 1923 and which 
should be a certain -mouth 
ars M 

riginal screenplay, which Sturges 
handled with his produtiion 
and d chores, pegs directly 
ente the “Freshman” sequence, 


which shows the now-famous 
stick football Early print hes 
been nicely and shows well 





Miniature Reviews 


“The Beginning Or The End” 
(M-G). Atomic bomb story de- 
serves and will get important 
boxoffice support. 

“The Sin ef Harold Didd- 
lebeck” (UA). Harold Lloyd's 
pic return in zany Preston 
Sturges production; top b.o. 

“The Farmer's Daughter” 
(RKO). Sock romantic comedy 
fare starring Joseph Cotten and 
Loretta Young. 

“Pursued” (WB). Second of 
U. S. Pictures adds up as strong 
period western fare slated for 
smart returns. 

“My Faverite Brunette” (Par). 
Familiar hot water treatment for 
Bob Hope, with Jaughs crowding 
the screen. Surefire b.o 

“Dangerous Venture” 
Not up to previous 
Cassidy caters. 
ern. 

“That Way With Women” 
(WB). Miidly amusing, for lesser 
situations. 

“Fear in the Night” (Par). 
Suspenseful melodrama with en- 


(UA), 
Hopalong 
Ordinary west- 


teriainment strength for dual 
bookings. 
“Seven Were Saved” (Par.) 


Okay melodrama framed around 
work of Air-Sea Rescue Service 
in the Pacific 

“The Reot of All Evil” (Gen- 
eral Film) (British - Made). 
Tired femme emancipation 
drama, sparked by Phyllis Cal- 
vert. Limited appeal. 

“Green Fingers” (Anglo- 
American) (British - made). 
Drama based on _ osteopathy; 
Suitable for dual situations. 

“Big Tewn” (Par). Program 
feature, based on the radio pro- 
gram of same title, lightweight 


entry. 
“School for Damger” (UA) 
(British-Made). RAF. made 


film on sabotage; good selling 
possibilities. 

“While the Sun _ Shines” 
(Pathe-British). Late Leslie 
Howard’s son’s pic debut; b.o. 
uncertain. 

“We Lived Threugh Buchen- 
wald” (Mage). Belgian-made 
documentary of the Nazi con- 
centration camp. 

“Befere Him AH Rome 
Trembled” (Superfilm). Woven 
around opera “Tosca,” Italian- 
made film’s appeal limited. 





femme football rooters and the 
slightly perky action the only throw- 
backs to the silent era. Lack of dia- 
log is ably replaced by an hilarious 
score and Lloyd’s ae should - 
ner just as many laughs in as 
they did 24 years ago. 

Film segues expertly from the 
“Freshman” footage to the new prod- 
uct, showing Raymond Walburn, as 


‘}an enthusiastic alumnus now head 


of a top ad agency, promising Lloyd 
a job for having won the game. 
Lloyd takes the job after graduation 
but is stuck immediately into a minor 
me ey ane niche, where he re- 
mains forgotten for 22 years. Wal- 
burn finally remembers him long 
to fire him—which is where 


starts, Lloyd, deep in the 

‘ bumps into a racetrack tout 
who talks him into having his first 
drink. With a load on, he parlays 
a 15-1 bet into several hundred G’s, 
throws his money around by buying 
m cab and a bankrupt circus 

and then wakes up to find he’s broke. 
In some zany slapstick, he sells the 
rofit and wins the 
of he’s 


if 


in 

= mgr — Vet vauder 
onlin, as his tout sidekick, 
makes his top impression in pix. Wal- 
burn also does well, and a deep bow 
is due the —— work of Frances 
nm as the seventh sister whom 

Lioyd finally wins. 

Production mountings are not too 
lush but are adequate for the picture. 
Robert Pittack’s camera work is 
good, and the music, under direction 
of Werner Richard Heymann, is tops. 

Stal. 


Schary’s RKO Initialer 


Hollywood, Feb, 18. 
Dory Sehary's first purchase since 
my Ep! the top preducer chere 
at is “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream Heuse.” 
Cary Grant and Myrna Loy wil 








on the screen, with cestumes of the 


co-star, starting in July. 
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The Farmer’s Daughter 


RKO release of Dore Schary production. 
Stars Loretta Young, Joseph Cotton, Ethel 
Barrymore; features Charles Bickford, Rosé 
Hobart, Rhys Williams. Directed by H. C. 
Potter. Screenplay, Allen Rivkin, Laura 
Kerr from play by Juhni Tervataa; camera, 


Milton Krasner: editor, Harry Marker. 
Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 17, ‘47. Running 
time, 86 MINS. 

Katrin Holstrom...........-. Loretta Young 
Glenm Morey... .-ccscsscesess Joseph Cotten 
Mra, Morley ......cccseeses Eikel Barrymore 
GU 6 65 60 ios 6h 6 ntes cece cad Chas. Bickford 
Ww ncewescedsébecdesecuss Rose Hobart 
Ns $b 6 odobeoee 606 0660 000 Rhys Williams 
CR. BuhWOR. . ccc cccccccoes: Harry Davenport 
PONE ial ca Wiis 000-6000 0dees sete Tom Powers 
Ward Hughes........... William Harrigan 
Rey GGUS cin 6 cc cedbocscced Lex Barker 
Se Harry Shannon 
Sven Holstrom...........0. Keith Andes 
Wilbur Johnson............. Thurston Hall 
> ic. I San eemhneses dbec cect Art Baker 
Kinar.... WErTrreriiirrir .Don Beddoe 
Peter Holstrem James Aurpess 
| Mrs. Holsirom.............Anna Q. Nilsson 








This is a brightly wrapped cellu- 
loid package that can’t miss at the 
boxoffice. With Joseph Cotton and 
Loretta Young as the top name play- 
ers set in a witty variation of the 
poor-girl-meets-rich-boy theme, “The 
Farmer's Daughter” rolls irresistibly 
along in the light romantic .comedy 
groove. 

Appearance of Ethel Barrymore 
and Charles Bickford in supporting 


quee voltage, and beyond that, the 
two vet thespers chip in a pair of 
sterling performances. One of the 


given to the story line which, with 
its rapidly glossed over liberal dem- 
ocratic shibboleths, will give patrons 
a right-minded feeling in _ their 
hearts without disturbing their brain 
too much. Except to the lunatic 
fringe, political philosophy espoused 
in the film is completely inoffensive 
and non-partisan. 

Loretta Young plays a Swedish 
country girl, complete with accent 
and rural garb who, upon coming to 
the big city, lands a second maid’s 
job in the mansion of Cotten and 
his mother, Miss Barrymore. Latter 
pair are well-intentioned leaders of 
the local political machine which is 
embroiled in a hot fight with the 
opposition over the election of a Con- 
gressman. 

The country lass, being naive and 
frank as well as an eyeful for Cotten, 
openly voices her disapproval of the 
compromise candidate chosen by her 
employers and heckles him at the 
nominating rally. And by a freak 
chance that never happened to any 
housemaid anywhere, but which is 
neatly put Over in the film as a log- 
ical and credible development, she 
gets the nomination from the rival 
party. Politics being a grimy busi- 
ness, Miss Young is framed up on a 
morals rap on election eve. But the 
pic proves that honesty is greater 
than politics, and love is greater 
than both, as Cotten deserts his own 
party, smashes the fascist varmints 
within its ranks and rides his for- 
mer housemaid into Congress on a 
landslide. 

Although politicking is used only 


roles will help charge up the mar- | 


pic’s chief assets is the political tilt ! 


i cs 
though not of to strength 
aid the selling. tes the seco 
ee = . S. Pictures, ee vee 
hrough Wafners, and " 
be prattving. returns should 
in picture 
generated by the Niven 


and wil} 


- suspe 

: : use i 
inal script and Raoul Walsh's anu 
tion. It builds the western gunman’, 
death walk to high moments of thrill 
and action. Strong casting also is g 
decided factor in selling the action 
wares. Production makes use of nat. 
ural outdoor backgrounds supplied 
by New Mexico scenery, lending air 
of authenticity that is fully Captured 
iby James Wong Howe's camera. 

g There are psychological elements 
in the Busch script, depicting the 
| hate that drives through a man’s life 
}and forces him into unwanted dan- 





gers. Robert Mitchum is the victim 
|of that hate, made to kill and fear 
| because of an old family feud His 


role fits him naturally and he mkes 
|it entirely believable. Teresa Wright 
| upholds the femme lead with another 
of her honestly valued, talented pors 
| trayals that register sincerity. 
| Plot motivation stems from feud. 
|}ing between the Callums and the 
|Rands. Feud starts when Dean Jag- 
| ger, a Callum, wipes out Mitchum’s 
| family because a Callum gir] dared 
| love Mitchum’s father. Only a smal] 
| son is saved, taken away by the Cal. 
|}lum girl who raises him with her 
|own family. He grows up to be Mit. 
ichum and as an adult is constantly 
| put in jeopardy by Jagger's hate. In 
the finale, he finds true love with 
Miss Wright, a Callum, and Jagger 
is destroyed. 

Among memorable moments is the 
stalking of Mitchum by the Callums 
as he spends his wedding night with 
a bride who also had just tried to 
kill him. Suspense developed by dia- 
log absence and Max Steiner’s musie 
score is terrific. Another suspense. 
Jaden sequence occurs when Jagger 
eggs Harry Carey, Jr., into gunning 
for Mitchum over a fancied insult to 
Miss Wright. 

Strong support to the stars comes 
from Judith Anderson, the Callum 
who dared to love a Rand and paid 
for her mistake; John Rodney, Mié&s 
Anderson's son who had been raised 
as a brother to Mitchum but hated 
him; Jagger, Alan Hale, Carey, Jr., 
and others. Ernest Severn, Charles 
Bates and Peggy Miller are good in 
portrayals of principals as children. 

Milton Sperling’s production makes 
smart use of showmanly values, giv- 
ing the film backing that will pay off. 

Brog. - 


My Faverite Bruncite 


(ONE SONG) 
Paramount release of Daniel Dare produce 
tion. Stars Bob Hope, Dorethy lLameur; 
features Peter Lerre, Lon Chaney, John 


Hoyt, Reginald Denny, Jack |.a Rue. Di- 
rected by Ellictt Nugent. Origine) screes- 
play, Edmund Beleia and Jack Rese; cam- 
era, Lionel Linden; editer. Elisworth Heag- 
land; special photography, Gerdon Jen- 

; assistant director, Mel Epstein; 
song, “‘Beside You,”’ Ray Evans and Jay 


Livingston; score, Rebert Emmett Dolan. 
Tradeshown 


aS a once-lightly-over excuse for | time. aa Oe 
the romantic bickerings and fimal| Ronnie Jackson.................. 
clinch, director H. C. Potter slips in | Carlotta Montay........... Dorothy Lamour 
a few satirical barbs against the oa bO.b 46 6.0400906668064 000668 Peter Lorre 
sacrosanct political practice of blar-| py. Lumdau....00 02777 john Hort 
ney and buncom n one montage, | Major Simon Mentague.....Chayies Dingle 
a rapid of politicians shoot- | James ¢ testes ceesss-Meginald Denny 
ing off their mouths fades out in — Montay. ..+-....-..-... Frank Puglia 
e ja ky of double-talk. | Prison Warden ..1.1....-Wiliaia’ Ronerisen 
ry is for laughs con- | Tony........ ie capibaminase + 5s Jack La Rue 


Difficulty with the Swedish, accent, 
which occasionally collapses into 
straight Americanese, is the only 
flaw in Miss Young’s performance, 
Otherwise she breezes through with 
finesse. Cotten adds to his rep as 
the slightly-confused but honest and 
charming politico. As the mother, 
Miss Barrymore walks through her 
pait in the grand manner of a crusty 
matriarch but without overplaying 

A meback is 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 
Warner Bret. release of United States 
Pictures (Milton Sperling) production. Stars 
Teresa Wright, Robert Mitcham: features 
Judith Andersen, Dean Jagger, Alan Hale, 
John Rodney. Directed by Raoul Waish. 
Original screenplay, Niven Busch; camera, 


James Wong Howe; music. Max Steiner: 
editor, Christian Nyby. Tradeshown Feb. 
17, ‘47. Runping time, 100 MENS. 
boy #60060 aces eéoegdbackecced Terem Wright 
Mrs, Caliaat......s:0c.cc..JU0Mh A@deeuen 
DUONG. sd 60nben<ceccebeoneccese Jagger 
Jake ae Hale 
DEOM. » ccpdaescccccsdebianntas Rodney 
ge bdeebscececces s++-Harry Carey. Jr. 
S Beiiiccccce @ecceses « 
DOO BE Gis cctcacces $600eees on oon 
Adam (age 10).........6..65. Cha 
(ege 8)..... Cteccescccces nreey a 
Lane Chandler 
The Callume............ / Bhmer Ellingwood 
\Jeck Montgomery 
(fen MacDonald 





for 
assurance ef audience reception 
saya 2 ef werd-of-mouth exp ten 
tien. Marquee names are good, al- 









Bok Hope, the sad sack would-be 
sleuth; Hope, the condemned pris- 
oner, nerving out his imminent 
quietus with unhappy bravado; and 
Hope, the pushover, squirming un- 
easily under a chemical yen for the 
potent Lamour charms—it’s familiar 
stuff but still grist for the yock mills. 
You can say like Kilroy, was 
here before but as as the comic's 
fans want it that way—and there's 
enough of them areund to swing the 
electoral college—Paramount's 
its investment in a safe and 
formule. Score up the 


vidle. Seay nde” s 
Favorite Blonde” and 

Ed Belein and Jack 
Rose have fashioned a plot that 
serves as a to dip 
Hope into water up to his gilt- 
edged probiscis, then allow him free 


stands inspection for either eredibil- 
ity or clarity—very probably its 
water-holding capacity wasn't ever 


by 2 @ 
international criminals headed ®Y 


(Continued on page 9) 
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My Favorite Brunette 


(Continued from page 8) 


familiar lawbreaker, Peter 


hat 
rre. ; 
Gags pile onto more gags in the 
intricate story development. 
the classically dumb dick, flees the 
gang's clutches in a wacky auto 
chase; lands back in their hands 
when lured to a sanitarium; gets 
himself framed for murder; traps a 
confession of the killing from the 
mobsters via a recorg player—and 
then dumbly loses the record. Hence, 
the murder rap. Throughout this 
melange, he drools ineffectually over 
Miss Lamour, wanting to run out of 
the dangerous mess but lured on by 
the urge to merge. , 

There’s no execution, of course, 
since Hope is saved by an incredible 
last-minute discovery of a keyhole 
photo which exonerates him and con- 
victs the gang. Curtain rings down 
on a solid rib. Hope’s impatient exe- 
cutioner turns out to be-~you guessed 


it—Bing Crosby. To which Hope 
cracks: “That guy will take any 
part.” Another pretty. conceit that 


comes off is the use of Alan Ladd in 
a bit paras the nextdoor detective 
whom Hope envies because he’s pant- 
ing to play the gumshoe a la “those 
hard muggs in the movies.” 

Miss Lamour is still the cinematic 
cutie whose attractiveness makes the 
Hope scramble plausible. Plot con- 
volutions place no great strain on 
her thesping talents but she’s still a 
hiltful in the classical role of the 
magnet which drags Hope into a 
snoot'ul of trouble. Actress sings one 
number, “Beside You,” which doesn’t 
mean very much to the picture, one 
way or the other. 

Lon Chaney, as a muscular and 
moronic sanitarium guard, rates for 


no great boxoffice stir, though the 
returns should be adequate. 

Sydney Greenstreet, Dane Clark 
and Martha Vickers occupy starring 
spots and do about as well as might 
be expected considering the story. 
Greenstreet is an auto tycoon, put 
out to pasture on the Pasadena gold- 
coast. He hasn't lost his urge to 


medicos, he buys a partnership in a 
gas station with Clark. In between 





| Alan 
Brown, Dick Erdman, Herbert And- | 


trouble with protection racketeers, 
the police and keeping his masquer- 


ade secret from his family, Green- | 
street finds time to play cupid in pro- | 
his } 


moting a romance. between 

daughter, Miss Vickers, and Clark. 
Lending support to top trio are 

Hale, Craig Stevens, Barbara 


erson, Howard Freeman 


Frederick de 


and others. 
Cordova’s direction 


works hard to gloss over script con- ! 


trivances, but characters are never 
real. Leo Townsend screenplayed 
with added dialog contributed by 


Francis Swann. 
Physical production values measure 


up under Charies Hoffman's super- 
vision, and lensing by Ted McCord 
gives them good display. Brog. 


Fear in the Night 
Hollywood, Feb. 14 
William Pine-W i!- 


Paramount release of 


liam Thomas preduction Features Paul 
Kelly, DeForest Kelley, Anon Deran, Kay) 
Scott Directed and written by Maxwell 
Shane From stery by William Irish: cam- 
era. Jack Civeenhalgh: score, Rudy Schrage: 
i ! Howard Smith Tradeshown Feb 
11 47 Running time, 71 MENS. 
(lift Hariat Paul Kell 
I y WwW = Kay 5S 
\ e G son... DeForest Kelley 
Lil Ha Nesetoesoce * Ann Doran 
M Belmamrr.oséecee Rebert Emmett Keane 
Torrence ...Jef Yorke 
Warner ..Charles Victor 


Tiptop job of projecting suspense | 


makes “Fear in the Night” a nifty 
entry for dual bookings. It’s a good 
psychological melodrama, unfolded 


|at fast clip and will please the who- 


dunit-and-how fans. Production val- 
ues reflect upped budget of the Pine- 
Thomas feature. . 
Maxwell Shane, who scripted from 
a William Irish story, also directed. 
It's his first directorial chore. He 
realizes on meller elements for full 


worth. Plot concerns young man who | 
dream | 


after 
Reality of 


awakens one morning 
that he has killed a man. 


dream is strengthened when he finds | 


strange button and key in his pocket. 
He seeks aid from his detective 
brother-in-law and between the two 
they piece together enough evidence 


| to assure that he had actually stabbed 


a risible replica of imbecility. Rest 
of the supporting cast put in their 
oars right skillfully. Direction by 
Elliott Nugent keeps the pace brisk 
and lively. t Wit. 
Dangerous Venture 
United Artists release of Lewis J. Rach- 
mil (Hopalong Cassidy) production Stars 
William Boyd; features Andy Clyde, Rand 
Brooks. Directed by George Archinbaud. 
Screenplay, Deris Schreeder; camera, Mack 
Biengler: score, David Chudnow; editor, | 
Fred W Berger Tradeshown Feb. 14, ‘47. 
Running time, 59 MINS, 
HMopalong Cassidy............ William Boyd 
California Carlaon.......ccsceeed Andy Clyde 
CMY SOUND Docc cbeersceess Rand Brooks | 
DONS dade Oh 04s ccabondhoccecsdes Fritz Leiber 
ee LTC eeere rr tee Pouglas Evans 
Ss Sak b wae 040 60 6 kena -Harry Cording | 
Sue DNs os sou 6686 c.0° .Betty Alexander 
ke ES a Francis McDonald 
SEE rn Nev! Morrow | 
res -. ere Patricia Tate 
Stark -Bob Faust 


_Third in the new Hopalong Cas- 
sidy series has all the. low-budget 
chemistry of the previous William 
Boyd productions but the mixing 
lacks one 
Result is that the streamliner fails 
to jell and, perish forbid, even drags 
for portions of its 59 minutes. 

For one thing this film is unique. 
It's a western without a single chase 
scene. A couple of gallopers might 
have added some needed spice. Siory 
thread winds around a tribe of In- 
dians isolated on a mesa, who are 
supposed to be direct descendants 
of the Aztecs. 


avely gal, sets out to verifv the In- 
dian lineage. Suspicion is thrown on 
the redskins by a group of rustlers 


— dress like them on raids and | a Sereee fy Sas. H. 
7 ata) - : ine. Screen av, vax . i za) ASO 
} sraige Planted evidence. Meanw hile, lon original story by Shane and julian Har- 
: 1€ assistant on the expedition gets | mon; eamera, Jack Greenhalgh; = editor, 
ideas about the solid gold relics and | itoward Smith. Tradeshown Feb. 10, "47. 
ties up with the rustlers to raid the | Running time, 71 MINS, 
possessions buried with dead war- | (''t Alien Dantwon....... nee ee 
i > T 2 . . } Susan Briscoe. .....--..600- Catherine Craig 
riors. Through all of this rides Boyd | (:.;. Jim Wiilis......----- Russell Hayden 
with his sidekicks, ever eager to | Mrs. Rollin Hariley........... Ann Doran 
catch perpetrators of injustice, which | Lt. Martin Pinkert....-...-- Byron Barr 
he eventually does | Mr. Rolin Hartley....ces.ss: John Eldredge 
‘ : “ : Col. ¥: (Rr Pre tae Richard Loo 
Camera work, as always in the | oii, 0'" Tikciitn Richards | 


Hoppy films, is tops, with filters fully 


are actually the best feature of the | 
film. Thesping is ordinary but suffi- | 


cient, as indicated by top credit go- 


ing to Andy Clyde and his Keystone | 


Kop bits of business. Tomm. 


That Way With Women 
Hollywood, Feb. 14. 


Warners release of Charles Heffman pro- 
duction. Stars Dane Clark, Martha Vickers, 
Sydney Greenstreet; features Alan Hale, 
Craig Stevens, Barbara Brown, Don Mec- 
Guire, John Ridgely, Dick Bradman, Herbert 


Anderson, Howard Freeman. Directed by | 
Li ederick de Cordova, Screenplay, Leo 
Townsend: added d@ialeg, Francis Swann; 


tr "ia story by Bari Derr Biggers: camera, 
Ted Met ‘ord: editor, Folmetr Blangsted, 
Trateshown in Los Angeles, Feb. 13, ‘47. 


Running time, 88 MENS, 


Gree er a he Dane Clark 
Marcia Alden.......... ..Martha Vickers 
Jaines [ Alden....... Sydney Greenstreet | 
Herivan Rrinker. 6.4.. cs ...---Alan Hale 
Carter Andrews... ........00% Craig Stevens 
Miimerva Alden............ Barbara Brown 
Slade es AE ...Deon MeGuire 
Sam, (eV ivdd ecade pe cedece ie Jonn Ridgely 
SNE Sy a55a ls ceteecedaun Dick Erdman 
Melvin Ifeifver........... Herbert Anderson 
SPIRIT ES. occ cnkccics et Howard Freeman 
lL. RB. Crand WP aC Usted pees beeess lan Wolfe 
Davis. sumetwvsanyeheenet eid Olaf Hytten 
Desk Sergeant. ......ccceccceecs Joe Devlin 
BEY WON: . « (<< cbenceht ane Charles Arnt 
Kirst) Party br svveltdnesen Suzi (randall 
OOO GIO iisiss eanccadte« Janet Murdoch 
z tr sens s seoekualee me . Creighton Hale 
deoheswieg 4 hat POE Pe Phile McCullough 
Gina ns ET ae .-+-dack Mower | 
“ogee ton, EE EP Jane Harker 
SORCP NOPRON tiie i 6? 5 xan boxe ..Mente, Rlue 


iinintinienes 

“Thet Way With Women” is a 
Misnomer for this remake of the old 
Georse Arliss starrer, “The Million- 
aire. This version is a mild drama 


To 
young man goes through hypnotism | 


ingredient: story matier. | 


a man, Why and how takes further 
unravelling but unfoldment reveals 
he had been hypnotized into crime 
get the goods on real villain 


again for fast action finale. 

Paul Kelly is a believable cop who 
aids DeForest Kelley solve nightmare 
riddle. 
dered young man. his 


Ann Doran, 


| sister, and Kay Scott, his fiancee, do 


he An archeological ex- | 
edition headed by. of all-things. a | 


well. Robert Emmett Keane makes 
a smooth villain. 
Suspense mood is ft 
Jack Greenhalgh’s lensing and the 
score by Rudy Schrager. Editing and 
other production credits are equally 
expert. Brog. 


Seven Were Saved 
Hollywood, Feb. 14. 


Paramount release of William Pine-Wil- 
i liam Thomas (il. B. Merman) production. 


| Veatures Richard Denning, Catherine Craig, | 


Lt. Pete Sturdevant.... Don Castle 


Pine-Thomas have framed action- 


ful melodrama around work of the 
Air-Sea Rescue Service, assuring 


“Seven Were Saved” an okay recep- 
tion in action bookings. Plot use of 
ASRS garners interest on technical 
side depicting how the rescue of mis- 
hap victims is carried out. Footage 
is a bit overlength, particularly in 
life raft sequences, but general effect 
measures up to all demands of the 
market for which it is intended. 
Story line sets up rescue tech- 
nique by having a plane carrying 
principals crash in the Pacific. As- 
sorted characters that survive crash 
are thrown together on a_ rubber 
life raft to battle elements while 


awaiting rescue. How common sense, | 


along with aids provided in_ the 
rafts, will assure survival 
Air-Sea Rescue Service arrives is 
capably projected. Details of 
search for victims are given, climax- 


ing in dropping of powered rescue | 
boat from a plane to carry survivors | 


to safety. y 
Melodrama angles of plot as di- 
rected by William H. Pine strive for 


work, though, so, in defiance of his | 


Latter also is good as bewil- | 


furthered by | 


until the | 


air | 


|} 4s pilot and nurse respectively, and 
| Russell Hayden, rescue pilot, carry 
off the leads excellently. Ann Doran, 
| Byron Barr, Richard Loo, John Eld- 
| redge, Keith Richards and an un- 
credited cast member make up others 
of the life raft group who are good, 
Don Castle has small spot as Hay- 
'-den’s co-pilot in the rescue work. 

L. B. Merman served as associate 
| producer to Pine & Thomas. Okay 
lensing contributed by Jack Green- 
halgh. Brog. 


The Reet ef All Evil 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Feb. 6. 
General Film Distributors’ release f 
Gainsborough  preduction Stars Phyllis 


Calvert, Michael Rennie. Directed by Brock 

} Williams. Screenplay by Williams from J. 
S. Fletcher's novel. Camera, Stephen Dade 
At Studio One, Leadon, Feb. 5 Running 
time, 1160 MINS, 

Jeckie Farnish Phyllis Catvert 
Jue Bartle ‘ John MeCallum 
| (Charles Mortime: > Michael Rennie 
larnish ' Brefni O' Rourk 
George G Arthu Young 

Alb Ch Hiuber G 

t.Ul Pa H 5 
R I ’ " Haz ( 

Bx ( ree ¢ rr 
Perkins Neg vd = Puardel 
Schol Mom Marriott 
am Diana Decker 


Final film of Maurice Ostrer, be- 


fore bowing out of Rank organiza- 
tion, this will gain neither critical 
kudos nor much boxoffice trade. 


Pedestrian in production, it savors of 
dramas of the twenties when 
feminine emancipation was quite a 
topic. Film never actually leaves the 
covers of the novel, and with suitable 
sub-titling and appropriate music it 
could have passed for a period piece. 

Jilted by spineless Albert Grice, 
Jeckie becomes hard and embittered. 
When her father’s farm is sold she 
determines to acquire money, and be- 


those 


gins her fortune on a check for} 
breach of promise settled out of 
court. Ruthlessly she gets what she 


wants and bumps into philandering 
Charles Mortimer, a mining engineer 
who has located’ oil in the neighbor- 
hood. Together they make a fortune, 


but all her wealth cannot buy 
Charles’ true love. When the oil 
wells are fired by the aggrieved 


owned the land, 
Jeckie stumbles back to the arms of 
humble farmer, Joe Bartle, who al- 
| ways loved her. 

This shouldn't have happened to 
Phyllis Calvert. She plays the part 
|as if she didn’t believe in it for one 
|moment. Michael Rennie, as_ the 
|engineer, shows star potentialities. 


| farmer who once 


|tract to Maurice Ostrer—he 
become marquee value. 


Rest of the cast is adequate, but | 


with all their talents and all the 
| goodwill in the world, they couldn't 
| breathe life into the yarn. Phyllis 
| Calvert will 
quota of admirers in this country, 
but it will be tough going for Ameri- 
can screens. Cane. 


Green Fingers 
(BRITISH-MADE) 

London, Feb. 5. 
release of British Na- 
Features Robert Beatty, 
Pilbeam, Felix Avlmer. 
Harlow Screenplay | 


| Anglo-American 
| tional production. 
| Carol Raye, Nova 
| Directed by John 


|} Jack Whittingham from Edith Arundel’s 
|} novel “The Persistent Warvior.’’ Music by 
| Hans May: camera, Ernest Palmer At 
| Palace, London, Feb. 4. Running time, 87 
| MINS. 

Thomas Stone.......ee-+.5-- Robert Beatty 
Jeannio Mangell. ..cccccssccste cw Carol Rave 
| Aiexandra Baxter............Neva Pilbeam 
| Daniel Booth. eeseccs dues AIM 
i | ee Harry Welchman 
| Albert Goodman... ..eeeee eee Mdward Righy 
DD 65 6.00 84.4000006000066. ti 08 Ellis Irving 
| Pickles 2... .cceceeeeeeeeees Moore Marriott 
| Mra. Mansell. .cccccccsscss ..Olive Walters 
BPR OOS Felicity Deveraux 
L AMBOIR 200 ccccvesgecen ..Doreen Lawrence 
J@e Mansell................-Charles Victor 
SE, Be ccc ceaecec ....Frederick Morant 





Unlikely to please the medical pro- 
fession, this picture is the biggest 
| boost osteopathy has yet had, al- 
| though it points out the dangers of 
| the inexperienced dabbling in the art 
| and science. 
Thomas Stone, a fisherman, decides 
|to become an osteopath. By hard 
| work and study he has almost com- 
.| pleted his four years at the Academy 
lof Osteovathy. Jeannie, daughter of 
| his landlady, is a cripple given up by 


| the doctors. Stone treats and cures | 


| her, but instead of receiving praise 
/from the deal, he is reprimanded for 
| having laid hands on a patient before 
| he is qualified. This is quackery, but 
| the case receives such publicity that 
i the ex-fisherman decides to set up in 
| practice regardless of the academy 
or a degree. 

| He prospers. marries Jeannie, be- 


comes a fashionable specialist. and 
|finds he must choose between so- 
phisticated Alexandra Baxter, a 


patient with whom he is having an 
affair, and his wife. He decides to 
break with the former, who commits 
suicide. The inquest 
Thomas had _ incorrectly : 
in- 


character studies of crash victim that | directly led to her death. He loses 


don’t always come off but general ef- 


air iliness and his treatment 


faith in himself. goes back to sea and 


fect is okay. Among those awaiting | only when. owing to an accident. his 


rescue are three former victims of 
Jap prison camps, a high Jap war 
criminal en route to Manila for trial, 
a nurse, the plane pilot and two sol- 
diers. Gradual breakdown of morale 
among the weaker arid efforts of the 
stronger to hold the pitiful band to- 
gether occupies considerable foot- 
ave and sometimes becomes tedious. 


| wife's paralysis recurs and doctors 
| have despaired of a cure. does he 
| vield to his wife’s plea and use his 
| “Green Fingers” again. She is healed 
and he recovers his faith. 

| John Harlow, who achieved suc- 
cess with “Appointment With Crime,” 
has made a fair job of a_ not-too- 


‘convincing story. His failure is due | 


with comedy touches that will cause! Richard Denning, Catherine Craig, ‘to cliches and to lack of attention to 


2 
. 


Sd 


Given the right grooming and the} 
proper parts—he is now under con- | 
should | 


undoubtedly draw her | 


discloses that | 
diagnosed | 


' detail. Nor has he been heiped by 
the camera which has been particu- 
larly unjust to Carol Raye. Her good 
acting is often negated by indifferent 
photography. 

Robert Beatty gives a good account 
of himself, and* would have been 
helped considerably by better make- 
up. Nova Pilbeam looks like ful- 
filling the promise she revealed as a 
youngster a decade ago, and Felix 
Aylmer gives his usual polished per- 
formance. 

Story should play to fair business 
here, and, with some cuts, may fit 
into dual situations in the States. 





Cane. 
Big Tewn 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Paramount *leu of William Pine-Wil- 
im Thomas production Siaurs Phil! 
Reed, Hillary Brook Rober Lowe! Li- 
‘cted y William Thomas Screenpla 
Geoffre Homes wig al stor Homes and 
Max i sh n msed mm rad prograt 
Big Tow camera, Fred J cnean J 
Hioward Smith: seore, Darrel! Calk 
hown Feb. 10 {7 Rune 
Yo MINS, 
= W itsen Philip RK 
l Will mn Hillary Bro 
i Hvar Robert 1 
Vat Cran Byron Bari 
\ n LeRos Veda Aan- Borg 
Mrs. Crane Nana Rryant 
Mri Peabody Charles Arnt 


Lightweight secondary feature that 
gets off to a promising start but bogs 


down too quickly. Based on ether's 
“Big Town,” it looks like the start 
of a Pine-Thomas film series but 


other entrie 
if there’s to be a survival. 

Plot funct 
of Steve Wilsor 
to ot 
Press 


low 


the hime! 

is the crusading edi- 
Big Town’s illustrated Daily 
after getting burned by yel- 
journelism. Yarn gets under 
way with an actionful takeoff but 
soon slows down under the strain 
of carrying painfully unnatural dia- 
log and improperly motivated situa- 
| tions. There's no eity room authen- 


iott 1S 


scripted from an original by him- 
self and Maxwell Shane. 

Phillip Reed tries hard with the 
Steve Wilson role and would have 
given a better account o° himself 
with worthier material. Same 
for Hillary Brooke as Lorelei and 
| Robert Lowery as Pete Rvan, as well 
as others in the cast. 
| William Thomas’ direction of the 
| Pine-Thomas production isn’t able to 
get much from the script. Lensing 
and other technical credits are stand- 
Plnec Music score has some good mo- 








ments. Brog. 
School for Danger 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Feb. 5. 


Artists release of Central Office of 
Produced by R.A.F. Film 


United 
Information tilm 


Uni directed by Wing Commande: EK. 

Baird Scenario, EF. Baird and J. Woolas 
lton: music, John Greenwood camera Ww. 
| Pollard. Previewed Hammer, London. Rua- 
i ning time, 68 MINS, 

Felix... ‘ ee Capt Henry Ree 
| cat aa O6accacees Jacqueline Nearne 
} Henri Pickard 


Lapse of time since end of war, and | 
j Holy wood's efforts at depicting work | 


|of O.S.S., have blunted the edge of 
| this exciting factual film which is a 
composite story of actual events. It 
| features trainiiag and ultimate sabo- 
tage activities in Occupied France of 
| two British agents, named for opera- 
| tional purposes Felix and Cat. Felix 
|is an army officer, Cat an ordinary 
|civilian. After extensive training 
| they are parachuted into France for 
|Felix to organize sabotage and 
|underground resistance with Cat as 
wireless operator. Pickard is the con- 
; necting link in England. 

Since Felix and Cat are reenacting 
their real life roles during the war 
and many of the actual agents ap- 
|pear in the production, there is a 
jtendency to understate everything, 
ithereby actually emphasizing the 
| danger of these heroic folk. 
| The picture gives a much better 
| was organized than many fictional 
| films could. With proper selling this 
| should find a place. Cane. 


While the Sun Shines 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Feb. 1. 


Pathe Pictures (Asvocoiated British Pic- 
ture Corp.) release of International Screen- 
play Production Stars Barbara White, 
Ronald Squire, Brenda Bruce, Bonar Col- 
leano, Ronald Howard. Directed by An- 
lthony Asquith, Screenplay, Terence Rat- 
tigan, Anatole de Grunewald, from Terence 
Kattizans play; camera, Jack Hildyard. 

At Palace, London tunning time, 7% MENS, 
| Lady Elizabeth Randell . Barbara White 
luke of Ayt ... Ronald Squire 
Mabel Crom.... .Brenda Bruce 
loe Mulvaney Bonar Colleane, Jr. 
Karl of Harpenden Ronald Heward 
Horton . , ; Miles Malleson 
Dr. Winitred .Margaret Rutherford 
Old Admiral. . .... Cyril Maude 





| DADO. 2. oc cee cet eee eee eees lovee Grenfell 
| Colbert. ob 0eenescccvccceg cee an 
[ Mr. Jordan. ....-.cccccoscesess Garry Marsh 

Mrs. Finckel.........- -. +. Amy Frank 


Main interest in this adaptation of 
Terence Rattigan’s London stage hit 
(it flopped on Broadway) is screen 
debut of Ronald Howard, 28-year- 
old son of the late Leslie Howard. 
Dead ringer for his famous father, 


|same quiet voice, the same easy 
manner, and has inherited some o 
ithe talent. His natural flair for act- 
jing needs nursing, however. Like 
the Earl of Harpenden, whom he 
plays in the film, Howard served on 
ithe lower deck during the war be- 


4 


will have to be stronger | 


ticity to help, either. Geoffrey Homes | 


Zoes | 


idea of how underground resistance | 


except that he is taller, he has the | 


fore being commissioned, 
uncertain b.o. possibilities. 
Stony is set in wartime London on 
|the eve of the Earl’s marriage to 
Lady Elizabeth. She is an Air Force 
corporal and, traveling to London 
for the wedding, she meets one Col- 
feney _who woos her with Gallic 
|Tapidity. By chance she meets Joe 
| Mulvaney, an U.S. Army “loot,” in 
' Harpenden’s rooms, ard he, mistak- 
jing her for an accommodating girl- 
| friend, sets a rapid pace. Complica- 
uuons ensue, but story ends happily 
with the loving couple paired off in 
church in the nick of time. 
| Possibly due to its stage origin, 
| picture has a static quality, and ef- 
forts to make it adventurous and gay 
seem obvious. Only principal who 
is inherently funny is Bonar Col- 
leano and story lags when 
he’s screen Cane, 


Pic has 





as Joe 
off the 


We Lived Through 
Buchenwald 
(BELGIAN-MADE) 


+ Mag Belgian roduce 
» iby E.G. De Mye Stors 
H ( a nus RK rt P : 
\in Dunton reviewed it N “ 
hem, 11 47 Running time, 76 MINS, 
I ard Rene Herde 
i mand Andre Gevrey 
leur bi .Werner Degan 
EF | Rae eee... Marcel Josz 
} Jul Tr wT eo Joseph Gevers 
| Janin , Mauri Auzat 
Jacqueline Sylviane Ramboux 
La Fermiere -Anne Marie Ferrieres 
oxthaninitinis 
While war's atrocities are being 
| Slowly dimmed by time, Belgian- 
lmade “We Lived Through Buchen: 
z zh Buchen 
| wald” is a grim reminder of the 
| frightful deeds of the Nazis. Dubbed 
linto English by distributor James 
; Mage, modest-budgeter tells of the 
| 


miserable existence of Buchenwald’s 
| inmates, all in documentary style. 
Uneven story and poor editing, how- 
ever, hamper the plot and b.o. pos- 
| sibilities 
Reportedly the “authentic” story 
| told by the surviving inmates of the 
Nazi terror camp, film iacks a pro- 
fessional touch in the acting. Mage’s 
| first dubbing attempt is a good try 
at lip synchronization, but unfortu- 
nately some of the dubbed voices do 
not seem to match the screen charac- 
ters. 
Opening with a prolog, consisting 
| of narrative and newsreel clips which 
trace the carnage wrought by the 
Germans, picture recounts the activ- 
| ities of several members of the Bel- 
| Ziam underground seized by the Ges- 
tapo. Ultimately all find themselves 
jat Buchenwald. Climax is reached 
| pith the arrival of American troops. 





| Before Him All Reme 
Trembled 


| (ITALIAN-MADE) 

(Songs) 

Superfilm release of Excelsa Film pro- 

} duction Stars Anna Magnani, Gino Sin- 

imberghi Directed by Carmine Gallone. 
Camera, Anchise Brizzi:; musk Giacome 
Puccini; cenductor, Luigi Ricci: English 

| titles, Armande V Macaluso. Trade- 
shown N. Y. Feb, 13, ‘47. Running time, 

| 310 MINS, 
ee ea Anna Magnani 
lranco .. Gino Sinimberghi 
Dy ogasscebekéesecen? . Edda Albertini 

PUGAR, ci ccccsstees . Steffen Bode-Wab 
Police Officer. ..csecceqes , ..Carlo Duse 

rs 040606$600n0006944604 Joop Von Haulzea 
BOGE. 5. i006 006048 o6teb eesti Guido Notari 
SEOOMORES. «ios 0d0ndks Cbacced ewer Tino Scotti 
SEOs « Ass 3.004 bane ..Guglielmo Sinaz 

| Stagehand. ...6....-..seccee Guiseppe Varni 

Cast for Opera “Tosca” 

| Floria Tome@......-. .. Elisabetta Barbato 
Cavaradonel. .<ccectsces ..Gino Sinimberghi 
le | ere ee ee Tito Gobbi 
MMBC. 5 oo de cE 6s Co ecces ..Giulio Neri 


Un Italian;~English Titles) 

An Lialian import, “Before Him All 
Rome Trembled” is a long tale of 
the Italian underground woven 
around a performance of the opera 
“Tosca.” The overlong plot could be 
speeded by judicious scissoring, espe- 
cially in the first reel. Film’s poten- 
tial audience will largely be limited 
to mftsic lovers. 

Briefly story deals with Anna Mag- 
nani and Gino Sinimberghi, singers 
with Rome’s Royal Opera. Latter, 
along with his teacher Franz (Steffen 
Bode-Wab) hide a wounded English 
agent, Joop Von Hulzen, in a cave 
near his country home. Paralleling 
the story of “Tosca” to some extent, 
jealous Miss Magnani suspects Sin- 
imberghi of betraying her for an- 
other. Unwittingly this results in the 
Nazis’ discovery of not only the 
| Englishman's sanctuary but also 
| leads to the arrest of the household 
| staff. Though under suspicion, Sin-. 
| imberghi is permitted to sing in the 
| Opera and with Miss Magnani effects 
| a dramatic escape at the end of the 

finale. 

A realistic prima donna, Miss 
Magnani registers as Ada. However, 
ithe voice of Elisabetta Barbato is 
|dubbed in for the musical scenes. 
| Tenor Sinimberghi handles his thes- 
| pian chores in creditable fashion and 
| is an acceptable “Cavaradossi” in the 
operatic sequences. Supporting cast 
is adequate. Direction and photog- 
raphy is satisfactory, while produc- 
tion accoutrements are better than 
the usual Italian import. 


BEY INKS FOR ‘BLUE’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Eagle-Lion inked Turhan Bey to 
|co-star with Virginia Mayo in “Out 
of the Blue.” based on a novel by 
Vera Caspary. 

Shooting starts March 3, with 
‘Leigh Jason directing and Isadore 
iGaldsmith producing. . ; 
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= play the hits 
+hat made them 


fa mous... 
“Marie” 

“I’m Getting Sentiments! 
__ Over You” 
“Green Eyes” 

“Object Of My Affections” 
and ma ny wygre P 
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TOP PIX EXECS HOLD SALARY LINE 





Distribs Warn Field Sales Staffs 


Against Any 


With new selling techniques under ¢ 


the anti-trust decree slated to gq 


into full force by July 1, most dis- | 


tribs are currently warning their 
field sales staffs against making any 


. ew | 
under-the-table deals with exhibi-| 
Wary of incurring any further | 


tors... 
Governmental displeasure by laying 
themselves open to more lawsuits, 
homeoffice toppers have told the sales 
men they’ll be held entirely respon- 
sible for selling in any other way 
than what’s decided on for the final 
decree. 

Same sort of warning was issued 
to the sales staffs in 1940, when the 
consent decree banned block book- 
ing in favor of selling in blocks of 
no more than five. 
stances cropped up since that time, 
however, of salesmen making deals 
with exhibs for an entire season’s 
product for the sake of boosting 
their own records with the home- 
office. When the exhib mentioned 
such a deal to a branch manager, he 
learned the latter knew nothing 
about it, meaning the exhib usually 
didn’t get delivery on the product 
and the distributer was open to arbi- | 
tration suit. 

Current warnings mention specifi- 
cally the competitive bidding system, 
with distrib toppers apparently real- 
izing the possibility of one of their 
salesmen making a deal with two 
competing exhibs. By learning what 
one exhib is prepared to bid for a 
certain picture, the salesman could 


then practically guarantee the film | told 
to the second exhib by telling him | annual meet in Wilmington that al- | 


Numerous in- | 


y-Doodle Deals 


Raft’s ‘Intrigue’ Double 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
George Raft will double. as co- 





Picture will be filmed at the Gen- 
eral Service lot for United Artists 
release, following Bischoff’s similar 
| deal with Dick Powell in “The Pit- 
fall.” 


WB's Fancy First 


Quarter Augurs 
No. 2 Spot in ’47' 


| Registering a huge net of $7 203,- | 
| 000 for the first quarter of fiscal | 
| 1947, Warner Bros. has scored sw eep- | 
| ing gains over its previous reaord| 
| 1946 net of $19,424,000 while making | 
la strong bid for the No. 2 spot in! 
ithe “47 profits derby. Should the |! 
company maintain its pace, it will 
; more than likely head off 20th-Fox 
which garnered an approximate $22.- 
000,000 in °46 to place. WB officials 
stockholders yesterday at its 








| producer with Sam Bischoff and 
star, in “Intrigue,” a tale of black- 
market skullduggery in postwar | 
Shanghai. 


‘COLUMBIA AND U 





-PROAIES REVEAL 


The majors are apparently holding | 
ifirm in one phase of their battle | 
against the corkscrew of rising costs | 
—that of annual salaries for top ex-| 
| eeutives and players. Proxy state-| 
{ments of Columbia and Univ rersal | 
|mailed this week, coming after 

| economy moves by other majors, dis- | 
close little change during fiscal 1946 
in the salary nut to officers and em- 
ployees earning more than $20,000 
yearly. Columbia actually shaved its 
overhead to $4,225,900 from $4,373, 
236 in ‘45 while U’s slight 








$6.430,032. | 
Columbia’s officers and directors 
took in $890,432 for the fiscal year | 
ended June 30 and $3,335,468 for | 
others against $842,575 and $3,530,681 | 
respective for "45. Officer-director | 
| class of Universal garnered $1,434. 446 | 
| and others, $5,073,965 against $1,353.- 
| 879 and $5,076,153. 
U’s proxy also disclosed that Nate 
Blumberg, company .prexy who 
| held no common stock at outset of 
year, bought 16,800 shares 
fiscal 


(Continued on page 20) 


SAG's Me Too 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


to offer a higher bid. Taking other | though profits for the second quar-| Although new contract demands | 
matters into consideration besides | ter will not be as large as the first | by Screen Actors Guild are under- 


the actual bid, the homeoffice might | quarter they would exceed those of | i stood still 


still sell the film to the lower-bid- | 
ding operator, leaving the salesman 
out on the limb. 


M-G NOT JUMPING GUN 
ON AUCTION-BIDDIN 


Contrary to reports circulated | 
during the Metrc sales meet in Chi- 
cago last week, the company will not 
in all competitive 
situations under the auction-bidding 
system, according to M-G homeoffice 
sales execs. Instead, Metro will 
handle “Yearling” and all future 
product as it has handled pix here- 





tofore, only testing the bidding sys- | 


tem 
tions. 
Company execs thus denied they 
were jumping the gun on the July 1 
date set for the wholesale industry 
inauguration of bidding. Sales staff 
may extend their tests in certain in- 
dividual territories where Metro pix 
presently get no performance but 
full-seale bidding will not become 
effective until July 1. 
“Yearling,” it was said, 
handled along the lines established | 


in strictly competitive situa- 


‘for “Green Years,” being let out, 


slowly for select situations in ad- | 
vance of a wholesale national re- 
lease. Metro execs emphasized they 
set up no revolutionary changes in 
their sales policy at the Chicago 
meeting, at which particular stress 
was set on discussing the decree. 
Regional meetings, meanwhile, will 
begin about April 23, when veepee 
over distribution William F. Rodgers 
returns from his current trip to the 
Coast. 


Cal. Exhib Leaders East 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Southern California Theatre Own- 





ers Association sending Paul Wil-' 
liams, general counsel, and Harry 
Vintticof, board member, to New 


York for the epen-forum industry 
meeting under auspices of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, to be held March 10-11. 
Pair has been empowered by the or- 
ganization to work with other exhib- 
itor reps in order to meet problems 
raised by consent decree. Williams 
also will meet with Thurman Arnold, 
American Theatres Assn. counsel, on 
joint appeal of SCTOA and ATA with 
regard to New York anti-trust deci- 
Sion. «+ 

Boih men leave for east March 2, 
Williams by plane and Vinnicof by 
train, 


will be. 


| the corresponding period of 1946. 
WB’s first-quarter take would 
| give it some $28,000,000, making it | 

comparable to a ‘46 lineup as fol- 
lows: 
| Wilmington meet reelected direc- 
j}tors Samuel Carlisle, Stanleigh P. 
| Friedman, Charles S. Guggenheimer. 
| Samuel Schneider and Morris Wolf 

to two-year terms. Total of 5.081.- 
(Continued on page 21) 
KORDA STARS 
IN ‘KARENINA’ REMAKE 

London, Feb. 18. 

Sir Alexander Korda has signed 
| Vivien Leigh to star in a remake of 
Tolstoy's, “Anna Karenina.” Slated 
to roll as of April 15, picture will 
be directed by Julien Duviver. It’s 
his first of three directorial chores 
for Korda. 

“Karenina”, made as a silent in 
1915 by Fox, was done again 20 
years later by Metro. starring Greta 
, Garbo and Fredric March. 


Mono’s 26-Wk. Net Profit, 
$216,999, Above Last Yr. : 


Monogram’s consolidated net for 
|the 26 weeks ended Dec. 28 totals 
$216,999 compared with $183.692 for 
the corresponding period of 1945. 
Revenue for the company in both 
domestic and foreign fields has in- 
creased substantially, according to 











the half-year boost reaching 42% 
Since June 29, date of last an- 
nual report, management options for 
31,900 shares have been exercised by | 
| holders, with a total of 22,200 shares | 
| reserved for option still outstanding. 
| Broidy’s statement stressed forma-) 
| tion of Allied Artists Productions 
and Monogram’s program for higher 
bracket pix through that subsid. 
Company expects to push up profits 
by Allied’s production of films in the 
$1,000,000 bracket, Broidy said. 


Anita’s Par Glamor Pitch 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 








Anita Colby will leave David O. | 


Selznick shortly to assume a new 


post at 
tor players. 


week. 

Although she received less 
at Selznick’s, she was supplied with 
wardrobe requirements, which is not 
jincluded in the Paramount deal, 


coin 


Steve Broidy, Monogram prexy, with 


Paramount where she will | 
handle wardrobe and social contact | 
She takes over her new |} 
chore June 1, with salary of $700 per | 


under wraps in sessions 
| of a secret committee of SAG, it is 
| understood that two major demands | 


probably will be for payment to ac- | picking up an 


‘tors on reissues and for a percentage | 
‘of profits on loanouts. 
has been meeting for several months 
and it’s expected new clauses will be 
presented to its board of directors 
in about two weeks for approval. 
Present contract with studios winds 
| up May 15. 


clause on_ reissues 


e  |stantially broadened the base of its 


rise | Unsuspected” 


brought its cost to $6,508,411 from | Meanwhile, 
| musical 


during 
"46 ended Nov. 2. Matty Fox. | 


| On Reissue Coin $20,288,426 


|} and bonds. 
| past six months, analysis of the Atlas | 





\Suing Exhib Must 


Prove Damage 


On Every Alleged Violation, Court 
Rules in Reversing Momand’s Award 





WB Lenses Quintet 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Five pictures are facing the cam- 


| eras at Warners this week, with the 


starts of “The Voice of the Turtle” 
and “Two Guys from Texas.” 

Others are “The Unfaithful,” “The 
and “Wallflower.” 
“My Wild Irish Rose,” 
tinter, is going through a 
recording process. 


‘Odlum's Atlas 
Trust Adds To 
Film Holdings 


Indicating the conviction of Floyd 
B. Odlum, Atlas Corp. prexy, that 
the film biz will maintain its present 
payoff of solid profits, Atlas has sub- 





holdings and _ currently/ has 
invested in pix stocks 


Holding company in the 


annual report discloses, added $2,- 
| 435,430 in film securities outside its 
!tremendous RKO holdings. 


Most substantial thrust was in the 
| direction of Paramount, with Atlas 
additional 
shares of common to bring its total 


Committee |to 93,000 shares at a market value | 
lof $3,022,500 at the year’s close. At- 


las also inched into Metro, purchasing 
2.000 shares of cOmmon, valued at 
$51,250. Acquisitions of 20th-Fox 
and Warner Bros. stocks were made; 
10.000 shares of the former 


bought, “evalued at $380,000 and 


imay demand as much as payment |5.000 WB shares at $88,125. 


| Precedental 
| 


to the original salaries for | 
(Continued on page 20) 


equal 


Company also increased its hold- 
(Continued on page 48) 





Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Warners’. . 


for “Singapore”. at Universal ‘ 
Ann Dvorak inked as femme lead in 
|“Casanova,” to be produced . by 





Leonard Picker at Churubusco | 0 
| studios, Mexico City . 
\“In Room 303” and “Wife Tames. 


| Wolf” as titles for two comical shorts | 
| starring Leon Errol . 
‘for shooting “The Pitfall,” 
coming Dick Powell starrer . . 


Columbia switched from “Blondie | Spector Generai,” 


Sees Stars” to “Blondie in the 
Dough” . .. Michael Duane draws 
the male lead in “Keepers of the 
Bees,” John Haggott production at 
| Columbia. 

Barbara Powers, nitery cigaret 
girl, draws the Nell Gwynn role in| 

“Forever Amber” at 20th-Fox . . 
| Cliff R. Ganz, story chief of Sol M. 
| Wurtzel Productions, took over new 
duties as executive assistant to the 
president . . . Ian Keith completed 
ihis role in “Forever Amber” and 
|moved to Chicago for a stage role | 
in “The Vagabond King.” . Sey- 
'mour Nebenzal gave the green light | 
to “Atlantis” 
with Maria Montez and Jean Pierre | 
| Aumont in top roles ... RKO bought | 
“The Road to Carmichael's,” a Sat- | 
evepost tale by Richard Wormser, 
'for production by J. Robert Bren on 
the Churubusco lot in Mexico City. 

Shift in John Houseman’s produc- 
tion program at RKO brings up, 
“Thieves Like Us” at his next chore. 
“That Girl From Memphis,” origin- , 
lally slated as Houseman’s next, was 
| switched to late summer production. 
| Harry James inked to play him- 


Anne Cornwall, star of spoothiei Can Happen,” 
films, in “The Woman in White” at Benedict 
. Thomas Gomez andj; Meredith at General Service 


Richard Haydn borrowed from 20th | Republic 


Sam Bischoff | Mexican 


| will use the sidewalks of Los Angeles | worked in 
forth- | signed by the Ringling Circus . 
|Fortunio Bonanova will star in “In- 


| wood 


| self in a sequence of “A Miracle 
to be produced by 
Bogeaus and Burgess 


bought “Heart of the 
Rockies,” authored by Louise Rous- 
seau. as a starrer for Monte Hale... 
Paul Jarrico doing the final script 
“The White Tower,” which Ed- 


_ RKO picked | ward Dmytryk will produce and 


direct in Switzerland for RKO . 

Jack Pennick’s Charros, group of 37 
horsemen who recently | 
“The Fugitive.” were 


Spanish-language | 
picture to be made by Cuautemoc | 
Productions in Mexico City. 


“Would You Believe Me?” is the 
new and final tag on “Love and 
'Learn” at Warners Brian 


Aherne’s brother, Pat, recently ar- 
rived from London, makes his Holly- 
screen bow in “Forever 
Amber” at 20th-Fox ... Universal- 
International is spending $50,000 on 
a ballyhoo campaign for “The Egg 
and I” in the Los Angeles area... 
Lloyd Goff, Broadway thesp, makes 
his film debut in “Body and Soul” 
at Enterprise Michael Curtiz 
closed a deal for Technicolor treat- 


on the Goldwyn lot,! ment of his forthcoming production, | 
, “Victoria Grandolet.” 


. Katharine 
Hepburn, Robert Walker and Paul 


|} Henried return to Metro. March 1 


for added scenes in “Song of Love.” 

Sam Wood brought “Ivy” in 23 
days ahead of schedule at Universal- 
International ... Vince Barnett drew 
his third consecutive role in Mark! 
Hellinger productions, this time in 
“Brute Force.” at Universal-Inter- 
national . . . Kathy O'Donnell inked 
for the top femme role in “Kenny” 
at Eagle-Lion 


48,000 | 


being | 


Boston, Feb. 18 
An exhibitor cannot incur ex- 
travagant damages by refusing to 
} comply with distribs’ demands which 


| were admittedly in violation of anti- 
trust statutes, Federal Judge Charles 
E. Wyzanski ruled in upsetting the 
$966,000 triple-damage award handed 
A. B. Momand against the ‘major 
companies. In a 26-page opinion 
which directed a verdict for the de- 
fendants, Judge Wyzanski indicated 
another pitfall which can beset ex- 
hib seeking anti-trust balm. I an 
exhib charges Sherman Act viola- 
tions in a number of trade practices, 
but can prove only one of these, he 
has the further burden of demon- 
Sstrating that his damages were 
caused by the one practice proven 
and not by the other uproven prac- 
tices. 

While Momand had itemized 20 
practices which he claimed had 
strangled his Oklahoma circuit, all 
but one, compulsory arbitration and 
credit conspiracies, were ruled out 
because of the statute of limitations 
and previous decisions in suits which 
had been brought in Oklahoma, the 
court said. As to specific claims 
brought by the majors on arbitra- 
tion awards, which were conceciedly 
improper, “not a penny was paid on 
any of these claims,” the court 
found. 

Momand’s companies “had consid- 
| erable latitude in selecting an altcr- 
| native and indeed an expensive 
course to avert complying with de- 
|fendants’ criminal demands,” the 
| court said, but “the particular course 
|; those companies chose was so (is- 
proportionately extravagant that it 
| could not be charged to defendants. 
To decide otherwise (if the treble 
(Continued on page 21) 


| LABMEN DEADLOCKED, 
STRIKE IN N. Y. LOOMS 


With talks between 18 major New 
York labs and film lab technicians 
union, Local 702, still deadlocked 
after a series of conferences during 
the past week, threat of an industry- 
wide shutdown looms upon expira- 
tion of the old contract March 11. 
Preliminary steps for a walkout 
have already been taken by the un- 
ion with filing of a 30-day strike no- 
tice with the.U. S. Department of 
Labor on Feb. 8. 

Basic point of disagreement be- 
tween the companies and union is 
the latter’s demand for wage parity 
with Coast lab workers. Minimum 
wage rate in the lowest category in 
this area is 87c an hour as com- 
|pared with a $1.40 for the same 
|category ohn the Coast. Subsidiary 
| questions include the union’s demand 
| for increased vacation, sick leave. 
| severance pay and differential scales 
| for night work. 

Union execs and company reps 
|have been meeting almost daily since 
‘| the contract talks began several 
| weeks ago. Another confab has been 

| scheduled for today (Wed.). 











Screen Writers Revise 


AAA to Conform With ALA 


Hollywood, Feb. 18 
After several weeks of delibera- 
tions, Screen Writers Guild commit- 


tee has revised the American Au- 
thors Authority plan, calling for 
tight copyright control of literati 
|product. Purpose of the SWC is to 
bring the AAA within the frame- 
work of the Authors League of 
America. 

Simultaneous with these amend- 


ments, Christopher LaFarge, Authors 
Guild prez, has brought in another 
plan for protection of authors’ copy- 
right. Licensing of properties as 
jagainst outright sales is object of 
iboth plans, but LaFarge’s does not 
jeall for pooling of copyrights. Writ- 
‘ers groups feel that since the top= 
‘flight novelists and playwrighis are 
now arranging ticensing deals, it is 
oniv a question of time before 
studios will give same terms to all 
i riters. 
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14 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 19, 1947 





Upped Temp Heats B’way B.0.s; 
Pilgrim’-Lorre-Knight-Lamb Voom 
1326, ‘That Way’-Thornhill-Hale 556 


Rising temperatures, which brought * 


a halt to the cold wave, are bringing 
improved business to many Broad- 
way firstruns, New fare is also help- 
ing. The zero weather was broken 
around Lincoln’s Birthday, the holi- 
day biz likewise being strong. Fact 
that Washington’s Birthday falls this 
year on a Saturday robs the theatres 
of an extra big-business day, since 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week , . .$748,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year . veces e  $IS2,500 








Saturday is normally socko anyway. 

Strongest new entry is at the Roxy, 
where “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” and | 
stagebill headed by Pefer Lorre, | 
Evelyn Knight and Gil Lamb got off 
to a rousing start. Initial eight days 
ending last (Tues.) night hit smash 
$132,000. Strand has the other new 
layout with “That Way With Women” 
and Claude Thornhill band, Martha 
Vickers, Alan Hale on stage. Looks 
to d® okay $55,000, and holds. 

Improved business tone was re- 
fiected by such long-runners as 
Music Hall, Palace and Rivoli. “Cali- 
fornia” at the last-named went ahead 
of its previous week to $26,000. 
“Sinbad,” at Palace, held to $35,000, | 
barely off from third week. The} 
Hall’s “Yearling” looks to do $122,- 
000. which is close to the third-stanza 
figure. 

““Wonderful Life” is concluding a 
highly profitable run this week (9th) 
with trim $18,000 for finale at Globe. 
“Strange Woman” (UA) comes in 
next Saturday (22). Tomorrow 
(Thurs.), Capitol brings in “Begin- 
ning or End,” with Kathryn Grayson, 
Johnnie Johnston, Paul Regan, Nat 
Brandwynne band on stage. 

“I'll Be Yours” opens at the Win- 
ter Garden next Friday (21) after 
theatre's four solid weeks of “Swell 
Guy.” “Nora Prentiss” tees off the 
same day at the Hollywood, follow- 
ing over eight weeks of strong busi- 
ness for “Humoresque.” Latter film 
goes two davs beyond the full eight 
siPnzas. 

“Bedelia” is holding up nicely in 
its second frame at the Victoria with 
$22,000 and looks set for a run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
—‘Best Years of Lives” (RKO). (13th 
wk). Still doing strongly at $47,000 
an improvement over 12th week’s 
$45,000. Seems geared to around this 
level with small sign of slackening 


pace. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and Tex 
Beneke orch, Gene Sheldon on stage 


(Based on 16 theatres) 








Monday (17) night; fourth week 
slipped to $25,000. Stays on. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50) — 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) with Peter 
Lorre, Evelyn Knight, Gil Lamb 
(2d wk). Initial session of eight days 
ending last (Tues.) night soared to 
smash $132,000. In ahead, “13 Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) with Gracie 
Fields heading stage layout (4th wk- 
6 days), was down to $50,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
run) plus vaude headed by Jackie 
Gleason. Nice $29,000. Last week, 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d run), with 
vaude topped by Block & Sully, Wil- 
bur Evans, $28,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50) — 
“That Way With Women” (WB), 
with Claude Thornhill orch, Martha 
Vickers, Alan Hale on stage. On 
first week ending tomorrow looks 
like okay $55,000. Naturally holds. 
Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) plus 
Charlie Barnet orch heading stage- 
bill (3d wk), $39,000. 

Victoria “(Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
—“Bedelia” (E-L) (2d wk). Holding 
up in nifty style at $22,000 for initial 
holdover frame ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.); opening week was smash 
$27,500. Looks set for a run. 

* Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20) — “Swell Guy” (U) (4th wk). 
Final stanza likely will drop to 
$15,000, while third was $18,000. 
“I'll Be Yours” (U) comes in Fri- 
day (21) 


Holdovers Slow Up Det.; 
‘Reckoning’ Fine 306, 
‘Clouds’ Lofty 326, H.0. 


; Detroit, Feb. 18. 
The number of holdovers and re- 








(4th-final wk). Modest $56,000 on 
blowoff after fine $76,000 for prior 
week. “Beginning or End” (M-G) 
with Kathryn. Grayson, Johnnie 
Johnston, Paul Regan, Nat Brand- 


wynne orch opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60- 


$1.25)-—""Dead Reckoning” (Col) (5th 
wk). Down to $15,000 for fourth ses- 
sion ended yesterday (Tues.) which 
is good in view of length of run; 
third was hefty $26,000. “Song of 
Scheherazade” (U) is due in next. 
Giobe (Brandt) (1,500: 70-$1.20)— 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO) (9th-final 
. Wk). Holding up remarkably well 
with trim $18,000 for blowoff frame; 
eighth week hit sturdy $21,500. 
“Strange Woman” (UA) opens next 
Saturday (22), 


Gotham (Brandt, (900; 70-$1.40)— | troit) 


“San Quentin” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fairly good $20,000 after big $25,000 
opener. Holds again. 

Golden (767) ($1.20-$2.40)—“Henry 
V”" «UA) (25th wk). Still in chips 
‘with $9,000 for 24th session con- 
cluded last Saturday (15) while pre- 
vious round was virtually the same. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) 
—“‘Humoresque” (WB) (9th-final 
wk). Okay $17,500 for eighth week 
ending last (Tues.) night; 7th frame 
was $16,000. “Nora Prentiss” (WB) 
comes in Friday (21). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Sinbad” (RKO)- (5th wk). Fourth 
week ended yesterday (Tues.) held 
nicely at $35,000, only a step behind 
$36,000 done in third week. Stays 
indefinitely at this pace. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
—*"“Easy Come. Easy Go” (Par) with 
Ink Spots, Ella Fitzgerald, Cootie 
Williams orch on stage (3d wk). 
Second round concluded last (Tues. ) 
night held to fairly good $70,000; 
opening week was solid $82,000. 

Radio City Music Hall ‘Rockefel- 
Jers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “Yearling” 
(M-G) plus stageshow (4th wk). 
Perking a bit this“stanza aided by 
better weather and Lincoln's Birth- 
day to do $122,000 after fancy $123,- 
000 for third week. Still holds 
though “Sea of Grass” (M-G) is be- 
ing advertised as next attraction 
here. ? 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—"Stairway to Heaven” (U) (9th 
wk). Settling down to steady pace 
of $12,000, plenty profitable; last 
week was about same. Stays on at 

modified roadshow policy. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)—“Two 
Smart People” (M-G), No dice here 
at fair $7,500. Last week, “Tower of 
London” (U) (reissue), $7,500 ° for 
third week. nice. 

Riveli (UA-Par) 


$26,000 for 5th round « ded last 


issues is not helping overall biz pic- 
ture here this stanza, and few of 
neweentries are making a strong 
showing. “Dead Reckoning” is get- 
ting a fairly respectable figure at the 
big-seater Fox but “Love Laughs at 
Andy Hardy” is no great shakes at 
the small United Artists. “Till 
Clouds Roll By,” in second week at 
Michigan likely will get top coin. 

“Westerner” and “Adventures of 
Marco Polo” are doing remarkably 
well at the Downtown -vonsidering 
that both are reissues. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) ‘7th wk). 
Good $9,000. Last week, neat $10,- 
000. 

Broadway - Capitol (United De- 
(3,309; 76-95) — “California” 
(Par) and “Sweetheart Sigma Chi” 
(Mono) (3d wk). Sturdy $16,000. 
Last week, lusty $20,000. 

Downtewn (Balaban) (2,683: 70- 
95)—"“Westerner” (FC) and “Ad- 
ventures Marco Polo” (FC) (reis- 
sues). Surprising $18,000. Last week, 
“Sun Valley Serenade” (20th) and 
“The Bowery” (20th) (reissues), 
okay $10,000. 

Fox ‘(Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70-95) 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col). Solid $30,- 
000. Last week, “Temptation” (UA) 
and “Swell Guy” «(U), $27,000. 

Madison (United Det.) (1,866: 50- 
60) — “Killers” (U) and “Blithe 
Spirit” (M-G). Strong $2,600 for 3 
days. Last week, “Vacation Mar- 
riage” (M-G) and “Canyon Pas- 
sage” (U), $2,800 in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Det.) (4,039: 70- 
| 95)—“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
| and “Luckiest Guy in World” (M-G), 
| (2d wk). Powerful $32,000. Last 
week, terrific $40.000. 

Palms-State (United Det.) (2,976; 
| 70-95) — “Nocturne” (RKO) = and 
“Ghost Goes Wild” (2d wk). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, stout $22,000. 

United Artists (United Det.) .,- 








941; 70-95) — “Love Laughs Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) and “Magnificent 
| Rogue” (Rep). Mild $14,000 or near. 


| Last week, “Trapped” (Col) and 
}“Rage in Heaven” (M-G), fair 


| $18,000. 


AVA GARDNER’S LOANOUT 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Metro loaned Ava Gardner to 
Universal-International as femme 
‘topper opposite Fred MacMurray in 
the forthcoming mystery film, 
|“Singapore.” 





(2.092: 60-$1.25) | Actress recently completed a role 
—“California” (Par) (6th wk). Fine |0n_the same lot in the Mark Hel- | 


linger production, “The Killers.” 


Boswell-Joy Band Up 
Mir. Ace’ Big 206, Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 18. 


Bolstered by Connie Boswell and 
Jimmy Joy band, “Mr. Ace” looks 
to get a smash session at the Para- 
mount’s Orpheum, “Humoresque 1s 
not quite up to expectations. Noc- 
turne” at the Brandeis looks solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
85) — “Mr. Ace” (UA) and Connie 
Boswell- Jimmy Joy stage band 
show. Big $20,000. Last week, 
“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) 
and “Susie Steps Out” (UA), light 


$10,500. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Nocturne” (RKO) and “Blondie 


Knows Best” (Col). Healthy $8,500. 
Last week, “Wonderful Life’ (RKO) 
and “So Dark Night” (Col) (2d wk), 
fair $8,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 

“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Be- 
low the Deadline” (Mono). Light 
$8,300. Last week, “Her Sister's 
Secret” (PRC) and “Truth About 
Murder” (RKO), $8,800. 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65>) — “Humoresque” (WB). Only 
$8,500 looms. Last week, “Strange 
Woman” (UA), $9,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50)— 
-“Razor’s Edge” (20th). Fine $4,000. 
Last week, “Westerner” (FC) (rels- 
sue), $4,300. 


Califo Wo 
306 in Okay Hub 


Boston, Feb. 18. 


Town still is on upbeat with “Jol- 
son Story” still wow at the State and 
Orpheum although in third weeks. 
Other houses are sturdy with “Cali- 
fornia” strong at the Met. “Wicked 
Lady” with Joan Edwards heading 
stage layout at the Boston also is 
fine, 

Estimates for This Week 


Bosten (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Wicked Lady” (U) plus Joan Ed- 
wards, Ciro Rimac, Arthur Blake, 
Nonchalants. Tasty $31,000. Last 
week, “18 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d 
wk) with Hal MacIntyre _ orch, 
others, on stage, $28,000. 

Copley (Shubert) (1,000; $1.80)— 
“Stairway Heaven” ‘U) (2d wk). 
Roadshow 14 shows a week, excel- 
lent $9,000 after about $11,000 for 
first. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)— 
“Best Years Lives” (RKO) (8th wk). 
Matinees are dropping off but $8,000 
is good after. $9,500 last week. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Indie) (2d wk). Good $9,000 
after $12,000 in first. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— 
“Les Miserables” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Remaining sound at $8,000 on this 
reissue after about same last stanza. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“The Razor’s Edge” (20th) begins 
today (Tues.). Last week, “It’s 
Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and “Lone 
Wolf Mexico” (Col). Six days of 
fourth week was sock $22,000: last 
week, big, $25,000. ea 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) 
—“California” (Par) and “Susie 
Steps Out” (UA). Strong $30,600 or 
over. Last week, “Humoresque” 
oo) and “Mr. Hex” (Mono), $28,- 


‘ Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk), Huge 
$28,000 after $32,000 for second. 
_ Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Ghost 
Goes Wild” (Indie) (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $15,000 after $17,000 for first. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 40-80)—‘“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (3d wk). Fine 
$16,000 after $18,000 last stanza. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 30-74) 
—“Tampico” (WB) and “Conflict” 
(Mono) (reissues). Medium $4,500. 
Last week, “Hangover Square” (In- 
die) and “Lighthouse” (PRC), $5,500. 


‘Jolson’ Great 216, Mont’! 


z Montreal, Feb. 18. 

, Jolson © Story” at Loew's looks 
like the big one this stanza. Weather 
is denting biz slightly. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (CT) (2.700; 35-63)—“Dark 
ni on oe Stout $13,000. Last 
week “Darling Clementine” (| ) 
$11,500, ~ gis 

Imperial (CT) (1,850: 30-50)— 
“Gallant Journey” (Col) and “Lone 
Wolf in Mexico” (Col). Good $6,- 
000. Last week, “Cockeyed Miracle” 
(M-G) and “Made Me A Killer” 
(Par), $4,500 * 

Loew's (CT) (2,800: 35-67)—“Jol- 
son Story” (Col). Great $21.000. 
Last week, “Notorious” (RKO), $14.- 
500 for third week. 

Palace (CT) (2,300; 35-63) —“No- 
torious Gentleman” (UA). Okay 
$12,500. Last week. “Deception” 
(WB) (2d wk). $12,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 35-63)— 
i“Show-Off” (M-G) and “Wife 
| Wanted” (20th), Only $8,000. 
week, “Return of Monte 
| *Col) and “Alias Mr. 
(Col) (2d wk), $7.000. 








Chi Steady; ‘Sinbad’ Wham $19,000, 
‘Be Yours Oke 206, Beast’ Lusty 176 





sugar is “Humoresque.” 


—“Dead Reckoning” 
$36,000. Last week, “Secret Heart” 











Last | 
Cristo” | $2.40)—“Henry Vv" (UA) 
Twilight’.| Solid $6,500 after $9,000 for third 


i 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ........, .$3,276,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 206 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ,.....+....$3,009,900 
(Based on 23 cities, 184 theatres) 





Reckoning New 


High, 366, Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
“Dead Reckoning” is 


firstruns here. Also in the heavy 
“Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney” and “Perfect Mar- 
riage” among the newcomers are 
getting only lukewarm response. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“Per- 
fect Marriage” (Par). Mild $13,000. 
Last week, “Temptation” (U), so-so 
$9,000 for third week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94)— 
“Nocturne” (RKO) (2d run). Fair- 
ish $4,500. Last week, “Boom Town” 
(M-G) (reissue), great $7,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Nora 
Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk). Okay $21,- 
000. Opener was solid $37,000, 

Earle (WB) (2,760: 60-99 )—"Sweet- 


heart Sigma Chi” (Mono) with Char- | 


lie Barnet orch on stage. Nice $24.- 
500. Last week, “Blind Spot” (Col) 
and Duke Ellington orch, great 


$33,000. 


Fox. (WB) (2,250; 50-94)—"13 Rue 
Madeleine’ (20th) (3d wk). Nice 
$16,500. Last week, fat $25,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
(Col). Torrid 


(M-G) finaled at $14,000 for 6 days 
of 5th week. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94)— 
“Show-Off” (M-G) (4th wk). Hold- 
ing up well at $8,000. Last week, 
neat $11,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500: 50-94)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d run). Good 
$9,500. Last week, “Blue Skies” 
(Par), trim $9,000 for second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,350: 50-94)— 
“Humoresque” (WB). Sock $40.000 
plus elegant $4,500 for Sabbath show- 


ing at Earle. Last week, “Till Clouds | 


Roll By” (M-G), oke $19,000 for 
fourth sesh. 

Pix (Cummins) (500: $1.30-$1.95- 
$2.60)—“Henry V” (UA) (7th wk). 
Holding up well at $9,500. Last week, 
good $10,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-94)—“Ilt's 
a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Rousing $25,000. Last week, nice 
$26,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-94)—“Mr. 
District Attorney” (Col). Mild $9,- 
000. Last week, “Lady Luck” (RKO), 
$8,000. 


‘TEMPTATION’ TALL 
_ $18,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Feb. 18. 


“Jolson Story” is still the hottest 
thing in this chilly burg and will 
grab a big $25,000 on holdover. 
“Temptation” dualed with “Pilgrim 
Lady” is second best. Biz is slightly 
off all over. “Henry V” still on the 
black side of the ledger. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-75) 
—‘Temptation” (U) and “Pilgrim 
Lady” (Rep). Strong $18,000. Last 
week “Magnificent Doll’ (U) and 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono), $16,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000: 50-75)—‘Des- 
try Rides Again’ (U) and “When 
Daltons Rode” (U) (reissues). Okay 
$16,000. Last week, “San Quentin” 
(RKO) and “Vacation in Reno” 
(RKO), $17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). Great 





$25,000 after wham $33,000 first 
stanza, 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500;, 50-75)— 


“If I Had My Way” (U) and “Shad- 
ow of a Doubt” (U) (2d run). Solid 


| $17,000. Last week, “Shocking Miss 


Pilgrim” (20th) and 
Millions” (20th) (3d wk). $9.500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Gallant’ Bess” (M-G) and “Alias 
Mr. Twilight’ (Col). Good $8.500. 
Last week, “Her Secret Heart” 
(M-G) (m.o.). $8,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 50-60)— 
“Dark Mirror” (U) and “Fabulous 
Suzanne” .(Rep) (2d wk). Fine 
$8,500 after sock $14,000 for initial 
stanza. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676: 
(4th wk). 


session, 


setting a | 
house record at the Goldman this 
week and grabbing top honors among 


“Dangerous | * 


$1.20- | 


= Chicago, Feb. 18. 
onsidering the predominance 
holdoverss loop biz is maintaining 4 
steady pace, with the week being 
hel by Lincoln's birthday, Sey. 
eral films keep paying off despite 
long runs. Good example is “Jolson 
Story,” finishing its second month at 
Apollo with a solid $21,000. Same 
applies to “Razor’s Edge” with $18.. 
000 at the State-Lake where in its 
eighth week, 


Three films bowed in this week 
Grand, with “Sinbad the Sailor.” 
looks to make best showing at $i9. 
000. Palace’s “T’'ll Be Yours” should 
do nice $20,000 or near. “Beast With 
Five Fingers” at the Rialto is strong 
at $18,000. “Humoresque’” is big in 
its second week at the Roosevelt 
with $28,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 65-95) 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (8th wk) 
Hardly a sign of faltering at $21.000 
Last week, strong $23,000. . 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900: 65-95)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) teamed 
with Bob Crosby orch on stage (24 











wk). Good $45,000. Last week. 
stout $55,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900: 65-95)— 


“Wicked Lady” (U) (2d wk). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, stout $17.000. ° 

Grand (RKO) (1,500: 65-95)~ 
“Sinbad The Sailor’ (RKO). Looks 
great $19,000 or near. Last week, 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO) ‘7th wk), 
big $13,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 65-95) 
—“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) 
plus Clyde McCoy orch on stage (3d 
wk). Not too shocking at $30,000, 
Last week, trim $40,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)—"I'll 
Be Yours” (U) and “Code of West” 
(Rep). Sound $20,000 or near. Last 
week, “Love Laughs Andy Hardy” 





‘(M-G) and “The Trap” (Mono), 
tasty $22,000. 
Rialto <‘Indie) (1,700; 65-95)— 


“Beast With Five Fingers’ (WB) 
and “Shadow Of Woman” (WB), 
Lusty $17,000. Last week. “City for 


Conguest” (WB) and “Wild Bill 
Hickock” (WB) (reissues), nice 
$15,000. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 65-95)— 
“Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk). Ro- 


bust $28,000. Last week, sock 
$32,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 65-95) 


—‘Razor’s Edge” (20th) (8th wk). 
Crisp $18,000. Last week, neat 
$21,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 65- 
95)—"Till Clouds Roll By’ ‘M-G) 
(4th wk). Strong $20,000. Last week, 
tall $25,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 95-$1.20- 
$1.40-$1.80)—“Best Years Of Lives” 
(RKO) (9th wk). Still holdouts, 
| great $38,600. Last week, near same. 


‘Jolson’ Giant $23,000, 


Mpls.; ‘Pilgrim’ Bangup 
176, ‘Cross Heart’ 126 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 

With more favorable weather, 
grosses are picking up-again. The 
lone holdover. “Brief Encounter.” 
actually is doing better in its third 
week than it did in the first. Among 
the newcomers, the real strength 1s 
being demonstrated by “The Jolson 
Story” and “The Shocking Miss 
Pilgrim.” 


Estimates for This Week 








Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—"‘Lone 
Wolf in Mexico” (Col) and “Down 
| Missouri Way” (PRC). In for 5 


| days, good $2,200. Last week, “So 
Dark Night” (Col) and “Fool's Gold 
(UA) split with “South of Chisholm 
Trail”. (Col) and “The Trap” ‘Mono), 
| Okay $2,900 in eight days. - 

| Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
|“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA). Panned 
| by the critics and be lucky to hit 
i mild $6,000. Last week, “Wicked 
Lady” (U), big $9,500. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Dan- 
gerous Millions” (20th). Mild $3.000. 
| Last week, “Wife Wanted” (Mono), 
| $3,500 





Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70 )-—"13 Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) (m.o.). Good $5.- 
000. Last week, “Stanley-Living- 
stone” (20th) (reissue), $4,000. _ 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-70)— 
, “Jolson Story” (Col). Big $23,000. 
Last week, “Magnificent Doll” ‘U-l), 
$10,000. A 
| Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70) — 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). 
| Fancy $17,000. Last week. “Till 
/Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (3d wk), 
| fine $12,000 in 6 days. a 
| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
Mr. District Attorney” (Col), Good 
| $3,000. Last week, “Swell Guy” ‘U 
| 1), $7,000. “an 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Cros* 
My Heart” (Par), Crix slams —= 
N* it tough going. Good $12,00% 
Last week, “13 Rue Madeleine 
(20th) «2d wk), big $12,000. ae 
Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par). First nabe jn 
‘ing. Fine $4,500. Last week, “TI™® 
| Place, Girl” (WB), $3,500. 

Werld (Mann) (350; | k) 
“Brief Encounter” (U) ‘3d W¥*) 
Looks about $2,700 against 
' $2,500 second week. 
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SCOOP: 


CENTURY! 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, producers of the screen’s mightiest entertainments, reveal 





FOR THE FIRST TIME on any screen the personal HUMAN drama behind the 
greatest DRAMA of all time, the ATOMIC BOMB! It is the behind-the-scenes story 
of THE PEOPLE who made it, a LIFE STORY, a LOVE STORY, a MYSTERY 
STORY woven into the most fascinating and gripping motion picture you ever saw. 
A solid year in secret, guarded production and now a spectacular entertainment 


enacted by a hand-picked cast. No cost was spared to make it memorable! 








The forbidden door to 
the room from which they 
might never return! 















ONE LAST KISS 


and then the unknown! 





THEY ARE 
WAITING 
FOR IT 
EAGERLY> 





The hand that heid 
the vial of death! 











M-G-M’s PICTURE OF WE TURES 


Stazring 


BRIAN DONLEVY- ROBERT WALKER - rw ina 


BEVERLY TYLER - AUDREY TOTTER - HUME CRONYN 


VEL MARX . 4 metro-covowyN-MaYER PicTURE 


FRANK WEAD + ROBERT CONSIDINE osc NORMAN TAUROG ~ rroscs 











Launched with widely publicized Global Pre- 
mieres in leading English-speaking cities of the 
world! Terrific interest in advance of first en- 
gagements, Washington, D.C. and New York City, 
is mrediction of business to come to your theatre! 























SR a eS OO ee sy 
Tremere ma te a EMS Ieee 
See oD r ty 
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Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Firstrun grosses are continuing at 
a fairly even pace here, with four 
new bills helping brighten the situ- 
ation. “Lady in Lake,” sighting 
strong $72,000 in three theatres, is 
getting the top money, but “Cali- 
fornia,” playing in two Paramount 
houses, is comparatively as strong 
with $60,000. eS 

“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” is aiming 
for $67,000 in four spots which is 
okay but not big. “Abie’s Irish Rose’ | 
looks fair $28,500 In four smallseat- | 
ers. “Song of South” is sturdy with | 
likely $34,000 in two houses in third | 
stanza and holds a fourth. Second 
frame of “San Quentin” is hitting a 
surprising $25,500 or near in four 
situations. ; 

Roadshow pace continues steady. 
“Yearling” will do $12,500 on eighth 
week. “Best Years” appears near 
$42,000. “Duel in Sun” likely will do 
about $36,000. Both are in two 
hoses. “Stairway to Heaven” is| 
nifty $8,000 for fourth frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) 1,532; 50-$1)—| 
“San Quentin” (RKO) and “Dick | 
Tracy Versus Cueball” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Oke $3,000. Last week, good 
6.900 
: Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years’ (RKO) (8th wk). 
Steady $14,500. Last week, great 


15,400. 

: Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—‘Abie's 
Irish Rose” (UA). Good $5,500. Last 
week, “Chase”. (UA) (8d wk), nifty 
54.000. 

: Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; $1- 
$1.80)—“Yearling” (M-G) (8th wk). 
Strong $12,500. Last week, zoomed 
up to fancy $12,200. 

“Chinese (Grauman-WC). (2,048; 50- 
$1)—"Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). 
Cood $18,000. Last week, “13 Rue 








Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk), $10,300 
on blowoff. 
Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 


“Man I Love” (WB) (2d wk). Fair 
$14.000. Last week, nice $21,000. 
Dewntown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872: 55-$1)—“Abie’s Irish 
Rose” (UA). Slow $11,000. Las. 


ice But ‘Pilgrim’ Not Shocking 
At G1G, 4 Spots; ‘California’ Terrif 
606 in 2, ‘Lady’ Rousing 726 for 3 





week. “Chase” (UA) (3d wk) closed 
with $8,300. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G). ‘Smart $18.,- 
000, Last week, “Till Clouds Roll 
By” (M-G) (4th wk), neat $11,900 
on finale. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—‘San 
Quentin” (RKO) and “Tracy Vs. 
Cueball” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay 3,- 
500. Last week, smart $7,100. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1 20-$1.80) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (6th wk). 
Nice $21,000. Last week, steady $21,- 
900. 

Feur Star (UA-WC) (900; $1-$1.50) 
—Stairway to Heaven” (1') (4th 
wk). Fine $8,000. Last week, soared 
to $9.100 via continuous policy. 

Guila (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“T'll Be 
Yours” (U) (24 wk) and “Lone Wolf 
in Mexico” (Col). Only $2,500 or 
less. Last week, scant $3,000. 


‘Sinbad,’ Buffalo Ace, 
$23,000; ‘Show-Off’ 18G 


Buffalo, Feb. 18. 
“Sinbad the Sailor” is pacing all 
new entries here this week with a 
smash session at the Century. “Swell 
Guy” is doing fairly well at the La- 
fayette and “Show-Off” is having a 
nice week at the Buffalo. Weekend 
trade is pushing up biz in firstruns 
currently. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Show-Off” (M-G) and “Strange 
Journey” (20th). Nice $18,000. Last 
week, “Madeleine” (20th), $17,000. 


week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Rolling Home” (SG) (24 wk), faint 
$12,900, 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 





451; 50-$1) Dean ae tel Big Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 40-70) 
$21,000. Last wee k, “Cross eal '“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk). 
(Par) (2d wk), fair $7,900. Fancy $13,000 after $15,000 last 


RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- } week. 








Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, Le, with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U*S. amusement tax. 


‘Time, Place’ Big 
17G in Warm K. €. 


° Kansas City, Feb. 18. 

Musicals are getting the play this 
week as ome of the South” con- 
tinues strong in a second week at 











80)—“Song of South” (RKO) (3d| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Ma- 

wk) and “Mr. Twilight” (Col). Solid | deleine” (20th) (m.o.). Strong $10.- 

$17,000. Last week, with “Secret j 000. Last week, “Secret @art” 

Whistler” (Col). fine $24,600. | (M-G) (m.o.), $9,000 and over hopes. 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—‘Tll Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘‘West- 

Be Yours’ (U) (2d wk) and “Lone jerner” (Par) and “Splendor” (Par) 

Wolf” (Col). Weak $3,500. Last | (reissues) (2d wk). Good $5,000 after 

week, fair $7,900. $6,000 last week. — . 
Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 

“l']] Be Yours” (U) (24 wk) and | “Swell Guy” (U) and “Singin’ in 

“Lone Wolf’ (Col) Only $3,000. | Corn” (Col). Sturdy $14,000 or near. 

Last week, scant $4,800. | Last week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; | (2d wk), $11,500. 

50-$1)—T'll Be Yours” (U) and 20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 

“Lone Wolf” (Col) (2d wk). Light | 40-70) — “Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) 

$7,500. Last week, average $13,000.|and “Vacation in Reno” (RKO). 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— | Pacing city with smash $23,000. Last 

“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). | week, “Song of South” 

Good $12,000. Last week, “Rue! wk), $6,500 

Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk), okay 

i FWC) (885; $1.20-$1.80 ¢ ? 
Vogue | >) (885; $1.20-$1.80)— Tha . Be Y 

“Duel” (SRO) (7th wk), Steady Indpls. WS, ours 


$15,000. Last week, stout $15,600. | ’ 
Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)— | G, 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G). Ph sees $18.- | Great 1] Time, Place 
000. Last week, “Till Clouds Roll 
By” (M-G) (4th wk), neat $9,800. | Sturdy 156, Heart’ 116 
na a gl UN aes | Indianapolis, Feb. 18. 
$9,000. Last week, fair $16,100. | Film biz is moderately bullish here 
ree |again this week, thanks to milder 


' 


‘fe 9 | weather and batch of new attractions 
Sinbad Smash at most downtown spots. “Time, 
| Place and Girl” is strong at Indiana 


'to lead town. “I'll Be Yours” is 





ithe Orpheum. ‘Time, Place and 


at the Newman. “Secret Heart” at 


(RKO) (3d lat th is getting a good opening week 


the Midland and “Temptation” in 
jthree houses are getting only a 
moderate play. Weather turned 


| warm and pleasant over the week- 


end, giving houses a break from re- 
| cont cold spell. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire - Uptown- Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Temptation” (U). Fairish $15,000, 
but won't holdover. Last 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) ‘also 
had light trade, $16,000. 

Kime (Dickinson) 550; 65)—“‘Open 
City” (Indie) (4th wk). Nice $5,500. 
Last week, $6,000 


Midland (Loew's) (3.500: 45-65)— | 


“Secret Heart” (M-G) and “Blondie’s 
Moderate $16,- 


e | strong at Keith’s, “Cross My Heart” | Big Moment” (Col). 
2G To S Cine is okay at Circle. 000. Last week, “Jolson Story” 
Estimates for This Week (Col) (3d wk), great $14,000. 





| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) 


Cincinnati, Feb. 18. |—“Cross My _ Heart” (Par) and 

Downtown biz is rising with the | “Mysterious Mr. Valentine” (Rep). | 
weather after last week's frigid | Nice $11,000. Last week, “Wake Up, | 
stanza. Hotest film currently is| Dream” (20th) and “Strange Jour- | 


“Sinbad the Sailor,” several. degrees | "€y” (20th), $10,000. 
up on “13 Rue Madeleine.” also a 
newcomer and lush. “Magic Bow,” 
another firstrun, is so-so. 


Estimates for This Week 


—“Time, Place, Girl” (WB). 
| $15,000. Last week, “Razor’s Edge” 
(20th) (2d wk), sluggish $10,000 after 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70)—“13 | big $18,000 opener. 
Rue Madeleine” (20th). All right Keith’s (Indie) (1.300: 40-60)— 
$15,000. Last week, “Perfect Mar-|“I’ll Be Yours” (U). Great $11 000. 
riage” (Par), $8,000, new low for | Last week, “Wicked Lady” (U), slow 
house. $7,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70)—|" Leews (Loew's) (2.450 
sory ,450; 40-60)— 
Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d “Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk). Plump 
wk). Swell $13,500 after sock $18,- $11,000 to add to second stanza’ bi 
000 opening. Holds again. $12'500 nzas Dig 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70)— L 7 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d wk). wnt (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
Nifty $10,500 after great $15,000 e Bowery” (20th) and “Sun Val- 


le Serenade” (20th) (reissues). 
Oke $7,500. Last week, “Beast With 
Five Fingers” (WB) and “Game of 


opener. Stays on. 
Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—‘*Ma- 
gic Bow)) (U). So-so $6,000. Last 








week, “I'll Be Yours” (U-I) (2d Death” (WB), $7,000. 
wk). $4,500. 
Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“It’s 


Wonderful Life” (RKO). Moveover 
for third downtown week. Sock §7,- 
500. Last week, “San Quentin” 
(RKO) (m.o.), slow $4,000. 


‘Badman’ Big 206, Denver 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45- 
65)—“Time, Place, Girl” (WB). Solid 
$17,000 and probable holdover. Last 


| week, “Cross My Heart” (Par), $14,- 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) | “Song of South” (RKO) and “Fal- 


Strong | £0"§ Adventure 


(RKO) (2d wk). 
Smash $15,000. Last week, socko 
$19,000. 

Tower (Fox Joffee) (2,100; 45-65) 
—“That Brennan Girl” (Rep) and 
| “Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col) with Ada 
| Brown heading stage bill. Average 
| $9,500. Last- week, 
| (Rep) and “Lone Wolf in Mexico’ 
| (Col) with vaude, so-so $8,000, 





‘Clouds’ High $22,000, 
| Seattle; ‘Heart’ 101,G 


Seattle, Feb. 18. 
The severe cold weather of the 
past week is hurting trade at many 
theatres. “Secret Heart” and “Till 
Clouds Roll By” look to be the best 


newcomers, Latter is especially 
strong. 


week, | 


“Heldorado” | 


Pitt Perks: ‘Jolson’ Huge 286, ‘Life’ 
Wonderful 256, ‘Sinbad’ 


Fancy 266 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 
Famine of the last few Seeks hes 
made way for a feast currently. with 
three hot films running neck and 
neck, all in big dough. Leader will 
be “The Jolson Story” at Harris, and 
top money at this spot speaks extra 
volumes hecause of house Capacity 
“It's A Wonderful Life” at Penn is 
making next best showing and is big 
“Sinbad the Sailor” also is big at the 
Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)—«“ry 
Be Yours’ (U), Crix lambasting 
here making it tough and terrific 
competition this session is really 
hurting. Will be lucky to get $7.000 
Last week, “Temptation” (U), only 
$8,000 in 10 days. t 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-79)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col). Looks to get 
smash $28,000. Last week, secorid of 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th), fine 
$12,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 40-70)— 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO). Catching 
on and developing strong stayin 
powers. Ought to land great $25,000, 





j}and that means a h.o. Last week, 
i“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
|.wk), good $17,500. 

| Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—*“ Humor. 
| esque” (WB) (m.o.). Here after two 
|; weeks at Stanley. Won't hit above 
| $2500, moderate Last week, 


| “Strange Woman” (M-G). 
town week, oke $3,000. 
Senater (Harris) (1,759: 40-70)~ 


4th down- 


i“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (m.o.), 
| Nice $4,500 or over. Last week, 
|“One Million B. C.” (UA) and 
| “Housekeeper’s Daughter” (UA) 
| (reissues), satisfactory $4.000 in 10 
days. 

| Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Sin- 


| bad Sailor” (RKO). Got away to 

booming start but isn't likely to hold 
pace. Looks sock $26,000 or better, 
despite this. Holds. Last week, 
|*Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk), $llj,« 
| 000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) ‘m.o.), 
Strong $10,000. Last week, “Notori- 
ous” (RKO), $7,500 for 4th wk 


‘Be Yours’ Lively 126, 
| L’ville; ‘Marriage’ Trim 
| 166, ‘McGurk’ Nice 156 


Louisville, Feb. 18. 

Weather is balmy, and business at 
downtown houses is on the bright 
side. Recent cold spell put a 
crimp in grosses, but film biz is 
bouncing back with renewed vigor, 
“Perfect Marriage,” at the Rialto, 
ag md McGurk” at the State. “Tl 
Be Yours” at the National, look best 
bets. “Be Yours” is doing compara- 
tively greatest business. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s (1,000; 40- 
60) —“Cross Heart” (Par) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
Fair $4,000. Last week, “San Quen- 
tin” (RKO) and “Dick Tracy Vs. 
Cueball” (RKO) (m.o.), low $2,200. 





In 2 Spots; ‘Clouds’ 226 














Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld (956; Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70)— Estimates for This Week “Stranger” (RKO). and *‘Badman’s 
50-$1)--“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA)./| “Sinbad Sailor” (RKO). Smash $20,- Denver, Feb. 18. | Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)—| Territory” (RKO). Good $3,400. Last 
Good $6,500. Last week, “Chase”/000. Last week, “It's Wonderful' “Till Clouds Roll By” is the big | VOcturne” (RKO) and “Vacation in| week, “Undercurrent” (M-G) and 
(UA) (3d wk), nice $3,700. Life’ (RKO) (2d wk), $10,000, news here with smash week at the | Remo” (RKO) (2d wk). Sad $3,500.|“Mr. Ace” (UA), mild $2,900. 

Hollyweed” (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)—| Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70)— | Orpheum. “Angel and Badman” also | L@st, week, “Duffy’s Tavern” (Par)| Mary Andersen (People’s) (1,100; 
“Man I Love” (WB) (2d wk). Okay |“Blue Skies” (Par) (m.o.). Fourth | is scoring with big biz at the Denver | #24 “Flame of Barbary Coast” (Rep) | 40-60)—“Beast Five Fingers” (WB). 
$10,000. Last week, satisfactory $17,-| round on front line. : Solid $7,000. | 82d Webber. (reissues), slow $2,900. 


200. 

Hollywoed Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475: 50-85)—‘“Abie’s Irish 
Rose” (UA). Good $5,500. Last 
week. “Chase” (UA) (3d wk), went 
out with $3,400. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“I'll Be 


Yours” «(U) (24 wk) and “Lone 
Wolf” (Col), Dull $3,500. Last week, 
slow ¢ 


500. 

“Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
$1) — “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” 
(20th). Barely okay at $26,000. Last 
week, “Rue Madeleine” (20th) (3d 
wk), closed with $15,500. 

Les Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097; 
50-$1)—“Lady in Lake” (M-G). 
Handsome $36,000. Last week, 
“Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (4th wk), 
#*mnooth $17,800. 

Leyola ‘(FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). 
Neat $11.000. Last week, “Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk), $6,400 
on final frame. 

Miflion Deliar (D’town) (2,420; 50- 
85)--“San Quentin” (RKO) and 
“Tracy Cueball” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Near $6,000. Last week, good $12,500 
on first week with straight films. 

Orpheum ‘(D'town-WC) (2.210; 50- 
$1)—“San Quentin” (RKO) and 
“Tracy Cueball” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Good $13.000. Last week, very 
solid $27,200. 

Palace (‘D'town - WC) ($1-$1.80) 
—‘Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Smooth $27,500. Last week, terrific 
$30,800, ahead of first and second 


weeks. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Song of South” (RKO) (3d wk) 
and “Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col). 
Nifty $17.000. Last week, with 
“Secret Whistler” (Col), sturdy $24,- 
300. 

Parameunt (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“California” (Par) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Rep). Smash $39,000. Last. 


Last week, $9,000 


‘Humoresque’ Hot 206, 
Balto; ‘Badman’ 76, 2d 


Baltimore, Feb. 18. 

“Humoresque” at the big-seater 
Stanley is the big news here this 
week, with trade reported extra 
good. Also in surprisingly strong 
position is “Angel and the Badman,” 
repeating at the Mayfair after a 
house record for getaway session. 
Other spots doing well also. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘(Loew's-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“The Chase” (UA). Drawing 
well at $14,000. Last week, second of 
“Strange Woman” (UA), $13,200. 

Hippodrome (‘Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-75 )—“‘Song of South” (RKO) (3d 
wk) plus new vaude layout. Main- 
taining fairish pace at $13,000 after 
previous week's $14,800. 
Keith’s (‘Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“California” (Par). Starts to- 
day (Tues.) after nice week of “La- 
dies’ Man” (Par) with $11,700. 
Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980: 25-55)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Aiming at another top figure of $7,- 
000 after a much better than pre- 
viously reported preem that hit a 
new house record of $8,600. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk). 
Fairish $8,000 after second round of 
$9,200. 





moresque” (WB). Big news of city 


Love” { 
Tow 


B), fair $13,200. 
(Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“Tt's onderful Life’ (RKO) (4th 
wk). Final round drawing $11,000 
after steady third sesh at $12.700. 





Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)—“Hu-| «(m.o.). good $4,500. 


at sock .000. Last week, “Man I} ge! and Badman” 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 35-74) — 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Gentle- 
man Joe Palooka” (Mono). after 
— at sa, wether. Fair $4,000. . 

ast week, “Humoresque” ( 
good $5,000. it — 
: Depham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-70)— 

Perfect Marriage” (Par). Moderate 
$11,000. Last week, “Cross My Heart” 
(Par) (2d wk), fair $7,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74) —“An- 
gel and Badman” (Rep) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” day-date with 
Webber. Nice $16,000. Last week, 


tleman Joe Palooka” ( 
goed #14008. Mono) (m.o.), 
Esquire (Fox) (742: $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Big $8,000. 
Last week, record $9,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 235-74)— 


“Strange Voyage” (Moto). Gr at 
$22,000. Holds over. Last week, “It's 
Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and “Bos- 





ton Blackie and Law” (Col) (2d wk), | 


| big $17,000. 
| Paramount (Fox) (2,200° 35-74)— 
|“That Brennan Girl” (Rep) and 
| “Renegade Girl” (SG). Fairish 
$8,000. Last week, “The Chase” 
‘UA) and “Devil on Wheels” 
(PRC), good $10,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Hu- 
| moresque (WB) and “Renegade 
Girl” (SG), after week at Denver. 
| Esquire, Webber, Aladdin. Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Strange Wom- 
an” (UA) and “Trap” (Mono) 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“An- 
] (Rep) and “The 
Pilgrim Lady” (Rep), day-date with 
Denver. Fine $4,000. Last week. 
| “Magnificent Doll” (U-I) and “Gen- 
_tleman Joe Palooka” 
| $3,000. 


“Magnificent Doll” (U-I) and “Gen- 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) 
—Secret Heart” (M-G) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Manhunt” (Col). Good $10,- 
~s we Ramee ew id (RKO) 

nd “Vacation in Reno” 
$10,600. no” (RKO), good 


Liberty (J&vH) (1,650: 45-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (8th wk). Great 
$10,500. Last week, about same. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)—“13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “Shad- 
owed” (Col) (3d awk). From Para- 
me. 5 $5,000. Last week, 

‘ange Woman” (M-G) (4th w 
$3,900 in 6 days, wore: 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
|; “San Quentin” ¢RKO), Big $11,000. 
| Last week, “Gallant Bess” (M-G) 
| and “Blackie and Law” (Col),: okay 
$10,000 in 10 days of second week. - 
(H-E) 





Orpheum (2,600; 45-80)—. 
| of histler” (Col). Nice $10,500. 
|Last week, “Deception” (WB) (2d 
e ), big $8,500. 

Palomar (H-E) (1,350: 45-80) — 
‘Out California Way” ‘Rep) and 


“Lighthouse” (PRC) plus stage show. | 


Oke $6,000. Last week, “Desperados” 
(Col) and stage, fair $5,600, 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G). Socko 
$22,000 or near. Last week, “Made- 
leine” (20th) and “Shadowed” (Col) 
(2d wk), good $9,500. 

Reosevelt (Sterling) (800: 45-80)— 
“Deception” (WB) O3a wk). 
| $4,500. Last week. 4th of “Dark Mir- 
ror’ (U) and “Allotment Wives” 
(Mono) (4th wk), nifty $3,600. 
|_ Winter Garden (Sterting) (800: 25. 
50)-—“Margie” (20th) and “Sister 
| Kenny” (RKO) (3d run). Slow $3.- 
000. Last week, “Time of Lives” «U) 





$3,300. 


Good | 


Nice $8,000. Last week, “Humor- 
esque” (WB) (2d wk), $7,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
—‘I'll Be Yours” (U) and “Danger 
Woman” (UA), Lively $12,000. Last 
week, “Her Sister’s Secret” (PRC) 
ond Mighty Scandalous” (U), fair 


Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—"Perfect Marriage” (Par) and 
“Criminal Court” (RKO). Aiming at 
solid $16,000. Last week, “Razors 
Edge” (20th) (2d wk) big $15,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— 
“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and 
“Chase” (UA). Stout $15,000. Last 
week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) and 
“Cigarette Girl” (Col), neat $16,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 
60)—"Westerner” (FC) and “Come 
And Get It” (FC) (reissues). Neat 
| $7,000. Last week, “Cross My Heart, 
(Par) and “Dangerous Millions 





“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) and | Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Secrets | ‘20th), oke $6,000. 


| Cltmangiaeannentgeenemnce 

‘ 5] . 

‘Clouds’ Bright $37,500, 

| - 

- _ « a, } 

| Frisco; ‘Quentin’ 1836 

San Francisco, Feb. 18. 

| Better product is held responsible 

|for the upbeat in business here this 

| week. Pacing the field of newcomers 

‘is “Till the Clouds Roll By.” at the 

| Warfield. “Temptation” also looms 

as a pleasing new entry at the OF- 

pheum, while “San Quentin” is prev- 

|ing sock in first four days for the 

Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fex (FWC) (4,651; 55-95) “Ane 

‘and Badman” (Rep) (2d wk). Oka} 

| $14,500 in 6 days. Last week. strong 

| $33.000. 95) 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: OKO? 

|—"Boston Blackie and Lav iR 


(Mono), fair and “No Leave” .M-G) (3d run) Plus vaude headed by “Truth or Co 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Russia Slated for 46,700 Theatres 
By 1950; 50% Films Now Tinters 


Gothenburg, Sweden, Jan. 30. * 


Declaring that Russian color tech- 
niques had so advanced that some 
50(% of the country’s film produc- 
tien now consists of tinters, Soviet 
film director Serge Ivanov also re- 
vealed that “Robinson Crusoe,” 
touted Russian  three-dimensional 
color feature, would soon be 
preemed in Moscow. Currently 
touring Sweden as an _ official 
representative for the Russian Film 
Industries, Ivanov is being -accom- 
panied on his junket by Georg 





Greiff, chairman of the AB Soviet 
Film in Stockholm. 
Remarkable repairs have been 


made to some 12,800 Russian thea- | 
tres damaged by the Germans dur- | 
ing the war, Ivanov disclosed. Ali 
are now reopened, he said, and 
noted that upon completion of the 
Seviet’s present five-year plan in 
1950 there are expected to be a total 
of 46,700 film theatres throughout 
Russia compared with an estimated 
15,200 as of Jan. ‘46. He didn’t 
specify whether 35m theatres or 
special 16m setups would comprise 
this total. 

Discussing current Russian film 
production, Ivanov emphasized that 
a large part of the industry's output 
will consist of scientific pictures. 
Preservation of world peace also 
looms large, he added, and said di- 
rector Friedrich Ermler recently 
started a film, “For Saving the 
World,” which is based upon good- 
will among all nations. Production 
of special films for children is to be 
another important phase of the five- 
year plan, he pointed out. 

Most popular foreign stars in Rus- 
sia, according to Ivanov, are Greta 
Garbo and Charlie Chaplin—and 
Walt Disney’s cartoons. Ingrid Berg- 
man is comparatively unknown as 
yet. Believed to be a result of the 
recent Swedish loan to Russia, 
Ivanov confirmed that Swedish pix 
will soon be exhibited in Russia. 


MEX PIX PRODUCERS 
GET OWN BANK SETUP 


Mexico City, Feb. 18. 

Pix producers, who were hard hit 
by halting of loans by the big pri- 
vate banks, see relief through the 
@rganization here, under a federal 
franchise, of the Credito Cine- 
matografico Mexicano, capitalized 
for $30,000,000 (Mex) and intended 
to provide ample finance. 

Organizer is Manuel Echeverria, 
prominent filmer, and set up is 
backed by such big local banks 
as the Banco Internacional, Banco 
Mexicano, Banco de Industria and 
Banco de Industria y Comercio. 
Main stockholders are Gen. Abelardo 
L. Rodriguez, ex-President of Mex- 
ico, now governor of Sonora state; 
Theodore Gildred, Ameriean studio 
and theatre operator, and Produc- 
ciones Grovas, pix producers. Board 
includes Luis Montes de Oca. who 
Was Secretary of Finance during 
two presidential regimes; Gildred, 
— Jesus Grovas, Producciones’ 
ead. 





| class. 





EQUITY SETS $52 MIN. 
FOR AUSSIE PIX ACTORS 


Sydney, Feb. 10. 
Native talent will face film cam- 
eras for a salary minimum of $52 
weekly for a 48-hour week, accord- 
ing to a deal just inked by Actors’ 
Equity and local producers. Arbi- 

tration Court must okay the setup. 
There had been threats of a strike 
in the Aussie pix industry if pro- 
ducers made any attempt to employ 
cheap labor, including the hiring of 
amateurs, or non-employment of 
Equity talent. Agreement sets out 
weekly rates of pay for the Aussie 
pix biz as follows: extras $28; bit 

players, $40; actors, $52 minimum. 
Wordage is the main yardstick for 
the rates. According to the agree- 
ment, an extra is a person who 
speaks no more than six short lines 
of dialog, and bit players must like- 
wise not go above 50 words, other- 
wise he or she steps into the $52 
For non-speaking ‘roles the | 
rate is $24 a week. 


Metro Preps New 
Aussie Exhib Go. 


Sydney, Feb. 18. 

Metro is prepping a new holding 
company to cover theatre properties 
in Australia presently under its own 
ownership or control, along with 
other new property currently being 
angled for as part of the company’s 
expansion plans under managing 
director Bernie Freeman, it’s been 
learned. 
As a separate unit from its own 
distribution setup, Metro presently 
operates eight theatres in Aussié 
keys. Company is slated to take over 
the Minerva in Sydney and has 
plans for top Sydney nabe expan- 
sion. Freeman will also seek out- 
of-town property buys. . 
Metro execs, it’s reported, figure 
it’s okay to invest coinage in Aus- 
tralia despite high taxes, seeing 
much the same conditions of good 
biz as exist in other parts of the 
world. Company toppers also figure 
that a buy in the zone in which 
they’re operating would introduce a 
taboo against any political washback 
via the old opposition cry of “Yankee 
Octopus,” leveled against any ex- 
pansion plans of a “foreign” unit. 

Metro position in Australia is con- 
sidered excellent at present, with 
practically every other: distrib op- 
erating in this zone envious. Com- 
pany employs hundreds of Aussies, 
|Jhas loads of money sunk in local 
real estate, controls its own distri- 
bution organization and doesn’t have 
to depend on anyone for key re- 
leases. 








Latin-Amer. Tour in B.A. 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 18. 








Lou Jackson of Brit. 
Nat’l Back to London 


Lou Jackson, exec producer of 
British National Films, leaves to- 
morrow (20) for London 
Queen Elizabeth after a 10-day stay 
in New York looking for American 
pix talent for British productions. 
With recent agreement 


British National and Warner Bros.. 


'land six Goldwyn beauties on Bue- 
;nos Aires’ Moron airport Sat. (22), 
winding up their Latin-American 
tour as a publicity stunt for “The 
Kid From Brooklyn,” with Danny 
‘Kaye. The six are due for a round 
of junketing liable to tire out even 


courtesty call on Senora de Peron. 
The girls will throw a cocktail 
party for press and local film per- 


an hour after their arrival. 


} Can 


‘Eagle’ Screams Loudly 
Again In London Bow 


London, Feb. 18. 

“Eagle Has Two Heads,” opening 
at the Haymarket Feb. 12 with 
Eileen Herlie, repeated the tremen- 
dous success it scored at the Ham- 
mersmith tryout last summer, with 
James Donald also scoring. 
Critics still maintain that the ve- 
hicle is inferior to the acting. The 
play is in for a short run prior to 
the revival of Noel Coward's “Pres- 
ent Laughter.” 


Swiss Burn At 
M-G’s Acquisition 
Of 2 Theatres 


Basle, Feb. 18. 

Metro faces a boycott by Swiss 
exhibitors as a result of its recent 
acquisition of the Rialto theatre, 
Geneva, and the Capitole, Lausanne. 
Exhibs are incensed over the move 
because they claim that the Ameri- 
company violated regulations 
of the Swiss Film Board which bans 
theatre ownership by a film dis- 
tributor. 

Currently, Metro has filed appeal 
from .a_ three-month suspension 
order from membership on the Swiss 
Film Board, running from Jan. 14, 
which carries with it sanctions for 
the period of the suspension. .Ad- 








ditionally, the company has been 
fined $5,000. 

American major film companies, 
all of which have representatives on 
the board, have joined Metro in 
fighting enforcement of the regula- 
tion banning theatre - ownership. 
Majors all see it as bad in principle 
since it hampers similar moves 
which they may want to make in 
the future. | 


Anti-U. S. Argentine 
Censor Gets Part Axe 


Montevideo, Feb. 10. 

One-time film commentator Nestor 
(Miguel P. Tato), long an enemy of 
U. S. pix interests in Argentina, has 
now fallen foul of the local film 
producers and been clipped. 

The local film tycoons took their 
complaints against Nestor to Presi- 
dent Peron personally, with the re- 
sult that the ex-press attache of the 
Japanese Embassy during World 
War II has been dismissed from the 
influential post he has held (since 
the Peron regime took over) in the 
Entertainment Board which con- 
trols all showbiz in Argentina. 

The dismissal was accompanied by 
a spate of letters published by 
Nestor in right wins newspapers, 
accusing actors and producers aSsO- | 
ciations of engineering his dismissal | 











. 
Goldwyn Girls Winding Up | tainment Board has not affected his 


The Pan-American. Clipper will! jing his commentaries over Radio E)| 


on the 4n Eleanor Roosevelt, including a | 


between ‘SOnalities at the AWvear Palace hotel | 
They | 


controlled Associated British Cine- | @m¢ due on the air over Radio E} | 
|Mundo for Lux theatre at 9:30 that | 


mas circuit of 500 theatres for 
product distribution, Jackson is pre- 
paring series of high budgeted fea- 
tures. 

Refusing to be caught in middle of 
controversy about respective merits 
of British amd American pictures, 
Jackson s@d both countries were 
turning out “wonderful” 
Producer is accompanying 
Yule, owner of British National. and 
daughter back to England on the 
Elizabeth. 


Algiers Exhibs Shut Down 


Paris, Feb. 18. 


Algerian exhibitors have closed 


down, protesting the administration's | 
refusal to permit an admission hike. 


Crrent scale in Algiers theatres 


is a 25¢ top while in French Morocco | 


the tariff is 50c. 


pictures. | 
Lady |, 


evening, and will be interviewed by 
commentator Chas de Cruz over 
Radio Belgrano at noon next day. 

Teresa French, of RKO’s publicity 
department, is handling the arrange- 
ments, 


UA S. A. Shifts 


Filling post left vacant last week 

promotion of Sam Bekeris to 
United Artists supervisor of south- 
ern part of Latin-America, Jorge 
Suarez has been named UA’s mana- 


by 


ger in Argentina by foreign manager | 


Walter Gould. Arnoldo Binder was 
appointed to acting manager in 
Chile, Suarez’ former post 


A. W. Katz, UA’s manager in 
China and Japan before the war. 
Was appointed manager in Singa- 


pore, succeeding Fred S. Gulbran- 


jsen, resigned. 


for their own purposes. Associa- | 
tions countered by bringing suits for 
libel against Nestor. 

Nestor’s dismissal from the Enter- 


position as propaganda counsellor to 
the Army Command, and on behalf 
of the latter he continues broadcast- | 


Mundo. 





Mex Daily Says Actors, 
Producers Dodge Taxes, 


Mexico City, Feb. 10. 

El Nacional, local daily that is the 
government’s organ, has the fiim 
trade talking about the charges it! 
printed that several film players are 
dodging the income tax, an all- 
federal levy in Mexico, and that 
several producers are in cahoots 
with them. 

System is simple, says El Nacional. | 
Accused players allegedly make 
three contracts with producers—one | 
to dodge the tax, a second for pub- 
licity purposes, and the third the | 
real one, which, according to the | 
daily, remains hidden. 

El Nacional, saying that this rack- | 
et is costing the government heav ily, | 
asserted that “our picture business | 
is all bluff and publicity.” But, ie 
added, “this sort of evasion of in- | 
come tax is not peculiar to Mexico. 








Lapinere Out of Par 
Paris, Feb. 18. 
Failing to agree as to the scope 
of his duties, Isadore Lapinere has 
parted amicably with Paramount. 
Lapinere, who handled publicity 
for Par during the recent Cannes 
Film Festival, is regarded as the 
leading continental film flack. j 


| tends to New York's 


| bought 





Hebrew Thsiie 








Palestine Despite Political Unrest 





SOVIET 3-DIMENSION 


HOUSE READY TO OPEN 


Moscow, Feb. 11, 
With two three-dimensional fea- 
tures completed and more planned, 


the first stereoscopic theatre will 
open here soon. Leadoff film will 
probably be “Robinson Crusoe” 


which the Russians worked on for a 
protracted period using a technique 
of taking two pictures on a film at 
one time from points of view cor- 
responding roughly to the difference 
between the two human eyes. 
Three-dimensional cameras and 
screens are the invention of Semyon 
Ivanov, riveter from Bolshoi Tok- 
mak, who began experiments 12 
years ago. Film is projected so that 
the beam doesn’t hit the screen 
directly but is thrown on special 
mirrors which divide the light and 
then reflect the beam to the screen. 


Two pictures are divided so that | 


each eye sees only the picture de- 
signed for it. Screen is of optical 
glass whose front, surface is flat 
while the back is covered with 
filigreed facets arranged fanwise. 
Facets serve to separate impressions. 
Cloth screen is at an angle lower 
and behind glass screen. 


Chinatown Eases 
Product Problem 


Product shortage, major problem 
of most subsequent runs, even ex- 
Chinatown. 
Harold Lee, operator of the Silver 
Star theatre where Chinese pix are 
shown exclusively, declared last 
week that the situation will be de- 
cidedly .eased when fresh Chinese 
films, now en route, arrive from the 
Far East. Three new pictures 
last summer from Shaw 
Bros., Hongkong film producers, and 
now held in the N. Y. Custom 
House, will be, he said, the first 
fresh film fare for his patrons since 
before the war. - 

Lee, owner of the N. Y. Chinese 
Film Exchange which books some 15 
houses in the U. S., West Indies and 
Panama, pointed out that during the 
war he usually ran pictures for a 
full week and repeated them about 
every two years. He predicts a 
sharp climb in grosses when the new 
product becomes available. De- 
scribing his patrons’ tastes, he said 
most of them considered tomedies 
as their top favorites while musicals 
ranked lowest. 


Current London Shows 


London, Feb. 18. 
“Antheny-Cleopatra,” Piccadilly. 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Bern Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Caste,” York’s. 

“Chatterbuck,” Wyndham. 











“Eagle Has Two Heads,” Hay- 
market. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand - . 


“Follow The Girls,” Majesty’s. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 

“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“Hattie Stewe,” Embassy. 

“High Time,” Palladium. 

“Til Met by Moonlight,” Vaudeville. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 


“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess. 
“Mother Goose,” Casino. 


“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. | 


“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 

“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Red Riding Hood,” Adelphi. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shephard Show,” Princes. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket 
“Winslow Bey,” Lyric. 

“Wizard of Oz.” Saville. 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall. 


Jerusalem, Feb. 10 

Despite the unrest in this area 
due to the political situation. the 
Hebrew theatre is flourishing here 
Various legit groups are currently 
busy on a series of revivals of Eng- 
lish, Jewish and Greek classics that 
have met standout success. 

Habimah’s premiere was “The Ad- 
mirable Crichton” by James, Barrie 
Drama group is underlining the 
| social criticism implicit in the play 
|by rebaptizing it “Servant , 
Lord.” Hebrew version is by Nat an 
Alterman with first rate siove 
designing by Genia Berger. De.) te 
jexcellent acting of J. Bertonoff and 
| Kutai in leading roles, play is jack. 
j ing in dramatic sense as a result of 
| laying on the moral side too th ckly, 

Tyron Guthrie, English staze qi. 
rector with the Old Vic company 
worked with Habimah for six weeks 
as guest produeer of Sophocles’ 
“Oedipus.” Following recent evacia. 
tion of British citizens from Pales- 
tine, Guthrie was forced to 


nd 








move 
i\from a hotel in Tel Aviv into 
| quarters inside Sarena’s suburbs 
| About 50 persons who attended 
| Habimah’s first performance of “The 
|Dybbuk” in Moscow 25 years aso 
were the company’s guests of honor 
| at a special presentation of the same 
|play in Tel Aviv recently. Chel’s 


| Worker's theatre, celebratin: _ its 
| 20th anni jubilee, put on a surprise 
| hit with a new adaptation by Mark 
Lavry of “The Witch,” by Abrahom 
yoldfaden, “father of the Jewish 
| theatre.” 

| “Antigone,” Jean Anouilh’s adapta- 
tion of the Greek play, has been put 





jon at the Chamber theatre by an 
avant-garde dramatic group. Play 
was translated into the Hebrew by 
N. Altermann with Passotsky as 


producer. Play is unlikely to have 
|wide audience appeal but is e@ 
| courageous theatrical experiment 


| FRENCH NEWSREELS IN 
PROTEST VS. METRO DFAL 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

Tending to block expansion of 
new film enterprises, postwar gov- 
ernment technicalities are making 
| the path of newcomers a thorny one. 
|In an attempt to eradicate their op- 
position, French newsreel companies 
have officially protested the newly- 
launched Metro Journal (a ‘news- 
reel) charging Metro's 1946 permit is 
invalid because it was granted after 
the war. 


Metro, on the other hand, claims 
-to have had three prewar previews 
in provincial keys. If the new Min- 
ister of Education Pierre Bourdan 
decides to reopen the case, he will 
give Metro a hearing before handing 
down a final decision. 

Completing its first year of opera- 
tion, Metro News, distributed outside 
the U. S. and Canada, has been ad- 
mitted to membership in the News- 
reel Assn. of Great Britain and Ivre- 
land. Company recently opened a 
Paris office to handle continental 
distribution. 


Pascal Sets New Irish 
Pix Unit With Dermody 


Dublin, Feb. 13. 

Chicago-born Abbey Theatre pro- 
‘ducer Frank Dermody, who resigned 
|a short time ago to become associ- 
| ated with Gabriel Pascal, leaves 
jhere soon to study film direction im 
| France and Italy. 

| Parent company for new Paseal 
‘unit in Ireland will be newly 
formed Irish Films, with Patrick and 
Peter Farrell, exhibs; Robert Flana- 
|gan, agent; Arthur Cox, aitorney, 
jand Pascal and Dermedy on direc- 
,torate. Pascal is due in Dublin about 
|March 2. 














| 
| 


Dermody, who formerly diré cied 
Gaclic Theatre in Galway, says [rish 
ifilms will have “international horl- 


|zon.” Abbey plays are expected ba 
be recruited as cast of pix made 
i|here for Pascal. 


JOCK LAWRENCE ABROAD 


Jock Lawrence, vecpee of the J. 
Arthur Rank organization in charee 
of publicity, sails today (19) mee 
England on the Queen Elizabeth. 


| Lawrence heads directly for London 


to huddle with Rank officials pe 


| for 


| budget and promotional piers 
‘forthcoming British product 


| He returns to the U. S. Mare? 15. 
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Exhibs Score 
Free R.R. Films 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Allied States Assn. of Exhibitors 
has opened fire on the new service 
of the Chesapeake & Oh’o Railroad 
—showing films in the evening on 
one of its crack trains. Films are 
being supplied in 16m size by Uni- 
versal-International under a cne- 
year contract, 

Portion of a statement released 
here over the weekend appeared a 
warning to Universal that it might 
lose exhibitor customers by persist- 
ing in the arrangement. Statement 
also shook an admonitory finger at 
the other studios by indirection. It 
said, in part: 

“Does Universal think it is elevat- 
ing the tene of the business by put- 
ting movies on the free list? 

“The use of premiums, giveaways, 
two-for-ones and bank night not 
only have been frowned upon but 
have been assigned as the reasons 
for increasing clearance over the 
offending theatres, But Universal 
evidentiy feels that giving away 
movies is a virtue since it has made 
“Swell Guy” available to the C.&O. 
before offering it to the exhibitors. 

“Not only is the C.&O. to have 
priority on run but also, apparently, 
it will be granted more favorable 
terms. Since it charges no admis- 
sion fee, it probably does not have 
to play on percentage. And if it 
does not play on percentage, it pre- 
sumably will be spared the atten- 
tions of Confidential Repogts and its 
weird collection of checkers. 

“Since the theatres directly or in- 
directly provide virtually all of the 
major companies’ revenue, we are 
confident that far-sighted executives 
will not supply their production on 
16m to be shown in competition with 
the established theatres—and in any 
event, not for free shows.” - 





Break Into Iowa Theatres 
Des Moines, Feb. 18. 

Robbers broke into the Ritz tHea- 
tre, Centerville, Ia., escaping with 
an undisclosed amount of cash repre- 
senting week end receipts from 
both the Ritz and the Majestic thea- 
tre, Central States Theatre Corp. 
houses in Centerville. 


| MPA Pulls Reins 


cooperation can be obtained, but fig- 

ure that whatever can be achieved 

is a step in the right direction. 
Aronson’s OK Job 

Reviewing of pictures for bestowal 
of the export okay will be in the 
hands of Alexander Aronson, who 
two weeks ago was made assistant to 
Gerald Mayer, managing director of 
the MPA international division. 
Aronson was formerly assistant to 
Irving Maas, v.p. and g.m. of MPEA 
and was for many years Continental 
rep for Metro. He'll have the aid 
and advice of Mayer and a group of 
experts on questionable pictures. 

With many foreign countries look- 
ing for any sort of excuse to clamp 
quota and other restrictions on 
Hollywood’s output, another major 
facet in the overall plan of industry 
Public relations goes into effect 
March 3 with the arrival of Addison 
Durland on the Coast to start the 
International Information Centre. 
This will be a central intelligence 
agency to provide up-to-the-minute 
dope to the studios from abroad on 
what should and shouldn’t be in pix 
from an international viewpoint. A 
corps of specialists will be available 
fulltime to give advice. 

Industry leaders are hopeful of 
the success of the IIC since not only 
the major studios have agreed to 
avail themselves of its services, but 
lined up in the past few weeks to 
Support it and abide by its advice 
have been the Society of Independent 
Producers, which consists of the 
major indies, and the Independent 
Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
(Chadwick group), consisting of 
lesser indies. Latter organizations 
will be handed all the informative 
material gathered at considerable 
cost to themselves by the major 
studios during the past few years. 

MPA is very pleased to have 
aligned the indie groups, since, 
when pix are attacked abroad, the 
Stigma is not placed on any particu- 
lar film or its producer, but on 
Hollywood as a whole. Specialists 
will work with the producers, di- 
rectors and writers while the film 
is in the script stage, to avoid un- 
necessary expense of cuts, revisions 
er reshooting. 














Sale of Camden Papers 
Hit County Theatres on 
Merchandising of Pix 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Sale of the Camden Courier-Post 
newspapers and their subsequent 
suspension have created quite a 
problem for film men in that Cam- 


den county community of more than 
125,000 and its trading area of more 
than 300,000, with a total of 30 the- 
atres, 


To merchandise their pictures, 


now that the city is without local | 


dailies, the film men have resorted 


to a number of advertising alterna- | 


tives. They are using radio, sound 
trucks, and ads in weekly papers in 
the area. 

The lack of newspaper advertising 
has adversely affected the b.o., 
theatre men report. They gloomily 
predict further bad_ effects on 
grosses. If the situation continues 
for too long a period. 

The Philadelphia newspapers that 
have wide circulation in the area, 
the Evening Bulletin and the In- 
quirer, are now publishing pic sched- 
ules, which help considerably, say 
theatre men, but certainly are no 
substitute for full coverage such as 
they have been used to before the 
papers suspended publication. 


Philly’s Film Row Due 





For 50% Boulevard Cut 


* Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Film Row will be chopped in half 
in the near future when the state 
begins its long-délayed plan _ to 
widen Vine street make a boulevard 
from the Delaware River Bridge to 
the Ben Franklin Parkway. 


The State Department of High- 
ways announced over the weekend 
that it would start the project im- 
mediately after having postponed it 
due to shortage of materials. The 
south side of Vine street, hub of 
Philly exchange area, will be do- 
molished. Due to go are the Colum- 
bia exchange, Hollywood exchange, 
and a number of indie branches and 
film accessory outfits. 

The Vine street project had been 
ready to go for the past five years 
but each time there was a respite 
due to war exigencies, public pres- 
sure, etc. 








UA Reps 


Continued from page 5 








likely that all the producers will go 
along with him in dropping their 
reps. Sears’ big point is that a 
liability exists for triple damages to 
any exhib who figures he should 
have won the bid when a picture 
was awarded to his opposition. If 


UA is to accept that liability, ac- 


cording to Sears, it naturally must 
have final say on choosing the win- 
ning bid. If the producer, via his 
rep, insists on final choice among 
bidders, the liability devolves on 
him. It is not assumed that many 
producers will want to chance 
triple-damage suits. On the other 
hand, they will want assurance, pref- 
erably contractually, that they do 
shuck off all liability in waiving deal 
approval. If they remain open in 
any way to suits, they'll more than 
ever want a right to okay contracts. 


Multi-Duties 


Even if the producers do waive 
contract approval, several of them, 
at least, will retain their reps in 
New York, since these reps perform 
a number of other activities regard- 
ing special foreign distribution 
deals, sale of reissue rights and even 
talent and story negotiation. This is 
particularly true of the old-line UA 
producers with permanent organiza- 
tions and important backlogs of pic- 
tures, such as Sol Lesser and Ed- 
ward Small. 


Edward C. Raftery, UA prexy, was 
supposed to attend the Coast meet- 
ings, but didn’t go since he is being 
sought in California for service of 
papers in the suit by David O. 
Selznick against UA. His brother, 
George, a member of UA counsel, is 
attending in his stead. 


Producers’ reps at the conclave are 
Harry Gold (Howard Hughes), David 
E. Weshner (Bing Crosby), Carl 
Leserman (Benedict Bogeaus), Harry 
Kosiner (Edward Small), Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr. (Federal Films), Ted Baum- 
feld (Arnold Pressburger), Buddy 
Rogers (Charles Rogers), Harvey 
Day (Jules Levey), Lowell Calvert 
(Hunt Stromberg) and Don McEl- 
waine (Andrew Stone), 


Loretta Young to ‘Bishop’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Samuel Goldwyn signed Loretta 
Young to co-star with Cary Grant 
and David Niven in “The Bishop’s 
Wife,” slated to start this week, with 
William Seiter directing. 

Femme role was originally as- 
signed to Teresa Wright, who with- 
drew to await motherhood. 


Ad-Pix Bouncing 
Back Big This Yr. 


Commercial advertising pictures, 
which took a_ $10,000,000 nosedive 
last year as a result of the unstable 
production output of the country’s 
top manufacturers; have rebounded 
this year with a vengeance. Top- 
| coin advertisers are expected to sink 
|at least $22,000,000 into ad-pix in 
1947, representing a  $7-8,000,000 
boost over last year’s gross and by 
far the biggest year in the infant 
| industry’s history. 

Reason for the skyrocketing in- 
vestment in the medium is the fact 
that this is the first year since 1940 
when manufacturers have been cer- 
tain enough of their ability to pro- 
duce to plan’ a long-term ad-pix 
|campaign and to establish sales and 
service training via films, according 
to execs of the J. Walter Thompson 
ad agency’s film department, which 
is probably the top agency in the 
business. Heavy investment in the 
medium also represents far greater 
recognition of its value on the part 
of manufacturers. Fact that this 
recognition was not forthcoming im- 
mediately after the war was prob- 
ably the result of the manufactur- 
er’s economic uncertainty, it pointed 
out. 

Most of the 1947 ad-film spending 
is expected to go for sales and serv- 
ice training of company personnel, 
with a hefty share of it also ear- 
marked for mMstitutional public re- 
lations advertising. Latter is carried 
on mostly via educational and docu- 
mentary pix, which are slanted for 
schools, colleges and civic organi- 
zations. Because of its institutional 
nature, the manufacturer’s pitch 
usually consists only of an opening 
and closing credit line, with the 
company’s particular merchandise 
inserted as unobtrusively as possible 
into the script. 

Rapid expansion of foreign mar- 
kets will also hypo the work of ad- 
pix, according to the JWT spokes- 
men. Virtually all foreign JWT of- 
fices now use films for local compa- 
nies, spotting native product in their 
own markets. Films bankrolled by 
the top American companies with 
worldwide offices also get played in 
foreign countries, where they are 
either dubbed into the native lan- 
guage or carry on original foreign 
soundtrack via two separate sound- 
tracks on the original production. 
American manufacturers are ex- 
pected to produce films especially 
for the foreign market, but most of 
the foreign ad-pix are now bank- 
rolled by native firms. 


DILLINGER SISTER ASKS 
9006 IN SUIT ON FILM 


Shelbyville, Ind., Feb. 18. 

Mrs. Audrey Hancock, sister of 
John Dillinger, outlaw of a decade 
ago, has filed suit for $500,000 dam- 
ages against Monogram Pictures, 
Inc., and the Lyric Theatre Operat- 
ing Co., Inc., Indianapolis, and also 
asked for an injunction to prevent 
further exhibition of the Mono film, 
“Dillinger,” on the grounds that it 
incites juvenile crime. The suit was 
filed in Shelby county circuit court 
here, after having been venued from 
Marion Circuit Court in Indianap- 
olis, where the suit was originally 
filed. ; 

Mrs. Hancock asked the half- 
million for “embarrassment” caused 
to her and her family by the show- 
ing of the Dillinger film at the Lyric 
| theatre in Indianapolis in July, 1945. 
|She charged the defendants had no 
|legal right to produce or exhibit the 
|picture and asserts that many scenes, 
|showing Dillinger shooting several 
|persons, are false and untrue. 

She demanded that the prints be 
| destroyed. 




















‘Montana Amus. Tax Out 
Helena, Mont., Feb. 18. 
| A threatened amusement tax al- 
| lowable to cities, counties and minor 
| subdivisions in Montana was 
| squelched before hitting the floor of 
|Montana’s 30th legislature. 
Independent theatre reps, sport 
and even municipal reps aided in 


killing the bill in committee, 








Roch. IA Pension Plan 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 18. 

Rochester stagehands have de- 
veloped a new wrinkle for a pen- 
sion plan. 

Members of Local 25, IATSE, who 
retire after 25 years service, auto- 
matically become members of an ad- 
| visory board and draw $15 a month 
lunder a new provision of the con- 
| stitution just voted. 

Majority now in the union are in 
; the elderly category, and younger 





} members, because of dearth of stage | 


| shows, have not been as completely 
| trained in the fine points of stage 
mechanics as oldtime crews. Lack 


| of skilled stagehands has been re- | 


| vealed here by efforts of traveling 
| Shows tc lure members to go on the 
road. , 


ATA. (Despite Allied 
Walkout) Will Push 
| Co-op With U. S. Ideas 


National Allied’s walkout not- 
withstanding, formation of an all- 
industry organization to treat with 
the Government and deal with other 
matters applying to the film biz as 
a whole will be pushed. Aiming 
towards creation of a permanent set- 
up sought by Government officials, 
meeting has been called for March 
4 with invitations already sent to 
exhib organizations, major distribs 
and the newsreels. Temporary or- 
ganizing committee, headed by 
American Theatres Assn. prexy Si 
Fabian, will make its report and ask 
for replacement by a permanent 
unit blanketing the industry, 

Originally planned at Government 
behest to funnel its pix to exhibs, 
pro tem committee will recommend 
expansion of the org’s functions to 
embrace such touchy problems as 
charity drives and the serious 
climb in tax bites. Necessity of rig- 
ging some sort of representative or- 
ganization to meet these puzzlers 
has been pointed up by recent de- 
velopments such as the publicized in- 
dustry falling out with the Red Cross 
and the widening movement by local 
politicos to clip theatres, it’s said. 

Meanwhile, proponents of the unit 
continue sour on the decision of 
National Allied’s board to withdraw 
support from the organization. Their 
claim is that Allied is playing poli- 
tics in refusing to go along and that, 
once again, Allied “intransigency” 
has hampered the shaping of an 
essential all-industry body which 
could do much to further the cause 
of films, 

Movement had marked time since 
the Washington huddle in the fall to 
await action at the mid-winter Al- 
lied board meeting despite Govern- 
ment impatience to start the ball 
rolling. Formal membership ac- 
cepiances have been registered by 
ATA, Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, the eight majors and 
the five newsreel companies. 


GAMBLE TAKES OVER 
KATZ’S SIX THEATRES 


Ted Gamble, board chairman of 
the American Theatres Assn., closed 
a deal this week acquiring the six- 
house Monarch Circuit from Sam 
Katz, Metro studio executive, and 
his brother, Harry. Purchase of the 
chain gives Gamble control of the 
first-run situation in Indianapolis, 
where three of the houses are 
located and three others in the out- 
lying section. It brings Gamble’s 
holdings up to 16 theatres with the 
other 10 located in Oregon. 
Harry Katz, reportedly, 
the theatres because of 








unloaded 
failing 





health. Understood that he'll join 
his brother, Sam, on the Coast 
shortly. 





San Antonio Nabe 
| Robbery a Dry Haul 


San Antonio, Feb. 18. 

| Safecrackers, after knocking off 
| the knob of the safe, failed to open 
| the strong box in the office of the 
| Uptown theatre, an Interstate nabe 
|house. According to police the rob- 
|; bers were amateurs. Entrance to 
the house was made through a rear 
door. 

J. H. Sollock, manager of the 
|} house said the safe contained sev- 
| eral hundred dollars in cash, 





Influx of British Films Shifting 
More U.S. Theatres to Foreign Policy 


+ Swing to an art theatre policy still 
rides the upbeat with Charles 
Skouras, National Theatres prexy, as 
the latest convert to the spreading 
trend. Sighting on the b.o. harvest 
promised by the postwar influx of 
British and foreign language pix, 
Skouras has already switched nabe 
; houses in Oakland, Cal., and Seattle 
jto art operations and is currently 
| weighing added changeovers in simi- 

lar houses. Skouras is reportedly 

considering the program in a num- 

ber of theatres which have been 
| recently turning in low receipts on 
| Yank pix. 





| Meanwhile, Prestige Pictures unit 
of Universal which handles the 
artier of J. Arthur Rank’s product 
in America, is mapping a campaiga 
| to hypo the movement. Lewis Blum- 
| berg, assistant to Lawrence J. Mc- 
Ginley, Prestige sales chief, pushes 
off this week on a tour of U's ex- 
changes to check the conversion-to- 
art possibilities in the territories. 
Blumberg will instruct exchange 
managers to survey their sectors 
and report likely prospects to h.o. 

What Universal wants is a com- 
| plete tabulation of theatres suitable 
| to straight playing of Prestige films. 
Played first run in sureseaters, Pres- 
tige product such as “Brief En- 
counter” has demonstrated a staying 
power which insures exhibs that its 
pix can keep a small house going for 
the better part of the year. Initial 
survey now in Universal’s hands 
tabulates 156 theatres which have, at 
one time or another, operated on an 
art policy in the past ten years. 

British and foreign pix are mak- 
ling a particularly strong showing 
jin New York and on the Coast and 
consequently changeover trend is 
strongest in these two _ sectors. 
Rosener Circuit on the Coast added 
its impetus last week when it ac- 
quired the Stage Door and Nob Hill 
houses in San Francisco. Both thea- 
tres will shift to British and foreign 
films, bringing the Rosener total to 
eight—four in Los Angeles and four 
in Frisco. 

In New York, where foreign films 
do their best, sizable number of art 
houses has been increased by transi- 
tion of the Republic theatre to over- 
seas product. Flexer circuit, medium 
sized chain operating in the south, 
which has gone all-out for Prestige 
pix, is reportedly expanding above 
the Mason-Dixon line with the idea 
of picking up nabe houses and 
switching to British and foreign 
flickers. 


Minn. Combine Makes 
Peace With Par On 
Several Pictures 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 

After a “boycott” of the company’s 
product for nearly a year, Theatre 
Associates, one of the territory's big- 
gest buying and booking combines, 
has made peace with Paramount to 
the extent of agreeing to terms on 
a number of pictures. A spokesman 
for the exhibitor group said that the 
“strike settlement” was possible be- 
cause “both sides gave a little 
ground.” 

One of the combine’s members is 
Bennie Berger’s circuit. Berger, 
president of North Central Allied, 
a few weeks ago denounced Para- 
mount for its alleged “excessive” 
terms and declared that more than 
150 independent exhibitors in the 
terrifory are “boycotting” it because 
they can’t afford to play its pic- 
tures. At the last North Central 
Allied convention here, Berger tried 
unsuccessfully to get the body to 
adopt a resolution condemning Para- 
mount because of the alleged “vi- 
cious and unreasonable demands.” 

In addition to the Berger circuit, 
Theatre Associates also includes the 
W. R. Frank, Eddie Ruben, Ben 
Friedman and Volk Bros. chains, ail 
of them large and successful thea- 
tre circuits. During the “strike,” 
which started in March last year 
with the release of “The Virginian,” 
|Twin City theatres owned by mem- 
bers of the combine have passed up 
13 top Paramount pictures, many of 
them ace boxoffice hits, in their twin 
City downtown first-runs and en- 
gagements in Minnesota Amus. Co, 
(Paramount) neighborhood houses. 

During the past year, the big 
combine has also turned thumbs 
down on RKO’s “Kid From Brook- 
lyn” and “Notorious,” and United 
Artists’ “Caesar and Cleopatra” and 
“Mr. Ace,” 
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MPA Pushing A.M. 
Children’s Films 


With the special Saturday morn- 
ing kid shows which were inau- 
gurated by theatres throughout the 


country four months ago at the urg- 
ing of the Motion Picture Assn. con- 
sidered a top industry good-will get- 
ter, MPA is sending its public rela- 
tions force into the field to check on 
and further promote the shows. Pre- 
liminary tally reveals that in the 
17 weeks that the Children’s Film 
Library has been in operation to 
provide pix ior the moppet enter- 
tainment there have been approxi- 
mately 5,000 shows. 

Paramount, the only company 
which has. so far provided an exact 
score to the MPA, reports 926 spe- 
cial showings of the three pix it has 
made available to the CFL. Twenty- 
eight films, provided by. the eight 
majors, comprise the Library. A 
new batch of titles is now being 
made up and will be in exchanges 
within a few months. 

Glen Allvine and Arthu. DeBra, 
of the MPA New York office, were 
in Albany Friday (14), where they 
huddled with all the major com- 
pany branch managers, some district 
managers and reps of the Fabian 
and Warner circuits. It was agreed 
at the confab that a city the size 
of Albany should not have more 
than two special Saturday shows 
each week. In their enthusiasm at 
the start of the program,. six or 
seven theatres were running the 
a.m. entertainment, but discovered 
there wasn't patronage or pix in 
sufficient quantity to support them. 
Aim is now to get at least one such 
performance in each town each 
week. 

Mrs. Marjorie Dawson, of the 
MPA, is now holding meetings with 


theatre men on the Coast to push | 


the showings, while DeBra and All- 
vine will make further visits to east- 
ern cities. 





Weuld Repeal Ohie 3% Tax 
Columbus, O., Feb. 18. 
Measure to repeal the Ohio state 
3% admissions tax, as recently rec- 
ommended by Ohio Tax Commis- 
sioner Emory C. Glander, has been 


introduced in the Ohio House of} the Broadway stage, for the femme 
Representatives by Rep. Clifton L. 


Caryl, of Union County. 


If the state repeals the tax, it will 
pave the way for municipalities to | and Peter Lawford are slated for | 


enact such a levy. 


FILM SALES-PLANNING 


Baltimore, Feb. 18. 

Stressing importance of sales- 
planning for pictures before produc- 
tion, Paul Hollister, eastern studio 
rep for RKO, told the Sales Man- 
agers’ Club of Baltimore that the 
film industry was the most hazard- 
‘ous in show business. But despite 
risk, he said public taste in stories 
can only be met and led by costly | 
venturing or else it “must wither, 
and the public will get singing com- 
mercials and like them.” 

Pointing out differences between 
film and other industries, he de- 
clared that “one of Kettering’s 
dreams is the car that will travel 
100 miles on a gallon and cost $100. 
But General Motors can’t risk tool- 
ing for a freak car, knowing that 
it may very well lose money; Ww here- 
as the motion picture producer 
cheerfully knows that ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ or ‘Caesar and Cleopatra’ or 
'‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ or ‘Sister 
Kenny’ may very well not show a 
profit—but it jolly well has to be 
made for the good of mankind.” 
| Claiming that radio presents “zero 
competition to motion pictures,” 
Hollister said the proof of film's 
popularity was indicated by fact that 
60 to 80 million people per week pay 
cash to be told stories in the motion 
picture idiom. “If for any reason,” 
We said, “the picture theatres of 





America were to close at once, | 
you'd see a popular uprising that | 
would make the recent threat of a | 


railroad strike look like a sulky kid 
with his thumb in his mouth at a 
dancing school.” 

But despite the wide acceptance of 
films in general, he said, scientific 
sales-planning for each specific pic- 
ture was necessary if it’s to show a 
profit. He detailed three factors en- 
tering into this planning: (1) sense 
of appraisal of the seasoned pro- 
ducer: (2) constant contract with 
public through 18.000 theatres 
through which is registered their 
tastes: and (3) certain novel and 
'mechanical aids for pre-testing the 
| public’s attitude towards a forthcom- 
ing story on the screen. 


} 
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PAUL HOLLISTER ON 


| Johnston, 






Johnston 


| 
Continued from page 5 jaa! 
the radio,” he commented. “Neither 
do we want Government to enter 
the field of film production.” 

Johnston pooh-poohed an attack by. 
the Allied States Exhibitors Associa- 
tion upon the showings of motion 
pictures on Chesapeake & Ohio rail- 
road trains. He said it was no differ- 
ent than showing films on ocean 
liners which has been going on for 
years. * 


} 


Foreign Analysis 

Exhaustive and detailed analysis 
of foreign trade, particularly in 
films. will be presented by Eric 
Motion Picture Assn. 
prexy, later this week to a joint 
committee of Congress and Govern- 
ment departments which will make 
recommendations for a U. S. foreign 
trade policy. Johnston’s exhaustive 
charts and tables are designed .to 
carry on his fight for continuance 
of the reciprocal trade agreements. 

MPA chief was in New York Sat- 
urday and Sunday attending meet- 
ings of the Committee on Economic 
Development, of which he is a 
member. 


ee | 


‘ABIE’ CLAMPDOWN 
IN NORTHWEST FIZZLE 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 

Threatened “boycott” of “Abie's 
Irish Rose” because of alleged ex- 
hibitor opposition due to racial and 
religious rezsons has fizzled out al- 
most completely here, despite the 
‘demand by Bennie Berger, president 
of North Central Allied, that it be 
withdrawn from distribution and his 
lassertion that the refusal to accede 
,to the demand would bring a move 
ifor state and local censorship. 
| The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
| mount circuit) was the first to take 
| the bull by the horns, making a deal 
|for the picture and spotting it cur- 
rently in one of its loop “A” houses, 








| Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Recent publicity stunt of polling San Quentin prison inmates on their 
reaction to Liberty Films’ “It's a Wonderful Life,” recalls similar coup 
pulled by Jake Wilk when he was flack chief for World Pictures some 
Years back. Picture was “Alias Jimmy Valentine” and a $25 prize was 
offered to the best comment written by a Sing Sing prisoner. One of the 
entries was so exceptionally well-written that Wilk became interested in 
the identity of the convict. After the latter's release, he was introduced 
to prominent literati personages and successfully embarked on a writing 
career. His name was Henry Leverage, a well-known slick mag con. 
tributor who died a few years ago. 





Circumventing Metro which objected to his practice of reviewing its 
pictures the same day that they opened, Alton Cook, N. Y. World-Telegram 
film critic, worked out a “friendly arrangement” with the National Boarg 
of Review whereby he became a member and sat in on its advance screen. 
ings. 

Cook made no secret that he was attending screenings as a Nationa} 
Board member. However, Howard Dietz, Metro's director of publicity 
squawked to the NBR expressing amazement that a professional reviewer 
was sitting in on preview arranged strictly for the NBR. Last week io 
avoid embarrassing the NBR, Cook withdrew from the organization 


Jimmy Fidler’s alibi on “Duel In the Sun” sounds like an old habit. 
When questioned about the divergence between his printed praise of the 
| Selznick production and his razzing of same on the air, Fidler explained 
that the typed story was written by one of his staff in his absence. When 
Fidler was sued by Walter Wanger for attacks on “Scarlet Street.” he ad- 
mitted he had given the film a three-star notice in his column three weeks 
before he slammed it on the air. 
Reports that Mutual Life Insurance Co. ef New York had recently bought 
20,000 shares of Paramount common stock at something over $500,000 are 


untrue. Mutual execs, in denying the reports, said it was in no way an. 


indication of their lack of faith in pie stocks as an investment, but undér 
state laws governing insurance companies they are not permitted te pur- 
chase common stocks at all. 





Maxwell Shane, who is generally called hyphen in Pine-Thomas, turned 
out his first directional job for the Two Bills (Paramount), with “Fear In 


the Night,” which he wrote as well. Picture was shot in 10 days for about 


$130,000, which also sets some sort of a modern production record in view 
of costs, etc. 

















Hold Salary Line | Bill Would Restrict N. Y. 
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| executive veepee, received a pay 


Albany, Feb. 18. 
boost of $43,414. Top salaries paid 


Outdoor Advertising 


Film and legit billboard advertis- 


were $223,623 to Blumberg: $223,623 | ing, along with other types, have 
|to board chairman, J. Cheever Cow- Deen put under attack by State 


Senator Thomas C. Desmond with 


. din; $101,899 to Fox who also re- 
the Century. Charles Winchell, the - : . 
circuit's general manager, said the | ceived $42,000 as United World Pic- 


chain has encountered no opposition | tures head; $60,117 to John J. O'Con- 


MG Inks Joan McCracken |to or complaints against the picture. | Mor, veepee; $128,299 to Charlies D. 


|combine which includes the Berger 
| theatres isn’t “boycotting” the pic- 


Holly wood, Feb. 18. 
| Metro signed Joan McCracken, of 


comedy lead in the forthcoming 
musical, “Good News.” 
June Allyson, Gloria De Haven 


top roles, starting March 3. 





Prutzman, general counsel; $138,899 
| to Clifford C. Work, former studio 
| chief; $65,917 to Martin Murphy, 
ture. although it hasn’t made a deal | V-P-> $143,899 to William A. Scully, 
yet for it. The combine spokesmen | sales head, and $128,299 to Joseph H. 


Even the buying and booking 


say they’re awaiting the public re- 


Seidelman, foreign topper. 


introduction by him of four bills 
| drastically restricting all forms of 
'outdoor displays. 

His bills would require licensing 
'of outdoor advertisers and prohibit 
locating of signs near state parks, 
highways, and intersections. 








action to the picture and boxoffice 

teed pepe a ie | Harry Cohn, Columbia prexy, led 
ave = eee eee | that company’s payroll with a salary | 
However, Harold Field, head of a | 


SAG on Reissues 


Continued from page 1) 


Columbia's Setup 
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New York Theatres 











ours of $223,600, Other high bracket! making film. Such a clause would, 
i tas Park. Saath Oc tke natehinen: | salaries listed were $130,000 to Jack if accepted, point the way to other 
niet heeee whose headquarters are | Cohn, executive veepee; $92,516 to talent groups in future demands. 
here hes declared he éoncidere the | Abe Schneider, veepee ane treasurer; | Loanout clause is believed to de- 
picture “offensive” and will re- | $89,845 to Nate Spingold, ad-publicity | mand 50% of the profit made when 





Dane Clarke © Martha Vickers 


Greenstreet 
in Warner Bros. Hit 


“That Way With Women" 


with 
ALAN HALE °. CRAIG STEVENS 


im Person 
Claude Thornhill 
and His Orchestra 
Special Attraction Direct from 
Holly wood 
Marth- Vickers ©@ Alen Hale 
BROADWAY 


AT 47TH >. REET $s T R A N D 





ANN SHERIDAN 
in Warner Bros. New Hit 


“NORA PRENTISS”’. 


Co-Starring 
Kert SMITH © Bruce BENNETT 
Robert ALDA 
Directed by Vincent Sherman 
WARNERS' 
B‘way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD 








fuse to show it in his theatres. | €#4: $81,000 to Abe Montague, sales a studio farms players out, giving 
‘A number of individual exhibitors ;"°#4: $76,791 to B. B. Kahane. veepee,| actor half of coin made by studio 
_are known to have taken a similar and $69,275 to Joseph A. McConviile, | over and above his salary during 
‘stand, but others are buying and | frmer chief. | the loan. 
showing it. The buying combine that J. Arthur Rank holds 134,375 | Among 20 or more new provisions 
once most of the leading Min- 'shares of Universal common, repre- | being considered by the SAG com- 
ineapolis and St. Paul independent |senting 13.3% of the outstanding | mittee are a weekly minimum of 
,exhibitors, who were supposed to Securities, according to the proxy. | $250 for all contract players on an 
|be dead set against the picture, | British tycoon has these interests in| eight-hour day. All provisions have 
}hasn’t got it on its “boycott” list, | the name of General Cinema Finance | been discussed not only by commit- 
‘but is awaiting the public reaction. |Corp. in which he is an officer. i tee but by that group in interviews 
When Berger sent his ultimatum GFD is the licensee of U's pix in | with individuals and groups in SAG, 
to United Artists, he said he was Britain under a contract made April | in order to get a representative idea 





























Betty GRABLE Dick HAYMES 


“THE SHOGKING MISS PILGRIM” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicoter 
Plus on Stage—PETER LORRE 
Git LAMB @ Extra! EVELYN KNIGHT 


ROXY sons." 

















PARAMOUNT 


ces 





MIeNIeRT FeATwee 
mrentiy 


——=—= | acting for a group of exhibitors. |2, 1936. |of what the body wants in way of 


Grad Sears, United Artists’ sales; While this pact has until June 30, a new pact. 
head, advised Berger that deletions ,1956 to run, negotiations are cur- 
were being made, bu he upbraided |rently under way to either amend | 
| the North Central Allied head for or supersede the agreement, the | 
| bringing the matter to the attention | proxy said. U is presently distrib- | 
lof the press. Berger, however, as- , uting certain of Rank’s product in 
, Serted he'd request the mayor and | the U. S., it added, but it is expected 
| the latter's committee on inter- | that an agreement will be made for 




















“THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ | “CALIFORNIA” 


N. Y. Film Critics 





B WAY 


AND 
47 ST 


MAUREEN @'HARA - WALTER SLEZAK 
SINBAD me SAILOR 


1M GORGEOUS TECHN/ICOLOR 





In Technicolor 
A Paramount Picture Starring 
Ray MILLAND, Barbara STANWYCK 
Berry FITZGERALD 


With Geerge Ceulouris, Albert Dekker. 
Anthony Quinn, Frank Fayten 


T RIVOLI p2c"stc.t% 





Rockefeller Center 


“THE YEARLING” 
GREGORY PECK © JANE WYMAN 
($ _ CLAUDE JARMAN, JR. 


| zie Technicolor © An M-G-M Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


____RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL___ which started there. Several reels | act. 
rs 

$ lfre de to the fact that the town’s | 

+ 

i 

+ 

. 











THERE'S ONLY ONE 


, racial unity to pass on the picture. | the future distribution in the west- | 
,month in Florida and unavailable for | productions. 
received blocks of stock warrants as |, 
Alba, Texas, Feb. 18. 
that their sale had raised a question 
jection booth as a result of a fire| under the Securities & Exchange 
jwere destroyed. Small loss is at- 

the board voted against bringing suit 


| Now .Berger is vacationing for a|ern hemisphere of certain additional 
comment. | Referring to the fact that Scully, 
Work and Daniel M. Sheaffer had 
Small Texas Booth Fire |directors and had later sold some of 
| these warrants, proxy statement said 
| Alba theatre, operated by J. H.| 
’ “>. "* “\*\ whether these sales did not entitle 
Seagler, suffered damages in its pro- | Universal to recover against the trio 
After considering al] factors 
|including opinion of U's lawyers, 
,on the debatable point. 





lfire department was holding a fire 
‘drill near the house at the time. 

| House will be reopened within a 
few weeks. Ga. Provisional Sunday Bill 


i Atlanta, Feb. 18. 


MIAMI BEACH 
OCEAN FRONT «© 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited - Walter Jacobs 




















Blaze Guts Memphis Nabe Sunday films would be permitted 
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ON SCREEN 


IN PEKSON 
HELD OVER 
M-G-M's 


Technicolor Hit! RICHARD 
"TILL THE HIM 
CLOUDS | BER 
ROLL BY" 








| M-GM's CA P IT 0s. 
BTHE SECINNINGE © OM 
B OR THE END “SS 


Brion DONLEVY & 

Robi. WALKER 

and ORCH. i “AUDREY TOTTER 
in m2 
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Memphis, Feb. 18. in Georgia except between 8 am. | 
A four-alarm fire gutted the #94 2 pm. and 6 p.m. and 9 p.m, ‘ _ 
Memphian, deluxe nabe house under a bill introduced in the OUTDOOR Now Specializt 


f |Georgia House b 
- ‘ se by the Floyd and | Midian ; t 
Lightman chain, early one morning | Spalding County delegations. CONCESSIONAIRES on Refreshmen 


the past week. Quick work by local! Present laws ban Sunday pix in | AgREERRErER Concessions fer 
fire department saved exterior walls,| most of the state. ; aoae DRIVE-IN THEATRES 



















Permanent in- over 











however. |junctions against Sunda i 

: ; : y showings 

| Reconstruction already is, under are effective in Rome and Hogans- , es BROS 
way. “ny ] ‘ : i 3 arg i ville. ‘ , } 5 . | 7 f . sLO, ME 
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Exhibs’ Ban on Noisy Munch-Crunch 
Gets Top Results; Other Xchange News 


Indianapolis, 

Boyd Sparrow’s stunt at Loew’s of 
posting usher at door to relieve pa- 
trons of foods and confections that 
cause audience static has gained him 
nationwide attention, AP picked it 
up from local papers. Customers 
are asked to deposit popcorn, potato 
chips, karmelkorn and other loud 
eatables, as well as crinkly packages, 


that disturb others while they see | 
Reaction is all to the good | 
Homer | 10? houses of circuit for “It Hap- | 
accepted bid from | 


the show. 
so far. f 

Indiana’s senior 
Capehart, has 
Carl Niesse, national canvassman 
from Indianapolis tent No. 10, to at- 
tend Variety’s annual convention in 
Los Angeles next May. Marc Wolfe, 
national doughguy, weekended in 
Cleveland on Variety business. 

Moe Esserman, manager of the 
Indiana, is back on job after trip 
gouth to visit his home folks at 
Rome, Ga. 


senator, 





Pat Snyder’s E-L Post 
Patrece Snyder upped to radio 
manager spot with Eagle-Lion. She 
formerly served as special ass’t to 
Max FE. Youngstein, ad-publicity 
director of the company. Miss Sny- 
der, previous to joining E-L, was 
publicity contact on motion picture 

accounts for Russell Birdwell. 





‘Jolson Story’ in Spades 
Butte, Mont. 

Fox ~- Intermountain’s Montana 
theatre relights Feb. 21 with “Jolson 
Story.” Montana, formerly Broad- 
way, was built for Jolson’s Butte 
manager, “Uncle” Dick Sutton, by 
copper tycoon W. A. Clark. 

Exploitation tieup includes news- 
paper coverage theme: “45 years of 
showbusiness in Butte.” 
point researched by manager -Bill 
Fowers is Jolson’s appearance at 
“Uncle” Sutton’s Family theatre here 
in 1902, and picture’s chronicling of 
star’s appearances in nearby north- 
west cities. Sutton Family’s part in 
Montana theatre history was _ re- 
cently reviewed following death of 
daughter, Lulu Sutton Belmont. 





Truog’s 30th Anniversary 
Kansas City. 

Film row will honor W. E. Truog, 
United Artists exchange manager, 
for his 30 years of service in the film 
industry in this territory with a cele- 
bration at the Muehlebach hotel Feb. 
24. As a fitting bit of kidding the 
committee in charge is making the 
affair a cocktail party for Truog, a 
reputed non-drinker. 

Truog began his industry service 
here in 1917 as exchange manager 
tor World Film,. Since then he has 
been district manager for Goldwyn, 
district manager for Universal, and 
with UA as branch manager since 
1928. 

The committee includes Arthur 
Cole, chairman; . Thompson, 
Ward Scott, George Baker, Senn 
Lawler, Bob Withers, R. R. Biechels 
and Finton Jones. . No formal invita- 
tions are being sent out, and the 
committee is simply asking friends 
throughout the territory to show up 
at the party. 





Singer Sells Out 
‘ Vancouver, B.C. 

Hymie Singer, former proprietor 
of the State here, convicted last fall 
for staging an indecent show in his 
house. has sold the Auditorium for 
$165,000. Singer purchased building 
for $85,000 last year from Lester 
Patrick, the hockey man, and in- 
tended using it as centre for sports, 
music and other events. Building, 

owever, is being used by federal 
government for vocational training 
of war veterans. 





Ernest Schwartz Reelected 
Cleveland. 

Ernest Schwartz reelected prez of 
Cleveland _Motion Picture Exhibi- 
tors Association. A. E. Ptak became 
vice-prez.; J. E. Scoville, treasurer; 
George W. Erdmann, reelected sec- 
retary. Board of directors: Henry 
Barden, Edward Bleier, P. F. Essick, 
M. S. Fine, Henry Greenberger, 
Frank Gross, J. D. Kalafat, Frank 
orozynski, J. E,. Scoville, Ted 

Vermes and Max Lefkowich, « 





Fisher To Eagle-Lion 
Toronto, 

Frank H. Fisher, Canadian gen- 
eral Sales manager for Eagle-Lion, 
appointed R. J. Hutchinson as Win- 
nipeg sales representatives for E-L. 
After four years in the Canadian 
Army, Hutchinson had been a serv- 
ice officer with the Canadian War- 
time and Prices Board but had ear- 


lier been with Paramount in Win- 
hipeg. 





Bibo’s Boston Showcase 
Branching out into exhibition for 
the first time, Walter Bibo, prexy 
of Excelsior Pictures, reiss 


ex- 
Porters, leased the Fine he- 
atre, Boston from Loew’s, t off 


Jan. 20 with “Jericho.” Italian-made 
Life of Mozart,” Bibo’s own im- 
portation, is current. He is also dis- 
tributing another Italian-made film, 
Barber of Seville,” starring ihe 


Metropelitan Qpera’s new ténor; 


Historical | 


Ferrucio Tagliavini. Rather than 
have English titles for the picture, 
Bibo arranged to have Deems Tay- 
lor deliver a short explanatory nar- 
rative as an introduction to each act 
of the opera. 





Interstate Books “Fifth Ave.” 
Dallas, 
R. J. O'Donnell, general manager 
of Interstate Theatres, has signed a 
contract calling for showing in all 





pened on Fifth Avenue.” Deal was 
made through Jack Schlaifer, sales 
director for Allied. Monogram is 
distributing. 





B’klyn House Leased 
Inking a 14-year lease with 
G.K.Z. Amus. Corp., owners of the 
Parkside theatre, Brooklyn, 
lon Theatres, Inc., plan extensive 
alterations on the premises. House 
formerly part of Century circuit. 
Carter Vice Smith 
Memphis. 
Ralph Carter, formerly with the 
Liberty, in Oklahoma City, for War- 


ners, now house manager of the 
Warner here. He succeeds Allen 
Smith, who is entering the automo- 


bile business in his home city, Hart- 
sell, Ala. 


Dortic’s Off-Again 
Albany. 
Charles M. Dortic, who resigned as 
salesman for Columbia to take on 


back with Columbia. He did not as- 
sume the PRC post, because of a re- 
ported mixup with the home offices 

ce terms supposedly agreed upon 
ere. 

The PRC job has been vacant since 
Jack Armm, former Columbia sales- 
man, resigned two months ago. 
Armm is now in California. Elmer 
Hollander, director of the PRC play- 
dated branch in N. Y. headquarters, 
came to Albany to pinch hit for 
district manager Joe Miller, stricken 
| with a heavy cold. 

Interstate Aides in Dimes Push 

San Antonio. 

Although local Interstate Theatres 
did not participate in the March of 
Dimes’ campaign, employees of the 
circuits houses here participated in 
a street drive which netted $3,052.41. 
Interstate loaned the use of its 
sound truck during the two-week 
drive, which was parked in front 
of its Majestic, ace house here. 








Yiddish House Into Pix 

Formerly housing Yiddish legit, 
Hopkinson theatre, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
reopened with a film policy. House 
was acquired last August by Michael 
Hyams and Joseph Green, operators 
of the City and Irving Place thea- 
tres, N. Y. Extensive alterations 
were made on the premises. 





Loeffler Goes Rep 
Republic has appointed Joseph E. 
Loeffler as Minneapolis branch man- 
ager effective Feb. 17. Loeffler was 
formerly with Paramount and RKO 
in that territory. 





Denver Allied Planned 
Philadelphia. 

Plans for organizing an Allied in 
the Denver territory were made by 
the National Allied caravan meeting 
here last week. A meeting will be 
held in the Brown Palace Hotel, 
Denver, on March 25-26, according 
to John M. Wolfberg, operator of the 
Broadway, Denver, attending the 
meeting in Philly. 

Scheduled to attend are Col. H. 
PA Cole, of Texas, national Allied 
head: Truman T. Rembusch, Indiana, 
and Sidney E. Samuelson, executive 
director of Eastern Allied. Indie ex- 
hibs of the entire terrifjory sur- 
rounding Denver have been invited 
to attend. Wolfberg said. 


Minsky to N. Y¥. 
Buffalo. 

Howard G. Minsky, Buffalo 20th- 
Fox branch mgr., has resigned to 
join the Geo. Skouras circuit of N. Y. 
city. Wm. Graham, local Fox office 
manager for the past three years, 
will succeed. 





New San Anton’ Nabe 
San Antonio, Tex. 

The Josephine theatre, a new _850- 
seat nabe house, has been completed 
here. 

House will be owned and operated 
by Gene Mueller and Bob Dennis, 
both former veteran projectionists 
with Interstate Theatres circuit. 





Jim Alexander’s Comeback 
Pittsburgh. 

Jim Alexander, one-time co-holder 
with Sam Fineberg, of Republic 
franchise, is returning to Film Row. 
He’s just bought out the A. & S. 
Theatre Supply Co. and takes over 
immediately, at same time grabbing 
off RCA distributorship for movie 
house equipment. Following Repub- 
lic’s purchase of its local office from 
him and Fineberg, Alexander formed 
an indie booking combine with Buck 
Stoner, ex-Metro manager here, and 
later sold out to Bert Stearn's op- 
position Cooperative. 

Byron (Buzz) Keyhan has fe- 





the | 


Shan- | 


the branch managership of PRC, is | 


signed as Main Line salesman for 
Col and his successor hasn't been 
named yet. A Navy veteran, Key- 
han came here year ago to take over 


post left vacant b y 
Ret y death of Danny 


Bob Munn, 
Pittsburgh 
Republic in 


formerly with WB in 
and Cleveland, joined 
the latter city, 





Jordan to Charlotte 
Raleigh. 
H. H. Jordan, Atlanta territory 
salesman for Monogram, named 
manager of the, Charlotte branch to 
rea a ee who resigned 
0 go with Colonial theatres corp. 
of Valdese. : 
Jordan was a salesman with War- 
|ner Bros. at Charlotte several years. 




















| | ‘Ecstasy’ Score 


} Continued from page 5 





j}liable for use of the songs at other 
theatres where the print was shown. 

Distribution rights to “Ecstasy,” 
which stars Hedy Lamarr, were 
originally held by Cummins’ Eureka 


Wyngate upon expiration of Cum- 
mins’ contract. Wyngate later en- 
tered into an agreement with Eure- 
ka whereby it took over the firm’s 
prints but not the musical score 
which was owned by F & D Music. 

Although the contract specifically 
| Stated the music was not owned by 
| Eureka, the defendants used F & D’s 
|score regardless, the plaintiff 





said. 


Accordingly a restraining action was | 


begun which led to Judge Nevin’s 
| decision. Habran, Inc. is said to be 
{controlled by Brandt Theatres. Mo- 


by the  plantiff’s 
Pearlman. 


attorney 








Prize Novel 


Continued from page 5 








partment, will run them. 


British authors of books published 
only in England. Heretofore only 
British-written books published in 
the U. S. were acceptable. Another 
angle is that unfinished manuscripts 
may be submitted if at least 40,000 


completed. 


cerned, is that it not only gets an 
option on screen rights to the win- 
ning novel, but on all others sub- 
mitted. Because of the high prize 
lure—not only to author but pub- 
lisher—many novels are held back 
for the contest, although they are 
frequently seen by other film com- 
panies before being entered in the 
competition. 








L 


happening again concerning our 
films, to some extent, because of a 
few motion picture producers over 
there who are envious of American 
productions.” 

Reporting on his visit with Sir 
Stafford Cripps, British Board of 
Trade chief, Warner said Cripps 
spoke favorably of Warner’s ar- 
rangement with Associated British 
Pictures for production in Eng- 
land, Cripps also told him, he said, 
that more production by different 
film units in Britain would prove 
healthful competition and that he 
“approved our program as being 
probably beneficial for his country, 
for America and for motion pictures 
in general.” 

“There will be no resentment, I am 
sure,” Warner declared, “against the 
use of American players in films 
made in England, as we are planning. 
In fact, I believe that the circulation 
of both British and American pic- 
tures in our two countries will have 
a desirable internationalizing effect 
on the players.” 


Wilk to Coast to Continue 





J. L. Warner 


Continued from page 3 








Jake Wilk, Warners’ eastern story 
department head, leaves for 
Coast Friday (21) to continue con- 
fabs with Jack L. Warner on story 
| properties. - 

Warner left for the Coast last 
week, accompanied by his brother 
Major Albert Warner, to attend 
wedding ceremony of Lita Warner 
yesterday (18) in Beverly Hills. 
Lita Warner, daughter of the late 
Sam Warner and foster-daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Warner, was 
married to Dr. Nathan Hiatt, an as- 
sociate of Dr. Stanley Immerman, 














Majors Deprecate Protest by Cincy 














Wanger-Roach 


Indies Vs. Confidential’s Checkers 


@ Hubbub raised over local checkers 
and the continued potshots at Con- 
fidential Reports, Inc., the majors? 
percentage checking service outfit, 

















Continued from page 5 





| negotiations are now practically ata 


| standstill. 


Since Roach’s 
Wanger's 


contract 


hinged on signing, UA 


| won't make a deal with Roach. 


Productions and subsequently lost to | 


tions to confirm the judgment will | 
be made in Federal Court March 4/| 


——= | non-competitive 
John McCaffery, of Metro’s story de- | which are subject to the decree’s 


| 


Wanger’s Bergman Deal 

Wanger just last week made a new 
deal with Miss Bergman and Vic- 
tor Fleming’ by which the three of 
them would be associated in an indie 
unit to make a film based on the 
Jeanne d’Arc legend. No releasing 
arrangement has been made yet, but 
it is not anticipated there will be 


any difficulty in getting distribution | 


via UA, U or some other company. 
However, Roach is not in the same 
position because of the peculiar 
|length of his films, which makes it 
| difficult for many theatres to book 
ithem. Completed are “Here Comes 
| Trouble,” “Curly” and “Who Killed 
Doc Robin?”. Editing now is Bebe 
|Daniel’s production for Roach, 
“Fabulous Joe. Pix are in Cine- 
|color. Roach is particularly anxious 
|about them, since he financed them 
/completely with his own Coin. 











Par Affiliates 











Henry | SS Continued from page 5 aammee | 


| interest in some 1,100 houses, those 
| Almeries will have to be sold prod- 
Sy. at arm’s length. 

| What’s also on the agenda is a 
| breakdown of situations to weed the 
spots from those 
stiff Par’s 


regulations. Naturally, 


Among the innovations this year | partners would like as large a num- 
will be opening of the competish to | ber of non-competitive spots as pos- 


sible designated since, since that 


| means so many more houses which 


|/ean count on unopposed allocation 


| of product. 


Gimmick, as far as Metro is con- | 


Powwows with J. L. Warner 


the | 


Decree isn’t very defi- 
lnite on distinguishing between the 


| two, which leaves that problem to 


words and an outline of the rest are | the distribs, subject, always, to exhib | 


| challenges in the courts, 


Meet is attended by all of Par’s 
southern partners and a scattering 
from the north. Barney Balaban, 
Paramount prexy, wields the gavel 
with the company’s top legal talent, 
including Austin C. Keough, veepee 
and general counsel; Louis Phillips 
and Walter Gross in attendance. 
Leonard H. Goldenson, head of Par’s 
theatre brahch, is also taking an ac- 
tive part in the gabbing. 

Reports that Par officials would 
discuss severing of ties under the 
partial divorcement section of the 
decree have been branded as “non- 
sense” by company toppers. Despite 
statements recently aired that Par 
planned a 50-50 split on co-owned 
theatres, biggies are insisting that 
Par will not even consider any such 
moves unless and until the decree is 
upheld by the Supreme Court. At 
that point company will hold on to 
as many houses as it reasonably can, 
it’s said. 




















Continued from page iu 


damage provisions of the anti-trust 
statutes are taken into account) per- 
mit plaintiff to recover over $1,000,- 
000 to avoid specific claims of $10,322 
—that is, a recovery of ten times the 
specificialiy threatened dAmages.” 


“Plaintiff himself gave multiple 
causes for the losses,’ Judge Wyzan- 
ski declared, “and he did not try 
to measure or estimate the degree 
to which defendants’ arbitration and 
credit conspiracies were an im- 
portant cause. Reasonable men, on 
or outside of a jury, could not tell 
whether these conspiracies were a 
dominant cause, a substantial cause 
or a minor cause.” 

Court distinguished current suit 
from the recent Bigelow decision 
because Momand had failed to offer 
evidence “from which the jury could 
infer that plaintiff's companies’ losses 
| were entirely unexplained except by 
defendants’ unlawful acts.” In the 
_Bigélow action, verdict was upheld 
| when plaintiff showed a discrepancy 
| between his earnings and that of a 
competitor who had not been the 
target of unlawful selling practices. 

Momand’s actions reaches back to 
uniform contracts arbitration made 
in 1928-1931. Exhib, after selling his 
houses, moved to Boston and there- 





‘|after brought the preserft* suit. 


Momand’s Award | | 


over the system is the outcry of the 
vocal few, not the majority of ex- 
hibs, CRI claims. Maintaining that 
the bulk of theatremen have no bone 
to pick, CRI spokesman asserts that 
of the half-million playdates checked 
in 1946, exhibs in only 6,000 instances 
denied theatre entrance to a checker 


because he was domiciled in the 
same locality. 

In a total of 8,000 instances or 
16% of all playdates o.0.ed during 
°46, entrance of the checker was 
blocked for one reason or another, 





the CRI mouthpiece said. Most ex- 
hibs, he continued, realized the nec- 
|essity of checking and the reason- 
|}ableness of employing local watch- 
| dogs. 

| (Total field cost to the industry 
| for checking is disclosed by the half- 
| million figure. Some 7,200 part-time 
| checkers are paid $6.60 daily to take 
{the b.o. count, All majors, except 
| Metro which has its own checking 
| system, plus Republic paid out $3,- 
| 300,000 in °46 for their field checks. 

Sum is in addition to permanent or- 
| ganization costs of CRI.) 

Cincy Indies’ Beef 
Fight over local checkers came to 

a boil again last week when the 

Greater Cincinnati Independent Ex- 
|hibitors circulated a letter protesting 
its continuance and charging CRI 
with taking a “take it or leave it” 
attitude towards exhibs. Majors’ 
outfit was scored for its claimed neg- 
lect to answer “legitimate com- 
plaints.” “The big men, so-called in 
this industry, have time and again 
deplored the action of exhibitors and 
exhibitor groups ‘washing their dirty 
linen in public,’ and running to the 
Government for legislative relief 
and law-suits. What is the exhibitor 
to do when he can't even get an an- 
swer when he writes to them,” the 
theatre group declared. 

GCIE in its letter requested CRI 
to turn over a list of its employees 
| to be submitted to a bonding com- 
pany; that checker be instructed to 
leave copy of their reports with the 
theatre manager; and that they have 
introductory letters containing their 
names, addresses and daytime occu- 
| pations. Basis for the demands was 
the claim that checkers, under li- 
censing contracts, had the right to 
| enter a theatre boxoffice. 

Differing sharply with the GCIE 
stance, CRI officials assert that 
| checkers are instructed not to enter 
| the theatre b.o. and that licensing 
| pacts contain no such proviso. CRI, 
| itself, has checkers bonded, it was 
said, prior to their employment 
Moreover, they’re armed with intro- 
ductory letters and are under or- 
ders to leave a copy of all reports 
on request of the theatre manager, 
CRI spokesman declared. 
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WB Earnings 


Continued from page 11 


642 shares, out of 7,402,180 shares 
outstanding, voted at the meeting. 
Number of Warner stockholders was 
increased by 6,000 during the past 
|year and now totals over 30,000 it 
| was announced. WB officials also 
indicated that the company would 
appeal the anti-trust decision to the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 

1. Paramount—$44,000,000 est.) 

2. 20th-Fox—$22,000,000 (est,) 

3. Warners—$19,424,000 

4. Metro—$18,691,533 

5. RKO—$13,000,000 (est.) 

6. Universal—$4,565,219 

7. Columbia—$3,450,489 

First quarter for Warners ended 
Dec. 1, '46, and compares with $4,- 
367,000 garnered in the equivalent 
period of °45. Indicating the sizable 
savings because of the lifting of the 
| excess profits ‘ax, WB paid $4,400,000 
to the Government before reaching 
the '46 figure and $4,300,000 in ‘45. 
Net profit for the quarter is, equiva- 
lent to 97c per share on the 7,402,- 
180 outstanding against 59¢ for the 
year before. 

Film rentals plus theatre take 
totals $42,636,477 with the entire 
gross amounting to $44,003,881. In 
the inventory column, backlog of 
completed productions, unreleased, 
amounts to $21,870,539; productions 
before the cameras, $12,122,192; and 
pix in current release, $9,385,571. 
WB’s investment in Associated Brit- 
ish Picture Corp. is now up to $8,- 
164,826. 

Cash holdings have hit $19,566,158 
| while U. S. Government bonds total 

$2,430,128,- - - cweoes Pee 
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ers Yen Larger Share In 


Net Policy; Set 
Long Stored 


For some time now the Assn. of ¢ 


National Advertisers, whose mem- 
bers comprise the big coin spenders 
in radio, has felt that it should have 
a@ voice in the formulation of net-| 
work policy on censorship, talent, | 
Jabor. rates, etc. Or, at best, that the | 


coliective thinking of the associa- | 
tion’s brain trust should be in-| 
tegrated in some way into web | 
operations, since the advertising 


dollar is the life blood of the net-| 
works. 

Apparently this thinking, after a 
year of ANA discussion, is about to 
erystallize itself, with Paul West, 
ANA prexy, scheduled to huddle 
with the four network presidents at 
the end of this month in a meet 
which may have far-reaching impli- 
cations. 

ANA. which has been in the proc- 
ess of choosing a representative for 
redio for more than a year, has 
scheduled an earlier confab between 
its members and reps of the various 
ad agencies, in which sponsor gripes, 
Jong confined to correspondence with 
West. will be aired. From these dis- 
cussions a program will be drawn up 
and presented by West to the web 
prexies for further action. 

With a handsome part of their ad- 
vertising dollars going to radio, ANA 
members have been squawking to 
the organization on various bones of 
eontention which they feel they don’t 
encounter in other media. High on 
the agenda for the forthcoming hud- 
@le is network censorship of com- 
mercials, but from an unexpected 
angle. The big money boys in radio 
are complaining that bluepencilling 
of commercials by web continuity 
acceptance staffs is too lightweight 
and should be made stricter. They 
point to the distasteful advertising 
fer laxatives, depilatories and deodor- 
ants, and are planning to ask net- 
works either to kill this copy or read 
more closely on matters of taste. 
Claim that this type of commercial 
is driving listeners away from the 
radio will be put forth by the na- 
tional admen, who say that, in any 
case, it’s lessening the effect of their 
advertising. They use as an example 
the strict limitations many newspa- 
per and magazine publishers place 
on the type of ads accepted by those 


Like the Old Days 


Huddles to Air 
Up Sponsor Gripes 





CBS Rusticatng 


CBS is negotiating for a William 
Morris package, “Hootenanay,” a 


jamboree hillbilly show built around 


Alan Lomax. 


It’s planned as a sustainer, Will | 


Roland is down for producer, 





For Amos ‘n Andy 








KLZ Night News Editor 


BILL PARKER 


A war correspondent from begin- 
ning of Jap-China war in 1933 
through fall of France in World War 
It, Bill Parker has first-hand know!l- 
edge of peoples and countries in the 


news. 
KLZ, DENVER. 














Not since the days when they were 
riding high and handsome with their 
cross-the-board early-evening show 
have Amos 'n’ Andy been hitting the 
bigtime Hooper league as in the new 
ratings. Their No. 3 spot on the Top 
15, with a 30.9 (an 8.5 increase over 
their previous rating) is strictly the 
mecoy. 


And while the abnormal spiraling 
of the figure has a lot of guys in 
the trade puzzled, actually it stems 
from the advance bally on the Feb. 
4 broadeast (night the rating was 
made) when the whole Tuesday eve- 
ning NBC lineup of Fibber & Molly, 
Bob Hope and Red Skelton jam- 
packed the stanza. 


The vet comic team has been land- 
ing a Top 15 berth this season with a 
consistency that has Lever Bros., the 
sponsors, and the William Morris 
agency boys doing handsprings. 

Less accountable, and considered 
one of those strange Hooper quirks 
that pop up occasionally, is the new 
188 rating for the “FBI In Peace 
and War” Thursday night CBS show, 
representing a jump of 5.5 over the 
previous tally. As a result “FBI” is 
also batting in the Top 15 league. 


Chi Radio Washed Up? 
What About These 55 
Origimations, Sez Ryan 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 








media. 

Another beef headed for the net- 
work brass is the present high cost 
ef radio talent. One group of ad- 
vertisers emphasizes the point by 
using as an example the return of 
personalities like Ruth Etting and Al 
Jolson to the air at top salaries be- 
eause there is no good new talent 
available. They're quick to 
that it’s the job of the webs, and 
the advertisers, to build talent, 
the business of the sponsor is to 


~ gnd that of the network to enter- 


- 


tain. 


Due for a hype following the corm 
fabs is ANA’s appointment of a radio 


rep. It has always had men, chosen 
from among the advertisers them- 
selves, for the various other media, 
but has had difficulty finding the 
right man for the radio slot. During 
the fall a choice was almost made, 
but the field has expanded to two 
candidates again. Members are im- 
patient because they fee] the lack in 
diseussions on labor, rates and other 
matters. They were especially 
frightened by the recent strike scare 
from AFRA, and have expessed de- 
termination that no other such radio 
labor problem shail arise without the 
advertisers themselves being repre- 
sented in the discussions, since theirs 
is one of the largest stakes in the in- 
dustry. Several have objected to 
sma)ier unfair rate practices, and feel 
that their objections will have great- 
er strength when presented by a rep 
of all the national advertisers instead 
ef each organization - individually. 


O'Keefe Vice McNeill For 
‘Breakfast Club’ Emcee 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 


Seareh for two week replacement 
for vacationing Don McNeill ended 
last week with ABC nabbing Walter 
O'Keefe te take over “Breakfast 
Club” emcee chores. Network mulled 
several potentials, most of whem 
weuld not come down to the $2,000 
weekly 





nize 


Saying that he was “mad” about 
some unkind arrows shot at Chicago 
radio, Jack Ryan, NBC Central Di- 
vision publicity tepper, last week 
sent out an unusual press release in 
whieh he listed all that his three 
competing networks were doing. 
Ryan gathered data from the other 
nets and sent the stuff to trade paper 
reps. 

He furnishes facts and figures to 
show the four nets get 55 shows out 
of Chicago. As for his interest in 
what everybedy else is doing, Ryan 
says, “I like my job and I want to 
keep it, as I don’t relish the thought 
of anybody getting any queer ideas 
about whether or not we have any 
werk to do.” 


Ryan lists the NBC parade at the 
head of the list but apologizes thus: 
1. I am using NBC’s money to pay 
for compiling this material and get- 
ting the list to you, and the company 
ought to get a break for its white 
alley. 2. According to the way my 
fingers add up NBC seems to have 


this town than anybody else. 3. I 
ain't modest. 

Breakdown has NBC with 2% 
shows, ABC 19, CBS and MBS both 
with five. 





With Pall Mall ‘(American To- 
baceo) dropping the Frank Morgan 
“Dr. Tweedy” 


which handles the account, is re- 
placing it with a half-hour package, 
“Feature Assignment,” dramatizing 
authentic stories of newspapermen. 
Title, however, will be switched be- 
fore air time. Pall Mall is shaving 
its eost by about a third. . 
Show will emanate out of New 
Yerk. It’s a Bernard J. Prockter 
package, latter having previously 
wrapped up, in collaboration with 
Dick Lewis, the “Quick As a Flash” 
shew, and the Warden Lawes pre- 
gram, beth en Mutual. 








more network originations out of 


NEWSHAWK DRAMATS TO 
REPLACE ‘DR. TWEEDY’ 


NBC show as of) 
April 2, Foote, Cone & Belding, | 


Racket Seen In 
Rah Rah Boys 


Conferences 


Colleges and universities are 
“making a racket” of radio insti- 
tutes, seminars and writer confer- 
ences. This is the growing opinion 
of broadcasters in the face of a 
mounting number of invitations to 
send officials to such events. 

It’s understood both NBC and CBS 
are planning seriously to curtail all 
acceptances and, as a significant de- 
velopment along these lines, the 
1947 delegations of both webs to the 
Ohio State Institute for Education by 
Radio will be smaller than at any 
time in a decade. Ohio State is the 
daddy of all the annual events of 
this nature. Last year over 1,500 
persons registered to attend its 
three-day session. 

Broadcasters point out that re- 
quests are coming in from remote, 
hard-to-reach spots like Stephens 
College in Missouri, Univ. of Texas, 
Univ. of Washington, Univ. of Okla- 
homa, and so on. New Hampshire’s 
summer writers confab now expects 
to add radio as a subject while 
Denver, Utah, Michigan and other 
universities have summer projects 
in mind. Some of these pay fees 
for - lecturers, usually very small, 
but some expect the radio industry 
to cuffo. ' 


CBS Nicked for $35,000 
In Plagiarism Suit 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Jack Stanley wen a $35,000 jury 
verdict against CBS in a suit charg- 
ing the net appropriated the title and 
format of his program, “Hollywood 
Preview.” He asked for $100,000 
damages. 

“Preview” was sponsored on CBS 
early last year after Stanley was un- 
successful in making the sale. At- 
torney Harold Fendler for Stanley 
said it was the first time on the 
Coast that a network had lost a 
damage suit on a plagiarism action. 


‘Danger’ Finds Cavallaro 
Too Tough; Makes Shift 


ABC is shifting “Danger, Dr. Dan- 
field,” its Sunday 3 p. m. show, to 
Sundays at 2, the sponsor, Knox 
Pharmaceuticals, preferring to get 
away from the 10-and-over Hoop- 
erated Carmen Cavallaro show on 
NBC which has been its opposition. 
“Danger” has gone to a rating of 
41, end hopes to do better in the 
earlier spot. 

Shift puts the Army recruiting 
show, “Warriors of Peace,” which 
has held the 2 p. m. slot, up an hour 
to 3 o'clock. 














‘Echo’ Follows ‘Whistler’ 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Long search for whodunit scripts 
by WBBM to get on the local Hooper 
bandwagon after “Whistler” was 
snatched by Household Finance for 
network use comes to end, with 
“The Eche” set as an attempt to fill 
the vacated 16.1 shees. 

Sherman Marks will produce new 
show while Frank Smith will pen 








NBC Newsies Hiked 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

NBC newsroom men are to receive 
a new monthly minimum of $360, as 
was agreed to by the Radio Writers 
Guild and NBC, at the closing of 
negotiations Feb. 13. 

Former minimum was $270, al- 
though some of staff were paid $300, 
it’s stated. 





Army ‘Warriors’ 


Take to Field 


“Warriors of Peace,” Army-spon- 
sored show on the ABC network 
Sundays, is expanding its format by 
sending writers out into the field to 
actually undergo various experi- 
ences which they will use as basis 
for their radie scripting. 


long trips, and both have bowed 
out, for varying reasons, but other 
men will be sent. Allan Sloane had 
been slated to go to Europe, and 
Norman Rosten was to be sent to 
cover “Operation Frigid” which is 
now being conducted in Alaska and 
Other Arctic areas. Sloane can- 
celled his trip because he got a com- 
mercial contract, although he’s still 
also working for “Sound Off,” an- 
other of the Army-sponsored shows. 
Rosten changed his mind because 
he’s anxious to finish a play he’s 
doing for Broadway. 


Earle McGill, director of “War- 
riors,” advised by Army brass in 
Washington, is looking for other ex- 
perienced scripters to undertake the 
trips scheduled for Sloane and 
Rosten. 


Meanwhile, with a stable of three 
writers working on the show, McGill 
is sending one of them out on field 
trips in this country. Joseph Liss, 
Len Finger and Peter Martin, the 
three men currently at work on 
“Warriors,” are alternating in the 
field trips. Liss, who’s done most 
of the “Warriors” shows for the last 
six weeks, left for Washington, Sun- 
day (16) to study the Army’s peace- 
time air navigation route which flies 
on an all-weather schedule between 
Washington and Clinton county, 
Ohio. 

Other trips will be taken by 
either Liss or one of the other 
writers, digging into the Army’s use 
of radar for peace purposes, the 
work of the Army veterinarians who 
are developing animal husbandry to 
help feed foodless: people in Europe 
and Asia, and other similar projects. 


STRONACH BOWING OUT 
AT Y&R DUE TO HEALTH 


Sandy Strorach, program manager 
of Young and Rubicam radio depart- 
ment, has resigned after a seven- 
year association with Y & R during 
which time he was director-producer 
on many of the agency shows. He 
later moved into the talent depart- 
ment, which he headed up, moving 
over about a year ago to the pre- 
gram managership. 

Stronach’s run - down condition, 
coupled with that of his wife’s long- 
time illness, cued his decision to bow 
out ef the agency. He plans a rest 
before mulling offers. 

Oddly enough, Stronach’s final 
Y & R assignment was taking over 
direction on “We, The People” the 
past few weeks. It was back in 1938 
that he started in as a researcher— 
on “We, The People.” 


It Will Be More Noble 
To Laugh Than Lead 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Edgar Bergen takes his java show 
to Mexico City for broadcast of 
March 16, but Ray Noble can leave 
his baton behind. He goes along 
purely as an actor, the Mexican 
equivalent of James Caesar Petrillo 
demanding a full Mexican band, and 
leader im retaliation for the union’s 
ruling against Mexican musicians 
_—s —— country. Show 

Pp up sidemen be 

Rie Grande. pats 

Full gg the exception ef 
anneuneer Ken € nter will 
flown beth ways. wee * 
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Two men had been lined up for | 


Who, Me?’ Sez Hearst in Suit to Have 
FCC Recall WBAL Blue 


Book Charges 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Striking hard at FCC's Blue Book, 
William Randolph Hearst last Satur. 
day (15) filed suit in a U. Ss. district 
court to require FCC to correct Blue 
Book charges against his Baitimore 
station, WBAL, before Boing ahead 
with a Feb. 25 hearing on its license 
renewal. 

Hearst called on the court for a 
declaratory judgment ayainst FCC 
in what was considered a Strategic 
move to delay a commission hearing 
on the WBAL license renewal. An 
earlier request to FCC itself for the 
‘same relief had been refused out- 
right. 

Specifically, Hearst wants the 
FCC to alter statements made in the 
Blue Book comparing his operation 
of WBAL to promises made by the 








_ 


Hearst Hearings Set 
Washington, Feb. 18. 


Judge T. Allen Goldborough of 
the U. S. district court for D. Cc 
will hear arguments tomorrow 
(Wednesday) of the FCC and 
counsel for publisher William 
Randolph Hearst on legal pro- 
cedures to be followed in 
Hearst's suit against the Govern- 
ment. 

Today (Tuesday) Hearst called 
on the court for a restraining 
order on the Feb. 25 hearing, 
pending an investigation of the 
FCC’s Blue Book. At the same 
time, the FCC called on the Gov- 
ernment to convene a special 
three-man court to decide the 
question. FCC counsel Ben Cot- 
tone argued that the Govern- 
ment’s court has no authority to 
issue an injunction against a 
Governmental agency. 

If the three-man court is set 
up, the FCC will then be able to 
take the case directly to the Su- 
preme Court without having to 
drag it through various courts 
of appeal. ‘ 


nme 


Consolidated Gas & Electric Co. long 
before he bought the station. 

Hearst’s renewal proceeding is 
complicated by a competing bid for 
the WBAL wavelength filed by 
newsmen, Drew Pearson and Col. 
Robert S. Allen. Pearson and Allen 
entered the race after publication 
of the Blue Book charges against the 
Baltimore station. 

Hearst counsel Dempsey & Kop- 
lovitz said the suit is definitely net 
the court test of the Blue Book, # 
long sought by the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. Dempsey ¢ 
he was not questioning the right of the 
FCC to issue the Blue Book or to 
require program information. He is 
challenging the accuracy ef FCC's 
charges against the Hearst operé- 
tion, which are now being used #5 
the basis of a license renewal 
hearing. 

Cohen and Marks, counsel fr 
Pearson and Allen, said they wert 
not parties to the litigation. 

The Hearst action recited a score 
of grievances laid before FCC in 
earlier petition. These were-— 

Commission had deliberately Sit 
criminated against WBAL by analy 
ing its logs in 1945 during @ 
which was not typical of its oper 
tion. Even so, the suit claimed, 
WBAL showed up better than ms?) 
other stations given a clean bil 
health by FCC. ae 

FCC’s Blue Book was “grossly 
fair” to Hearst when it compared 
promises made by former owner, 
Consolidated Gas & Electric Co., " 
1925 and 1927 with Hearst's actu 
operation in 1945. During ‘his 
period, the brief said, the whole chat 
acter of radio changed and the 
dustry’s gross billings mu!tiplied 
times. 











The six other stations cited ~ 
Blue Book have all fared better - 
WBAL in FCC’s hands. Three ha 1 
won license renewals without - yal 
ing, two more are awaiting wth 
tion on renewals, and the # ~ 
WTOL, Toledo, went to hearing 
did not have te contend with for 
bidder (like Pearson and Ale! _ 
its channel. FCC hes also he 
action en WBAL’s FM applic 
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VARIETY 


RADIO 23 








NETS TO PICK AGCY. % PLUMS 





oanin Low 
It’s tough going on the canary circuit. 
Come next season and they’re laying odds that a lot of radio’s top- 


coin femme chirpers won't be singing for their supper—at least not 
fer the same sponsors and not for the same fancy prices. 


Kate Smith and her Sunday night 
camp in June. 


CKED PUSHEROL 





show exit from the General Foods 


As a noon-time gabber, she’s going on Mutual co-op, 


but her half-hour nighttime singing show is still without takers. 
Similarly the status of Dinah Shore and Ginny Simms remains in 


deubt. 


Borden has been worried for a long stretch about Miss Simms’ 


Friday night CBS show and the general impression is that after she 


rides out the season the sponsor w 


ill call it quits. The Ford people, 


who sponsor Miss Shore’s Wednesday night CBS show, feel that the 
$15,000 weekly talent investment merits more than the 9 and 10 ratings 


‘it’s been getting and the chances ar 


e that the springtime Hoopers will 


cue the motor company’s decision on whether or not the show rides 


over into the °47-’48 semester. 


Hildegarde’s “Campbell Room” also looks set to shutter permanently 
at the end of the season, with reports that the Campbell Soup agency, 


Ward Wheelock, is negotiating to repact “Corliss Archer.” 


If so, that 


would be the third in-again-out-again chapter in the “Corliss’-Camp- 


bell saga. 








ALP Axe Falls on Bob Burns, 


Kenny Delmar 


In the most drastic sponsorship + 
cutback of network programming in 
many months, American Home Prod- 
ucts swung the axe deep into its 
radio billings over the weekend, lop- 


ping off the Bob Burns Sunday even- 
ing show on NBC and the Kenny 
Delmar “Hollywood Jackpot” CBS 
cross-the-board afternoon stanza. 

The drastic revamp will probably 
also involve a reshuffle of A-H-P’s 
nighttime programming schedule, 
with likelihood that one of the CBS 
shows will be moved over to NBC 
to take over the Burns segment 
when latter vacates it June 1. In 
addition the bankroller wants to lop 
off a number of markets on the two 
CBS daytime strips, “Our Gal Sun- 
day” and “Romance of Helen Trent.” 

First to go will be “Jackpot,” with 
éurrent 26-week period terminating | 
end of March. Following “Jackpot” 
will be Bob Burns on June 1. Fate 
of “Our Gal Sunday” and “Helen 
Trent” is still in the negotiating 
stage, with meetings currently being 
held between CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton and Dancer - Fitzgerald - 
Sample and A-H-P brass to deter- 
mine just how many stations the two 
soapers will leave. 

Because they’re taking the brunt 
of the blow, CBS execs are fighting 
bard to retain “Gal” and “Trent” on 
a full network basis. In present 
meetings they’re reported advancing 
compromise deals to the agency and 
sponsor in an effort to hold at least 
one of the soapers to a full net 
schedule. 

Reasoning is twofold: 1) they'll | 
feel most of the loss in the cutback, 
with the cancelling of “Jackpot,” 
likely loss of a nighttime show to 
NBC and the proposed reduction of 
“Trent” and “Sunday” in addition to 
the recent chopping undergone by 
“Aunt Jenny,” another Whitehall 
show which recently dropped to 45 | 
stztions; 2) they object to having the | 
cream daytime period from 12 to 
12:30 held by the two programs in | 
Guestion without using entire net- 
work facilities. 

Reason given for the cut by 
American Home is the fact that the | 
recent market trend has been down- | 
ward and they feel the peak in con- | 
Sumer purchasing has been ono 


NBC Jilting 


KFI for KMPC? 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. | 
Sidney Strotz hopped east last 
Friday (14) and the trade ig won- | 








dering whether he'll lay before Niles | agency bidding at the start of the) Kversharp, but 


Trammell the deal he proposed to 
G. A. Richards for purchase of con- 
trolling interest in KMPC, which 
Soon goes to 50,000 watts. 
been in the wind for some time that 
NBC has been dealing for 51% in- 
terest in the station, with Richards 
to be given some kind of executive 
berth 

Contract with Earle C. Anthony’s 

FI runs out this year end and the 
Chain is in no mood to renew. NBC 
the only net without its own 
Station in Los Angeles. 


| 


in Drastic Revamp | 





Without Mirrors 


Single-handed, a tired, beaten 
makeup man achieved the feat 
of transplanting 63 Coast-origin- 
ating shows back to 1937 and 
leaving the ’47 Hollywood scene 
stranded with a mere 14 radio 
shows. 

By the simple expedient of 


transposing the 1937 and 1947 
lines on last week’s VARIETY 
chart showing the wholesale 


N. Y. to L. A. shift of radio pro- 


clients. 
|prevailing desire of sponsors to shave | 


FOR MIDDLE § 


The year 1947 will probably wit- | 


|ness a determined effort on the 
|} part of the networks to move in on 
}agency dominance and attempt to 


| commercial 


' 

| 
programming produc- 
| tion, 


wrested from them by the 
'agencies back in the early thirties. 
| It’s realized that the time is ripe 
ifor activity, that it could 
“this year or never.” They've been 
studying the Hoopers closely, ex- 
cited over the showing of the “web 
| babies” that have been sold _ to 
They’re aware, too, of the 


programming costs and eliminate 


talent agencies, etc. 

| NBC's withholding of time slots 
for clients will buy network- 
built shows, as in the case of the 
recent sale of the web’s “Grand 
Marquee” show to Hudnut, which 
was given the Thursday evening 
7:30 period, is but one indication of 
the concerted effort being made by 
the networks to wrap up commercial 
deals for their own shows. Fact that 
the show hit an 8.3 rating, with a 9.8 
on the previous Hooper, despite the 
fact that it’s spotted on fringe time, 
is cited as evidence that web-built 
shows are 
more audience respect and favor. 

CBS Peints — 


And CBS chimes in with a “look- 


who 





gramming, you can get an ac- 
curate picture of what's been 
going on. 

It's that simple. 








Space for Sale 
(Rare These Days) 
On NBC, CBS Sked 


If you look fast, there’s some 
additional nighttime “space for sale” 
around NBC and CBS, which is 
pretty much of a rarity these days. 
Old Gold’s dropping of the “Meet 
Me at Park’s” show and cancellation 
of the time throws open the Sunday 
night 10:30 to 11 segment. 

CBS has the Wednesday night at 
10 slot open as result of Cresta 
Blanca’s cancellation of “Hollywood 
Players,” and now that Eversharp is 
dropping “Maisie,” the Friday night 
at 10:30 period enters the “for sale” 
columns. And with American Home 
Products cancelling Bob Burns and 
planning to reshuffle its night pro- 


gramming, it will probably result in | 


a CBS show moving into the NBC 


| time segment, leaving another CBS 


slot open. Tuesday night 9:30 to 11 


'on CBS can also be had for anyone 


interested in bucking Fibber & Mol- 
ly-Hope-Skelton opposition on NBC. 





HAYES COPA STINT MAY © 
CUE FORD SHOW BOWOUT 


Peter Lind Hayes is reportedly in 
line to follow Tony Martin into the 
Copacabana, N.Y. nitery in the 
spring, which is seen as the tipoff | 
that Hayes may be missing from the 
Dinah Shore Wednesday night CBS | 
show for its final 13-week cycle this 
season. Program originates from the 
Coast. 

To the trade in general, Hayes, 
who was the object of considerable 


| season, has been a disappointment | 


as a radio comic, with the impres- 
sion prevailing that he’s yet to find | 


former. 





Arthur Simon to WLIB 
WLIB. the New York Post indie, 
is still in the process of overhaul. | 
Arthur Simon, former manager of | 
WPEN. Philadelphia, moved in this | 


EE 


what’s-happening-over-here,” point- 
ing to the Anchor Hocking payoff on 
the “Crime Photographer” show. 
Latter is a modestly - budgeted 
whodunit developed by 
| that’s been kicking around the sus- 
| taining slots for a couple of years. 
Anchor Hocking bought 


latest rating is 17:5. 


|sition show on NBC was 
|night the rating was made, but on 
the previous Hooper, it snared a 13.1, 
almost comparable to 
budgeted Haley-Sealtest show. 


Jean Sablon 9.0 rating, 
web sold a few weeks back to Hud- 
nut. 
chest-thumping over its Arthur God- 


an 8.8 despite the fact that it’s 
spotted opposite the No. 1 rated 
team of Fibber McGee & Molly. The 
$6,000 Godfrey package goes com- 
mercial in the spring, Lipton Tea 


asked agency for ‘out.’ 

ABC says “take a gander at our 
‘Fat Man’” (which web has just 
sold), and is paying off with a 98 


8.9 for the second quarter. 
Argument of the networks that 
| buying a web-built show is a coin- 
|saving device is supported by the 
| Sunday afternoon RCA-Victor pack- 
lage, with the client grabbing it off 
‘at approximately one-third the talent 





cost by bypassing the package- 
talent agency boys. 
NBC’s “International Harvester” 


show, with its orchestra stemming 
from network auspices, is cited as 
another example of a client saving a 


good chunk of coin. - 





Eversharp Gives ‘Maisie’ 
The CBS Gate Next Month; 
136 Nut Seen the Point 


“Maisie” goes off the boardg on 
March 28. Biow is not only washing 
up the Friday night CBS show for 
is giving up the 
10:30-11 p. m. time as well. Agency 


and client have long been unhappy | 


recapture their onetime eminence in | 


well be} 


the multiple “hidden fees’ resulting | 
from outside package buys and the | 
payoff to the “middle men” in the 


commanding more and | 


the web | 


it as re-| P P . 
placement for “Hobby Lobby.” Its | Opportunity of testing commercials 


That’s abnor- | °" 
mal, because the Jack Haley oppo- 
off the 
the high- 


Look, too, says CBS, at that recent 
which the 


Network is also doing some 


frey Tuesday night show, which has 


rating for the first 15 minutes and | 








Shows in Blue 





No Holds Barred 


It's Hooper vs. Nielsen at 
tomorrow’s (Thursday) luncheon 
of the Radio Executives Club at 
the Hotel Roosevelt in N. Y., 
with a large segment of the 
trade that’s been following the 
“Battle of the Ratings” anticipat- 
ting some verbal slugfests. 

Wearing the mythical purple 
trunks will be Hooper as he 
tackles “Radio’s Inferiority Com- 
plex—and How to Cure It” 
while Nielson, in the other cor- 
ner, will kick around “Program 
Ratings—Boon or Menace?” 


K&E Plotting — 
Pioneer Move 
In Sponsors 


Bill Lewis, Kenyon & Eckhardt’s 








reaching step toward closing the gap 
between commercial and_ public 
service programming. 

In effect, the Lewis proposal is 
that agency clients foot the bill for 
{sponsorship of programs 
| sustainers on the networks, either as 
}a one-shot or in cycles. Thus it 
| would provide the client with an 





so-called prestige shows of a 
public service character. Further- 
|more, it would go far toward eras- 
ing the “over - commercialization” 
stigma that advertisers have no 
truck with using the airlanes for 
prestige purposes and are strictly 
concerned with utilizing radio to sell 
their product. 

Lewis has already laid the plan 
before the K & E plans board as a 
prelude to inviting client acceptance. 


Texaco to Kudner: 





buying it last week as ‘Vox por'| Dr acken Cancelled 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Double casualty befell the latest 
| (seventh) cancellation of a Holly- 
| wood show in recent weeks when 


| Texaco served notice of expiration 
|on the Eddie Bracken show as of 


| 


| March 23 and Buchanan agency sur- 


|rendered the billing to the Kudner. 


‘agency. Latter phase developed 
‘through the sale of Tony Martin and 
| Jane Powell to the oiler by Myron 
|Kirk of Kudner. Deal is for 13 
|weeks with no commitment beyond 
ithat cycle. It will mark the windup 
of 26 weeks for the Texas Co. by 
| Bracken, whose rating proved his 
undoing. 

Kirk has been sniping at the Texas 
account since Bing Crosby’s break 
with Kraft when he tried unsuccess- 
| fully to swing The Groaner. When 
Texaco let pass Kirk’s first pitch 
with Martin he switched to Al Jol- 
son, but the latter shrugged off a 13- 
week deal and wasn’t too  in- 
iterested anyway in a regular series. 
| Buchanan still retains the Metopera 
| billing and other media for Texaco. 





over the late evening time segment | 


It has| the right formula as an air perfor-| and the pullout comes as no surprise. 


However, the dissatisfaction re- 
portedly stems from other factors 


as well, too. For one thing, it’s felt | 


that the audience payoff hasn't justi- 
fied the $13,000 weekly talent nut 
for the show. And also seen as a 
factor is the current overflooding of 


the market with the low-cost ball- | 


And Now It’s Gehringer 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 
Charlie Gehringer, former Tiget 
star, will venture into regular 
sportscasting with a general sports 
summary 7:45 p.m. Saturdays on 
| CKLW. 
Baseball will be featured topic but 


week as sales manager of the Doro- | point pen. In contrast, the Eversharp his program will include all sports. 


‘thy Thackrey-operated station. 


product's a costly item. 


‘Sponsor deals are jelling. 


~+ 


radio chieftain, has initiated a 
| pioneering gesture which, if given | 
client acceptance, may be a far- 


| 
heard as | 


Weeds Sprouting Strong in Tobacco 
Belt’ To Choke Off Cig-Sponsored 


Haze of Reshuffles 


looks of there's 
a whole flock of cigarette-sponsored 


| shows that appears to be going up in 


From the things, 


| . 
smoke. At no previous time have so 


many of the < 


ig gic 


segments riding 
the coast-to-coast kilocycles pro- 
| vided such multiple headaches to 
agencies and clients at one given 


time. It may be mere coincidence or 
a full-grown recognition that the 
competitive sweepstakes for the 
| postwar ciggie market is on in earn- 
jest, but figured any way the fact 
remains that the “tobacco belt” pro- 





igramming reshuffle, involving a 
| multi-million dollar investment in 
time and talent, has reached new 
highs 

| Perhaps the only ones singing a 
“life can be beautiful” tune at the 
moment are Raleigh, with its Red 
Skelton—‘“People Are Funny” brace 
of NBC shows, and Chesterfield, 
which is snaring happy Hoopers 
with its cross-the-board “Supper 


Club” show. But some of those smoke 
rings emanating from the Camel, 
Pall Mall, Philip Morris, Old Gold 
and Lucky Strike camps seem to be 
fading off into question marks. 

For Old Gold it’s been a two-way 
headache, with the Frank Sinatra 
Wednesday night show on CBS and 
the Sunday night “Meet Me at 
Parky’s” on NBC, which is being 
cancelled out as of April 5. The 
Sinatra-OG breach has been healed 
until the end of the season. 


Camel looks set to part company 
with its top-budgeted Abbott and 
Costello show at the end of t' - sea- 
| Son, with the A. & C. team currently 
| being offered around the agencies. 
On the other hand, however, the 
agency on the account, Wm. Esty, 
appears happy over the Bob Hawk 
and Vaughn Monroe contribs to the 
Camel ledger sheets. 

Biow agency is still in process of 
overhauling the Philip Morris setup 
and next month P-M’s Johnny will 
be ushering in Milton Berle as re- 
placement for Rudy Vallee. Earlier 
in the season things looked tough 
for “Pays To Be Ignorant,” P-M’s 
other prograta, but show has edged 
up into the bigtime Hoopers and it’s 
sticking. 

Frank Morgan and Pall Mall are 
calling it quits. And Lucky Strike 
has been going through the turmoils 
of overhauling the Saturday night 
Hit Parade show in a bid to hypo 
the rating, with guest stars replacing 
Joan Edwards. The LS/MFT crew, 
on the other hand, is still slap-happy 
over the continued popularity of its 
top salesman, Jack Benny. 


Jolson Says No ~ 
To Elgin, Texaco 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Al Jolson has finally decided that 
he doesn’t want a regular radio 
series and now Hal Hackett of MCA 
has to pitch all over again to Elgin- 
American. Client was ready and 
willing to pay $13,500 for the pack- 
age but Joley would rather do guest 
shots if and when he feels like it. 
Texaco also had a firm offer dan- 
gling but he nixed that too. 











WHP Lifts ‘Iron Curtain’ 


In Harrisburg, Too 
Harrisburg, Feb. 18. 

WHP (17) hopped on 

the State Department's new series of 

| 1-hour broadcasts to Russia, re- 

| broadcasting the initial program for 

| Harrisburg listeners, thus becoming 


| probably the first indie in the coun- 
| try to carry thé actual program. 


yesterday 





| Harrisburg listeners heard an 
English translation, done by Mari 
Yanofsky, arranged through the 


State Dept, 
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D.C. Free-for-All On As Each Branch 
Of Congress Yens FCC Bills First 





Washington, Feb. 18. + 


Up on Capitol Hill, there is a race 
going on between the Senate and 
House to see which arm of Con- 
gress will get FCC legislation to the 
floor first. 

All four networks are known to 
favor legislation of the type likely 
to be proposed by Sen. Wallace 
White, (R., Maine), chairman of the 
powerful Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee, in preference to moves by 
more rabid House members who 
would like to revive a smear in- 
vestigation of the radic agency. 





Ellsworth Touted 
Washington, Feb. 18. 

Name of Rep. Harris Ells- 
worth (R., Ore.) is being recom- 
mended by an important bloc of 
radio men here to head the ra- 
dio subcommittee of the House 
Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee. It is pointed 
out that Ellsworth, owns KRNR, 
Roseburg, Ore. and a piece of a 
Klamath Falls, Ore. station, is 
the only committee member, 
past and present, with practical 
radio experience. 

Ellsworth, who also publishes 
@ newspaper in Roseburg, has 
publicly opposed FCC’s alleged 
inroads in the radio program 
field. 











Meanwhile, the commission is ex- 
pected to take its first drubbing in 
mid-March, when Rep. Richard 
Wigglesworth (R., Mass.), chairman 
of the House subcommittee on in- 
dependent offices appropriations, 
opens hearihgs on an FCC budget 
request of $7,300,000. Wigglesworth, 
long-time foe of FCC and big broad- 
cast interests alike, has promised 
several days of hearing on commis- 
sion activities. 

He is expected to probe every- 
thing from FCC’s approval without 
hearing of giant radio sales to Arde 
Bulova’s current mixup over WOV, 
New York City, and his long-time 


fight with the Catholic Paulist 
Fathers who want Bulova’s Station 
WNEW. Under Wigglesworth’s 


chairmanship, ECC’s funds are likely 
to be cut sharply despite plenty of 
evidence that the commission’s 
workload has doubled since war-end. 

Wigglesworth would also like to 
head up another select committee to 
investigate the FCC. However, Rep. 
Clarence Brown (R., Ohio) has the 
support of Rep. Eugene Cox (D., 
Ga.), and plenty of his own party. 
to head such an investigation. It is 
known that Brown is nursing a rip- 
per bill tearing FCC apart. He has 
delayed introducing it, until lines 
of action are agreed on with party 
leaders. 

Under the Congressional Reor- 
Zanization Act, the interstate com- 
merce committees of both houses 
will normally conduct investigations 
of the radio agency and may do so 
without enabling legislation, How- 
ever, a majority vote of either 
House may set up select investigat- 
ing committées to go after govern- 
ment agencies. 

Gene Cox Rides Again 

Rep. Eugene Cox, who resigned 
from an earlier FCC investigating 
committee under pressure from his 
colleagues, declared on Friday (14), 
“It is my opinion a special commit- 
tee to investigate FCC will be au- 
thorized by this Congress.” Cox said 
he believes the “root of evil” is not 
the Communications Act, but the 
membership of the commission itself. 
The FCC under Fly made itself very 
unappetizing to the Georgia Con- 


(Continued on page 30) 


KIGGINS, REYNOLDS IN 
BID FOR ERIE AM’ER 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
Keith Kiggins, recently resigned 
ABC veepee in charge of station re- 
lations, has a 10% share of the 
Community Service Broadcasting Co. 
which last week put in a bid for a 
new AM watter in Erie, Pa. 


Kiggins is teamed with Donald 





Ex-G-Man Purvis Buys 
North Carolina Station 


Raleigh, Feb. 18. 
Melvin Purvis, the former FBI 
agent, has purchased full ownership 
of radio station WOLS, Florence, 
N. C., from 
subject to FCC approval. 


no changes in the personnel of the 
station, and that Nat Royster would 
be retained in his position as man- 
ager of the station. 


Gen. Bradley Names Radio 





GI Education Campaigns 


Washington, Feb. 18. 


A national Radio Advisory Coun- 
cil was named by Gen. Omar N. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the Veterans Administration on its | 
information campaigns for ex-GIs | 
and their families. 

Standing radio advisory committee 
includes Frank Russell, NBC veepee 
in Washington; Robert Saudek, ABC 
director of special events; Edward 





Scovill, CBS Washington special 
events director; Charter Heslep, 
Mutual Washington rep; Charles | 
Batson, NAB information director, | 


and George Ludlam, radio director | 
of the Advertising Council, N. Y.}| 
Council held its first meeting with | 
Bradley and VA radio director 
Charles Dillon last Friday (14). 

In the future, all major VA proj- 
ects will be referred to the radio 
men for advisory approval. Immedi- 
ate project is web and station sup- 
port of the campaign to have 10,- | 
000,000 GIs reinstate their lapsed 
service life insurance policies. 


Seattle Stations Set 
New AFRA Contract 


Seattle, Feb. 18. 
New contract between AFRA here 
and KIRO, KJR and KOMO has been 
ratified by vote of the membership 
and is being sent national head- 








quarters for okay. Contract is the 
result of negotiations which have 
been going on since Nov. 14, and 
strike dates have been twice post- 
poned during confabs. 

New scale gives announcers a base 
rate of $77.50 per week, with 4 raise 
ef 10% for commercials and an in- 
crease of one-third in transcription 
fees. Pact also marks first time that 
writers have been covered here, they 
being represented by AFRA as there 


Martin F. es | 


Purvis stated that there would be | 


Bradley last Friday (14) to counsel | , 


| tian 








| 
ad a 
- 
D’ARTEGA 
Dec. 11th this column announced, 
| “‘D’Artega’s ‘Dream Concerto’? (pub- 


lished by Jack Bregman, BVC) has 
outstanding 


{been proclaimed the 


- T Aid On contribution to American music for 
Advisory Group To Aid On ss:°: 


| Today (Feb. 19) Record Jockeys 


demand for 
it the 


agree that listener 

“Dream Concerto” stamps 

No. 1 candidate for 1947. 
Nice going, Jack! 
LANG-WORTH, Inc., New York 








Religion in L. A 
eligion in L. A. 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
First Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles plans to hypo Lent at- 
tendance via radio spot announce- 
ments. This will be the first time a 
recognized and established Chris- 
church will have employed 
ether for attendance plug. Drive 
will be aimed at special two-a-day 
services which will run through to 
Easter Sunday with Rev. James W. 
Fifield officiating. 
Other groups, mostly Evangelistic 
churches, have used radio for a long 
time, employing airings of services, 
revival meetings, etc. with a dollar- 
on-the-dial pitch underscoring. Es- 
tablished churches have shied away 
from much of those practices. Con- 
gregational has anted up a budget 
of $3,500 to Lyle Sheldon Agency to 


handle time buys and costs of pro- 
ducing spots on transcriptions, 


1006 Claim Dismissed 


A $100,000 damages claim brought 
by Audioscriptions, Inc., against 
WOR program service, Bamberger 
Broadcasting Co., N. W. Ayer agency 
and Sheffield Farms was thrown out 
of court yesterday (Tuesday) on a 
motion for dismissal granted by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Thomas 
L. Corcoran. 


Plaintiff alleged that it owned the 
original idea for “Guess Who” which 
Sheffield has been bankrolling over 








is no Radio Writers Guild local. 


WOR since August, 1943. 





Washington, Feb. i8. 

NAB’s director of research, Dr. 
Kenneth H. Baker, has taken up the 
cudgels for BMB’s audience meas- 
urement studies and radio research- 
ers in general in a scrappy letter to 
poll-taker George Gallup, the NAB 
announced Friday (14). 

Baker was fighting mad about 
Gallup’s statement in Frisco re- 
cently that “newspapers do a more 
thorough job in providing circula- 
tion figures and give advertisers a 
much better opportunity to weigh 
coverage,” than does radio. Radio, 
said Gallup, “fudges its figures,” with 
the result there are no reliable data 
on radio listening. 

Baker replied that the infant 
BMB, though only in its third year, 
has the support of three-fourths of 
;the radio industry, a boast that 
| newspapers’ ABC Records could not 
make in its third year of existence. 








NAB’s Baker Takes Sock at Gallup 
For Stuff-Off of Radio Ratings 





-% 
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MBS WEEKEND GROUP 
IN WHOLESALE SHIFT 


A group of Friday and Saturday 
night Mutual shows is being shifted 
around week after next (28), one of 
the shows being a Mutual oldie 
taken“ out of the mothballs for a 
sponsor. 

Latter is “Bulldog Drummond,” Hi 
Brown package, which has been off 
the air for a while. “Bulldog” is re- 
turning to the net for American 
Transit Assn. sponsorship which is 
giving up its “Spotlight on America,” 
latter having been on Friday at 
10 p.m: 

Taking “Spotlight’s” place Friday 
nights at 10 will be “Meet the Press,” 
which is being moved from 10:30. At 
ithe same time, “Leave It To the 





Reynolds, midwest newspaper pub- | Baker also wanted to know why |Girls” is being shifted from Satur- 
lisher and licensee of an ABC-af- | Gallup hadn't done anything to im-|44y night at 9:30 to Friday at 8:30 
filiated station in Ft. Smith, Ark. | prove radio research in the nine) 
Third member of the corporation is | years he had Been on the board of |@t 9:30 will be taken by “Thrilling 
Andy Haley, Washington counsel for | governors of the CAB. Gallup had |Stories.” Latter is being bracketed 


ABC. Haley already has an FM sta- 
tion in Pasadena, Cal., and last week 


|p.m. “Girls’” place Saturday night 


| described radio research as “in its iM @ thrill-adventure-sports-western 
|infancy,” adding that the Hooper |“Masculine” parlay with “Mighty 


filed a third bid for an AM opera-/and Nielsen systems of reporting Casey” at 9 p.m. 
tion in Fullerton, ‘Cal. Reynolds also | listeners are the most used though | Boe 


has other applications on file. Kig- | neither covers the country. He was | 
gins is asking for the 1330 kc wave- | conspicuously silent on BMB’s job|mentator for 


length with 5 kw power in Erie. 


for radio to date, 





Buffale—Glen Ford, news com- 


BBC, joins WBEN 
shortly in same capacity. 











see 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


George Heller left Sat. (15) on two-week Cuba vacation. Ray Jones 
coming in from Chi to fill in for one week... -MCA packaging a 15-minute 
Cross-the-board show based on the Betty Smith novel “Tree Grows In 
Brooklyn”....Robert Q. Lewis doing the intros on the one-man Georgie 
Price concert Saturday night (22) at Town Hall....Carl J. Burkland, 
WTOP (Washington) general manager; A. E. Joscelyn, WCCO (Minne. 
apolis) general manager, and Car] Ward, WCC’s promotion manager in 
New York for conferences at CBS....Dr, Juraj Slavik, Czechoslovak 
ambassador to the U. S., last night (18) presented Norman Corwin with 
a painting of the destruction of Lidice. Presentation was made at the 
conclusion of Corwin’s sixth CBS “One World Flight” broadcast... Hyp 
Robinson has trained in from the Coast....Henry Neely and Walter 
Greaza join casts of “Rose of My Dreams” and “Young Widder Brown” 
respectively....Kathryn Raht, Geoffrey Bryant and Richard Keith to 
“Front Page Farrell”....Dinah Shore and George Montgomery due in 
Feb. 27 and 28 enroute to Washington and White House festivities. 
A. & S. Lyons agency packaging the 15 min. sports quiz program that 
formerly featured Leo Durocher on ABC each Sunday afternoon as g 
show for Hank Greenberg, who's slated to start his air chores soon... 
Vivian Della Chiesa, warbler with Conti's “Treasure Hour of Song.” 
scheduled to emcee Girl Scouts’ 35th anni via MBS net March 14. 

WNEW station manager Berenice Judis off on her first vacation in seven 
years, having left yesterday (Tuesday) for Mexico....WOR flack dept, 
Bert Briller breaking into print with two articles, one in April Inter. 
national Digest, another in June Reader’s Scope....WOR’s “Uncle Don" 
going to de a moppet disk jock ride Saturday mornings, at 9:30, begin. 
ning March 1, having closed down his long-term afternoon strip..,, 
“Lights Out,” the Baynard Kendrick novel about a white southern ex-GI 
who becomes friendly with a Negro vet when both are in a hospital for 
the “blind, has been radio-adapted by Arnold Perl and will be given one. 
shot time, next Friday (21), 10-10:30 p.m., by WNEW. Show will be re. 
corded off the air for playback via transcription by stations around the 
country....Timebuyer Ginny Parham has resigned from the Kenyon & 
Eckhardt radio department as Ray Simms, formerly with WCAX, Burl. 
ington, Vt., moves into the department as assistant to Frank Palmer, de. 
partment chief....ABC Sunday Evening Hour originates from the Art 
Center in Toledo, Feb, 23, with the premiere of MacDowall’s “Tragic 
Symphony.” The composer's widow will hear the work for the first time, 
listening to the broadcast in Los Angeles....Blaney Harris, assistant to the 
Director of Radio of Doherty, Clifford and Shenfield, father of a son..,., 
Hugh Hole, formerly with Benton and Bowles, has joined the radio de- 
partment of Dancer, Fitzgerald, Sample....Charles Harrell, ABC direc- 
tor, and his wife, Virginia Adams, actress, back from three weeks of 
skiing in Canada....Jane Mathews is writer-director attached to James 
Stevenson package house....David Owens of Dancer Fitzgerald agency 
spends every weekend in Ann Arbor, Mich., with family, He's ex-pro- 
fessor at the university there....CBS stenogs, et al., got salary adjust- 
ments retroactive to last fall paid off this past weekend under schedules 
worked out by web and union....WOV setting up a subsidiary scholarship 
for ex-servicemen in addition to its regular piano scholarship... .Jack 
McManus, of PM, doubling into Seymour Peck’s radio column while latter 
vacations....Irving Brecher in from the Coast for a couple of weeks. 

- Joe Moran, Young & Rubicam veepee, to speak on “Radio Commercials" 
tonight (Wed.) at Univ. of Ohio. ...Michaei J. Madar, veepee in charge of 
production, elected to board of directors of Lennen & Mitchell....Aimed 
as summer replacement show, new Carl Jampel quizzer, “Your Three 
Wishes,” with Bob Sherry as emcee, to be auditioned next Tuesday (25), 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Phil Baker is bringing back “Take It Or Leave It” and this time he's 
taking it—that is, Hollywood as a permanent origination point... Bill 
Ramsey, Gil Ralston and Gail Smith, the “big three” of Procter & Gamble 
radio, around to see what can be done to hypo the rating of the Ameche- 
Drene show before renewal time rolls around....Leo Burnett of the agency 
of the same name in town on the trail of a piece of business....Jobn 
Crosby here on a combined honeymoon and look-see at our “terrible” 
shows and really getting around with his bride....Frank Hemingway, the 
only newscaster who mimics the names in the news, getting double spon- 
sorship for a five-a-week strip over ABC....Bill Baker an arrival from 
the east to extend the contract of Burns and Allen, timed to coincide with 
their 15th anniversary in radio....Hedda Hopper is tying in “This }s 
Hollywood” with the world premiere of “Ramrod” Feb. 22 at Salt Lake 
and will air a vignette of the picture with the stars, Joel McCrea and 
Veronica Lake....Carroll Carroll east to go over the available Coast 
shows with Ward Wheelock, who'll have three shows on the air in the 
fall for Campbell soup....Frances Langford being put on wax by Walter 
Lurie at Don Lee in a quarter-hour series for sponsorial consideration. ... 
When Dinah Shore read the recent rating of Bob Hope, she quipped, “He 
must have a nose bleed way up there.” Henry Ford II and a bevy of Ford 
execs take over the client’s booth at her show this week.,..BBD&O has 
dropped the ceiling for guestars on Cavalcade of America to $4,000. At 
one time they paid as high as $7,500....Drug chain bought transcribed 
“Myrt and Marge” for a midday strip on KNX....Johnny “On-the-Spoi” 
Grant here from New York with his wire recording equipment and search- 
ing Out a sponsor for his roving pickups....Local AFRA crowd feelin€ 
the pressure of the eastern influx, which is thinning calls to the ovet- 
scale regulars. ...CBS has its engineers on the ground sizing up the layout 
for its frequency modulation operation....Art Linkletter also joining the 
trek to Salt Lake and helping Utah celebrate its centennial with a broad- 
cast from the Mormon capital Feb. 21....Don Searle back at his ABC desk 
for a few hours a day with an Arizona tan and that healthy look. ...John 
Ryan, whose Victor reissue of “McNamara’s Band” will run to an initial 
35,000 pressings, being flooded with offers to do the ditty on St. Patrick's 
Day programs....Walter Van de Camp named interim prexy of Holly- 
wood Ad Club, with Tom Lewis as veepee, and Burt Oliver, secretary.-:: 
Mrs. Floyd (Betty Lou) Head, who retired from radio when her husband 
returned from overseas, mothered a boy in Frisco....Syd Gaynor 
east for three weeks of client calls....It has been too much of 8 
hassel for Bill Grey, late of the Jack Kirkwood show, to avoid conf 
identity with Billy Gray, the night clubber, so he’s changed his monicket 


to Buddy Grey. But he also changed his hairdo and now he's mixed UP 
with Garry Moore 


IN CHICAGO ... 


H. Leslie Atlass, CBS Central Division veepee. s WBBM gave away 
$269,125 worth of spots to benefit 64 social agencies in. 1908. _..1. F. (Ted) 
Arnold upped to sales manager at WHBF, Rock Island, while Forest Cook 
takes over program directing. ...Dolph Nelson is the new disk jockey fF 
‘Wax and Needle Club” via WCFL....Don Herbert added to fiu list.--+ 
Geraldine Kay new member of “Betty Crocker” cast....Gene Filip ' 
new WGN publicity staffer....Peter Lucas, WBBM staff announcer, 
hitched to CBS page girl Sanny Lou Sherman. ...Olan Soule, NBC “Grané 
Marquee” star, off to Davenport for special WOC show....Group of Chi 
radio thesps pulling switcheroo in giving press party for Dutton-Lippo!d, 
their flacks....WBBM sepia talent search takes on unusual slant in tha 
most singers auditioning come up with longhair stuff....Walter Emerso™ 
ABC Central Division attorney, sporting new cast after breaking knee - 
ice as he was delivering ABC studio tickets to friend....Eugenie B@” 
leaves Paul Whiteman for one week to take over “Breakfast Club” chiro 
ing....New gimmick in guesters is “Flag,” fawn in “Yearling,” paying 


visit to Hal Tate's WAIT spot....WGNB noting rise in FM dialers wit? 
lotsa requests for program skeds. 
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CC BRAKES STATION GRANTS | 


Top 15 and the Opposition 


Eight shows in competition with the Top 15 on the new 


(Feb. 18) 


Hooperatings have managed to crash through with a 10 or better. It’s 


Fibber & Molly, Bob Hope and Amos ‘rn’ 


positions. 
TOP 15 


Fibber & Molly. 33.4 
Bob Hope .. ay 32.9 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy 30.9 
Jack Benny 27.8 
Red Skelton : ly He 
Charlie McCarthy 26.7 
Fred Allen .. 25.9 
Walter Winchell 22.6 
Lux Radio Theatre . 22.5 
Duffy’s Tavern .........%. 22.0 
Ry Rae me | 
Screen Guild Players ..... 21.2 
RP BS bee hice ogee ane 
FBI In Peace and War. hose 
Gildersleeve 18.5 


Andy in the 1-2-3 leadof# 


OPPOSITION 
Total 
Network 
Competition 
13.0 
7.6 
Pea 15.9 
10.1 Drew Pearson .,. 16.5 
(No sponsored competition) 


11.9 Sam Spade .... ae Se 

11.5 Crime Doctor .. , 14.7 

13.3 Man. Merry-Go- Round 24.8 

siden 19.0 

re 16.9 

AE | eae Sey eee 19.7 

12.2 

ese ws 20.2 

16.8 Burns & Allen .......... 24.7 
115.8 Dr. Christian ....... 

} 11.3 Johns-Manville News. 18.6 





Everybody s Rushing to Establish 
The Code Facts of Radio Life . 


Washington. Feb. 18 


one but several brand-new codes of 


. 
Broadcasters may not have merely | 


ethics to guide their every move, it | 


now appears. The newly-organized 
National Assn, of Radio News Di- 
rectors announced yesterday (17) 
that a committee is now at work on 
a special code for radio newsmen 
which it will complete some time 
next month. (Concurrently. 
work on NAB’s long 
starts March 5 at a Washington 
meeting of the NAB Standards of 
Practice Committee. ) 

John F: Hogan, news director of 
WCSH, Portland, Me., president of 
NARND, announced that once a 


code is adopted the standards com- | 


L. A. FM Stations 


mittee will consider recommenda- 
tions for improving overall radio 
news presentation and publication of 
a radio style book for news depart- 
ments. 

The NARND held 
vention in Cleveland 


its first con- 
immediately 


| 
| 
| 
| 


more | 
-promised code | 


following the NAB meet in C hicago | 


last October. Members of the news- 
men’s standards committee are Se- 


| 
' 


reno B. Gammell, WTHT, Hartford: | 


Jack Kreuger, WTMJ, Milwaukee; 
Jack Knell, WBT, Charlotte; Soren 
Munkof, WOW, Omaha, and Fred H. | 
Hinshaw, WLBC, Muncie. Ind. 


TEMPO RISING ON HUNT 





FOR GRAY’S DISK SUB wise sins ss wi 


WOR (N. Y.) and Barry Gray are | 
currently testing a parade of pros- | 


pective disk jocks as replacements 
on Gray’s all-night record and gab 
session. Testing is ostensibly to get 
someone to take Gray's place on his 
One night a week off, Sunday, but 
it's known that the station has made 
overtures to a couple of established 
platter-spinners as well as some 
showbiz names to fill the Gray slot 
on a fulltime basis in the near 
future. 

Among the more recent candidates 


getting in shape for the Gray rou- 
tine have been chirpster Dolly 
Dawn, Musicraft musical director 


Walter Gross, WAAT (Newark) disk 
jock Jerry Roberts, Larry Funt and 
a number of others. All have had 
recent guest shots on the show, 


E station grounds, 





Pipe Dreams 

A few weeks back Dick San- 
ville quit his job as a CBS direc- 
tor to get married.on the Coast. 
On the Sanville post-marital 
agenda was the idea of forget- 
ting all about commercial radio 
for a while. 


The disillusionment set in on 


the very day he was married, 
Too late, Sanville learned that 
the minister who administered 
the oath was named Rev. 


George Washington Hill 








Dicker to Pool 
Building Costs 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Prospective operators of FM sta- 
jtions here are weaning a deal mu- 
jtually to reduce expense of building 
construction and individual layout 
FM’ers are urg- 
ing consolidation of building con- 

by dropping overall Mt. 
of one 
firm, thus calles the nut. Coopera- 
tive step is similar to that taken by 
San Francisco television interests on 
Mt. Tamalpais. 

Lee Wynn, g.m. of KGER, Long 
Beach, made the suggestion which is 
now under consideration by eight 
prospective stations recently granted 
construction permits. Under the plan 


‘mountain sites would be cut out and 


levelled; station and quarters build- 
ings proper pooled. With the entire 
project the guaranteed assignment 
of one contractor, broadcasters see 
savings effected. Television stations 
located in the same area have al- 
ready completed heavy road work, 
thus simplifying work of newcomer 
builder. Construction work is ex- 





and | 


wound up answering the telephone | 


FCC GETS SECOND PLEA 


and going through the usual WOR 
disk jock business. One proviso of 
the new setup is reported to be that 
Gray will pass on his replacement. 





Seek Dismiss Motion 
In $33,000,000 Suit 
Louisville. Feb. 18. 


Federal Judge J. Shelbourne last 
week took under submission a de- 


fense motion to dismiss a $33,000,000 | 


suit against CBS brought by Sam 
Morris, Dallas evangelist and temper- 
ance advocate, and Henry M. John- 
son, Louisville attorney. 


CBS counsel Squire Ogden argued 


that the court here does not have 
lurisdiction in the case. and con- 
tended no cause for action because 


theie is no proof of damage to the 
plaintiffs, 


| 


pected to start within 60 days if 
agreed upon. 





FOR PACKAGE STATION 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Another tailor-made radio station 
application was filed with FCC 
when quintet of local radio industry 


| persons asked for new 250-watter on 


1340 kilocycles. Involved, ard ap- 
parently fully equipped to go. In- 
sofar as personnel is concerned, are 
Harb Land, time salesman on KLAC; 
Howard Essary and Fehr Gardnei 


of Allied Advertising Agency; 
Roger Patrick, announcer and news- 
man. and Sam Rowley, engineer, 


both of KLAC. Location asked for 
Nuys 

The other tailor-made pitch 
| Beverly Hills Broadcasting Co. 


“4 Van 
s the 


DING JAMMED 


} 
} 
} 


Washington, Feb. 18 
Although it will come as bad new: 
to hundreds of would-be broadcast- 
ers, there is a growing sentiment 
at FCC either to call a halt to the 
| present breakneck speed of licensi 
Stations or 


to require a hearing o1 
{all applications. Normal 
to call hearings only where there 
competition for a frequency, o0! 
where FCC has serious doubt about 
an applicant’s qualifications or othe: 
“public interest” features. 

This sentiment is being expressed 
iby a growing number of FCC of- 
ificials, and has its roots in both 
j} engineering and legal considerations 
Since VJ Day, FCC handed wut 608 
building permits for new AM siations 
and 6635 for new FM stations, buik 
of them without hearing. And now 
the commission wishes it had “ 
hem a little more slowly.” 

Faced with the heaviest mass of 
Ret nore in its history, herd 
streamlined its procedures to 

-verybody happy faster by 
applications 
things considered,’ it 
However, there are 
notable exceptions where 
moved so fast it may 
self in an embarrassing 
vhen the day of reckoning 

For example, 
of existing 


practice 1s 


made 


quic! 
Al af ', 
has done 


action on 
just 
that some 
commis 
sion find 
posit 0 
come 
increasing numbe 
stations are go 
appeal FCC grants \ 
hearing to new local stations in thei 
gh & 
receiving more and 
complaining of 
f the standard broadcas 
dial as the band becomes more c! 
tered 


court to 


areas 
Hill, is 


tte, 
lett« i 


fringe not to mentor 
Capitol 
move 


* rence on 


with 
Clear Channel Broadcasting S« 

ce is complaining about the hu 

dreds of new dovtime stations wh 

freeze present AM as- 

ignments In a couple of © 

appeal of WQXP 

WKRC. Cincinnati, the 

FCC to set aside eat 
cTe alleg:d lo 

ring interlers 

hes established lice uwsees! 

old hearings on the newue > a 


pris i 7;0Mns 


newcome};: 


eaten to 


oOlawDoly ny 


as forced 


Fraud an2@ Fizances 

effort to speed building of 
stations, FCC has recent 
found itself in the position of hand- 
jing Out permits to persons with 
judgments against them for fraud 
jand other legal offenses. In at least 
a half-dozen cases in recent months, 
Dun & Bradstreet has reported un- 
favorably on would-be broadcasters 
after FCC has approved permits fo 
them, and the grants have had to be 
rescinded, 


In an 
new 


In still other cases, FCC may find 
that it has stretched its own rules 
and regulations by licensing two 


stations to one outfit in violation of! 
a strict interpretation of its rule 
against multiple ownership in the 
AM field Confusion on this score 
has already caused FCC to call a 
special hearing Feb. 24 on what con- 
|stitutes overlapping service from 
FM and television stations under a 
|single management, Other observers 
say that FCC’s next step will be to 
liberalize its present rule on dual 
ownership in the AM field, or else 
to confess that it has inadvertent], 
violated its own rule in recent 
grants. 

The filing of “strike” applications 
by persons who wish to delay licens- 
ing of competing stations is another 
worry FCC has had to cope with 
Feeling is that commission may have 
licensed some stations without hear- 


ing which it may discover later are 
controlled by existing licensees 
under hidden contracts or other 


|arrangements which would not have 
escaped notice in hearing. Support 
for this view is seen in the fact that 
at least a half dozen hearings now 
on FCC’s agenda inquire into the 
good faith” of particular bidders 


Ben Green to Meyerhoff 





Chicago, Feb. 18 
Arthur Meyerhoff Co., expanding 
ts radio activities, has appointed 


Benjamin J. Green to position of 
director, with Ken Robinson 
switching to post of account exec. 

Green was ex-radio director of 
‘H. W. Kastor agency. 


radio 


i camel's 





amas! 8 Folly 

A mechanical mind-reac: r will 
the basis for a half-hour 
show to preem Saturday 
on WNBC. Program, to be 
called “Make Up Your Mind” 
with Ben Grauer as emcee, 
test the ability of top speakers 
to sway studio audience opinion, 
with results announced over the 
air. 

Opinionmeter, as the device is 
named, records audience reac- 
tions by means of an electrical 
push-button connected to each 
of the 400 seats in NBC's studio 
6-B. Audience will be polled be- 


form 
radio 
(2°) 


will 


forehand to find the overall 
Opinion On The SuHject 14) GUS 
tion, and then the machine will 
tabulate their views foll 

the end of the debate 





= Chi Jocks Burn 
At Petrillo Nix 
On Guest Shots 


Chicago. Feb. 18 


Latest crackdown by James Pe 
’ » mes Chicago Local 10 whi 
“i vu ll mix On guest het 
moti : ma pa. ha: line al disk 
jockevws plenty burned en masse 
The 8200 ‘ee which could do the 
trk until now i oul Money car 
ou a mo, ans gi afte : 
rule thet sprang OVernight 
net wal 
I . . < [| aheut U 
= of : 
© tie 
wing a be ; 
Exvected bring ef... 2 
wide implications. aew Fetritlo ba 


orbids any Sppeserance of a m 
cian other than regular engageme 

Although not directly responsible 
for the disk jockeys’ desire to talk 
things over with Petrillo, an episode 
involving Bob Crosby proved to be 
one of the straw to 
back. Crosby was desirous 
of appearing on Ernie Simon's disk 
ot to plug a Glenview Naval Sta- 
Plan was that the band 
would not mention his Bob- 
or the Chicago theatre where 
currently appearing. Local 
10 said no 


break the 


‘ 
tion show 


leader 


he was 


Other new incidents, with respect 
to guesting. involve Burl Ives and 
Two Ton Baker. Ives was set to 
nake three visits to Hudson-Ross 
tores. local record retailers who 
sponsor his radio show. Deal fell | 


through after H-R figured the $600 
fee prohibitive when newspaper ad- 
vertising had to be considered also. 
Union said the $260 per stint had 


to be paid. 
Baker was slated to appear at a 
Sears-Roebuck store. After putting 


out a lot of cash for newspaper pro- 
motion, Sears discovered it would be 


necessary to pay another $200 to the 


ivtist. This was not considered at 
the outset, and Sears reluctantly 
paid because of the amount thes 
had already spent with the papers. 
Wax and patter boys committee 


chosen out of the new association, is 
bent on a showdown with the un- 
Envoys, consisting of Eddie Hutb- 

Ernie Simon and Dave Gar- 
roway, say there may be a reason 
ior the stand. But they want to 
know why 


ron 


bard 


HELEN ELEY’ S DEBUT 


Hollywood, Feb. 18 


Helen Eley, onetime Broadway 
musical star, makes her radio debut 
Friday (21) night on the Kenny 
Baker show, on which her husband 
Sam “Schlepperman” Hearn, is the 


featured comic 
If her comedy role clicks, she 
stays as a regular on the show. 


CBS Heave-Ho of 2 Sponsored Shows 
BY NEWENMERS At 206 Nick Hews to New Paley Line 


¢ CBS wasn’t kiddin: when it blue- 
printed its unprecedented plans to 
knock off commercial shows in order 


to expose a multi-million audience 


to documentary programs of a vital 
nature. Two sponsored shows, “In- 
formation Please” and “Reader's 
Digest.” are getting the heave-ho on 


different nights next month in order 
that the network can put into 
cream-time segments two 60-minute 
documentaries on top issues of the 
|day—juvenile delinquency and the 
nation’s health problem. Gesture 
$20,000 rebate by CBS to 
the clients. 

Move will undoubtedly spark off a 
wave of wholesale commendation 


means a 


since it translates into realistic ac- 
tion the William S. Paley-Edward R. 
VMurro vainped programming 
techniat aimed at reaching out to 
million yf teners when the net- 
work is of the opinion that some- 
thing vital needs to be said. Thus. 
too, it puts into concrete form the 
formula espoused by Paley before 
he nation’s broadcasters at the NAB 
t in Chicago last fall 

On Wedne lay March 5. CBS will 
knock aff “Info” to spot its juve de- 
linqguency show, written and pro- 
lueed by Robert Lewis Shayon, in 
i 10 to Il pm. segment. And on 
Marci a th healt aocumentary, 
) *d on cross-country studies made 
Howard Rodimnatr will also co 

» the 10-11 slot, 1 sulting in ¢ 
lation ot Hallmark's ‘Reader's 
Licest The two hov tee off the 
1947 eries of CBS’ Documentary 
tfTnit. } led by Robert Heller, and 
it proposed to wresent at least a 
lozen of them throughout the year. 
\ tew mont! bach the network 
ne “i off ar Inner Sanctum” 
pre ant te pre t ‘The Empty 
Nin wit ‘quent checkuo 
re lin hat me than 6,000,000 

iste ved tuned 
4 " motious program is on 
or March 9, when 
Mase half-hour 
i 0 Germany, 
1 place of the 
oop PMatiorn or the 
Mosco Conference It 
¢ produced by Heller 


KFWB Asks ‘Bond 
On Auto Program 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
KFWB is calling for a guarantee 
on proposed Kaiser-Frazier radio 


program. Show is to be aired lo- 
cally betore going to national hook- 
up. Warner Bros. indie wants no 
part of the deal unless they are to 
be cut in after the show goes net. 
Station wants assurance that it will 
remain as originating point er, at 
least, share program with a net- 
originating station here Program 
will not be accepted under any ethe 
conditions 

Show, “Hollywood 
to run @ half-hour, 
Ii will be a new type program com- 
bining theatre. films and_ radio. 
Those auditioned will be filmed 
while performing on theatre stage 
before house audience. Previously 
KFWB originated “Grouch Club,” 
“Breakfast in Hollywood” and “So 
You Want to Be an Actor.” all three 
of which went network after breek- 


FM Comes of Age in K.C. As 
2 Stations Go Commercial 


City. Feb. 18. 

FM is coming of age commercially 
in K. C. with the announcement by 
KMBC-FM that facilities could be 
bought by advertisers effective Feb. 
14. Same day operation hours of 
the station were upped to seven 
daily, 2 to 9 p.m., including Sundays, 

Arthur Church, prexy, has set the 
rate at 10°. of those on KMBC’s 
regular AM card No. 24 now in ef- 
fect. 


Auditions,” is 
five days weekly. 





Kansas 


Announcement follows a similar 
move by KOZY, an FM operator 
since ,/942, whéh went commercial 
i Jan. 1. 
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New York’s 135 Hours of Italian 


B casting Wkly. Set All-Time High 


Belying reports of low ratings 
being chalked up by multi-lingual 
stations, listener survey conducted 


veals that the Polish Hour on 
WHOM, N.Y. indie, from 7 to 8 
a.m. daily cops 57.7% _of the total 


Polish audience in N. Y. 


With the Polish audience as an in- 
centive, WHOM management 
upped its foreign programming in 
the last several months, currently 
programming 75 hours weekly in 
Italian, 2] hours in Polish and 7% 
hours Jewish. Italian shows, coupled 
with the 60-hour Italia. program- 
ming of WOV, brings the total 
hours to 135, an all-time N. Y. high. 

Most of the foreign-language boost 
has been instituted since Generoso 
Fortune Pope took over WHOM 
front Cowles Bros. last Nov. 8. Be- 
sides the Italian, Polish, Jewish and 
German shows, the stai:on also airs 
once weekly Greek and Russian 
hours. Station’s biggest English 
pitch is the all-night “After Hours” 
show, aired across-the-boards from 


has | 


11 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. ‘ 


Station has hiked its coin on Italian 
shows, which have replaced some of 
in N. Y. Polish language houses re-|the former unproductive daytime 
Italian announcing 
| staff has been increased, with plenty 
;of emphasis placed on foreign pub- 


English hours. 


jlic service shows. Prof. Thomas 
Russo *of the Brooklyn College 
faculty has been retained on a 


full-time basis as director of Italian- 
| language public service programs, 
isupervising daily shows encompass- 
| ing naturalization, social. security, 
| juvenile delinquency, American his- 
|tory and English lessons. 

Station has scrappe. brokerage 
shows. Former 15-20 arrangement— 
whereby salesmen-announcers re- 
ceived 15% commission as salesmen 
jand 20% of the remainder as talent 
—has been eliminated by Pope. 
Time now belongs to _ station 
alone, which schedules it and assigns 
its own staff personnel. Salesmen- 
announcers on station today receive 
a straight 15% sales commission, 





plus flat staff salary for announcing. 


WCOS Changes Hands 


Raleigh, Feb. 18. 

H. F. Kinsey, president of Caro- 
lina Broadcasting Co., has announced 
sale of station WCOS at Columbia, 
S. C., to the owners of two Georgia 
stations. 

William C. Bechman will remain 
as manager, and other personne] will 
be rétained, the announcement said, 
The new owners also operate WMBL 
at Macon and WDAK at Columbus. 
Sale must be approved by the FCC. 
WCOS operates day and night on 250 
watts. 


McANDREWS JOINS Y&R 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Robert J. MacAndrews has re- 
isigned his post as ad-promotion 
| manager for NBC’s western division 
ito join the Young & Rubicam pub- 
| licity-promotion staff. 

| -His successor is coming out from 
IN. Y. 














Test Cig in Hub 
Boston, Feb. 18. 
Hub chosen as initial market for 
the Larus Bros. cigaret, “Alligator,” 
with an airer over WBZ-WBZA 
ayems at 7:10-7:25. 





Show, consisting of 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





Boston — WEEI Newscaster Neil 
Wallace, former Navy lieutenant, 
awarded Purple Heart for wounds 
received when his DD was sunk by 
Jap Kamikazer at Okinawa. Tom 
Russell, former WTAC announcer 
and recent Army dischargee joined 
WEEI announcing staff replacing 
Jack Lawrence, who left radio to 


go into business with his father in | 


N. J. Robert Morgan, formerly 
WFCI, Pawtucket, new control room 


| operator for WCOP, Hub ABC outlet. 





Cleveland—Sieberling-Rubber Co. 
is offering its dealers singing weather 
announcements for radio. Bloch- 
Joseph & Associates is handling the 
sale of the promotion which was 
organized by Meldrum and Few- 
smith. Sieberling’s agency. To date, 
Sieberling dealers in 17 states have 
signed up for the campaign. 





Boston—Ben A. Hudelson, formerly 
educational director of Westinghouse 


station WOWO, Fort Wayne, to 
WBZ-WBZA in same _ capacity. 


recorded | Hudelson takes over post left vacant | here 
band music, debuted yesterday (17).' when George Slade went over t0 | Indie, 
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\ GN has a real “plus” program 


consider it a genuine “Baker’s Dozen” because it offers more homes per 
dollar than any competing show in Chicago.* 


figures? 


*Authority: Nielsen Radio Index. 


A Clear Channel Station... 
Serving the Middle West 


MBS 









Chicago 11 


Illinois 
50,000 Watts 


720 




















in the Fune Baker Show. We 


The delightfully charming June Baker has successfully sold fine 
products to women on a participating basis for 7 consecutive years over 


WGN. This is the best participating buy in Chicago. May we show 





Eastern Sales Office: 220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. ¥. 


West Coast Representatives: Keenan and Fickelberg 
235 Montgomery St., Sam Francisco4 ¢ 411 W. Fifth St., Los Angeles 13 





















the Lowell Institute Cooperative 
Broadcasting Council in Boston. 





Louisville—Russell Pirkey, for 12 
years with WAVE in the news de- 
partment, has left that station, and 
will be manager of WKAY, Glasgow, 
Ky, 








Galveston — KGBC, owned and 
|operated by the Galveston Broad. 
casting Co., of which James w., 
Bradner Jr., is prez, has taken to 
the air here, operating with 1000 


watts on 1540 kilocycles daytime, 
Jerry Fisher is station manager; 
Dean Turner program director. 





| 

Louisville—Town’'s newest station, 
WKYW, now slated to get on air 
|March 1, S. C. “Steve” Cisler, man. 
ager, mindful of the 1937 flood when 
his -former charge WGRC was 
inundated and out of commission 
for some days, has new transmitter 
house set on pontoons. 





Seattle—First full-time FM station 
began operation last week, 
KRSC-FM, with effective 
|}power of 15,000 watts, 93.5 mg., is 
joperating 15% hours per day, 
eral manager is Bob Priebe. 


Gen- 


Butte, Mont. — KXLF, formerly 


KGIR, completed its distribution 
plans for Pacific Northwest Play- 
ground, magazine stimulating in- 
terest in this vacation land. KXLF 
shares distribution of Playground 
with other XL stations in Portland, 


Spokane, Ellensburg (Wash.); Boze- 


man, Helena, Butte, and—after Feb. 
15—Great Falls, Mont. 

Kansas City—Authority to build a 
radio station in Kirksville, Mo., is 


| being sought by the North Missouri 


Broadcasting Co., which has filed ap- 
plication with the FCC. Application 
seeks operation on 1450 kilocycles 
with 250 watts for unlimited time. 





Memphis — James Melton's NBC 
“Harvest of Stars,” for International 
Harvester on Sunday afternoons at 
1:30 o'clock, will broadcast from 
Memphis Sunday, May 11, as curtain- 
raiser for the annual Memphis Cot- 
ton Carnival, “South’s Greatest 
Party,” which starts next day. Frank 
Black will bring principals of his 





| 50-piece orchestra and Lynn Murray 


likewise with 22-voice chorus, both 
groups to augment here. Local 
vocalist will be chosen for duet with 
Melton at some point in program 
saluting Dixie’s King Cotton. 





Philadelphia—Cold wave made two 
new accounts for WPEN when Kool 
cigarets and Soapine, cleansing 
agent, contracted to sponsor broad- 
cast weather reports. Hugh Harper 
has been named WPEN continuity 
director, and Freddie King has been 
added to the writing staff. Harper's 
previous radio connections were 
WBCM, Bay City, Mich., and KSCJ, 
Sioux City. King has been assigned 
to station’s “Holiday Inn” open house 
show with music. 





Pittsburgh--L. N. (Woody) Wood- 
ruff, recently out of the marines and 
a former nitery comic, has joined 
announcing staff at WCAE. He fills 
spot left vacant by resignation of 
Bob Cochran to go with U. S. Steel. 





Des Moines—Start of operation of 
KCBC, new Des Moines station, has 
been delayed. Station was set to 
start broadcasting Feb. 15, but last- 
minute testing showed the phase 
monitor*had been delivered incom- 
plete. Now hoped to start March 15. 





Minneapolis — Univ. of Minnesota 
Friday and Saturday (15, 16) 
launched radio news short course it 
plans to conduct annually. About 50 
radio news editors from Minnesota, 
Iowa and Dakotas attended. 





Minneapolis—Norman Boggs. ge"n- 
eral manager of WLOL, has been 
elected president of Independent 
Merchants’ Broadcasting Co., parent 
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Detroit Execs to Chin 
Detroit, Feb. 18. 

Deiroit is at last starting a radio 
executive club. A nucleus was 
formed this week with the following 
charter members: Charles Burke, 
Sales Manager WJR; Ed Wheeler, 
Assistant General Manager WWJ; 
Dick Jones, Sales manager CKLW; 
William Bryan, Petry rep in Detroit. 





Membership is initially open 
station managers, assistant station 
managers and sales managers. 
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That WOR is here to celebrate its 25th 
Anniversary this month, is the result of a 
number of sound and basic beliefs. Among 
them... 


WOR has always watched for any ten- 
dency on its part to be satisfied with the 
usual, to hesitate to experiment with the 
new and different. For WOR knows that 
while othef businesses might commit this 
error and exist, to do so in the mercurial, 


fast-changing field of broadcasting would 
be fatal. 


This awareness, this eagerness to pioneer, 
this impatience with the dull and hack- 
neyed, circulates through every moment of 
WOR’s programming day and, in the proc- 
ess, is unconsciously absorbed by its spon- 
sors. That it works, is repeatedly reaffirmed 
in scores of surveys and 107 enviable suc- 
cess stories. 
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Setting Up of Coast Awards Accents 


NY.-LA. Battle 


Further evidence of the growing 
struggle between Los Angeles and 


New York to become the television | 
center of the country was furnished | ing of commercial 
last week with the announcement | stations. 


that the Academy of Television Arts | 
and Sciences, strictly a Coast organ- 
ization, will present annual prize 
trophies to top tele shows and 
engineering achievements. Announce- 


ment gave several top industry 
leaders the idea that it’s time for 
tele to get together for the best 
interests of the industry. 

Academy awards, to be made in 
three categories of live production, 
film production and engineering, are 
almost duplicates of the awards 
made annually by the Television 


Broadcasters Assn., with N, Y. head- 
quarters, to which most of the Coast | 
broadeasters belong. In addition, | 
the American Television Society, a 
N. Y. organization, also presents 
annual awards for different cate- 
gories of top tele shows. TBA execs | 
pointed out that the Academy 
awards would be similar to the film 
Oscars of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, Likening 





TBA. therefore, to the overall Mo-| 
tion Picture 
there’s still mo evidence of any | 


duplication of prize awards in the 
film industry. 
Struggle between the two coasts | 





for Domination 


has been going on since the L, A. 
stations first went into operation 
and has been hypoed by the grant- 
licenses to L.A. 


Coast broadcasters, led by 
Klaus Landsberg, station manager 
of Paramount's KTLA, claim that 


L. A. with its lion’s share of top 
film stars and production chiefs, 
should be the natural center of the 
industry, while N. Y. toppers claim 


their greater length of experience 





should make the majority of shows 
originate in N. Y. when network | 
programming arrives, 

Idea for the Academy awards, to 
be known as “Ikes” (trade name for | 


Iconoscope), was the suggestion of | 
Patrick Michael Cunning of the} 
Bergen-Cunning studios, Academy 


has also forwarded an application for 
charter as a non-profit corporation 
to Sacramento and held its first 
board meeting yesterday (Tues.) to 
work out by-laws and duties of 
various committees named, 





GM’s Tele Cheerio 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 


| operating costs, 





Attempt to hypo General Mills 


° ; i 
Assn. of America,|video commercials is new cartoon | 
\film, to plug Cheerios, packaged by 
|Green Associates for Dancer, Fitz- 


gerald & Sample. 


CBC APPOINTS TWO FOR 
TELE TRAVEL SURVEY 


Toronto, Feb, 18. 

To help in estimating operating 
costs for their contemplated chain of 
television stations across the Domin- 
ion, the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
has assigned two men to make an 
immediate detailed study of the lat- 
est television programming and op- 
erating costs in the U.S. and Britain 

With both jobs involving travel, 
H. G. Walker, manager of the CBC’s 
Dominion network, will investigate 
latest programming techniques and 
costs, the CBC use of television en- 
visaging the use of films, lectures, 
actuality broadcasts, musical, variety 
and dramatic programs. J. A. Oul- 
met, CBC chief engineer, is to pre- 
pare a report on current television 





Chi’s WBKD Doubles Its 
Time Rates Next Month 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 
With an authenticated 1,000 video 
receivers now in use in the Chicago 
area, WBKB doubles present time 
rates based on 500 sets. 
New sked, which brings about 





outlet’s first boost, is effective March 
15 and calls fore $200 per hour, $120 | 
for 30 minutes, and $80 for 15 min- | 
utes. Capt. William C. Eddy, WBKB | 
head. in setting up new rates, said 
that present time users would come | 
under the old charges until present 
contracts run out. 








in this area... 


In this area there are 2,735,051 
radio homes. Of these homes, 
“ONE STATION in four weeks... 


and 


Rielsen Rodio Index Februory-Morch, 1946 


reaches 70.) % between 6 AM and Noon 











reaches 70.8% between Noon and 6 PM 
reaches 79.2% between 6 PM and Midnight 
reaches 81.2% between 6 AM and 6 PM 


reaches 86.1 % between 6 AMand Midnight 


that ONE STATION is... 


erosinry 





BROADEASTING CORPORATION 





FCC Seen Nixing C 


BS Color Tele: 


May Decide on Technical Workings 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

An FCC decision on CBS’ bid to 
commercialize color television is ex- 
pected some time next month and 
most observers here predict that the 
FCC will continue the present black 
and white dominance by nixing the 
CBS. request, as anticipated in the 
trade. Observers believe the final 
round of hearing which wound up 
here last week added. little or noth- 
ing to the previous hearings held in 


N, Y., giving the FCC less to take | 


into consideration in making up its 
mind, 

Responsibility for the decision, 
it is speculated, will fall largely 
on ECC Chairman Charles R. Denny 
and Commissioner E. K. Jett’ These 
two, more than any other men on 
the FCC bench, followed closely the 
technical patois of the engineers. 

Insiders are betting FCC’s written 
decision will emphasize the techni- 


Chi-N. Y. Gets. 
Video Webbing 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Two new coaxial cables which will 
provide a video net between Chi- 
cago and New York are planned by 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. Links 
will circle area between Chi and 
east coast by laying one line via 
South Bend, and the other by way 
of Terre Haute. 





set to begin this year and is 
pected to reach completition in early 
1948. Although cable is manufac- 
tured here, it will’ be carted 
Cleveland, where installation 
begin westward to Chicago. Other 
end will go west from Philadelphia 
to Cleveland. Move will bring about 
video network between New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Clev ‘land, 
Toledo, and Chicago, as well 
smaller markets. 

Five Chicago outlets hope to be 
in operation by the time the link is 
completed. In addition to WBKB, 
sole functioning commercial station, 
WGN has permit to build WGNA. 
ABC and NBC are expected to go 
into video action soon, and Zenith 
hopes to boost its present experi- 
mental setup, 


as 


IBT will use a cable especially de- 
veloped for television pickup pur- 


poses, Known as “string insulated 

video cable,” it consists of 16-gauge 
plastic string and tape. 
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With Kurt von Schuschnigg, Ralph 

Ingersoll, Dorothy Thompson; 


wire, insulated with a new type 
+ 
BOOKS ON TRIAL 

Sterling North, emcee 


Producers: Raymond Katz, Burke 
Crotty 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
After a one-shot experimental 


tryout several weeks ago of tele- 
vising “Books on Trial,” radio show 
aired every Monday night by WHN, 
N. Y. indie, WNBT decided the show 
offered good enough video possibili- 
ties to ink a 13-week contract with 
WHN for exclusive tele rights. 
WNBT's belief will probably pay 
off soon via a sponsor picking up 
the tab for the show, because al- 
though it’s designed strictly for ra- 
dio’s audio audience, it makes for 
excellent television fare. 

Last Monday's (17) show, first in 
the 13-week series, offered excellent 
possibilities for full video dramatic 
effects and WNBT producer Burke 
Crotty capitalized on them. Carting 
two Image Orthicon cameras into 
the Barbizon-Plaza, N. Y., the show’s 
point of origin, Crotty installed his 
‘ensés in the correct places to get a 





varie ty shots and 80 Overcome 
the show's lack of action. By good 
timin technique, he trained his 
Cameéres on each speaker at the 
correc’ moment to get the full by- 
play he author, whose 
box on and the prosecut- 
ing fense attorneys. 

Re ue for much of the dra- 

atic n achieved in Monday's 
“ ow 1€ principals, including 
Ralph | il for the prosecution 
and Dor ‘hompson for the de- | 
fei of f Austrian chancellor 
Kurt \ chniga’s “Austrian 
Requiem.” gersoll made of his 
| prosecitior t attac 
| Schuse heg’s « pre Hitler cel. 
penny with. ompson at- | 
tempting to defi wok as a| 
legitimate and vai ce of his- 

(Continued 6 3) 


IBT spokesman says the work is | 
ex- | 


to | 


fecal performance of black and white 

versus CBS color and the potential 
of other color systems and go light 
on economic considerations, They 
point out that FCC always has te 
iake into account the publie’s ine 
vestment, but in this case, the tele. 
buying public to date is too sma}} 
to weight the FCC’s decision in any 
one direction, 


A speedy decision was promised 
by Denny at the windup of last 
week’s hearing (13), Denny also 
| expressed satisfaction that FCC had 
|all the facts it needed on 
| base a decision, 

These were the developments at 
the final sessions: 





which to 


| @CBS vice president Adrian Mur. 
| phy claimed that simultaneous color 
television as proposed by RCA 
would never be commercially 
| feasible, while RCA’s E. W, Eng- 
| strom made the same charge about 
_CBS color video, 


Murphy, seconded by T. A. M. 
Craven, vice president of the Cowles 
| Broadcasting Co., charged that op- 
|ponents of CBS’ color system were 
30 busy establishing black and white, 
the public would probably be denied 
color for another generation, if FCC 
}turns Columbia down. Craven de- 
|clared the CBS pictures are adequate 
|and FCC has no right to hold up an 
| acceptable service. 


Reporting on four days of field 
|tests of CBS color transmissions 
| spokesmen for Philco, RCA and the 


Allen B. Dumgnt _§ Laboratories 
claimed the CBS signal was “so de- 
ficient it could not even be seen at 
|seven out of eight test locations 
| within 25 miles of New York in the 
course of tests made by CBS it- 
self.” 

| A General Electric Official 
mated that CBS color sets on the 
|}average would cost 2.7 times the 
price of a monochrome receiver. 
Four or five major design changes 
in the 18 color receivers ordered 
from GE by CBS had delayed their 
completion and upped their costs, it 
was testified. A $495 10-inch black 
'and white receiver would cost ap- 
proximately $1,343 in CBS color. 

| James Sheridan, FCC economist, 
reported on a survey of 19 televi- 
sion manufacturers who predicted a 
1947 production of approximately 
| 450,000 sets. Prices range from $150 
for television-only units to $2,640 for 
combination console and _large- 
sereen models. The companies said 
approximately 337,500 sets would be 
shipped in the last six months of ‘47. 
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“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 


WANTED 


Master of Ceremonies 


With radio experience to produce, 
direct and announce amateur hour 
for large industrial concern in Ohio. 
Full-time job for indefinite period. 
Prefer young man between 25-35. 
Letter should contain full dete'ls 
end glossy photograph. 


Box 4270, Variety 
154 West 46th St., New York 19 
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| GAGS—THOUSANDS of Them! 
Comics, MCs, dise jockeys, cfe get rin 4 
| LINES containing fresh, sock gaxs wririel : 
| top gagman for stage and radio toe. special 
} Introductory value: $1 each for No. ! pr Neu 
| JANES or No, 2 PUNCH LINES (contaiis O° 
200 Bags each), Or, keep being supplier = 
topical gags by subscribing to PUNCH LANES, 
| 12 different iseues for $10, Will contain over > 
| gags each, every gag suvefire! LAUGHS UN- 


LIMITED, 276 West 43rd Street, New York CIM 
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Short-changing radio! 





Let’s stop 





—one of a series to show the men who build pro- 
grams, and who buy and sell time, how sound radio 
research is revealing new values of the medium 
—and new opportunities in its use. 


“The Astounding Case of the Uncounted Audience” 


or, ‘‘Who hung it on Kelly?” 





This is about a guy named Kelly.* He was, and 
is, a swell chunk of radio talent. Kelly worked 
long and hard to build his five-a-week daytime 


show on the local station where he rose to fame. 














Then a network found Kelly, and sold him to an 
agency; and the agency sold Kelly to a particular client for the tidy 
time and talent cost of $678,000. A lot of inoney, Mister! It took 
the profit on five whole trainloads of the sponsor's product to pay 





for Kelly's show. 





1777 Then along about Kelly's third network program, 


, 
4 


somebody hung a “rating” on him. “4.2%”, they 
said. Nobody thought to osk “4.2% of what?”. 
They just kept on dismally repeating, “Kelly's rat- 








ing is only 4.2%". Client—agency—network— 
and Kelly oll felt t-e-r-r-i-b-l-e! 


This went on, and got worse, until somebody had the sound idea of 


*(Not his reo! name, of course.) 


putting Nielsen Radio Index service to work. Within twenty minutes 
the truth about Kelly—and his “uncounted” audience—(and, inci- 
dentally, radio as an advertising medium)—began to emerge. It was 
found that the “rating” they had hung on Kelly was based on certain 
selected big cities only—included only homes with telephones. And 
that certainly wasn't all of Kelly's audience, nor all his sponsor's market. 


For the whole truth about Kelly’s audience—ail of it, look at the chart. 
Based entirely upon NRI data, derived from an accurate sample of 
all radio homes, it shows Kelly was doing a fine job with that part of 





his audience previously uncounted—his audience 
in small towns and on forms— and among non- 
telephone homes which have lower income. Add- 


ing these makes a real difference. Kelly’s com- 











pletely counted aydience is just 102% greater 





thon that first disappointing “rating.” Client—agency—network — 

and Kelly, discovered that after all he was worth the client's 
$678,000 — because he was reaching a highly 
satisfactory part of his client's total market. 


















































THE TRUTH ABOUT KELLY’S. AUDIENCE Here is another case where NRI’s accurate and 
(THE “RATING” THEY HUNG ON KELLY) ‘ adequate measurement of radio reveals its true 
CERTAIN BIG CITIES ONLY 4.2% effectiveness — in the interest. of advertiser, 
(HIS REAL AUDIENCE VIA uri DATA) ba alc ae agency,and network—(and, incidentally, a lot of 
B BiG CITIES ONLY (PHONE AND NON-PHONE) - guys named Kelly). 
MEDIUM CITIES 10.39% Wouldn't it be a sound idea if you asked us to 
. come and tell you more about Nielsen Radio 
Index service? 
SMALL TOWNS AND RURAL 11.5% 
NRI TOTAL AUDIENCE (KELLY’S TRUE RATING) 8.7% 




















Nielsen Radio Index—A Complete and Accurate Research Service which pro- 
vides, on a continuous basis, the vital facts needed in solving the problems and 


capitalizing the opportunities of programming, time buying, time selling of Radio. 








A. C. NIELSEN COMPANY - 2101 HOWARD ST., CHICAGO - 500 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 


WORLD'S LARGEST MARKETING 


RESEARCH ORGANIZATION 
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A QUARTER OF 
A CENTURY IS ONLY 
THE BEGINNING 


MARVEL of the Twentieth Century... 


- means for mass communication. . . disseminator 
of education and entertainment... Radio 
Broadcasting is a tribute. to man’s inventive 
genius. In little more than 25 years it has grown 


from novelty to necessity in our daily lives. 


Proud to have played a part in the phenomenal 
growth of the radio art, pioneer Station WGY, 
on the occasion of its Silver Anniversary (Feb- 
ruary 20, 1947) looks back through the years 
witha deep sense of gratitude to those who have 


made its operation possible. 


Firm in the belief that there is an even greater 
tomorrow for broadcasting with the addition of 
Frequency Modulation and Television, General 
Electric Stations face the future with plans for 


further expansion and better service. 


WGY 


$0,000 Wells’ GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


— oe Schenectady, New York 





Represented Nationally By NBC Spot Sales 








| Purser to its announcing staff. Purser | 








Inside Stufl—Radio 


WOR's (N.Y.) icy stunt this past week of flying “The Hermit of Saran 
Lake” out of his wilderness retreat by helicopter was a sort of fitting 
prelude to the station’s 25th anniversary next Saturday (22 ). For to radio 
oldtimes the stunt was in keeping with the “McCosker pace” of the Bam. 
berger station set from its inception, It recalled to mind the stunts of 
more than two decades ago, when WOR board chairman Alfred J. Me. 
Cosker was known as “Hollywood” McCosker, who, as the Station’s first 
press agent, cooked up an assortment of “projects” to get the station rolling, 

When a new bullet-proof vest was invented, McCosker put the inventy,y 
on the air, wearing, the vest, had a Supreme court justice fire a shot at the 
inventor and his mecoy vest. That was a typical McCosker stunt. There 
were scores of others. When McCosker stepped up to the more staid post 
of station manager and president, others carried on the showmanly special 
features tradition he'd established, including G. W. Johnny Johnstone in 
the early thirties, and for the past eight years, Dave Driscoll. the station's 
present director of news and special features. 

Station’s programming for the 25th anni includes two two-hour shows, 
one from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, the other from 9 to 11 p.m. Saturday. The 
afternoon show, heavy on nostalgia, includes standard WOR personalities 
such as Bessie Beatty, Martha Deane, Alfred W. McCann, Uncle Don, Stan 
Lomax. Joe Bier, Dorothy and Dick, George Monaghan, and John B. 
Gambling as emcee; plus a reunion of some WOR alumnae like Henry 
| Morgan, Mary Margaret McBride, and the Fitzgeralds. Evening show jin- 
cludes Rose Bampton, Eugene List, the Golden Gate Quartet, Ella Fity- 
gerald, Shirley Ross, Dennis Day, Frances Langford and the WOR Sym- 
phony Orchestra, with WOR’s musical director Sylvan Levin at the helm: 
also Russell Bennett conducting the. premiere of his “WOR Anniversary 
Overture,” written especially for WOR. 


ac 


WHN’s (N.Y.) ukase banning all commentary, personalized opinion and 
interpretation of news on its programs, has cued a novel switch from po- 
litical commentary to “cultural commentary” by William S. Gailmor, who 
aired his plans Sunday (16) for revising his 1:15. p.m. Sunday spot to con- 
form te new policy. He disclosed that his new program would be “a hu- 
manized. cultural commentary dealing with all aspects ef American think. 
ing in literature, the arts and sciences, the stage and Screen with emphasis 
| of America’s struggle to promote human welfare. ... This program will 
| be. as indeed it has been all along, a fighting liberal radio program—a 
| program of thought—a program of the best human objectives indigenous 
to the democratic America we are trying to achieve.” 

Gailmor tipped his hat to WHN for respecting his rights and position 
as a journalist and commentator during the six years he has been on the 
station. Stuhmer Baking bankrolled Gailmor during that period and will 
continue as sponsor. 





New York's WNEW, recently dubbed (much to the station's displeasure) 
“the 50,000-watt jukebox” because of its jive-jazz format, is going in for 
longhair music with a vengeance. Beginning next Sunday (23), station 
| will put on a half-hour disk-jock show of esoteric concerti, sonatas and 
string. quartets, recorded by the Concert Hall Society for a limited audi- 
ence, with no more than 2,000 pressings for each album. 

Shew is being spotted in the 7-7:30 time, Sunday night, deliberately 
| placing it opposite the Jack Benny with the idea that only the most hara- 
bitten musical addicts will listen 





Transcribed spot announcements are being boomeranged back at the 
| agencies by station managers in carload lots. Primary reason is that the 
~platterized inserts are, according to the managers, in poor taste, consist of 
poor copy and are in the main offensive. Most of the station chiefs feel 
that former copy writers and space salesmen are trying to be producers, 
with the sad results showing up on wax. 


D. C. Free-For-All 


———, Continued from page 24 
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IN THE CENTER OF 
THE UTAH MARKET 








gressman when it publicized a 
$2,500 check he allegedly received 
from an Albany, Ga. radio station 
“for legal services” before FCC and 
other agencies. 

A similar opinion was expressed 
by Brown, who said, however, that 
if the House Interstate and Foreign 
,Commerce Committee favors an FCC 
probe, the idea of a special investi- 
galing committee may be dropped. 
Rep. Charles Wolverton (R. N. J.), 
chairman of the House Interstate 
Commerce Committee, has not yet 
named his radio subcommittee and 
is 100% engaged in aviation matters. 

Denny to Be Grilled 


A one-day appearance of FCC 
|chairman Charles R.. Denny, .Jr. is | 
{scheduled on the problem of inter- 
| ference of FM bands to aviation re- 
ceivers and inability of pilots to use | 
certain wavelengths in emergencies. | 
| However, general radio legislation | 
is, aS far as Wolverton’ committee is | 
; concerned, “not even in prospect.” 
| Spokesmen for Sen. White admit 
jthat the procedural amendments of 
| the old White-Wheeler bill (those 
| which expand broadcasters’ rights to 
hearings and appeal from FCC de- 
cisions) are being used as a frame- 
work of a new bill. White himself 
said he is not convinced the industry 
is 100°, sold on new legislation. 
NBC, it is reported, has definitely 
gone on record to that effect. The 
White committee said it has not yet 
seen or heard from NAB president | 
Justin Miller on the subject of legis- 
lation. 


The new White bill, if it mate- 














| . ° 
| rializes, will not incorporate former 
| Sen. Burton K. Wheeler's ban on ra- | 


i dio commentators. 
Meanwhile, Sen. Charles Tobey 
(R.. N. H.) said he has not made 
| up his mind whether to reintroduce | 
a resolution for an investigation of | 
| FCC’s upward shift of the FM band. 
| Tobey's voice is likely to be strongly 
|felt in the radio committee, which 
| he would have liked to head. and it 
was speculated that mild-mannered 
Sen. White might be sympathetic to | 
Tobey’s request for hearing on radio | 
matters, if and when the New Hamp- 
shire Senator makes up his mind. 





JOHN BLAIR & CO 


Cincinnati—WCKY has added Jim | NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


comes from WCMI in Ashland, Ky. | 
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IN CERTAIN AREAS of communication, radio’s 
greatest strength works against it. For in- 
herent in radio is its unique power to reach 
all kinds of people, to reach them while they 
arelistening together, usually asa family unit, 
and to convey information with an extraor- 
dinary degree of intimacy and impact, One 
such area where radio’s capacity for penetra- 
tion involves a serious problem of social re- 
sponsibility is the field of sex hygiene and 
guidance. As a consequence this subject has 
been generally taboo. 

But last summer a eourageous, public- 
minded radio station successfully challeriged 
the taboo... and in New England—traditional 
stronghold of a hush-hush attitude toward 
8eX, . , ; 

Boston’s WEEI broadcast a series of nine 
authoritative programs dealing with sex 
problems confronting youngsters and adoles- 
cents. Though frank and factual, the series 
met every standard of good taste; fulfilled 
every requirement for family listening. 

Police and medical records showed the need 
for such a campaign. 


<_ eoe® 


of i? ee. 


The story of sex on the air in Boston 


During the twelve months following V-J 
Day, Massachusetts’ illegitimate birth and 
venereal disease rates, for example, soared so 
high they threatened the social—as well as the 
physical—well-being of the community. 

To combat the appalling consequences of sex 
ignorance, WEEI broadcast “Sex Guidance 
for Youth.” The series—presented in collabo- 
ration with the Massachusetts Society for 
Social Hygiene—was prepared~under the 
direction of two outstanding specialists, Dr. 
W. Linwood Chase of Boston: University and 
Dr. Augustus S. Rose of Harvard Medical 
School. Each broadcast featured a civic, edu- 
cational or social welfare authority, who dis- 
cussed a topic, such as, “Questions Children 
Ask and Don’t Ask”’...“Puppy Love”...“Dating 
Do’s and Don’ts”...“‘What is Love?”...“Look- 
ing Ahead to Marriage”...“ Avoiding Pitfalls” 
... ‘Those Teen-age Years.”’* 

The reactions were immediate...and grati- 
fying: . 

... Hundreds of WEEI listeners sought assist- 
ance from the Massachusetts Society for 


*”"Sex Guidence for Youth” scripts ore available on request. 





Social Hygiene to solve their personal 
problems. 

..- Doctors, lawyers, businessmen and parents 
from 49 greater Boston cities and towns called 
the series “splendid...courageous... vital... 
timely and important...very instructive... 
excellently presented...and a great help.” 
... Requests for copies of the scripts with per- 
mission to use them in similar campaigns 
came from eight states. 

... The American Social Hygiene Association 
requested copies “for possible use by societies 
throughout the country.” ; 
... The Health League of Canada asked per- 
mission “to give the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation the benefit of them (the ‘Sex Guid- 
ance for Youth’ scripts) in the way of sugges- 
tions for a similar series here.” 


The story of sex on the air in Boston is the 
story of how WEEI—“Columbia’s friendly 
voice in Boston’’—disregarded one of radio’s 
most honored taboos, the better to fulfill its 
pledge to broadcast in the “public interest, 
convenience and necessity.” 
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JAN AUGUST |THE FAMILY THEATRE SCHOOL TEACHER—1947 


With Menica Lewis, Chick Robert- | 
son, Tony Espen, Ken Roberts 

Producer-Director: Paul Munroe 

15 Mins.; Sat., 5:45 p.m. 

REVERE CAMERA 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 


(Roche, Williams & Cleary) | Director: Richard Sanville 


Jan August, whose recording of 
“Misirlou” is a current occupant of 
the best-selling lists, impresses as 


(‘Flight From Home’) 
With Loretta Young, Don Ameche, 
Virginia Gregg, Diane Irgens, Ted 


Tony La Frano announcer 
Producer: Robert Longnecker 


Writer: True Boardman 
Music: Meredith Willson 
30 min., Thurs., 11:30 p.m. 





a pianist of considerable ability on 
the Revere Camera show. He plays 
a lush, full-bodied and colorful 
piano, which coupled with the chirp- 


ing of guest singer Monica Lewis, | 


makes 


session. 


for a pleasant 15-minute 
He disks for Diamond. 

However, August, having hit his 
present peak with one number, 
“Misirlou,” makes the mistake of 
offering every number in the same 
vein, consequently losing contrast 
and missing up on variety. The in- 
dividual pieces are attention-arrest- 
ing, but total effect falls down be- 
cause of repetition of style. Miss 
Lewis, with her offering of “Em- 
braceable You,” provides the sole 
contrast on the session, Pipings are 
easy to take and her inclusion in the 
center offers a timely respite. Sing- 
ers are on a guest basis. 


August is backed by an electric | 


guitarist, bass, and drum, but none 
of these instruments are much in 


evidence since all the instrumental | 


accent is on August, Jose. 
KIT’S CHATTER BAR 

With Kit Crane 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:15 a.m. 


Sustaining 
WIP, Phila. 

Latest addition to the 
femme commentators in Philly is 


diminutive Kit Crane. 


Sustaining 


| WOR-MBS, N. Y. 
| Mutual made quite a to-do in ad- 


Gal, late o€ | hardly original. 


vance about its “Family Theatre” 


Von Eltz; James Stewart, narrator; | 





series, stressing “the greatest array | 


| of motion picture talent ever gath- 


ered under one banner” and the 
“topflight writers and . producers 
used. But judged by its initial effort 


Thursday (13) the result is a disap- 
pointment. 

Here is another instance of net- 
works relying on film names to 
carry a program, instead of concen- 


tratin’ on a strong script, and suit- 
able actors. James Stewart was 
down as narrator, yet he appeared 


for a moment only at start and finish 
of Thursday’s program to state its 
theme and_ conclusions. Loretta 
Young and especially Don Ameche 
were grossly miscast, or 
| didn’t rise to the occasion, to miss 
| all semblance of reality as a young 
couple facing the hazards of mar- 


lriage and divorce. The program 
|showed a lack of enterprise and 
| originality throughout its entire 


| structure. 


The idea for the sev ies is based on 
a suggestion made last year by Rev. 


Patrick Peyton, to show the value 


ranks of | of simple prayers in the complexity 


| of modern living. That in itself is 


The first program 


Hollywood airwaves, has a breezy | discussed the problems of a harried 
manner, writes good copy and 
handles interviewees like a veteran. | stuff that any filmgoer could spot in 
On show caught, she had as guest | 


Mrs. Edward J. MacMullan, local! baby a long time; the woman get- 


head of the John Robert Powers /|ting pregnant; the husband getting | 
at the | 
be | jab for the director’s job; the woman | 
led -Mrs.| josing her baby; the pall over the | 


“charm” school, in which latter told drunk because he lost out 
listeners how they, too, can 
lamorous. Miss Crane 

acMullan skillfully so that story | home: the talk of adopting a child; 
was told in informal, yet informative | reconciliation of the distressed duo. 
manner, Shal. | Sentimental, familiar plot and in- 

















cidents further uninspired in script 
or delivery. 


Miss Young, carrying the burden | 


of narration and dramatization, gave 
her lines in flat, reading 
while Ameche was far too glib most 
of the time. Direction of most of 
cast was at fault. Yarn dragged 
throughout. If Mutual wanted to 
attract listeners with film names, it 
succeeded. Whether it can hold 
them on basis of the initial airer is 
dubious. Bron. 








| RUSSELL DAVILLE 

| 15 mins., Sun., 4:15 p.m. 
| Sustaining 

WLIB, N. Y. 


Russell Daville, Martinique-born 
| singer who served for a term as 
singer 
dance trou 
on the WLIB parade of balladec+cs, 


For a quarter-hour session, he im- 
presses as a pleasant singer, with a 


perhaps | 


| couple, and it was all such tamiliar | 


| advance. The couple that wanted a | 
| 


fashion, | 


~N. ¥’s New Emcee—O Dwyer 


New York’s City Hall and the town’s station, WNYC, are in the run- 
ning again as a radio personality proving ground—a position apparently 
abdicated a little over a year ago when Fiorello H. LaGuardia bowed 
out of the mayoralty. It took LaG.’s successor, Mayor William O'Dwyer, 
a year to hit the airwaves with any effect at all. But when he did, as 
he did last week for three straight days (10, 11, 12) his impact was 
terrific. He proved himself a radio showman who knows just how to 


get the best out of the medium 
sponsibility. 


Occasion was a public hearing held by the city’s Board of Estimate 
(really the executive committee of the city government, with very 
broad powers) on the issue of raising the subway fare from a nickel 
to a dime. As chairman of the board, the Mayor invited anyone and 
everyone with a viewpoint to present, or an axe to grind, either pro or 
con or in the middle, to step before a floor mike and give out. 
hed set one mike before each member of the Board, and in addition 


to the floor mike had a parabolic 
random remarks. 


When the first day's (10) proceedings threatened to stretch beyond 


the station’s 10 p.m. sign-off time, 


WNYC, telephoned the FCC and obtained special permission to stay 
Result was that, on first day, proceed- 
ings became a kilocycle goldfish bowl open from 10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
The following day, the same procedure was followed, airtime being 
Finally, on Wednesday evening 
O'Dwyer went on the air to render his decision to the people. WOR 
(Mutual flagship) cancelled two commercials—Fulton Lewis, Jr., and 
“The Answer Man”—to carry that report, and all the other stations 
piped in, either carrying the Mayor live or playing him back later in 


on the air as late as necessary. 


from 10:30 a.m. to 


7:20 p.m. 


the evening. 


The last 20 minutes of the Tuesday night session climaxed not only 
the hearing but O’Dwyer’s fast time, glib adlibbing, and rapid repartee, 
emcee with perfect pacing for that kind of 


putting him down as an 
stint. In the 20 minutes 
mike. In rapid succession, 


at least 


itanism that only the radio could 


they gave their names, addresses, told whom 
they represented, and stated whether they were for or against the 
10c fare. Here was the kind of cross-section of New York’s cosmopo!- 


With Norman Rose, narrator. 

= a Neill O'Malley bean 
eKoven, Gary Merril! @ 

Prud’homme * u, Cameron 

Writer: Lillian Schoen 

Producer: Robert Saudek 

Director: Charles Harrell 

30 mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 


me age, 
WJZ-AB , N. » 

For some time now 
work has been doing a commendable 
public service job, its public affairs 
dept. being particularly alerted to 
vital issues of the day. As, for ex. 
ample, this series (broken down into 
three half-hour segments aired 
Sunday (16) and Monday, examinin 
public education in America at : 
time when the whole nation has be. 
come conscious of fundamental 
shortcomings inherent in the U, § 
| educational system and the matter 
projected into page one prominence 


the ABC net. 
on the highest level of civic re- 


WNYC 





one picking up crowd noises and 


There was nothing pretentious 
Seymour N. Siegel, acting head of about the series, but the simple 
dramatizations, punctuated with nar. 


ration that documented the premises 
with cold facts and figures, overs 
whelmed the listener with the un- 
derlying sincerity of the trilogy. 

It was not a pretty picture that 
was painted on the Sunday broad. 
cast. Reduced to human equations 
and values, “School Teacher—1947" 
laid bare the weaknesses within the 
realm of public education; showed 
the personal tragedies attendant on 
the teacher who is subjected to 
social isolation; the false pattern of 
behaviour bestowed on them: the 
misguided respect; the stunting of 
individual initiative; the lack of in- 
|centive that prevents the retention 
of a youthful curiosity; the financial 
insecurity without the deeper 
rewards, and the final disillusion- 


(12), 


50 people were called to the floor 


dramatize, and O’Dwyer’s handling 


of this part of the proceedings made the march of voices truly exciting. 

Every shade of voice was there, reflecting the city’s multi-lingual, 
multi-national, multi-racial character. An Irish brogue was followed 
by the measured baritone of a Harlem representative, a dame whose 
broad vowels stamped her as very hoity-toity with a Vassar degree, 
a dialectician who was unconsciously a great comedian, and a lady 
from Staten Island who said she represented only herself and her brood 
of kids who couldn’t afford to have the fare raised to 10 cents. 

That New York listeners want that kind of radio was proved imme- 
diately. A half-hour after the station was off the air, Tuesday eve- 
ning the studio switchboard was still Chfristmasy with congratulatory 
calls. 





ment and checkout, as revealed by 
the startling figures that 40°. of the 
nation’s school teachers 
1939. 

The verdict was one of stagnancy 
within the teaching profession—that 
it is no longer an hhéeorable profes. 
sion. And ABC told the story vivid. 
ly and honestly. The network rates 
a sincere nod for translating the 
whole issue into terms of good radio, 

Rose. 


quit since 


it started broadcasting the United 


tion, the Mayor and the other members of the Board of Estimate drew 
a heavy mail-load. Definitely, New 


its :nunicipal station. 


Tuesday morning’s first WYNC mail brought 490 pieces—all 
| favoring the broadcasts but one which complained because a musical 
show had been cancelled. Altogether, more than 2,000 letters and cards 
were received, upping the 1,200-mail pull garnered by the outlet when 








Nations sessions last year. In addi- 


TAG 


ORCESTER 


York wants that kind of radio from 











variety of tunes selected from varied 
| language groups. 

Daville’s pipes are in a_ sweet 

| tenor vein and utilizes guitar” back- 

ing, which sometimes is so full as to 

interfere with the vocalizing. He ex- 


| plains his numbers with nice deliv- | 
| ery, but more background could be 


used inasmuch as the French, Span- 
ish and Portuguese tunes used could 
have fuller explanations in order to 


with the Katherine Dunham | be understood to a greater extent. 
, is the latest entrant | 


Songs have an authentic folk- 
flavor and he should be an okay at- 
| traction for the ballad students. 


Jose. 





ee 


CORPORATION 


| 





- Mr. Program Buyer 


My dear Mr. 


. inclined). 


P.S. 
scribed, 





scribed half-hour show, 


‘a variety program featuring the greatest names 
in all of show business. 


Wherever You May Be 


Program Buyer: 





Most cordially yours, 


Ray Green 


General Manager 


11 EAST 52nd STREET, NEW YORK (22) 
Elderade 5-5511 


In order to better serve you and our other 
wonderful clients (long may they remain so... 
clients, that is), we wish to advise you that we 
have just moved into new, larger and quite lush 
quarters at 11 EAST 52nd STREET in New York. 


Make it a point to drop in and see us... 
anytime...for business...or even a sdcial call 
(business always preferred...but we are socially 


With warmest personal regards, we are 


We have some great shows, live and tran- 
and of course radio's greatest tran- 





"HOLLYWOOD'S OPEN HOUSE” 





R. G. 








KORN’S-A-KRACKIN’ 


| With Ann Ryan, Stim Wilson, Ozark earaneaee ade the parade 






| Red, Chet Atkins, Dale Parker, in department store sales in- 

| unior Haworth, Goodwill Family, 

| Prairie Playboys, Ozarks Five| f@@se® @ver Boston, Spring- 
Fiddles, Mandolin Band, Carl 


Haden, Flash and Whistler, Haden field and Providence. 


Trio, Lamp Post Four; Bill Ring, 

emcee; Bill McCord, announcer 
Producer: Bill Ring 
| Writer-Director: Jim Fuson 
| 30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 
KWTO-MBS, Springfield, Mo. 

Title of this show ain't a-foolin’. 
Poured straight out of the cider jug, 
this half-hour session of Ozark 
mountain culture has a genuine 
flavor of the backwoods which, to 
the natives, should sound as natural 
as a Saturday night social. Pace of 
this show is terrific with more than 
a dozen performers wheeling up to 
the mike in a succession of fancy 
fiddling, yodeling. crooning, har- 
monicaing and harmonizing. An- 
other positive feature is the minimal 
gabbing between numbers. 

On the reviewed session (25), typi- 
cal fare was Ann Ryan’s warbling of 
“Don't Let It Bother You,” a: hill- | 
billy quartet version of “California, || come Seles Manager of this station. 
Here I Come,” a cidered-up rendi- |] Pull details and snapshot first let- 
tion of “A Tisket-A Tasket” by eI ter, please. Or if you have abso- 


vocal trio, instrumental numbers by || tute confidence that you're the man 
a fiddle quintet, mandolin players | pe ° — . 
and the like. Bill Ring handles the | just wire and come ahead. WSNY, 


(Continued on page 34) |] Schenectady, N. Y. 











Aggressive, local, outstandingly 
popular, high-billing station wants 
top-notch young, ambitious, ther- 
oughly reputable salesman. You've 
got to be willing to work hard. You 
must want te earn ever $100 a 
week on commission. You must 
have successful radio sales experi- 
ence. As soon as you demonstrate 
real ability ... as quickly as you 
yourself merit the job, you will be- 
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ON TARGET 


Even when it looks easy, the ball doesn't 
, drop into the basket by itself. !t takes 
energy, skill and experience to score com 
sistently . .. which is why so many of Amer- 
ica’s finest radio stations have chosen Weed 
and Company to represent them 


WEED 


AND company 
RADIO STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 





NEW YORK - BOSTON-CHICAGO - DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA’ HOLLY WOOD 
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St Loo's 13 Tele 
Sponsors in | Wk. 


St. Louis, Feb. 18. 

Radio time buyers in St. Louis 
grabbed the promotion opportunity 
last week when KSD-TV, owned and 
‘pperated by the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch (Pulitzer) became the first 
Jocal station and the first newspaper- 
owned station in the U. S. to begin 
televised programs. Total of 13 
sponsors jumped at the opportunity 
to bankroll 51 Edison Week shows 
and one, the Hyde Park Brewing 
Co., is continuing to bankroll a 
sports program. 

The initial 13 in addition to Hyde 
Park are the Union Electric Co. of 
Missouri Shell Oil Co., Bulova and 
Elgin watches, Botany, ties; Mon- 
santo Chemical Co., Bemis Bag Co., 
Trimfoot and Rythm Step (shoes), 
St. Louis Independent and American 
Packing Co., both meat processors; 
the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad 
Co., and Coca Cola. 

KSD execs believe that when 
more tele sets are installed in home 
the bankrollers will again return 
clamoring for the opportunity to 
sponsor programs. It is reported in 
local radio circles that the TE setup 
at KSD cost approximately $225,000 
and the overhead expenses will be 
increased by the addition of camera 
men, talent and props when drama, 
etc., is televised. 








Teleshows 


Centinued from page 28 











tory. Caught between two such 


vociferous speakers, all Schuschnigg | 


could do, with his faulty English, 
was sit and squirm in discomfort. 
Tieup between non-affiliated ra- 
dio and television interests opens 
up wide fields of new video pro- 
gramming possibilities and it’s to be 
hoped the tele broadcasters make 
the most of it. Stal. 


TILL DEATH DO US PART 

With Naomi Campbell, Stiane Brag- 
giotti, Marga Ann Deighton 

Producer-director: Phil Booth 

20 mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WCBS-TYV, N. Y. 

_It’s_ been said before that televi- 
sion is the perfect medium for a 
near-forgotten literary art, the one- 
act play. In this Thursday drama 
slot WCBS-TV opened its facilities 
to a one-act murder story that 
emerged as excellent video program 
fare. 

As | a story, “Till Death Do Us 
Part” was not particularly good, of- 
fering little in the way of suspense 
and suffering under a burden of 
dramatic cliches. As a production, 
however, the show was polished and 
well done. Acting by the principals 
was convincing insofar as the story 
limitations allowed and the single 
set by Jim McNaughton was per- 
fectly planned. 

Plot was unoriginal in its funda- 
mentals, limning the story of a hus- 
band driven into a psychotic state 
by jealousy of his younger wife and 
a youthful doctor-friend. His mind 
twisted, he plots the death of both 
by pretending to poison both him- 
self and his wife after knocking the 
doctor qut and tieing him in the 
closet. He plans to have his wife 
run from the house and die on the 
road and then to burn everything 
down with the doc inside and leave. 

hings become mixed up but turn 
out alright in a contrived ending. 

Whatever sympathy was built for 
the wife by obvious false accusa- 
tions of infidelity, was quickly lost 
in the end when she took a switch 
and embraced the doctor over the 
body of her former mate. Direction 
of the program was okay, if un- 
original. Tomm, 


Cleveland’s First Tele 


Cleveland, Feb. 18. 

This ¢ity’s first television station 
is expected to be in operation by 
late summer or early fall when 
WEWS, operated by Scripps-Howard 
Radio Inc., opens. 

Station will occupy 35,000 square 
feet on two floors on East 13th 
street between Chester and Euclid 
avenues. Construction gets under 
way this week. * 


OXFORD IN SWITCH TO KFI 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Ronald Oxford will assume.charge 
of KFI's television activities as 
executive producer shortly. Pro- 
ducer at NBC resigns March 1 ,to 
switch to the nétwork’s affiliated 
station and handle video in opposi- 
tion to net. 

On the Coast for NBC for five 
months, after coming from New 
York television staff, he was ostensi- 
blysa ‘radie producer. 








Landsberg Seeks New _ 
Prod. Chief As KTLA 


Preps Bigtime Operation 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Paramount's television outlet, 
KTLA, is setting up a department- 
alized organization under Klaus 
Landsberg, director, in preparation 
for expanded commercial operation. 


duction manager, will as originally 
planned remain general manager of 
KTLA and Coast director for Tele- 
vision Productions, Inc., Par subsidi- 
ary. Assistants will handle detailed 
phases of programming, etc. 





Under him 

will function 
|Bob Bright, art director; 
| Wright, program research, docu- 
mantaries and civic programs: Le- 
|land Mullen, films; Richard DeMille, 
news; Ray Moore, overall engineer- 
|}ing supervisor; Charles Theodore, 
| latter's assistant and in charge of 
{remote pickups; Dick Laine, variety 
| programs; Edward Resnick, proper- 
| ties and photographic effects (super- 
| visor of all cameramen); Robert 


the 
in 


following 
capacities 


persons 
named: 
Gordon 


Latter, now on the hunt for a pro- | 


New program head is expected to | 
be chosen by Landsberg this month. | 


WBKB PACTS CUBS 
FOR HOME GAMES 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Full scale telecasting of baseball 
gets under way in Chicago with 
/WBKB, Balaban & Katz outlet, set 
ce televise all home games of Chi- 





cagé Cubs this season. First of 77 
|games_ will be available to tele- 
iviewers on April 19. 

| William C. Eddy, WBKB topper, 
lsays several prospective sponsors 
‘are currently mulling the idea of 
‘taking on ‘baseball and contracts 
should be signed before the first ball 
is tossed. 





Larsen, lighting; James Cassin, chief 


manager; Frank Faylen, comedy 
programs, and Fred Ashley, assis- | 
tant engineer at headquarters. | 


James Duncan, engineer, will be in 
charge of transmitter site atop Mt. 
Wilson. 

Keith Hetherington, now chief an- 


nouncer, is being groomed for sell- | 


ing and may, in addition to gabber 
| duties, assume sales manager’s post. 
| Bill Welch and Jack Latham are 
assistant announcers, specialising in 
sports coverage. 


cameraman: George Marshall, stage | 


To Knotty Tele 


Problem of television antenna in- | 
stallation in metropolitan apartment! 
buildings, which erupted in the N. Y. | 
| press last week with the revelation | 
that tenants in more than 100 N. Y.| 
| buildings had been denied tele sets | 
| by their landlords, found a partial 


| answer this week in the provisions 
|of several landlords. Latter, in an 
| effort to solve the problem until such | 
time as a master antenna system is| 
declared feasible, have permitted the 
| installation of antennas but only un- 
der certain stipulations. 





In letters to tenants applying for 
permission to erect aerials, the land- 


ords stipulated that the tenants 
must agree to remove the antennas 
at their own expense at the termi- 


nation of their lease; remove them 
at any time during the term of the 
lease within 10 days of the date re- 
| quested by the landlord and that the | 
tenants must be responsible for and , 
be ready to repair any damage | 


N. Y. Landlords Get Partial Answer 


| cried by the Television Broadcasters 
| Assn. as being “invalid in most 


Antenna Problem 


caused by the aerial and its installa 
tion, 

Those landlords banning tele aeri- 
als, led by the Wood, Dolson real 
estate firm, have objected to installa- 
tions as individual requests were 
made on the grounds that erection 
of a separate antenna for each of 
100 or so apartments in a building 
would create a serious fire hazard 
and would make the roof look like 
a pincushion. Objections were de- 


re- 
spects, due to a lack of understand- 
ing of the situation.” 

TBA devoted a special session of 
its affiliate membership committee 
meeting last week to the problem, 
with Ernest A. Marx, general man- 
ager of DuMont’s tele receiver divi- 
sion, designated to organize the af- 
filiate members so that all such 
problems in the future could be 
speedily met. In a special statement 


(Continued on page 34) 
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It’s a BIG package.. 





Sweet stuff for a sponsor. 


The Package is BIG enough to hold the radio program itself... 
Heart’s Desire, heard Mondays through Fridays from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. 


As the name suggests, the show is the magic door through which 


participants attain their heart’s desire. 


need to underline the sponsor of Heart’s Desire will have a vehicle 


And so 


other day — Mutual offers this BIG package. Why not get the full story? 


MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM, 1440 Broadway, New York 18, N.Y. 


for a real selling job. 


We do not need to go into emotion as a producer of sales. Nor do we 


organization—producer of “Queen For A Day’.) 


—to a sponsor with a definite heart’s desire —on Valentine and every 


. big enough to hold 660,000 pieces of mail ....written by 
listeners to a radio program in the short space of four-and-a-half months. 


(Heart's Desire is produced by 


a 


the Ray Morgan 

















EES # 


~ ewe 


en 


=~) 


eateries oe 
< = 





















~ 2 ete. 


2 es iy 


a 














VARIETY 











emcee job with a clipped and twangy 
humor. 

Show, which is carried network, 
will have heavy appeal for hillbilly 
music fans. But, as always, one 
man’s music is another man’s caco- 
phony. 





JERRY SCOTT 
With Rebert Hautsell’s Orch 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

This is more than the usual 15- 
minute stanza of baritone vocals, as 
it follows a pattern of using a va- 
riety of tunes, old and new, biend- 
ing smoothly from voice to orches- 
tra, with Jerry Scott introing his 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 32 





numbers in a friendly manner. Guy | 


has a mellow pair of pipes, and has 
attracted a loyal following among 
daytime listeners in this area. 

His opening and closing themes, 
“If I Were the Only Boy” and “The 
Song Is You,” are appropriate. 
Musical content, with a romantic 
musical tinting for Valentine’s Day, 
included “Gal in Calico,” “You Are 
Always in My Heart,” “This Is Al- 
ways’ and “I'll See You in My 
Dreams.” Robert Hutsell’s orch 
showed rich instrumentation in 


“Our Waltz” and “Smoke Dreams,” | 


with the string section prominent 
Altogether, a pleasant 15 minutes of 
well-blended vocal and instrumental 
music to suit a wide range of lis- 
tener tastes. Hold. 


REPORT ON CONNECTICUT LEG- 
ISLATURE 

With Jerry Hallas 

15 mins., Fri., 11:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WTIC, Hartford 
Of the 15 radio stations in Con- 

necticut, WTIC is the only one that 


| Barron was chosen 


} 


reporter to cover the activities of 
the state legislature. Jerry Hallas, 
vet newspaperman and press secre- 
tary to Democratic and Republican 
governors, is handling the statehouse 
chore for the station. , 

In addition to his coverage assign- 
ments, on Friday nights he wraps 
up the weekly activities of the 
solons. He presents his material in 
straight matter-of-fact fashion, utiliz- 
ing his background in bringing to 
the layman thé important doings of 
the legislators in an interpretative 
manner. 





It’s a more than adequate | 


bit and both informative and inter- | 
esting, with Hallas doing an excel- | 


lent job of keeping a 15-minute gab 
show from falling into a dull rut. 
Eck. 

SATURDAY SALUTE 

With Tod Branson, Jehn Saunders, 
Rosatie Kerman, Jo Cody; 
Carlson, anneuncer 

Writer-Director: Branson 


| Preducer: Howard Malcolm 


15 Mins.; Sat., 12 noon 


| Sustaining 


WTOD, Toledo 
Combination musical and news 
show, this program has evolved an 


Bill | 


effective format for jelling the ‘wo | 


disparate elements. Program is 
based on a weekly salute to a w.k 
orch leader spot and 


with ¢ 
news used as verbal filler between 


feature 
reature 


the band numbers. Spot news is 
punched over in headline fashion 
for two-minute periods with local} 


color stories and sidelights presented 
as partially dramatized vignettes. 
On reviewed session (1), Blue 
for showcasing 
in two numbers with one news fea- 
turette dramatizing how a couple of 
juvenile’ delinquents caused a train 
wreck. Show has snappy pace with 
news and music alternately timed 


has seen fit to assign a permanent for maximum interest. 






































_ The first gives WWJ, NBC in Detroit, 
its vast listening audience. The other 


gives that audience its vast purchasing 
power. With capacity-production of 
new cars indicated for years to come, 
and with employment and bank accounts 
at peacetime highs, Detroit is indeed a market 
of wealth. For highly profitable promotion. 
of your product in Detroit, hitch 
your product story to the wealth 
of stars attracting a host of listeners 
to WWJ, first radio station in the nation. 


Wy, : 





Bosic NBC Affiliate 
Associate FM Station WENA 
Television Station WWDT 





950 KILOCYCLES 
/5000 WATTS 


FIRST IM DETROIT . 


Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 


Hat anal Rep eveatat ive: THE GEORGE P, HOLUNGSERY COMPANY 


, 


In Re: Gridcasts 


That day last fall when Harry 
Wismer grabbed Red Grange by 
the hand and taxied to the Polo 
Grounds, for the playoff between 
the Giants and Bears, may, 
should, and could become signif- 
icant as regards footbali broad- 
casting. Anyway, it certainly was, 
the best game ABC's sports an- 
nouncer called during the season. 

The formula was simple 
enough. Wismer followed the 
ball but whenever there was a 
time-out Grange stepped in to 
explain exactly what was going 


on down on the field. And 
Grange knew. That was the key 
which made it swell listening. 


Hence. Wismer’s solution to the 
problem of football broadcast- 
ing — one announcer to follow 
the ball, backed by another to 
define the merit of play and 
point out the important plays 
and players as the game prog- 
resses. 

It makes sense because no one 
announcer can follow the ball, 
give you the carrier, tackler, 
blockers, yardage, penalties and 
substitutions besides all the 
other things anyone familiar 
with football wants to know. So 
the regular announcer’s backer- 
up, in this instance Grange, made 
it a pleasure. Don’t overlook, 
too, that with two men doing a 
game it provides a vocal change 
of pace to overcome the monot- 
ony of the same voice for two 
hours and a half. It also does 
away with what announcers 
think is the necessity of intro- 
ducing celebrities between the 
halves—invariably a stage wait. 


If there’s something to do for 
five officials on the field it’s a 
cinch there’s also enough going 
on to make two men at the mike 
not only desirable but neces- 
sary. Grange not only made it 
easier for the listener but lifted 
much of the game pressure from 
Wismer, thereby permitting him 
to do a better job. Wismer, in- 
cidentally, had the right dope, 
too, in announcing the National 
Open golf championship at Bal- 
tusrol last summer. In that one 
he had former National Open 
champ Johnny Farrell as his 
sidekick, and it will be a similar 
twosome again this year. 

Not much doubt that a pair of 
announcers is the answer to im- 
proved football games via radio. 
It wouldn’t even be necessary to 
reach for “color” as that in- 
gredient would be inherent in 
the backer-up’s description of 
the pattern of play. And if the 
booth is crowded with “spot- 
ters,” well, just squeeze a little. 

It wasn’t long after this Wis- 
mer-Grange incident that Red 
Barber innocently emphasized 
the idea on his nightly quarter 
hour. It was that evening he 
had Jock Sutherland as his 
guest. The session was a stand- 
out because when Sutherland 
talks football, brother, you're 
first row center. And if Suther- 
land ever wants to change his 
location on a football field he'd 
be welcome over the air for he 
has an excellent radio voice. 

So you there, Harry and Red. 
Boys, do us something! 


| N.Y. Antennas 


——== Continued from page 33 ——' 


issued after the meet, TBA prexy 
Jack T. Poppele declared: 

“Until suitable multiple antenna 
systems capable of serving large 
numbers of receivers are fully de- 
veloped and field tested, it would 
appear unfair to tenants of apart- 
ments and other multiple dwellings 
to be dprived of a television service, 
if they desire one.” Poppele likened 
the present situation to the early 
days of radio and noted that the ra- | 
dio industry had licked the problem. 
“Surely the television industry will 
meet this problem and meet it squarc- 


ly,” he said. “If the need is shown, 
the solution is invariably found.” 
Solomon Sagall, prexy of Telicon 
Corp.. meanwhile, reiterated his 
firm’s “intra-video” system was the 
answer to the problem and led a 
concerted drive to have it accepted 
by the TBA and the tele industry. 
Sagall revealed that several large 











| reaction to U. S. films in Palestine; 
| the three Hebrew legit theatres, etc. 


SMILE TIME SHOW 
With Steve Alien, Wendell Noble 
Seripters: Allen, Nobile 
Producer: Elbert Walker 
Sustaining 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Clever scripting by Steve Allen 
and Wendell Noble and rapid-fire 
delivery by former account for a 
well-turned quarter-hour session of 
comedy. Allen is a creditable gabber 


in the Henry Morgan fashion with a 
brittle sense of humor that favors 
the rapier wit over the howitzer gag. 
Show is marred, however, by occa- 
sional bromides and a transparent 
stretching for laughs that go over 
only with the studio claque, Dis- 
missal of the latter will go far to 
heighten the effect of spontaneity. 
On the session reviewed, show fea- 
tured a rather sharp satire on the 
film industry which is somewhat 
unusual considering that program 
originated in sensitive heart of film- 
dom itself. Allen traced history of 
film industry in a_ kaleidoscopic 
treatment accented by stray non- 
sequiturs and up-ending sound effect 
climaxes. Gags managed to sustain 
an adult level throughout except for 
the couple of tasteless misfires. 
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‘Follow-up Comment 
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“Time of Your Life” was the Sun- 


dav (16) program for U. S, Steel's 
weekly one-hour ABC broadcast, | 
Theatre Guild, which originally pro- | 
duced the Pulitzer. prize winner, | 


making the presentation, The show | 
seemed somewhat pedé@strian and it 
was difficult to imagine William 
Saroyan’s locale, that of a San Fran- 
cisco waterfront saloon. Nor did the 
habitues of Nick’s joint seem any- 
where near as interesting as in the 
stage presentation. There were 
some audience laughs and the pro- 
gram from studio angle (Vanderbilt 
theatre, N. Y.) was doubtless more 
effective than it seemed to listeners. 
The commercials seemed boresome 
but the orchestra contribution was 
up to standard. Dane Clark, male 
lead in the current film “That Way 
With Women,” -played Joe, the 
screwy fellow with plenty of coin, 
the part having been originated by 
Eddie Dowling when the play was 
produced nearly eight years ago. 
The two supporting leads were 
handled by young legiters, Mary An- 
seen as Kitty and John Lund as 
‘om. 





Elaine Malbin, who has joined the 
NBC “Serenade to America” show, 
provides a highly cultivated pair of 
pipes to a pleasantly rounded out 
musical session which includes Jack 
Kilty and the Milton Katim orch. 
While a program fo this type should 
have more than its allotted quarter- 
hour in order to give the varied 
participants a better chance to dis- 
play their talents, Miss Malbin made 
a deep impress when caught Friday 
(14), with her single aria. Her 
voice is full, has nice resonance and 
sole fault seems to be phrasing that 
— match the rest of her equip- 
ment. 





Peter Brunswick, RAF flyer and 
British radio producer-writer, who 
has put on programs in Cairo and 
for the Palestine Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, guested with the McCrarys on 
“Hi Jinx.” In fine mike voice he 
pointed out the difference between 
Hebrew and Yiddish; the fact that 
“Norman Corwin’s scripts are read 
like the Scriptures,” in Palestine: the 
Hebrew versions of “The Eternal 
Light” (NBC) programs are avidly 
received; the need for more of the 
American program idea in radio 
abroad; the new respect for U. S. 
commercial radio and what it does for 
the advancement of the business: the 
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FRANK SINGISER 


A voice familiar to longti 
listeners is back on the wevelenait 
of the General Electric-owned sta. 
tion. Singiser, who started as an 
announcer here 15 years ago after 
graduating from Brewn, has begun 
a series of Sunday news roundy 
and commentaries for Wultex (long 
sponsor of such a program). 

Singiser is following the style he 
last employed on a_thrice-weekly 
evening block for an oil company 
over MBS. It constitutes listenable 
if not extraordinary radio fare 
There is perhaps a little more color, 
judging from the second shot. How. 
ever, the commentary angle seems 
to be less stressed than -was the case 
in the group of broadcasts which 
Prof. Rotundo, of Union College 
recently finished for the clothiers. " 

New spokesman started with a 
news flash on a catastrophic fire in 
Berlin, swung into a discussion of 
Thomas A. Edison’s 100th birthday 
and ended with a tribute to the 
U. S. Weather Service, celebrating 
its 77th anniversary. Jaco. 








BUSINESS FORUM 

With Prof. Paul F. Lazarsfeld, Ner. 
man S. Livingston, Hugh M. Bey- 
ille; Thomas N. Tarleau, moderator 

30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 

Discussion of radio’s future on this 
forum last Tuesday (11) was a per- 
fect model on how to turn a hot 
potato into a stale, luke-warm patty- 
cake. Moderator of the show, which 
is aired under the auspices of the 
Commerce and Industry Assn. of 
N. Y., put a tight lid on controversy 


|} and channelized all comment into a 


musty blind alley. 

With Prof. Lazarsfeld, of Colum- 
bia Univ., pitted against Norman S. 
Livingston, WOR commercial opera- 
tions manager, and Hugh M. Beville 
NBC director of research, there was 
enough well-informed opinion on 
both sides to debate intelligently the 


| serious question of radio's social re- 


sponsibilities. What was projected 
instead was a flat recital of radio's 
future in facsimile, FM, and tele- 
vision. In the last five minutes, 
Lazarsfeld tried to kindle some in- 
terest through launching an attack 
on commercial radio’s failure to 
satisfy the listening needs of a large 
and growing critical minority. But 
the clock conspired with the modera- 
tor, and the prof.’s comment’s were 
lost in the signoff shuffle. Herm. 














“et.. LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL PRUG CO. 


Keeps” 
“It Happened in Breokiys” 











All of it made for fine listening and | 
brings up the point anew that “it’s | 
a pity so much good stuff is wasted | 
in the morning.” 
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real estate firms had accepted the 
intra-video system for installation | 
and declared there was “no doubt | 
whatsoever” that his company could 
install efficient antenna systems in 











any section of N. Y. 





I HATE TO LEAVE 
NEW 














"@ Fuorr€er, 





RALPH N. WEIl, General Manager 





JOHN E. PEARSON CO., Nat! Rep. 
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Band-Buyers Insisting on Protective 
Clauses in Bookings Due to Repeated 
Rumors of Many Orch Folderoos 


There have been so many rumors? 


lately predicting the demise of vari- 
ous top bands that buyers, par- 
ticularly college committees that deal 
with agencies, are insisting on pro- 
tective clauses in contracts. Break- 
up of such outfits as Tommy Dorsey 
and Woody Herman, and the fre- 
quent publication of reduced operat- 
ing costs by some leaders, plus poor 
biz reports, apparently are respon- 
sible for the breakup rumors about 
bands such as Charlie Spivak, Gene 
Krupa, Jimmy Dorsey and many 
others. 

U. of Minnesota is one of those 
worried about such rumors. Com- 
mittee which bought Spivak last 
week for a prom on March 7 insisted 
on the insertion of a clause demand- 
ing the original Spivak orchestra or 
the deal would be off. It calls for 
Spivak’s “regular band ... no sub- 
stitutes.” 

With such additions as the above, 
plus others, like one demanding that 
a band perform a certain number of 
dance tunes to every jump arrange- 
ment, bookers feel that eventually 
contracts for one-night dates will 
read as long as the Revolutionary 
Bill of Rights. 

What may have contributed to the 
Spivak rumor is that he’s going to 
take a three-week vacation begin- 
ning March 10. 








Snarls Pile Up 
On Disk Releases 


Despite the use of release dates by 
publishers for new pop songs sub- 
mitted to disk manufacturers, there 
has been little or no lessening of 
wrangling launched because various 
diskers jump the gun on tunes. Due 
to the fact that some publishers still 
are not labeliing tunes with release 
dates, or, if they are, are not en- 
forcing them, almost every week 
there is some sort of argument. 

It all has led Manie Sacks, Colum- 
bia record artists and repertoire 
head, to demand in the future that 
everything about tunes and their re- 
lease dates told him by publishers 
who are not fussy about such things, 
be put in writing. Then he can't be 
hornswoggied. 

Sacks’ burn stems from being 
scorched three times in the past few 
weeks. First came when Majestic 
put out an Eddy Howard recording 
ef “I Want to Thank Your Folks” 
(Oxford Music). Both he and Frank 
Sinatra figured they’d be first out 
with it, but Majestic beat them by a 
couple of weeks. Next Sacks found 
a Sammy Kaye recording of “Speak- 
ing of Angels” (Santly-Joy) on 
RCA-Victor by Tex Beneke, beating 
his own by a long stretch. Then 
came a Kaye recording of “Midnight 
Masquerade” (Shapiro-Bernstein), 
which his label's Frankie Carle 
hasn't even cut yet. 

Publishers involved in such tussles 
feel that they are not at fault since 
neither tune will be “worked on” 
until a couple of months from now 
and the companies which put their 
versions out early have little to gain, 
nor has Sacks much to lose. Tunes 
in most cases still need that plugging 
te put ’em up front, except in cases 
where a tune catches on of its own 
accord. Then the company late or 
beaten with a disking is hurt. 


CHARLESTON WANTS 
TO BECOME FAMOUS 


Charleston, S. C., Chamber of Com- 
merce, through its “Charleston Chal- 
lenges” bureau, is currently sponsor- 
ing a nationa) song contest in an at- 
tempt to find a pep tune written 
about Charleston. 

Bureau is offering a $1,000 govern- 
ment bond as an award, with an ad- 
ditional $500 in the offing if the song 
selected makes the Hit Parade with- 
in six months of intreduction. Roy- 
alty rights stay with the compeser. 








Diskbox Tax Bill Slipped 


Helena, Mont., Feb. 8. 
Elmer Clark, Butte delegate to 
Montana’s 30th legislature has hop- 
pered a House Bill licensing juke 
boxes. Clark explained to Butte 
constituents that purpose of tax was 
to raise hard-to-get revenue in Mon- 
tana, and to help better condition 
of musicians. 
Legislator is 
Musicians Union. 


Decca Cancels 
-Finian Disking 
In Royalty Tiff 


Jack Kapp, president of Decca Rec- 
ords, last week cancelled all con- 
tractual holds he had on the cast of 
“Finian’s Rainbow” to perform the 
score of the Broadway musical for a 
Decca album. Kapp released the 
contractees (all except Ella Logan) 
just when it looked as if his hold on 
them, plus his impasse with the pro- 
ducers of the show for rights to the 
music, would lead to a legal battle. 
Under the circumstances, Lee Sabin- 
son and William Katzell, the pro- 
ducers, couldn’t have approached 
another disk manufacturer to make 
the album. 

Kapp has washed his hands com- 
pletely of the “Finian” deal. He 
feels that the producers’ demand for 
a 5c royalty on each album was out 
of line. Kapp has never paid a pro- 
ducer a royalty for show music, pay- 
ing casts flat scale and giving only 
important principals a royalty deal. 
He feels they weren't entitled to 
it. In this case, Lyn Murray, who 
arranged the music for the show, 
also wanted a royalty arrangement 
since his orchestrating would be 
vital to an album purporting to con- 
sist of accurate reproductions of the 
music as done in the show. 

Sabinson is now negotiating with 
Columbia Records for the marketing 
of an album. 

e oe o 
Philbin Joms GAC 
In Move to Cement 

Jack Philbin, manager of Les El- 
gart’s orchestra and singer Marion 
Hutton (Mrs. Philbin), among oth- 
ers, joined the General Artists 
agency Monday (17) in charge of 
artists relations. It will be Philbin’s 
job, firstly, to keep GAC artists 
“happy,” and thereafter to concern 
himself with developing talent and 
selling, all of which is figured to 
remove some of the load from presi- 
dent Thomas G. Rockwell and Art 
Weems, head of the New York of- 
fice. 

GAC brought in Philbin to handle 
artists relations because it felt that 
at the moment there is considerable 
bad feeling toward major agencies 
by artists. This theory is not new; 
Music Corp. of America recognized 
it a couple years ago when it offered 
Mike Nidorf a high-salaried spot to 
accomplish the same purposes. This 
was right after Nidorf had severed 
relations with GAC and prior to his 
hooking up with Sammy Kaye and 
the latter’s manager, Jim Peppe. 


Not Jack Robbins? 


Lionel Hampton’s theme song, 
“Robbins in Your Hair,” was writ- 
ten by the vibraphonist last fall as 
a tribute to disk jockey Fred Rob- 
bins. 

Tune is being published by Hamp- 
ton’s own firm, Swing & Tempo, and 
has been waxed by his octet on 


member of Butte 














Decea. 


Into Montana Legislature | 


- ASCAP EYES ’49 RADIO 


UNLIKELY TO ASK 








FOR MORE MONEY 


| American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers apparently 
| does not intend to wait until its cur- | 
rent contract with the radio indus- | 
try expires in 1949 to negotiate a new | 
agreement. In meeting yesterday | 
(Tuesday), the Society’s board ap- | 
pointed a committee to deal with | 
radio biggies with a view toward 
ironing out all aspects of a new con- 
tract. This committee consists of: 
John O’Connor, Gus Schirmer, Lester 
Santly, publishers; Oscar Hammer- | 
stein, 2d, Otto WHarbach, Fred A. 
Hiert, Edgar Leslie, Deems Taylor, 
writers. 

As it stands, the current ASCAP 
contract with radic is automatically | 
renewable at the end of 1949—if 
ASCAP doesn’t ask for an increase. 
The option is for nine years. How- 
ever, if the Society does want more 





celled, and if the two parties cannot 
get together the case must go to 
arbitration. A repetition of the 1939 
music strike cannot occur. 

However, it’s extremely unlikely 
that ASCAP will want more revenue 
from radio. What will be discussed 
by the committee with radio men is 
several so-called “side-issues.” Chief 
among these is television. If the cur- 
rent agreement was allowed to re- 
new itself automatically, it’s felt by 
ASCAP men that the nine-year term 
would go far beyond the point where 
television will come fihto general use, 
and they want the issue cleared well 
before 1949. 

So far, however, ASCAP men 
themselves are not too sure of where 
they stand regarding television. They 
have been designated the bargaining 
agency for music rights in the new 
field by more than 80% of ASCAP’s 
publisher-members, but there are is- 
sues to be settled among themselves 
as to how the licensing of material for 
the new medium is to be conducted. 
Such questions as to whether tele- 
vision usages will be “small rights” 
or “grand rights,” or a combination 
of both, haven't yet been settled. 


Berlin's Decca, 
ASCAP Recor 


Evidence of what a pariay like 
“Blue Skies” (film) and “Annie Get 
Your Gun” (Broadway musical) 


can do for a publishing house is the 
double record established by Irving 
Berlin as a publisher—not as a 
songsmith. Decca paid its top quar- 
terly royalty to any single firm when 
it accounted for over $63,000 in 
mechanical royalties to Berlin Mu- 
sic Co. 


The Berlin firm also got its top 
quarterly statement from the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers, collecting over $46,000 
for the last quarter, which exceeds 
anything Berlin ever got since he’s 
been in the business. 


JAMES FORAY EAST 
NOW MARCH MAYBE 


Harry James, who has been re- 
vising his plans for an eastern jaunt 
often enough to keep Music Corp. 
of America in a dither, now may 
pack up his band and bring it east 
at the end of March—if MCA can 
line up a satisfactory series of dates. 
He would play six weeks, which 
would get him back on the Coast in 
mid-June, in time for the expected 
birth of Mrs. James’ second baby. 
Mrs. James is actress Betty Grable. 


Most of James’ dates figure to be 
one-nighters, with one or two brief 
location stops of one-week. James 
apparently doesn’t want cafe loca- 
tion work on the theory that there 
will be more coin in one-nighters. 














Recently discharged from the 


coin, the option is automatically can- | 





Army, Mercer Ellington, son of 
Duke, has reorganized his own band. 
Outfit hes cut feur tunes for Sunset. 








RENEWAL 





Irving Caesar's Nomination As 
Publishers Candidate on ASCAP 
Bda Surprise; Ousted a Yr. Ago 





More ‘Richard’ 
Chicago, Feb. 18 

Kilroy missed one spot in all 
his travels but “Open the Door, 
Richard” covered it all too well. 
Latest complaint comes from the 
police department. 

Patrol wagon drivers have 
been busy for the past several 
weeks erasing from the back en- 
trances of the Black Maria the 
title words of “Richard” which 
youngsters have been scribbling. 


Local 47 in Jam 
With AFM on 1006 
Tax Delinquency 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
After a severe reprimand from 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
prexy James C. Petrillo, Local 47 
here has put into effect a complete 
list of new rules regarding collec- 








tion of taxes from film studio mu- | 


sicians. Regularly 24% of salaries 
constitute a tax, 1% of which goes 
to Local here and rest to AFM head- 
quarters. Petrillo hit the ceiling re- 
cently when it was discovered that 
Local 47 had been delinquent in col- 
lecting taxes and that a total of 
nearly $100,000 was involved. 


This delinquency is a serious of- 


fense, for according to constitution | 


of the AFM a local can have its 
charter revoked on such grounds. 
While obviously nothing of the sort 
will eventuate, union execs here 
were on the carpet for a number of 
days. No one has been precisely 
blamed for the negligence, since the 
local’s tax collector for many years, 
the late Eddie Gergen, died last 
autumn. Ray Huffine, who replaced, 
has been in office only a short time. 

Measures are being taken, how- 
ever, to collect long-owed taxes and, 
meanwhile the new and consider- 
ably tightened tax-collecting rules 
have been made effective imme- 
diately. These, in brief, call for 
musicians under contract at studios 
to pay monthly, casuals within two 
weeks, and if this deadline is not 
met the negligence will be punished 
by suspension from union. 


Disk Rivalry on Song 
Crops Up on ‘Parade’ 
For Shore and Russell 


A new kind of snar] showed up on 
the Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” last 
Saturday (15). However, this one 
wasn't too serious and was settled 
amicably. 


It seems both Dinah Shore and 





Andy Russell, now on the show, | 


have recorded “Anniversary Song” 
for Columbia and Capitol, respec- 
tively. Naturally, they beth want 
to perform the tune to plug their 
disks, but both can’t do it on the 
same show, of course. 


An arrangement has been made 
whereby they will aiternate per- 
formance of the tune while Miss 
Shore fills out her four-week date 
on the show. 





Doris Day’s Col. Disks 

Doris Day, vocalist who left Les 
Brown last fall to do a single, will 
begin recording for Columbia 
Records within a week or two. 
Singer goes into the new Little Club, 
New York, either next week (17) 
or the following week (24). 

Little Club is being backed by 
Mente Prosex, operator of the Copa- 
cabana and fronted by Billy Reed. 


+ There 


is considerable speculation 
jamong the few major publishers 
|who are aware of Irving Caesar's 
| nomination as candidate for a posi- 
|tion on the director board of the 
American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers. His name 
was submitted to the board in meet- 
ing yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) 
and approved along with other 
writer and publisher candidates. 

What has caused the speculation 
jis that Caesar was named as a 
| nominee to a position on the pub- 
lishers’ side of the board. Last year, 

at the annual elections, he was de- 
feated for reelection as a member of 
the writer faction after having 
|served on the board for year's as 
|such. Immediately after, he was ap- 
pointed to the Society’s appeals 
board as a publisher representative. 

Caesar's nomination, it is believed 
by certain publishers, virtually as- 
sures his election. They see the pub- 
lisher half of the 24-man board 
tossing their weight behind him on 
the theory that he wouldn't have ac- 
cepted the nomination without as- 
surance of election. What makes 
them doubly certain is his inclusion 
as a candidate with such names as 
| W. C. Handy, Bob Miller ‘pub, not 
MPCE head) and Frank Connor, 
standard rep. 

They see also in Caesar's nomina- 

tion that the governing faction of 
publishers, whose combined weight 
|of votes under the weighted ballot 
| system, can make .r break a candi- 
| date, is out after the scalp of one 
|of their number. Those coming up 
|for reelection among the publishers 
‘are Jack Bregman, Lester Santly 
,and Abe Olman. 
Writers up for reelection, but 
| whose Opponents haven't yet been 
| named, include: Stanley Adams, Otto 
Harbach and Edgar Leslie, for three 
years, as pop writers; Deems Taylor, 
standard writer, also for three years; 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d for two 
years. 


Cress Courtney 
Poison-Penned 


Cress Courtney, head of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency band depart- 
ment under general supervisor Nat 
Kalcheim, is the victim of a pair of 
poison-pen letters circulated through- 
out the industry in the east 
during the past week. He and the 


| 
| 


| 








District Attorney's office in New 
York. 

Both letters impugn Courtney's 
professional reputation. 

First letter was sent to various 
artists; the second to James C. 
Petrillo, president ef the American 
Federation ef Musicians, eutlining 
| again “charges” levelled in the frst 
and requesting action. 

Courtney has a suspicion about 
the origin of the communiques, but 
at the moment isn't discussing it. 


AFM SCALE AVOIDED 
BY ONE-MAN BAND 


Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
rather uniquely has avoided the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
| recently boosted minimum scales. 
|/On Monday (17) it hired a one-man 
| band to work in its cocktail lounge 
between 5 and 7 p.m. and in th« 
Cafe Rouge, the name band reom, 
during intermission—® to 16 p.m. 

One-man combination is Lee 
'Keener, who plays banje, drums, 
| Maracas and several gadgets which 
| Be himself invented. He takes the 
| place of a piano player, actually, se 
| there’s no slap at the AFM. 

Keener last year was featured as 
| the sole music at a dancehall in a 
mountain resort net tee far from 
Hollywood. He premoted weekly 
hops himself and is said te have 
done well at the b.e. ; 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








It is something more than merely | course, exceptions, and, offhand, we 


a wilful and persistent nostalgia 
that makes us shudder at the current 


state of recorded jazz. Nostalgic we | 


are, and with bells on, but our im- 


tience with this particular aspect | ) 
7) 'much sympathy for firms like Blue 


of the present is compounded of 


more than a misty-eyed yearning | 


for the years when Armstrong was 
on Okeh, Nichols on Brunswick, and 
Pollack on Victor. In those years, 
recorded jazz had spontaneity and, 
if you will, ingenuousness as well. 
But now the innocence has 
parted and in its place is a horrible 


self-consciousness and a terrifying | 
urge to make history with every | 


lick. Take, for example, the Disc 
albums called “Jazz at the Philhar- 
monic.” 

“Jazz at the Philharmonic” is 
gertainly one of the poorest projects 
ever put on disks. There are, from 





RE 





Suggested Programs 

“Of Thee I Sing” Overture— 
Russell Bennett (Sonora). 

“You Go To My Head”—Frank 
Sinatra (Columbia). 

“Petos y Taconeos” — Rosario 
and Antonio (Decca). 

“Baby’s Awake Now” — Lee 
Wiley (Gala). 

“Hong Kong Blues” — Hoagy 
Carmichael (Decca). 

“The House Detective Regis- 
ters”"—Alec Wilder (Columbia). 


“That’s Him”—Mary Martin 
(Decca). 

Program 2 
(For a_ half-hour of solid 
dancing.) 


“I Married An Angel”—Eddie 
LeMar (Capitol). 

“Anything Goes”"—Eddie Le 
Mar (Capitol). 

“She Didn’t Say Yes’—Eddie 
LeMar (Capitol). 

“You’re a Builder Upper”’— 
Eddie LeMar (Capitol). 

“You Do Something to Me”— 
Eddie LeMar (Capitol). 

“I Guess I'll Have to Change 
My Plan”—Eddie LeMar (Capi- 
tol). 

“Fine and Dandy” — Eddie 
LeMar (Capitol). 


cents atSencaene peer e ER AEA OER ea 


time to time, pleasant and, on the 
in- 
terludes, but, in the main, the pro- 
ceedings are downright sickening. 
should 
consult the nearest analyst without 
further delay. “Jazz at the Philhar- | to 
monie” is junk and it is astonishing 
that Disc should waste its energies 
(Disc, by the way, put out 
what seems to us the best children’s 
released — Woody 


whole, completely satisfactory 


Anyone who buys them 


on it. 


album = ever 
Guthrie’s “Songs te Grow On.”) 


A few weeks ago we mentioned a 
“New 
We _ weren't 
but’ we 
We 
had a chance to do so this week. If 


RCA-Victor album 
52nd Street Jazz.” 
especially excited by it, 
wanted time to hear it again. 


called 


anything, it’s worse than we sug- 


~ gested. What bothers us, however, 


is not the unextiting music. The 
album was supervised by Leonard 
Feather, who also does criticism. 
In itself, this is suspicious, but we'll 
yield on the point and allow it was 
ethical for Feather to have taken 
the assignment. What gets under 
our skin is that Feather should 
have chosen a composition of his 
own for inclusion in the album. If 
the tune—a blues called “Low 
Flame”—had any merit, there might 
be a reason why it was picked. It 
hasn’t, however. 


Feather presents a problem that 
only the record companies can solve. 
He supervises a number of dates and, 
more often than not, includes his 
own tunes as well as picking him- 
self as the pianist. He is a poor 
pianist. 

The record business is no stronger 
than its weakest link. Feather is 
that link. It’s surprising therefore 
that Victor should go for such she- 
nanigans. If Feather’s a composer- 
pianist, let him give up criticism. If 
he’s a critic, let him renounce com- 
posing-pianoing. We admit that this 
is quite a choice. 

Just one more thing and we'll be 
done with this matter. A company 
called Keynote has been putting out 
a number of allegedly hot records. 
Of the ones we've heard, only one 


—Joe Thomas’s “Black Butterfly”— | 


was anything. All of which makes 
us feel like going steady with Jack 
Kapp, who, when he puts out jazz, 
puts out good jazz. There are, of 


de- | 


modore label; Capitol, with its Julia 
Lees; Apollo, which occasionally 
comes up with something fine; and 
one or two others. We don’t have 


hope name, beside Kapp, the Com- 
| 


Note, which gets pretty precious, 
and Circle, which is downright 
antiquated in its tastes, 


Wax Facts 


This, as we have intimated, has 
been a remarkably unprolific week. 
There are, however, a few items of 
| more than casual interest. One is 
Perry Como’s “Easter Parade” (Vic- 
tor). He sings the Irving Berlin 
classic with feeling and care, and 
the result is a juke box natural. It 
is backed by “Song of Songs,” which 
is pleasant, but scarcely of the same 
proportions as “Easter Parade.” 
Lloyd Shaffer’s band provides the 
background on both sides ... Joe 
Alexander’s second release for Capi- 
tol brackets “Heartaches” and “If I 
Had a Chance With You.” Even his 
understandable stiffness (this was 
his second record date) cannot dis- 
guise Alexander’s resemblance to 
the Bing Crosby of the early 30’s. 
You’re likely to be hearing from, 
and about, Alexander, so here are 
a few facts: He was born in Baton 
Rouge and sang for a while with 
Floyd Ray’s band. During the past 
few years he played drums and bass 
with so many panic bands that he 
spent a good deal of his time mak- 
ing ends meet by working as a 
butcher. Being a Negro, he isn’t go- 
ing to have an easy time of it, but 
he is a sound bet for the networks 
and it behooves them to investigate 
him immediately. Neither face of 
the current release is likely to be a 
juke sensation, but they should be 
interesting to anyone concerned 
with a new talent... Far and away 
(at least for our taste) the best com- 
mercial version of “Open the Door, 
Richard” to date is The Charioteers’ 
on Columbia. Charioteers remain 
cool, calm, and collected. You’d be 


and all. The Seeburgs better grab it 
quick... 

Phil Harris is fairly amusing in 
“Where Does It Get 
End?” (Victor). It should do very 


can skip .. . Curiously enough, 
really danceabie disks are extremely 


Eddie LeMar’s 





goes a little haywire. 
the Maitre D at El Morocco . 
witty as who? . 


Martin’s 


too .. 


well, the band still sounds fine... 


McVEA SUES McRAE 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


“Jack McRae,” 


who last 


olis 
newspaper ads as heading 
orchestra which originated 
the Door, Richard,’ direct 
Harlem.” 


novelty hit. 





turned out “Managua, 


From Tegucigalpa.” 








tropical countries. 


surprised how much this helps the 
song. This is recommended to one 


You in the 


well in the nickelodeons. Reverse— 
“The Preacher and the Bear’—you 


rare. It is a pleasure, therefore, to 
be able to give an unqualified nod 
“Manhattan 
Moods,” a new Capitol album. Just 
how strongly we feel about it may 
be determined from a glance at our 
Suggested Program 2. It’s a honey 
of a stint. We do quibble with one 
minor matter, though: Ordinarily, 
Capitol makes no excessive claims 
in its publicity, but that isn’t true in 
this case. The inside cover of “Man- 
hattan Moods” has some prose that 
“Here,” it 
says, “is music as gay as the Fifth 


Avenue Easter Parade, as witty as 
“ue 
. » Speaking of le 
danse, you better look into Freddy 
“Concertos for Dancing” 
album (Victor). You probably know 
most of the items, but they sound, 
if not too exciting, pretty listenable. 
And, needless to say, very danceable 
. There’s a fine band accom- 
panying Red McKenzie in “Heart- 
aches” (National). As for’ McKenzie, 


ON ‘RICHARD’ BILLING 


Jack McVea and manager, Reg 
Marshall, have commenced grinding 
legal gears to level a lawsuit at a 
week 
played Tomlinson Hall, an Indianap- 
ballroom, billing himself in 

“the 
‘Open 
from 


Damages as well as a cease-and- 
desist court order will be sought, 
according to McVea, who has a clear 
claim to the “Richard” identification, 
song and also the first to record the 


| Irving Fields who, with AfGamse, 
Nicaragua,” 
has a new one, “The Goosey Gal 
It’s part of a 
cycle of tunes localed in different 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week-Ending Feb. 6) 

London, Feb. 7. 
Old Lamplighter...........Dash 
To Each His Own,.,...Victoria 
Anniversary Song......Connelly 
Five Minutes More..Ed. Morris 
April Showers.........Chappell 
Till Thetis 0.2% seeees.- Chappell 
Dream Again........ Box & Cox 
Sentimental Reasons...Maurice 
May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash 


You Always Hurt......... Wood 

Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 

Go: MoGas. .. ic... diccdds Ges Yale 
Second 12 


Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah 
Things We Did...Edwin Morris 
Ole’ Buttermilk Sky...... Morris 
This Is Always............Wood 
Somewhere in Night. New-World 
Sooner oF Tamte?. .....cccsd: Sun 
3 Words of Love....... Maurice 
Good Night, Darl’g. Macmelodies 
I’ll Be With You. .Keith, Prowse 
Without Penny in Pocket. .Dash 
Shall Always Remember. Sterling 
Whole World Singing.F. D. & H. 


Cap Goes All Out 
To Woo Disk Jox 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Capitol Records, which recently 
installed Charlie Craig in its head- 
quarters here as strictly a disk 
jockey contact and promotionist, 
shortly will spot men in Chicago, 
New York and in one southern city, 
as yet unselected. Their duties sole- 
ly will consist of coaxing jocks in 
their respective territories to air the 
free platters Capitol supplies. 

Move will represent even greater 
servicing of jocks as a sales-promo- 
tion. According to best available 
listing here there are at present 992 
jocks at work in the U. S. currently 
and for a firm to send free disks to 
each costs about $300 per release for 
regularly marketed shellac platters 
and much more for vinylite. 











Decca, Too 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Decca Records finally has recog- 
nized disk jockeys, in that plattery 
will service wax-whirlers with free 
air-expressed Vinylite editjons of 
new releases. Company is the last to 
break down its wall of reserve. 
Other recorders have been wont 
to give great attention to platter- 
spinners for some time, believing 
that servicing of them promotes 
production. 

First issue of Decca disks de- 
signed for jocks will be forthcoming 
Louis Jordan rendition of “Open 
‘the Door, Richard.” 


RAINBOW SIGNS BYRNE 
TO CUT STANDARDS SOLO 


Bobby Byrne has been signed by 
the new Rainbow Records, set up 
recently by Harry Fromkes and 
Herb Hendler. Byrne, however, has 
been signatured as a soloist without 
his band. He will cut standards and 
other special material for the new 
label with a studio band consisting 
of a rhythm section and strings add- 
ing up to 22 men. 

Rainbow also. signed Marshall 
Young, singer formerly with Arthur 
Godfrey’s radio program. He made 
his first disks last week. Prior to 
Young’s date, Jack Lawrence and 
Larry Clinton turned in their first 
master-making sessions for the new 
company. 

Rainbow will make no pops for 
the present. Everything recorded is 
designed to avoid the quick death 
that the average pop song experi- 
ences, Latter is one of the greatest 
difficulties with which most indie 
manufacturers have been bothered 
and is primarily responsible for the 
refusal of retail dealers to carry 
their lines along with the faster- 
selling major labels which carry the 
added lure of top artists. 


Holdover Would Balk 
Dailey on Howard Date 


Commodore hotel, New York, is 
endeavoring to keep its Century 
Room open a bit longer than the in- 
tended mid-March closing by hold- 
ing over Eddy Howard's orchestra. 
However, Howard is due for a three- 
week run at Frank Dailey’s Mea- 
dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
March 16, and the latter apparently 
isn’t amenable at this late date to 
giving Howard up. 

Dailey and Music Corps of Amer- 
ica have been together on the situa- 

















tion all week. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Ann versa Son 7 Dinah Shore P 
1. i eeeeereeee vesees COlU 
ry g (3) (Mood) ; Tex Benecke. PULYT TE 3 i he 


{ Jack McVea. Black & White 


2. Open Door, Richard (3) (Duchess)...... ) Count Basie 


{Yep ne Victor 
; : - § King Cole Trio,...,, Capi 
3. For ee Reasons (13) (Leeds)... ) Charlie Spivak. vee 


{ Freddy Martin 


4. Managua, Nicaragua (4) (Encore)....... y -eeese. Victor 
8 i Kay Kyser......, Columbia 
[Peery Come.........: Vict 
§. Sonata (7) (Oxford). cacesecccccevccesers ) Carmen Cavallaro... a 
6. Old Lamplighter (14) (Shapiro-B)...... ~ ting Mac Listes Gi 
c .s)- oe ee. nN 1a 
7. Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (7) (Hudson)...., Hoagy Carmichael... . Decca 
pe” 2 | Harry James......Columbj 
8. Oh. But I Do (5) (Remick)............ ) Margaret Whiting... Capitet 
9. Gal in Calico (10) (Remick)......++++-+ ata, 
eee ee eee ‘ca 
i Hagman -o8; Lanter: AAt; eeny Treg) sce + + Shared Toot i a 
. h BYC. .cercvee tor 
Coming Up 
Ky Kyser........ . j 
Old Buttermilk (Burke-VH)............0e8: BE eng bY ney 
; Sammy Kaye......... i 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy) .....+++-- } Johnny Mercer. Canney 
‘ Dinah SI Dae ese i 
I'll Close My Eyes (Maurice)...... eee s +s ay > a Ald ha Matas 
: 5 { Margaret Whiting... Capito] 
Guilty (Feist)....... pen vee ee ee ee ‘+: Johnny Desmond. .... Victor 
Perry Como ......... jj 
That's Beginning of End (ABC)........+++. King Cole Tels mie acme 
Everything’s Movin’ Too Fast (Capitol).... Peggy Lee...........Capitol 
‘ . { Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
This Is Night (Jefferson). ....escsceeeree ss ) Andy Russell........ Capitol 
Mammy (Bourne) ....cessscssesseersecees Al Jolson...... eecees -secee 
; 4 { Clark-Noble .,.... Columbia 
Linda (Morris) .....+.- persercsceeceesees* ) Eddy Howard.,.....Maijestic 
Things In Glocca Morra (Chappell)......... Buddy Clark...... Columbia 
You Can’t See Sun (Simon)...... esivi'hs odes Wate  Momres. «..6 Victor 
{ Perry Como.,........Victor 
I Want To Thank Folks (Oxford)....,..... ) King Cole..... «+++» Capitol 
Misirlou (Colonial)........... aera ren ereeres 


Jan August.........Diamond 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Frank Dailey, operator of- Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., seems to 
be in a sort of a spin about sweet vs. swing music. Originally, Meadow- 
brook was strictly a swing spot, then Sammy Kaye was brought in before 
the war and cracked a couple b.o. records for himself, doing far better 
than some of his top name, swing-featuring contemporaries. Now, with 
so much shouting about sweet bands, or at least melody-playing rhythm 
combos, Dailey has played both Kaye and Blue Barron during the past six 
months and couldn’t do business with them. Randy Brooks, a leader far 
less known than Barron, let alone Kaye, followed the former at Dailey’s 
spot two weeks ago and business tripled until storms cut it off. As a result, 
Dailey is in a bit of a quandry as to whether biz improved that much 


almost over night or whether he’s operating a swing or sweet music 
emporium. 








John G. Paine, general manager of the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and Louis Frohlich, attorney for the Society, did 
not manage to discuss last week with Indiana legislators the proposed two 
anti-ASCAP bills to be placed before the state’s Senate. There was no 
hearing on the bills at the time expected. 

Their trip west, however, to try to block them was not completely in 
vain; it was discussed with individuals who had some connection with the 
proposed legislation. It’s possible a hearing may be scheduled on the bills 
later this week; if it occurs, Paine and Frohlich will go west from N. Y. 
again. Paine thereafter will continue on to Hollywood for the annual 
meeting with the Coast contingent. 





A N. Y. Times despatch clarifies that “Lili Marlene,” reportedly a Nazi 
balled, is actually of French origin, Paris publisher Philippe Pares was 
cleared by a court decision of charges of having been a Nazi collaborator. 
Tune became a German marching song after Pares’ firm was seized by the 
Nazis, With music by Norbert Schulze, a German, and lyrics by French- 
man Henri Lemarchand, song was introduced in 1940 in Paris by French 
chanteuse Suzy Solidor. The Times editorially commented Saturday (15, 
that “Lily was the sort of a girl back home that would appeal to the heart 


of any soldier....they had earned the right to sing about her” by their 
conquests of North Africa and Italy. 





Record companies in numbers are prepping platters of Irish tunes 
to be plumped on market by St. Patrick’s Day. Against this March 17 
deadline Decca is now pressing two sides of Ould Sod airs by Judy Gar- 
land and also will re-issue Bing Crosby's “St. Patrick's” album. Columbia 
now is shipping distribs Kate Smith's “Irish Songs” album. RCA-Victor 
is bringing out “Shamrock Melodies,” a Dennis Day album, plus two slices 
of Trish tenoring by John Ryan. Capitol is known to have plans to serenade 
Erin, but won't reveal fully. First on to sales stalls is album by Tempo, 
Sens indie, with Jimmy Nolan’s “Music From the Emerald Isle” 
: exploitation and publicity for Leeds Music, 
helped You Fell Out of a Star” to a healthy Me ive Perry Como ren- 
dition of the tune, and an interview with the lyricist on CBS’ “We the 
People” Sunday (16), Interview between Como and Andy Tartaglione, 
told of Tartaglione’s collaboration with a staff medico at the Montefiore 
hosp, N. Y. Tartaglione, crippled since infancy, penned the wordage, while 
the physician did the music. Leeds Music got the final plug on the program 
when Como told the lad song had been accepted. 


Arnold Shaw, who does 





It seems the success of the Three Suns, who recently shifted to the 


RCA-Victor label, is inducing numerous combos of similar instrumenta- 
ewe Majestic, who lost the Suns to RCA, is now cutting a combo titled 
the Twilight Three,” which seems mighty close to the Suns since their 
. me is “Twilight Song.” Columbia has the Dell Trio, now at the Melody 
Tomene Long Island spot owned by MCA’s Johnny Dugan and Joe Galkin, 

ommy Tucker’s manager. There is also the Gordon Trio, with Signature, 


and the Air-Lane Trio with anothe : uitar 
and electric organ. r disker, all made up of accordion, g 


cum hich alone of all webs, banned rendition of “Huggin’ and 

- in’,” last week partially relented and permitted purely instrumental 
renditions of tune. Requests from bands and fact that song has become 
a top seller motivated new move. Around trade circles, however, there 


exists the cynical belief that the network finally realized it had crawled out 


on @ pretty bare li : yan 
one followed pm Nea when it summarily barred the tune, only to find 
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AFM Local 47 Slaps Record 206 
Fine on Mor. of Teen-Agers Band 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Musicians’ Local 47 last week 
slapped a fine totalling $20,000 on 
Van Tonkins, organizer and manager 
of Teen-Agers band. This, it's 
claimed, is largest fine ever assessed 
in the history of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. 
the local, after series of hearings, 
found Tonkins guilty of numerous 
violations of union pay-scale, and 
also tagged him for what union 
judged unsatisfactory housing condi- 
tions when orchestra traveled. On 
each specific count the manager was 
fincd $500. 

Some time ago a few of the mem- 
bers of the band squawked to the 
unjon, and their under-pay claims 
were said te aggregate $3,100. Called 


upon carpet, Tonkins offered to ‘pay | 
Union refused to | 


off half that sum. 
make such a deal, and then opened 
full investigation of band’s activities 
since first it was grouped. At one of 
the hearings Tonkins, long a musi- 
cian and at one time a batoneer here, 
tossed his membership card on table 
and said he was quitting the AFM 
Trial boardsmen, however, ruled that 
he could not resign, according to 
AFM by-laws. *‘ Consequently he 
stood full trial, and now, it has been 
indicated by union execs, he prob- 
ably will be expelled. 


When queried if the planned to pay 
the fine and square himself with the 
unions, Tonkins laughed. He can no 
longer manage the Teen-Agers, of 


+ 


Trial board of | 





MARK LEFF QUIZZED 
| ON ARA DISK ASSETS 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


disk firm, will be further quizzed 
today by bankruptcy referee Hugh 
Dickson as to where assets of firm 
may be recovered Net of $256,000 
already realized on sale of firm’s 
physical assets, exclusive of $12,000 
recovered when masters of record- 
ings were sold. 

In regard to master pile of etch 
ings by Jan Savitt, Jan Garber, 
Town Criers, Bob Crosby, Judy 
Canova, Ginny Simms and Phil Har- 
ris, sold. for mere $6,200 to A. E. 
Simpson, in the case of Phil Harris 


covery of his own masters and then 


at instigation of Eli Oberstein, re- | 


cently here, Harris tried to buy disks | 
again, but Simpson was 
| fore him. 


} + 3 > P ome 
Oberstein had urged Harris to buy 


w 


masters in order to release, two of 
tunes, also cut by Victor. Songs 
were “Dark Town Poker Club” and 


“That's What I Like About South.” 
Sale of pressings by Victor were pre- 
vented by trustees of ARA. 


Majestic Records 





course, but it is understood he owas | 


the combo, and, so far as can be de- | 


termined, he has not disposed of his 
financial interest. Band is now one- 
niting around this territory. 


Pays Off All Debt 


| Majestic Records, 


Mark Leff, prexy of bankrupt ARA | 


there be- | 


For March 0.0. 


which had been | 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Feb. 15) 
Anniversary Song.... 
For Sentimental Reason.Duchess 


Open Door, Richard....Duchess 
Managua Nicavagua...... Encore 
| Old Lamplighter..... Shapiro-B 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah .Santly-Joy 
er eras Fe reyes Oxford 
Guilty .. cous segue 
I'll Close “My ‘Eyes... -..-.Maurice 
Oh; Bué IF Do... uc ..vo v¥. Witmark 


Second 10 


Sooner or Later.....Santly-Joy 
Ole Buttermilk Sky. .Burke-VH. 
Gal in Calico...........Remick 
Huggin’ And Chalkin’...Hudson 
Things in Glocca Morra.Chapell 
You'll Always Be 1 Love.Sinatra 


Rainy Night in Rio....Witmark 
Ever Leave Wyoming......Feist 
Girl That I Marry... Berlin 


Uncle Remus Said... .Santly-Joy 








MPPA BD., SPA REPS 


| RENEWING CONFABS sicraft disks on a $100,000 a year 


Members of the board of the 


| Music Publishers Protective Assn. 


land the committee representing the 
| Songwriters Protective Assn. will re- 
new negotiations for a new contract 
today €Wednesday) in New York 
| This meeting was scheduled during 
the last couple days when it was de 
termined that the members of the 
MPPA board who had been out of 
town, thereby delaying meetings 
would be available with the excep- 











ASCAP’s Rating 


he originally offered $3,000 for re-/| 


Recap Now Due 


Publishers Classification 


posers, Authors and Publishers ap 


‘parently intends to get going finally 
on the frequently forecast, but never 
re-evaluating the 
publisher 
Meetings are due 
to start in mid-March under chair- | 
with catalogs | 
'to be measured in groups starting | 


|started, idea of 
availability ratings of 
member catalogs. 
{man Gus Schirmer, 


|with the lower-rated firms. 


Commit- 
tee of the American Society of Com- 


tion of Jack Mills 


Absence of Lester Santly, pre 
| dent of MPPA, and Louis Be endlie 
| had delayed the meetings. Herman 
| Starr, not a MPPA member, who sits 
in as rep of non-member publishers, 
|also was away, but is now back. Abe 
Olman is still is Hollywood and 
won't attend. Meanwhile, the cur- 
rent SPA-MPPA pact, which was to 


have expired Dec. 31 and was re- 
newed twice, is in effect until Feb 
28 It may be extended again 


pending final negotiations 


Mus-Art 6 Gets 


Mus-Art Management Corp., new 
booking agency established last week 


Reason given for the check of the | by Jack Whittemore, Russ Facchine 
lower pointholders first is that the 


AFM License °:: 


Musicraft’s Financial Uncertainty 
Cues Ellington Release Request 


+ The immediate future of Musicraft 
| Records seems to be of some con- 
| cern to artists it has under contract, 


Duke Ellington, whose initial Mu- 
agreement hit the market several 


| weeks ago, has, through the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, asked for a re- 


lease. It has been refused. But at 
the same time, Morris has been of- 
fering Ellington to other record 
companie It's asserted that neither 
Ellington nor the agency is anxious 
to get out of the contract if all its 
terms can be fulfilled, but that the 
itter is simply taking no chances 
protecting its artists.” 
Musicraft has been in the throes 


of a new financial deal] for the past 
several weeks. As late as last Fri- 
day the company’s executives were 
meeting with officials of the Atlas 
Corp., investment outfit which a few 
months ago put $400,000 into the 
indie. However, it’s claimed at least 
another $1,000,000 is needed to 
straighten out the firm's affairs 
Several weeks back Musicraft 
and Apollo Records had been ru- 
mored as readying a merger. Gar- 


wood Industries, representing a 
group of prominent investors, 1s in 
the Apollo picture, and talks had 
been going on with Atlas re tossing 
the two disk outfits into one pot. 
Garwood officials, admitting they 
looked over Musicraft’s possibilities, 
flatly denied any thoughts of a mer- 





Pat Lombard to Open 











« , e ‘or a } ~ j - ° r 
far in arrears in royalty payments ienkauiie }and Lyle Thayer, all ex-Music Corp. | PM. Offices i] New York 


" lt , Siesiteed Tales walle Oe Slee of complaints come from jof America men, has been granted a 
Vic Lombardo Set rowers pe: ets, od oe ” tS | that quarter, which seems obvious /license by the American Federation | Chicago, Feb. 18. 
obligations ompany’s inal Pay- | since the higher valued catalogs !of Musicians. License was applied Pat Lombard, who _ formerly 
|}ment on delayed coin, which at one 


for last week and received yesterday | headed band department of Chi 


| have less to beef about. Findings of | 
For Hotel New Yorker | time added up to a considerable |i}. committee will not be bunched 


for last week and received a few William Morris agency, will open a 

Victor Lombardo’s orchestra moves sum, was paid last week (12). Three |for one sweeping change in ratings. | days later. personal management office in New 
into New Yorker hotel, New York, jceye later the ~ gre — ws Firms given increases or decreases,| Whittemore, who will head the York. Lombard, in town for Ray- 
May 8 or 9 for its first major loca- br peo wenewet of 1946 was due and | 2. the case may be, will find their | New York branch of Mus-Art, while | mond Scott two-weeker at Hotel 
tion date in N. Y. Band will follow that sum paid. fate determined at the end of each | Los Angeles, has not as yet found ; Sherman, says that besides Scott he 


Clearance of its debts takes Majes- 


‘ office space. 
tic out of the “shaky indie” cate- 


— 


quarter, when the Society makes its | The other two have 


regular revenue distributions. 


current Chuck Foster, coincident 


with the debut of a new ice revue. | gory into which most publishers and | 
While General Artists, which | rival companies. had _ placed it. 
books Lombardo, doesn’t say so, the |Company’s December profit alone is 
booking into the New Yorker is a claimed to have reached $93,000. 
deliberate plan to avoid confiiction | 
with frere Guy Lombardo’s orches- | 
tra. Latter closes at the Roosevelt, 


had signed Ear! Hines and Dick La 
Salle. 


Henry King Orch Puts Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


In at Ciro’s, H’wood, 








National Foundation for Infantile | 


Paralysis is getting all proceeds and | The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover- 

















where it’s a winter perennial, March |rights from a new tune written by age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub- 
22. Victor L. left his brother’s band MacKinlay Kantor. Song is titled | In Fast Date Flipping, lished by the Office at Research, Ine. 
last year to form his own combina-|“The Man Who Couldn't Walk | ; Holly wood, Feb. 18. Survey Week of Feb. 7-13, 1947. 
Wen. Around. ” Henry King opened at Ciro's last | 
deities cing week after a nifty bit of juggling by A Gal in Calico—*“Time, Place, Girl”. ..............06 eee- Remick 
several parties. King originally was; A Rainy Night In Rio—*“Time, Place, Girl”...........%. ...Witmark 
ag ‘in the Flamingo Club, Las Vegas,} Among My Souvenirs.... ..........2cccecececeececes ..T. B. Harms 
a ne a ait oO t e | but was put out:in the cold’ with all fF And Sci Te Beethisisiiisiiiiis piven ge cincacc + cces cis vee bates Ds Oe ...Famous 
lother entertainers when the desert | | Anniversary Song—*"Jolson kei RE EY AIT, Mood 
Weens cena rola /nitery did a folde “for redecoration” | Best Man ............ 60sec 0seceevenees  ceecet ee . «... Vanguard 
Ha na Played Week On Date —even though the spot only opened | Bless You .... 0... 0c... ceccecccceeueeecsceeeesenen .....Shapiro-B 
Emil Coleman’. . Waldorf 4 (400: — ae is etesaule ae 2.450 49.275 six weeks ago for the first time. |For Sentimental Reasons.......... wero. 
Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500; $1- $1.50)... o eenee 7 2,600 18.275| With King unexpectedly on its | Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun” at ee - Berlin 
Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)....... oe @ 1,475 11,050 | hands, Music Corp. of America told | bem Get Me Somebody To Love—*“Duel In the Sun”...... a 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)............15 2.025 38,450 | the Flamingo management it was SE §<4sB cadedenw ceuped:s @s %o-44655 9 Vee Seer OEE) 0 eohges eis 
Eddy Howard....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)........ 2 1,300 3,850 | either a n> a or oie proposition. | How Are Things In Glocca Morra—* “Finian’s Rainbow’ "siting -Crawford 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........ 14 1,050 15,050) Some dickering resulted in Ciro’s | [1] Close My Eyes.........e0 sce e eee ee ee ee reer enees . ---- Maurice ; 
i getting the outfit, but at a figure | {t's a Good Day...... iss. Sead cabege ow. .c 0d ep es Oo» « ae hits bP Ce NCOn ‘ 
* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Morton Downey; Ice Revue at | somewhat less than the Las Vegas ie BI ee TOW onc cc vc th 0s sedan es 0 eaPe erect: «0 edie Me : 
New Yorker. spot, with the latter footing the dif- | Life Can Be IO «00g 06 tm 4 0s 00s eed Bee ..«+.Melrose i 
ferential. Riemawie NICATAGUA. .. o cick. cds cae 0 dle hc OHS UE. 6. SB 6 See ees Encore a 
Chicago oe eS eee. Te ee ons ai DoT < ta . Girl”... Series “oan t 
Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). | Don Alfredo, rhumba crew, at Ciro's. | Se aie ra, : a Feist : 
Feit ~y & age arine . g£ ; : $1. . a "| However, trouble with AFM Local bp er — Save: Wyoming? . ... cscs ccacten bse. De om 
Den McGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). New revue 47 arose. Ciro’s wanted to release re) Sutton ik ‘Sky nal ‘Can on ’ Passage” es ey Me * "Siete Ws 
in third week doing fine 4,300. , + at | eae Seats eee Saeeee OF See Se O ; the Other End ap. coe Neth oss ae Beverly 
Raymond snes (ite fair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50-$3.5@ min.). Car) | |the union found this wasn't exactly Sei t — ~ ea: ies _ Seowteil 
Brisson and Ramos average 2,500. pag carey ge ante fh merged | gt aR RN, Sa ey er 
Raymond Scott (Panther Room, Sherman; 950; $2-$3.50 min.). Scott nage Ryo wee eal prsensies Sooner Or Later—*“Song of South”................... .... Santly-Joy 
*Pyeceph Seay (Walnut oom, Biomarck; 465; $2-$2.50 min.), Family spot | Cito’s smiled, gulped and offered to gg Fa <" BVOONS.... -Ber4s: bidiiie i. ete pre B 
| keep Wald on for the extra week. So | wo Many Times . 2... 2cct cer -wecdePbeees 0506s *Si neue 
took a nice leap to 3,900. ‘now the nitery offers three bands | Whole World Is Singing ey | Se ee Pee Robbins 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). Newly remod- for three weeks, an unheard-ot prec- | You' 1] Always Be the One I Love....... oi Socelean pete é 00x Sinatra 
€led room took nice hunk of convention money this week; 5,100. edent | Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—*“Song of South”.............00+. .. Santly-Joy 
ss 2 








Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Excellent 3,600 covers. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; $1-$1.50). Snappy 3,100 tabs. 


The remaining 19 songs of the week, from the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks, 


PEDERSON FORMS NEW 











17 PIECE BAND IN L.A Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
: : ‘ * All By Mysel..... Si rseiase Berlin 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels Hollywood, Feb. 11. Another Night Like This TT ee eee ‘ E. B. Marks 
Chicago First new. sizable band formed Egg and I—?*“Egg and I” ........... avidee Miller 
Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500: $2-$2 50 min.). Fine 4,200. hereabouts in some time is the 17- > For You For Me Forever—* ‘Shocking Miss Pilgrim” bes Chappell 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650: $3.50 min.), Packed. piece combo which Tommy Pederson | Illusion .....---- +--+ -e+s-ee0ee: , ber, 
8 i 700: $2.! in.). Down little, but still socko | will front, under aegis of William It’s Dreamtime 6 ap ies halp-d co's 69 44 ee - .Santly-Joy 
saan Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min ’ Stosale: aininey, .. Padateuh, ex-BG, | pe % Morris 
-* " trong 19,000 first| TD and Charlie Barnet trombonist, | Love Is a Random Thing thn atin ee . .-Harms 
wan? Prem. (Aragen;' 90-4115 ede). Clgen DE sirens | will break in crew with several one- | My Heart Goes Crazy—?*"My Heart "Goes C razy er 
' ‘ j . ), last week of four- | niters around San Diego next week, Open the. Door, Richard..................+--. uchess 
magi ete bees ae ae Taos — — ithen go into Palladium on Feb. 24! That's Where I Came In ........0 6... 26.0000 00e: Robbins 
— or mica as Monday (offi-nite) crew, vice, This Time .. Fé and lek ik alewes ...Dorsey Bros. 
(Los Angeles) Vaughn Monroe. | Through a Thousand Dreams .... ' , — 
Stan Kenton (Avodon. B. Los Angeles, 2d wk). Okay 12,500, ease-off | Pederson has lined up flock of ex- , Uncle Remus Said—**Song of the South” , —_ 308 
after initial record frame. ; : name sidemen. including 88er Dodo , What Am I Gonna Do About You?... a pero 
Art Kassel (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 11th wk). Desi Arnaz crew shared|Marmarosa, Joe Trsicari, Mickey What More Can I Ask For. = aol mio eins 
three-day week-end and spurted biz to satisfactory 8.000. Mangano, Ollie Wilson, Willie! When Am I Going To Kiss You Good Morning. eee oie : 
Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 6th wk). Continued | Schwartz and Corky Corcoran. | Yes, Yes Homey ......-..--+-- +: +--+ sereercceserrc sens tee a 
Profit at 6,500 admishes. j Femme Billie Rogers will sit, in | You Can't See Sun When You’ re Cc rying : 
Dandy 20, ad-|fourth trumpet chair nd also handje | ——-— es 
Re ohn Menroe (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 2d wk). 4 ome mh fe Pp x | | y Fitmusicat,’ “*‘Legit Misicat 
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*F THEY'RE ALL ASKING FOR IT... 


—FEIST PUBLISHES iT] 


l 
| 
It’s that tune you heard in the French Cafe Scene in “The Razor's Edge” 








GORDON music by EDMUND GOULDING 





7 
MAM’SELLE 


. lyric by Mack Gordon © music by Edmund Goulding 
Theme from the French Cafe Scene in “The Razor's Edge’ 


Moderately Slow/ freely; 






































f0om someawhere someone be-ganto sing this ser-e-nade made for re-member-ing. 











Chorus, Moderately rie, (with feeling) 


























from the Studio 



















that Gave you 
























Copyright 1947 Twentieth Century Music Corporation, 
New York, N.Y, 


Rights Throughout the World Controlled by Leo Feist, Inc., 
New York, N. Y, 


J 





Millions of movie fans . . 


. artists .. . recording companies . . . disc 
jockeys . . . juke box ops .., have inquired about “that beautiful 
tune from the little French Cafe Scene in ‘The Razor's Edge’”’. 
MAM’SELLE is now offered in response to these many requests for the 
song. It is our next plug song, scheduled for all-out exploitation. 
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Music Notes 


Betty Hutton sliced first sides under new pact at Capitol Records over 





weekend....Johnny Clark first chirp signed by newly formed Coast label, | 


Whimsy. ...Harry, Bank, prez of recently formed Cardinal label, on Coast 
arranging western distribution....Ruth Wallis, nitery lark, signed by 


“My Favorite Brunette,” title ditty of ferthcoming film, for Capitol Rec- 
ords. Item is backed by “Beside You,” solo’d by Miss Lamour... .Lennie 
Hayton will be musical director on Metro's forthcoming “Good News” 


Johnny Mercer will vocalize on first two Benny Goodman releases under | 


Capitol Records’ banner... 


label. It is understood that Musicraft first tried to peddle masters to Jewel 
Records, to which Raeburn is under pact, but plattery prez Ben Pollack 
nixed....Ed Wolpin, gen. mgr. of Paramount and Famous pub firms, in 
Hollywood confabbing with Tubby Garron, Coast rep of companies 


Exclusive Records prepping a first album by Johnny Moore’s Thre 


Blazers. Bing Crosby sliced two new pops for Decca: ditto Dick Haymes, 
packed by Gordon Jenkins’ combo Hoagy Carmichael cut final sides 
for new album Decca will issue....Eli Oberstein, RCA-Victor veepee, 


back to N. Y. after week in Hollywood Julian Cailliet named musical 
arranger by Argosy Pictures—Buddy Baker, Exclusive Records’ musical 


director, re-signed to five-year paper....Los Angeles Musicians’ Local | 
47 toying with stunt of giving a piano-pouder, name of Harry S. Truman, 


an honorary membership card. 


Johnny Clark, film singer formerly under contract to producer Hunt 
Stromberg, inked recording and publishing pact with Whimsy, Ltd., newly 
organized Coast music firm....Vaughn Horton, writer of “Choo Choo Ch’ 
Boogie,” joined Continental Records as talent chief. Diskery has added a 
race and folk music dept. 





Musicraft shortly will release about 12 five-| 
year old masters of Boyd Raeburn band, which were waxed for old Guild | 


|was suggested by Bob 


Torme Lands a Plug 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


_Torme Lares rae | 20th-Fox’s $673,000 Buy-In on Metro 


Town,” with Jimmy Stewart and | 
Jane Bryan starring, will have a 
title song by Mel Torme. 

Pic was being cut when song was 
written and Riskin liked it enough 
to re-shoot a dance sequence for 


| Spotting of the song in body of film. 
Mills Music, Inc., as staff cleffer....Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour dueted | 





Al Comparte Vice 
Mac Green as Head 
Of Coast MPEE Unit 


Hollywood, Feb. 18 
Al Comparte is set to succecd 
MacGreen as western regional direc- 
tor for Music Publishers Contact 
Employees, having been chosen by 
1 vote of members for the first time 
instead of by the board of governors. 
who previously selected one from 
own group Switch in  ballotins 
Miller, 

national head of union now here 
Corparte was Coast chief of Lewis 
Music and held post for four years 
before resigning last spring. Miller 
at meeting of members gave report 


|of union condition and also revealed 
jhe collected $5,000 in advertiring 


from publishers here for program of 
MPCE show in May. 


Music Combine to Be Inked This Wk. 





Artur Rodzinski to Baton 
Chi Symph Vice Defauw 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Blow up that Artur Rodzinski had 
with the New York Philharmonic 
Symphony Board was followed this 
week with the announcement that 
he has been signed by the Chicago 
Symphony. He replaces Desire De- 
fauw who submitted his resignation 
last week and will leave after the 
season closes on April 28 

Rodzinski will be the second con- 
ductor since the death of Frederick 
Stock in 1943 He was conducto! 
in Los Angeles and Cleveland be- 
fore coming to New York 

Defauw to Montreal 
Montreal. Feb. 18. 

Tiff that resulted in the resigna- 
tion by Artur Rodzinski as con- 
ductor of the New York Philhar- 
monie Symphony had its echo in 
Montreal and Chicago Friday (7). 
Chi symph director, Desire Defauw, 
resigned to take over full time di- 
rectorship of Les Concerts Sym- 
phoniques here. 


* Twentieth-Fox’s buy-in on the 


Robbins-Metro music combine is ex- 
pected to be completed this week. 
Following a stockholders meeting in 
New York Monday (17), at which 
complete assent to the deal was 
given, 20th will pay Metro $673.900 


/ gross +¢$500,000 net), the same paid 


Jack Robbins last year for his 26°) 
slice of the Big 3. 
Deal will call for the publication 


by the Big 3 of all scores turned 
out for 20th films, with the exception, 
of course, of any written by riters 
under contraet to other publishing 
houses By the same token, the 
catalogs of Robbins, Miller.and Feist 
will be made available to 20th pro- 
auctions 
a 
Pastor to Col. Disks 

Tony Pastor was signed to a Co- 
lumbia Record contract last week, 
for five years with optiens. He'll 


make his first disks In New York in 
a few weeks, 

Pastor’s Cosmo agreement expired 
just before the company went into 


‘6B about a month ago 








"Haynes Sets Up On Coast | 


Don Haynes, manager of the Tex | 
Beneke-Glenn Miller orchestra, is 
moving himself and his family to 
Hollywood, April 1. He has bought 
a house in San Gabriel and expects 
to set up an office in space already 
acquired. His New York office will 
remain open, in charge of Tommy 
Shields. Haynes will commute when 
necessary. 

Arthur Michaud, manager of 
Tommy Dorsey, Ziggy Elman, et al, 
also shifted west several weeks 
back. 














| Have You Heard... 


| FRANKIE LAINE 
| (Mercury Record Ne. 5007) 
Singing 
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he Ballad of the Year 


THAT'S MY 
DESIRE 


‘MILLS MUSIC, INC. l 
1619 Broadway New Yerk 19 ||| 





























Sung by Deanna Durbin in |) - 
“VLL BE YOURS” 


a 
DREAMTIME 


SANTLY-JOY, Inc. 


TOMMY VALANDO 
Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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Because of Many Requests 
Copies Are Now Available 


Close The Door Dora! 
and : 
() Dwyer! 


By Clarence Gaskill, ASCAP 
c © Variety, New York 


‘BROADCASTERS, THE ARTISTS, THE RECORDING 
COMPANIES, THE TRANSCRIPTION FIRA 
‘DEALERS, THE MUSIC DISTRIBUTOR 
IN BUILDING THESE SUCCESSES. 


AS, THE COIN MACHINE 





x PERFORMANCE RIGHTS LICENSED EXCLUSIVELY BY BMI 


BROADCAST Music INC. New York - Chicago « Hollywood 


enasenul oes 


$ AND DEALERS, TO All WHO SHARED 
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...more than any other human being! 


HE voice of Bing Crosby probably has been heard by more 
people than the voice of any other human being who/ever 
lived. 

Why? What magic is there in one man’s song to make millions 
buy his phonograph records? 

We think it’s because the big, full, friendly voice of Bing 
Crosby is so unmistakably American. A voice that can laugh at 
America’s jokes . . . exult in America’s triumphs... ring out 
our faith and hope .. . whisper our love songs. 

It does things to you, this voice. You thrill to its vibrant power 
in ‘Ballad for Americans”... You chuckle when it asks “‘Who 
Threw the Overalls in Mrs. Murphy’s Chowder?” .., 
You drift into a pleasant kind of day dream when you 


hear ‘“Too-ra-loo-ra-loo-ral’’ in that warm, soft voice. 





You feel good inside when it sings “White Christmas”... and 
“Home on the Range’’ puts a faraway look in your eyes. 

It does things to you . . . takes you to Hawaii, the Cwboy country, 
the old South... to a dozen foreign lands! 

It never pretended to be a great voice in the operatic tradition, 


Yet it sings every song as if that song were the best one ever 
written. 


You never heard it go high-hat or formal. 

You've always been able to understand every word it sings. 

We're proud that Bing, like many another of your favorite 
entertainers, records exclusively for Decca. 

Because, you see, we've set ourselves to the task of 
bringing you the kind music you like best -- played 


and sung the way you like to hear it. 


} DECCA. RECORDS 
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On The Upbeat 


New York 


With last year’s hit song, “Laura” 
in mind, Harry Link is hot on a 
thing called “Mam’selle” made up of 
backgtound music from “Razor's 
Edge” by Edmund Goulding to 
which lyries were fitted by Mack 
Gordon ... Frank Dailey pretty well 
set with bands for his Meadowbrook. 
Louis Prima follows current Johnny 
Long for one week next Tuesday 
(25), then Ray McKinly for two (14), 
Eddy Howard, three; Gene Krupa, 


three; Stan Kenton, May 16, and 
Tex Beneke June 6 to 15... Chuck 
Foster held over again at New 


Yorker hotel until May 15... David 


bonds for Trilon label... . Lionel 
Hampton broke it up on Baltimore 
one-nighter last week, earning $6,325 
for his end. 


Hollywood 

Benny Goodman and Les Brown 
both have transferred into Local 47 
here as full members .. . Xavier 
Cugat starts four-week stand at 
Ciro’s, Feb. 28 . Jimmy Zito, 
former first trumpet with Les 
Brown, in throes of organizigg 11- 
piece crew here. Already set 
Brown's former arranger, Frank 
| Comstock, and ex-alto, George Wéid- 
ler, along with Benny 
erstwhile drummer, Lou 





Bellson .. 


Finn named general: sales manager | Boyd Raeburn pacted for Columbia 


of RCA-Victor disks . Shapiro- 
Bernstein took tune called “Freddy 
the Fish,” written by Rasa Bros., 
members of Fulton Fish Market 


Fishery Council .. . Elliot Lawrence | 


seems to be college date champ, 
having played 35 during past six 
months. 


Frankie Carle studying trombone | 
while at the Penn hotel, New York, | 


for his Own amazement ... Three 
Blazes ‘working one-nighters and 
theatres with Sy Oliver band, start- 
ing next month .. . Irving Tanz quit 


Encore’ Music after hassle with Herb | Mating with 


Levine over “Managua Nicaragua” 


Noro Morsles band into Copa, | combo 


Chi....Frankie Laine’s recording of 
“You're My Desire’ upsetting Phila- 
delphia....Billy Goodheart, former 
MCA N.Y. 


on periodic trip....Robbins 













LET’S PUT 
OUR DREAMS 
TOGETHER 


RECORDINGS 
‘Vietor: CHARLIE SPIVAK 
Celumbia: ELLIOTT LAWRENCE 
Diamond: 4D AN BROOKS 
— Other releases te follow — 
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head. and wife in N.Y. | Le Baron band now being handled 


Music | by 
snagged, “I Wonder, I Wonder,” a | Lester Young sextet 
Coast sleeper tune disked by Vaga- | N. Y. for jazz concert sponsored by | 
pinecones commornmamemegemeery | ()( 11! 


| 


| 
| 





E: | from 


| film short, following current stand 
| at Vanity Fair, N. Y Bill Stanton 
fined $100 by Musicians’ Local 47 for 

auditioning small sans 
pay at Hollywood A.C. Desi 
Arnaz today (Wed.) being lensed fo1 

| Colombia short. . . Spike Jones has 
new stage routine, “I’m Forever 
Blowing Bubble Gum” Dres 
| Broome band following Jack McVea 
j}into Red Feather nitery tomorrow 
| (Thurs.)... Joe Liggins’ crew closes 
jat Club Savoy Feb. 28 and trudges 
| cross-country via one-niters, culmi- 


eek at Anollo 
.pol 


his combo 


* sigts 
N. Y., April 11 
starts 


Pinky 
month stay at 


Breneman’s tomorrow 
here checking conditions’. . 


William Morris agency 


flew in from 


Jack McVea among others joining 


| in, 


‘Local 47 Thamhs L A. 


Jam Sessions for All 
Travelling Musicians 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

American Federation of Musicians 
rule bars members of traveling 
bands from participating in am 
sessions” except in musikers’ home 
territories last week stopped num- 
ber of sidemen in Stan Kenton’s 
crew, current at Avodon ballroom, 
appearing at a session at Billy 
Berg's nitery. Union, now in midst 
of campaign to thwart growing un- 
employment, figures by keeping 
travelers off jam dates an increase 
in working opportunities for local 
windjammers will result. 

Local 47 here ha§ started rigidly 
policing the jamming here at more 
than a dozen of the smaller niteries 
determined to see that scale is be- 
ing paid participants and that no 
more than scheduled number of mu- 
sicians sit in. Rule is that only num- 
ber of musikers regularly at a spot 
can be used simultaneously at a ses- 
sion. Niteries also must secure from 
Local ‘express permission to toss a 
session and only one weekly is al- 








PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP 





lowed. 

Local 47, will call in operators 
next week for a round-table discus- 
sion as to why union should not 
abolish jam sessions altogether. Sit- 
ting in with execs of 47 will be reps 
of Négro Musicians’ Local 767. 

Just about the only chance nitery 
ops are going to have in the discus- 
sion is to declare that sessions 
largely help their spots keep going 
and that if they are forced to drop 
them they may have to drop use of 
musicians altogether. Unions here, 
it is known, do recognize that jams 
measureably tilt the take in the tills 
in a number of smaller spots here. 


LOESSER SETS STAFF 
OF NEW MUSIC CO. 


Staff of the new Frank Loesser 
music publishing firm, to be called 
Susan Publications, is set in New 
York and Chicago. Murray Luth be- 
comes professional manager, shift- 
ing over from Paramount Music, 
Under him will be Bob Baumgart, 
moving in from Beverly Music, and 
Marvin Fisher, who comes in from 
the outside. Paul Salvatori will be 
in Chicago, Herb Reis in Hollywood. 
Outfit gets going March 1 under the 





mount-Famous general manager. 


Paramount Pictures and will exploit 
the tunes Loesser turns out for that 
company’s films. Deal calls for the 
entire setup to revert to his owner- 
ship after 10 years, including copy- 
rights, with no payoff to the film 
company. Its perhaps the first 
agreement of its kind. 





are | 


Goodman’s | 


Tomlin | 
Tom | 
wal ia 
| Elmer Hubbard, AFM traveling rep, 
. Eddie | 


Records’ . ehieftain Eddie | 
Mesner at Shrine aud Mon. (17). 
Woody Herman, Benny Goodman, 


supervision of Eddie Wolpin, Para- | 


Susan firm is being financed by | 


Maurice, Phillips In 
N. Y. for Several Wks. 


Peter Maurice, head of the London 
music publishing firm of that name, 
and Jimmy Phillips, general man- 
ager of Peter Maurice, Ltd., arrived 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday). 
They're here to review the Peter 
Maurice connection with Leeds Mu- 
sic and otherwise look over the 
U. S. music business. They'll stay 
several weeks. Billy Reid, writer of 
“The Gypsy,” and Dorothy Squires, 
his wife, is in the party. 

Leeds, under a deal completed last 
year, operates a Peter Maurice pub- 
lishing house in N. Y., while Mau- 
rice operates a Leeds, Ltd., in Eng- 
land. 





Granz Jazzique 
Boffs at Carnegie 


Norman. Granz’s first major per- 
formance of his “Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic” troupe at Carnegie Hall, 
New York, Saturday (15) evening 
| (his first last year was unimpor- 
tant), was indicative of many things. 


| Primarily, it seemed to prove that 
i the name swing-band business, 
which has taken quite a lacing in 
recent months, has nothing to worry 
about if (1) leaders cut their bands 


| to normal size; (2) its arrangers stop 
over-embroidering tunes to the 
| point where screaming brass chase 


.| patrons home, and (3) musicians get 


| some life into themselves. 

The crowd that jampacked Car- 
negie at $3 top to hear Granz’s 
} handful of star musicians (and some 


| who weren't stars, just good musi- | 


| clans) 
|one that ever graced a 
pop-music performance. Salutations 
'of friends among the aqdience rev- 
| erberated from balcony to orchestra 
| too often for a conservative guy’s 
comfort. It was like hot-dog time at 

Coney. But these kids made no 
| bones about their appreciation 
| the drive and musical zip of Buck 
| Clayton, trumpet; “Flip” Phillips, 
| tenor; Trummy Young, trombone; 

Willie Smith, alto; Kenny Kersey, 

piano; Benny Fonville, bass: Cole- 
| man Hawkins, tenor; Roy Eldredge, 
| trumpet, all sparked by 
| Rich’s tremendous drumming. Un- 
| derstand, it was the drive they went 
| for. Nobody said anything about the 
jazz. 

It's a safe bet that not a third of 
the approximately 5,000 attendees 
| knew what Willie Smith was doing 
with his alto on a slow-tempo “Tea 
For Two.” They didn’t seem half so 
interested in the brilliant ideas he 
poured out—with a rich tone and 
fluid technique as they were when 
the combo got riding. Then they 
lifted the roof off the Hall. And Rich 
was their beacon. It was he, appar- 
ently, who lured most of them. His 
| first and last solo break, during the 
semi-final, put them into a frenzy. 
And well it should have; his tre- 
mendous drive, rock-like beat and 
amazing speed are things to watch 
and hear. 

This concert should be a lesson to 
most name maestros just as it was.a 
personal triumph for Granz. His 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” isn’t 
jazz as most people define the word. 
His musicians play fine jazz _ solo, 
| but collectively, while they do have 
more freedom, they’re nothing but a 
group of musicians playing what 
after a few concerts can be called 
“head” arrangements with a 1947 
beat. But they make it plenty ex- 
citing. Which is all the kinds want 
and what they haven't been getting 
from nine out of 10 organized swing 
bands whose arrangers are too busy 
trying to outdo one another. 

In addition to Smith and Rich, the 
work of Buck Clayton on trumpet 
was outstanding, so was Ken Ker- 
sey’s piano, Coleman Hawkins, 
working in duet with Roy Eldredge, 
who had a split lip, proved his in- 
ternational reputation. Trummy 
Young's trombone, which is ever in- 


consistent, should have been left 
home. 

Lone femme in the troupe is 
Helen Humes, former Count Basie 





vocalist. She whammed in a trio of 
blues bits. Wood. 





'3 Suns to Have Jocks 
Disk From N. Y. Spot 


Three Suns are pulling a new 
| gimmick at the Piccadilly hotel, New 
York. They have arranged for vari- 
lous N. Y. disk jocks to do shows 
weekly from the room in which the 
trio is working. 

| Initial broadcast occurred Friday 
| 44) when Bea Wain 

‘Baruch guested. 





was perhaps the most unruly | 
Carnegie | 


for | 


Buddy | 


and weal 





‘Song Shark 


| Five Pubs Sue St. L. Nitery 


| For Song Infringement 
St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
Five New York music pubs, Sun, 
| Melrose, Shapiro-Bernstein, Harms 
Inc., and Williamson, last week 





| Slapped an infringement suit in the | 


United 
Tony 


States District Court on 
co-owners of the Club Plantation, a 
midtown nitery furnishing Negro 
entertainment for white trade 

Suit charges the use of five pop 
numbers, “You Always Hurt the One 
You Love,” “Five Minutes More.” 
On the Sunny Side o fthe Street,” 
“Gotta Be That” and “If I 
Loved You” without use of the copy- 
right owners and asks the court to 
enjoin further performance of the 
songs and to assess damages to “no 
less than $250" for each of the copy- 
right owners, 


’ 
his oOo! 





Interlochen Leader 
Hits Petrillo in Plea 
For Legislation Curb 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Petrillo, president of 
Federation of Musicians, 
described today (Tuesday) as 
an “unscrpulous labor dictator” 
i; by Joseph F: Maddy, president of the 
National Music Camp at Interlochen, 
Mich., whose bands were ruled off 
| the air by Petrillo. Maddy, who has 


James C 
American 
was 


nection with the row between him 
|and Petrillo, appeared before the 
|house committee on Education and 
llabor to urge legislation to curb the 


AFM leader. 

| Maddy presented a long state- 
iment of his battle over what he 
called “numerous repressive acts by 


Petrillo, president and dictator of 
the AFM.” National AFM conven- 
{tions have become mere rubber 
| stamp sessions, surrendering all 
powers to the president and dicta; 
tor,” said Maddy. 

| “Mr. Petrillo is protected to a 
|large degree in his tyranny by the 
|provisions of the law as it now 
| stands relating to labor practices. It 
|appears that through perversions of 
the intent of our laws it is possible 
|for ambitious labor leaders like 


| 
| 


|Petrillo to establish themselves as | 


|dictators over large sections of our | 


populace and to usurp powers even 


gress by the Constitution 
United States.” 


SAM FOX TO MARKET 
‘BRIGADOON’ SCORE 


Sam Fox music publishing com- 
| pany will market the score of 
| “Brigadoon,” new musical due soon 
‘in New York at the Ziegfeld theatre. 
Fox took the score after most ma- 
thew publishers had 

aversion to the terms laid down by 
Frederick Loew and Allan Lerner, 
'the writers, and producer Cheryl 
| Crawford. 











separate publishing house to exploit 
the tunes, the producer and writers 
to share in the profits. 

At those terms there weren't many 
takers among major publishers, and 
it was said last week that 
writers were going to publish the 
score themselves through their Loe- 
/ wall Music Co. Whether Fox met 
| the above terms is undisclosed. 
pS ________——_— 








Scapelli and Charles Bologna, | 


been thrown out of the AFM in con- | 


broader than those permitted Con- | 
of the) 


expressed an | 


Writers wanted a $5,000 | 
|} advance, plus the setting up of a} 


the | 


ASCAP Expels Publisher Under 


Onus; a Precedent 


+ Gordon Music Co., a Hollywood 
| pop publisher, has been expelled 
}from membership in the American 
'Society of Composers, Authors and 


|Publishers. Move by ASCAP is the 
first in history and is the first re- 
;sult ‘of the Society’s recently in- 
lstalled rule forbidding companies 
from using the name and seal of 
ASCAP in soliciting funds from 
amateur writers for publication of 
songs 


ASCAP feels that it is foremost 
in objecting to the activities of song 
sharks and to have one of its mem- 
bers involved in that field reflected 
upon its prestige and reputation. 
expulsion was recom- 
mended by the complaint committee 
and sustained by the director board. 


their 


Gordon's 





Distaff Plugging on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Mildred Cavanaugh is slated to be- 


come first femme songplugger on 
Coast. Over weekend she filed ap- 
plication fer membership in tune- 


touts union. She will plug for Capi- 
tol Songs, Inc., with which firm she 
jhas been doing secretarial work for 
;several years. Her husband, Dave 
Cavanaugh, is arranger for Bobby 
| Sherwood orch, 

There are femme pluggers in east 
and at least one in Chicago, but suf- 
frage is just beginning to seep into 
the biz here. 





| 
| 








MURRAY BAKER OF ROBBINS 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


| FEEL 
A SONG 
COMIN’ ON 


| Music aie 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 














| Don’t Wear Slacks 
| Pretty Baby 


New, Unusual Semi-Bounce Tune for 
Artists Who Want Something 
Different 


Female Version Pref. Copies 
Sheet Music 


| GORDON 
| MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


| 1686 Grand Concourse 
New York 57, WN. Y. 


LEWIS C. LEBISH 


Certified Public Accountant 
Attorney and Tax Consultant 


ANNOUNCES 


his offices ere new leceted et 


| 236 W. 55 St., New York 


Circle 5-5931-2 
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295,000 Shares 


Corporation 


Common Stock 


Price $1.00 per share 


WILLIS E. BURNSIDE & CO. 


Incorporated 


30 Pine Street, New York 5, N. Y. 


Recording 


Tele. NY 1-2243 
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Bill Prohibiting Kickback of Tips 


To Boss Worrying Concessionaires 


Nitery operators in New York 
state stand to lose up to $75,000 an- 
nually if the Wicks-Butler bill, for- 
bidding employees to kick back tips 
to employers becomes law. Bill in- 
troduced by Arthur Wicks, Kingston 
Republican, and William J. Butler, 
Republican of Buffalo, would pro- 
vide up to $1,000 fine and a year 
imprisonment, for firm or individual 
requiying the return of gratuities, 

The bill has already passed the 


Senate 41-0 and has been sent to the | 


Assembly Codes Committee. 
Measure would put concession- 
aires out of business, and conse- 
quently cafe Operators stand to lose 
considerable 


a portion of their 
revenue. Concession rentals, in 
many cases, means the difference 


between profit and loss, and in some 
instances, cafes have been able to 
survive only because of financial 
advances made by concessionaires. 
Loans from the concession firms 
have frequently tided over a shaky 
operation. 
However, the 
would come in 
nitery financing. 
able to open 


most severe loss 
the way of initial 
Many niteries were 
primarily because of 








Smart Guy 
Abe Ellis, one of the 
nitery concessionaires in the 
business, must realize the tre- 
mendous expense in checking 
hats in and out of cafes. 
He never wears one. 
nme mene = Nn age nana 


largest 








an advance from the concessionaire, 

Nitery owners were still unpre- 
pared to predict their course in the 
event the bill is passed. Some be- 
lieve they would have to run the 
cloakroom as a free service, while 
others feel that individuals could 
take over the concession, and make 
a raft of money out of it, as long as 
he had no employees. 

Would Deom Concessions 

Passage of the bill would mean 
the end of concessionairing firms, 
such as those operated by Abe Ellis 
‘and Osear Markewitch. Indicative of 
the money that has been made from 
concessions is seen by the fact that 
the Stork club operates its own 
cloakroom and derives double the 
amount that concessionaires offered. 
Sherman Billingsley .several years 
ago refused to lease the checking 
concession at $35,000. 

Ellis made sufficient dough out of 
checking fees to acquire the Man- 
hattan Centér, N. Y., and the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City. 

The Diamond Horseshoe, for ex- 
aimple, leases its checkroom, with the 
lessee paying a minimum advance of 
$55,000. Rest of the take is based on 
percentage of the tips. 

Insiders believe that the legisla- 
tion was aimed at the Longchamps 
chain of restaurants in New York, 
owner of which was recently con- 
victed of tax frauds. The Long- 
champs, chain runs its own conces- 
sions. Return is said to be $7,000 
weekly from coatrooms in its 12 
restaurants. 

N. Y. ops, however, are apathetic 
about the bill and haven't taken ac- 
tive steps to defeat the measure, 
despite the obvious loss of income if 
measure is passed. 


—— 


NTG Switches to MCA; 
Buys Off Fishman Pact 


Nils T. Granlund (NTG) has ad- 
justed contractual differences with 
Ed Fishman, Coast agent, and 


switched over to Music Corp, of 
America for representation. * 

Granlund signed a_ three-year 
exclusive representation contract 
with Fishman last October. After 
coming east some months ago to 
play an engagement at the Green- 
Wich Village Inn, N. Y., Granlund 
decided. he'd like to remain in the 
east, 


He took the matter of the contract 


Switch to American Guild of Variety 
Artists, which mediated the matter 
with Fishman, and an amicable ad- 
justment was made, 
lund buying back contract from 
Fishman for an undisglosed sum. 


Martha Raye’s D. C. Date’ 


Martha Raye has been signed for | 


the Club Cairo, Washington, starting 
April 7. 

Miss Raye has been set for $4,500 
plus overages when 


$18,000. . 


vriose 
gro 


through Gran- | 


reaches | 





Wanger Quits Walters 
To Open Chorine Agey. 


Afier five years as production 
head for the Lou Walters’ Latin 
Quarters, N. Y., and Palm Island, 


Fla., Wally Wanger steps out of that 
post Saturday (22) to open a chorus 
girl agency 





Wanger is forming a central cast- 
ing bureau for chorus and showgirls 
from which he hopes to supply 
femmes for nitery, legit, ballet and 
pix. It’s his idea not to charge the 

| chorus girls fees. but to have the 


| operators or producers pay a service 
} 
charge. 


| oe a et 


L. A. County Fair 
Postponed Again: 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
sixth 
Los Angeles 





| For the 
no 


be 
this 


there will 
County Fair 
| year, Event, largest of its kind 
the country, has been postponed | 
until September, 1948, and has not | 
been held since September, 1941. 
Extensive repairs are necessary 

before the Pomona site can 
opened. And since it has not yet 
been returned by the U. S. Army, 
which has occupied it since 
Fair execs see no chance of getting 
things in shape in time even if Army 
suddenfily indicates return. New dis- 
Play building alone will cost $750,- 
000. Old one was destroyed by fire. 
And grounds will require a $600,000 
restoration, it’s figured. 


La Conga, N. Y., Will 
Change Tag to Carousel 
When NTG Goes In 


Nils T. Granlund (NTG) is set to 
return to the same Broadway site 
where he had his longest run while | 
entertaining on the Stem, He's set | 
for La Conga, located on the spot 
of the old Club Frivolity, where NTG 
had a 63 week run in the late ‘30s. 

With NTG’s bow, La Conga will 
change tag to Club Carousel. Spot 
will install a 12-gal line, and is 
iseeking another name to run con- 
current with NTG. 

Granlund recently completed a 
irun at the Greenwich Village Inn, 
Mi Bs 


yeal 
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Park ans <3 St. Loo, 
Sets Shows Until June 


Crystal terrace of the Park Plaza 
hotel, St. Louis, has set talent until 
the middle of June. Lanny Ross 
has been signed to open there May 
23 or 30 for three weeks, while other 
pacts have been made for John 
Boles. opening Mar. 7; Dwight Fiske, 
| March 21; Evelyn Knight, April 11, 


|and the Di Gitanos, beginning May 





Hotel is part of the Koplar chain 
which also operates the Chase hotel 
in that town. Chase has set Dick 
Jurgen’s orch for March 7, to be 
followed by Barry Wood -and Patsy 
Kelly coupled with the Raymond 
Scott band, April 3. 


Calloway’s Strand, N. Y. 
Date Set Back to April 4 


Cab Calloway. originally slated to 
play the Strand theatre, N. Y., on 
current show, has been given a new 
date starting April 4. He's signed 
for three weeks and options. 

Calloway will follow run of Louis 
Prima, who starts March 7, 


| casdloreweesiant sR 


Tannen’s N. Y. Break 


Don Tannen due 











Comedian-singer 


| to get his first major New York 
| booking in July. at the Latin Quar- 
| ter nitery. 
| Tannen went on a the L.qQ. last | 
| week in a “guest” shot, and he was 
immediately approached for the 
|summer date. 
tal nadon 
| EDWARDS TO FB 

Nick Edwards, formerly in the | 


' eocktail dept 


Artists, has shifted to Frederick 
Bros. ; 

He'll work with Joe Marsolais and 
| Walter Bioom, 


in 
| 


be | 


1941, | 


| ing in New York, 


of Consolidated Radio | 


Sally Rand’s Gal Unit 
Set for Nitery Tour 


Sally Rand, fan dancer, has re- 
organized her all-gal unit for a tour 
of nitery dates, opening at the Pea- 
cock club, Jacksonville, Fla.. Feb. 
26. Other nitery dates are being 
set for the unit. 

Miss Rand posted cash security 
this week with American Guild of | 
Variety Artists to cover salaries and | 
transportation for the troupe. | 


Chi and Pitt, Like 


Fla. Bistros Talent 








Zanzibar, N. Y., Reopens 
On New Site Thurs. (20) | 


New Zanzibar cafe, N.Y., to be 
operated by Joe Howard and Carl 
Erbe, who run the nearby Vanity 
Fair, will open Thursday (20) with a 
layout topped by Mills Bros., and 








| | Eddie Heywood’s orch. Apus and | 

| Estralite, sepia dance turn, is the 

| Philly, Secedin , other act on the layout, while Dole 
Dickens will be the second band. 

New location is on the site of the 

defunct Ole South. Wid Widney 

rom at AGVA and Zeke Ruzicka, formerly con- | 

nected with the Ole South, will man- 


age the spot. 


Mayer Upped 


nationwide demand 
aistecen branches of the American | 
|Guild of Variety Artists for com- 
| plete local autonomy is in the works. 
| Sporadic meetings in the past week | 


by three 

















Splurge Lifesaver 


For Top Agcys.; Morris 3006 Listings 


+ Despite the pre-season talk of 

| slump in Florida bistros, current 10- 
| week season in the resort state has 
| produced some of the most lucrative 
| talent agency trade in years. The 
William Morris agency is estimated 
to have spotted around $300,000 worth 
}of talent during the current season. 
| This is said to be the greatest amount 
fever placed by any single agency 
lin Miami Beach and neighboring 
towns, 

Biggest break for the agency came 
with the cancellation of the Milton 
Berle booking at the Copaca 
Miami Beach. Although Berle 
|originally set at $12,500 plus over- 
when gross reached $50,000, the 
Morris office was able to supplant 
with more expensive talent. 
Two weeks of Danny Kaye at $20.- 
000 weekly, plus another two weeks 
of Mickey Rooney at $16,500, are the 





bana, 
" as 


ages 


him 


by the Chicago and Philadelphia | | biggest individual bookings by that 
| branches, with Pittsburgh slated to | agency. With those two names comes 
j}hold a confab today (Wed.) were arners | $77,000 worth of placements. 
| held, at which time the branches | Because of the huge Copa budgets, 
| threatened to break away from the | the neighboring Beachcomber was 
| parent union, unless they were sven | Harry Mayer, for many years|sim:..rly forced to shell out stra- 
the complete right to run their own vaude booker ‘for the Warner Bros. | tospheric salaries in order to entice 
| affairs ; houses, has been promoted to talent | names. That spot has used per- 
The Chicago meet. held without | ©!7ect?! in charge of eastern activi- |formers such as Sophie Tucker, 
the sanction of Jack Irving, Chicago | °** He'll be succeeded in former Martha Raye, Jackie Miles, often 
| executive secretary, demanded that | post by Milton Berger, of the Wil- using expensive supporting shows in 
they be governed by a constitution | 4@™ Morris agency band depart- | conjunction with the attractions. 
lof their own making, and be allowed | ™ent, who starts Monday (24) where | With Miss Tucker getting a reported 
a voice in the enactment of the na- | 2¢ ll work with Don Sherwood, who | $6,500, Miles at $2,500 and Martha 
| tional constitution. | assisted Mayer. Mayer will continue | Raye pacted for $5,500 the Morris 
—— | to supervise the booking office. office was able to account for an- 
| Philly Branch Seceding Mayer has been with Warner | other healthy slice of commissions. 
Philadelphia, Feb. Bros. for 20 years. Prior to that he | Other major break came with the 


18. : 3 
Philly members of the American | had been in the Keith-Albee book- 








Guild of Variety Artists last week ing dept. Mayer's new duties will 
| turned down ukase of national entail talent scouting in all enter- 
|AGVA that the Quaker City unit | tainment fields. Selma Brookov for 

. x : | 
take the status of a “branch” in line | the time being will work with | 
with union’s national policy. aeayer. 





At : ‘shi Berger joined the Morris agency 
S mouies of the memberdap, | last year after being with General 


it was voted that the group will re- | ; : 
main a “local” with its an auton- | Artists Corp. Prior to that, ne was 
omy and control of its own treasury | *8!stant to Harry Levine, Para- 
rather than come under the national | mount booker, and before that with | 
office of AGVA. the Jack Davies office. 

The action—a virtual 
of independence from 
group—was taken in 





genie j 
the parent 
what Execu- 


French Pay Concessions 





tive Secretary Dick Jones called “an Ea V d ° R i OK 

effort to allow the actors to have | ses all ers, OSSI 

}a@ voice in directing their own af- | ‘ 

fairs,” | $13,000 in 4, Montreal 
7ue toeal * the ee ee Part lifting of the ban on dollar 

Thursday (13) also adopted a con- | } hich , bl 

stitution and by-laws, with Jones | nar pe acy thy aan Riba egos 9 scary gee 


| pointing out that the national body 


was still sans constitution, operating 
|as an offshoot of the Associated Ac- | 
tors and Artistes of America, parent | 
lof theatrical unions. | 


| U.S. acts in France to send half their 
pay in dollars home, has had a prac- 
| tical as well as a goodwill effect. It 
| has helped to increase the number 
{of French artists (Lucienne Boyer, 








The Pittsburgh membership simi- Maurice Chevalier, Tino Ross! ene 
larly demanded complete autonomy others) coming to America, thinks 
P ’ ¥- | Felix Marouani, manager of Rossi. 


een !The French are keenly desirous of 
National AGVA Investigating getting their vaude and nitery stars 
When queried on what action, if | here, tor the prestige and money 
any, AGVA would take on the Philly ivalue inv olved, and are making ex- 
incident, Matt Shelvey, national | tra concessions to accomplish this. 
head of the union, stated he had not | Rossi, stage and revue singer, who 
been informed of the meeting or its | was here in 1937 for 20th-Fox but 
decision to secede from the union | didn't make a film, is now on his 
(Continued on page 46) first North American tour. Doing a 


JESSEL INSTALLED IN. |<," ,222 ana ‘cesicnt Sons 
ABSENTIA AS NVA PREZ 


ranging from “Besame Mucho” to 
George Jessel was officially in- 


| Schubert's “Ave Maria,” singer is 
booked for a month each in Canada, 

stalled as prexy of National Variety 

Artists at its annual election held in 


Argentina and Brazil, and some 
scattered South American dates. 

its clubrooms in New York Sunday 

night (16). Installation was made) 


Last week, in four performances in 
Montreal, at $2 top (plus tax), Rossi 

by proxy since Jessel’s duties as a 

20th-Fox producer prevented his be- 











grossed $13,263. Canadian tour calls 
for 50% of gross less taxes (which 
are 33°), with a $1,100 guarantee. 

Singer will visit N.Y. March 5-12, 
then take boat to B.A. where Radio 


Post is honorary and Jessel — Belgrano has booked him for radio | 
ceeds Lou Handin, N. Y. attorney, | ang stage appearances (two-a-day 
who held the presidency for 10 con- | 4), stage and two air appearances 
secutive years. Handin, however, weekly) at $5,000 a week, Rossi just 
was elected without opposition 10 | turned down a bid from Harry Fos- 
post of executive-secretary, which | 


: ter for joint concerts in London 

carries salary formerly allotted to 'with Larry Adler in April at $800 a 

him as president. an concert. Singer, who has made four | 

Six were elected to the oeare ot French films since the war, is due in 
governors for a term of three years | paris in July for another pix assign- | 

| to supplement a similar number that ment, but expects to be back in the 

had been elected to full terms a vear U.S. for his first playing dates in the 
a 











| ago. Latter includes Jack H. Boyle.) f21) william Morris agency is han- 
i} James O'Neill, Benny Walker, Joe dling him in U. S 
| Rose, Frank O'Connell and Juve} ing 
| Verdi. Board will appoint a new 
| treasurer to succeed O'Connell, in- * . . 
| cumbont. that post also having been Sepia Vauder in Memphis 
| made honorary sans remuneration. The W. C. Handy theatre, cur- 
| Annual benefit of the NVA has! rently under construction in Mem- 
| been set for April 20 at the Majestic, |phis, Tenn., will use Negro vaude 
|N. Y., with prexy Jessel as exec!, p ‘ 
| chairman of arrangements, alent when i. opens. 
EEE a eene ee Aine SE Chalmers Cullens, one of the op- 

’ . 'erators of the house, is expected 
'Keye Luke id Nitery Bow into New York shortly to line up 

Keye Luke, Chinese film player, | shows. Opening date isn't definite 

has been signed for his first N. Y. | vet, 
| cafe date at the China Doll, starting |” 
Monday (24). 

| Luke has been seen in the Charlie! Merb Shriner set for the Palmer 
i Chan and Dr. Kildare pix. , House, Chicago, starting April 17%. 


songs | 


| exclusive that George Wood has on 
the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla. 
| Because this cafe operates as the 
| adjunct to a casino, he’s able to 
pay above the recognized salaries. 
iIn the case of Joe E. Lewis, who 
| rarely oe a $5,000, Colonial is 
| paying $7,5 In addition, they've 
| set Florence “hadbens Jane Froman, 
| Minevitch Rascals and the Harry 
Cool and Dacita orchs. 

Other William Morris bookings in 
Miami and Miami Beach include 
Gracie Fields and Lanny Ross. at 
the Brook club; De Marcos at the 
Latin Quarter; Wences, Miriam 
La Velle, Kent Edwards, at the 
Colonial;*Susan Miller, Estelita and 
Carlos Ramirez at the Copacabana, 


‘Oat Stars Movin’ 
East for Vaude 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. | 

Vaude has_ shriveled up so 
thoroughly in the far west, even the 
western screen stars can't dig enough 
playing time to make a trek worth- 
while. As a consequence the sage- 
brushers are aheadin’ east—even to 
effete New England. 

Sunset Carson hits Rhode Island 
Thursday (20) with six weeks of 
one-niters already laid out for him. 
The former Republic star who next 
spring starts own indie productions 
heads an eight-person unit which 
| figures on grabbing $3,000 per week. 
All his dates are in New England. 

Eddie Dean, heading another unit, 

opens today an eight-week tour of 
| southern one-niters, through the 
| Carolinas, Georgia and Alabama. 
| His unit is geared at $2,000 per 
| week, 
| Max Terhune is here rounding up 
a covey of cowhands, yodelers and 
guitarists and shortly will head for 
ithe other side of the Mississippi. 
| These units, which are produced and 
poory by June Carr and Ron Or- 

mand, play only the smallest towns, 
spots which normally never see live 
entertainers, Each unit is geared to 
be able to put on a performance on 
an apron, as most of the houses 
touched do not even possess a stage. 

The playing time was unwrapped 
by the producers when they trekked 
girly shows through the territories 
| during the war, They queried the- 
atre owners on proposition of cow- 

boy stars, and now that the normal 
playing time has dried up out here 
in the real sagebrush country, the 
sombrero-wearers are eager to 
make the junkets. 

















New Icer for Center, Hub 
Boston, Feb. 18. 

Maribel Vinson and Guy Owen 
will spot a new ice show at the 
new Center theatre following cur- 
rent run of “A Flag Is Born.” 

Producing firm handling blader is 
Iceshows, Inc., and scenic effects will 
dene by Edward Gilbert. 
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Cops Slough 4 Montreal Niteries 
On Liquor Raps in New Vice Crusade 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 

Continued reform pressure claim- 
ing Montreal night spots are vio- 
lating liquor regulations as to hours, 
finally caused a series of raids by 
police Friday (14) that resulted in 
the suspension of four licenses. 

Raids occurred in the afternoon 
before many were open for business 
and included in the spots closed are 
the Val D’Or, the Tic ‘* *, Hawanian 
lounge, and a cafe in the northend 
ef the city. 


+ citillin xe 


| Aussie Vaude-Revue Unit 


| 


| In 1,100 Mile Air Hop 


Raids prompted other niteries, bars | 


and lounges to toe the mark as far 
as liquor regulations are concerned. 
It was feared at’ first that the 
licenses of these places were canh- 
celled, but it turned out they were 
merely suspended. It was stated of- 
ficially that these places would have 
their licenses and $150,000 of seized 
liqueur returned to them, but if they 
stepped out of line again it would 
go harder with them next time. 
Chief complaints against Montreal 
bistros, as voiced in a detailed pro- 
test last week to Premier Duplessis 
the Sacred Heart League, were 
local clubs and cailes 
harboring prosties and that 
laws were being violated. 
class spots protested the blanket 
charges. They said that although 
some of the lower class boites may 


by 
that were 
liquor 


Better 


{ 


be guilty of these charges. it did 
not apply to them. 
The issue continued to boil, and | 


last week, when morality officers | Saranac Lake. N. Y.. Feb. 18. 
went to the Val Dor vg pes. UP Ted Collins is building a camp 
alleged “characters,” they wer€| next to the Kate Smith place at 
hustled out of the joint by bouncers. | Lake Placid. 

Few days later coppers raided spot.| Robert Goldstein upped for pix | 


picked up some women and three 


of .the bouncers. 


























Vocal Act Signed To 
Metro for Five Years 
Never Warbled a Note 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Williams Bros., vocal quartet last 
‘week bowed out after five years 
under pact at Metro—after never 





Brisbane, Feb. 5. - 
Harry Wren, teamed with Will 
| Mahoney, will route a vaude-revue 


lunit headed by Tommy Trinder, 
| British comic, from here to Ade- 
laide, about 1,100 miles, via air. It’s 


| costly but it saves a lot of lost play- 
‘ing time. Understood that Trinder 
is copping $3,000 weekly for span 
under Wren-Mahoney on deal 
through the Tivoli loop. 

Bob Geraghty, Mahoney's forme! 
manager-partner, is planning a big 

setup here within the next 
weeks. 


stage 
iew 


Lyons’ U. S. Talent Hunt 


London, Feb. 13. 
English vaude agent Michael Lyons | 
sails for America Feb: 22 on the} 
Queen Elizabeth to scout around for 
medium-priced acts to tour England. | 
Lyons has carte blanche from 
various circuits and indie 
owners to book acts, guaranteeing 
them at least six weeks. He re- 
turns to England March 22. 


—— 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


|and visiting privileges. 
| Marilyn Shaw upped for all meals, 
| pix and mild exercise. 
| Mary Mason, legit actress, checked 








/ately after, the act signed with Uni- 


| singing 


theatre | 


having worked in a film, Immedi- 


versal-International and singers are 
slated to face cameras for first’ timie, 
two Johnny Green-Leo 
Robin . tunes’ in Deanna Durbin’s 


Night Club Reviews 


Cetillien Reom, N. ¥. 


ard sailor and girl terp 


routines 

ith the acroantics i . 

HOTEL PIERRE) he earning them 

Charles Reader, Jere McMahon, yt Regge Rape gf Cliff sings a 

Florence Zamora (with Nancy |hecey oo .and Yiddish songs, 

Zamora), Noble & King, Reader's Lin aa oy ma mages A standards, 

Orch (11), vocals. by Stanley Worth; ened gals, parade in some brief roy. 
Cass Harrison’s Latin Rhythms (5); B.S. Pull a bi fe 

$2 and $3 minimum. + we y and. his diminutive 


partner Gump come on for 

ond and late shows. Papees ae 
in to hear their blue insanities, One 
bit, a takeoff of the hoodlum pair 
in “The Killers” is standout in their 


routine, It’s clean and gets laughs 





Charles Reader is handling the 
Pierre’s entertainment in the Co- 
tillion Room with the same aplomb 
as did Stanley Melba, so long a fix- 
ture here. before him. Besides head- 





forthcoming “For the Love of Mary.” 
Foursome was drafted into Army 
in 1942 shortly after signing at Metro 
and since release from service the 
singers have just waited around. 


More Nitery Dates Set 
For Morton Downey 


Morton Downey. who closes at the | 
Wedgwood room, of the Waldortf- | 
Astoria hotel, N. Y., Saturday (22) 





| goes into the Town Casino, Buffalo, 


at $6,500 weekly March 10. He'll va- 
cation at Palm Beach until then. 
Downey. will follow with the 
Blackstone hotel, Chicago, March 
21, for four weeks and may go into 


the Latin Quarter, Boston. Boston 
date is indefinite so far inasmuch as 
he may have to play an old com- 


mitment at Ciro’s,. Hollywood, 


be- 
| fore hitting the Hub. 





Herald Trib Sponsoring 

| Georgie Price’s Concert 
Georgie Price, who’s giving a solo 
concert at Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 22, 


is being sponsored by the Herald 
Tribune Fresh Air Fund, 
Prize will offer impressions of 


showbiz biggies along with nostalgic 
reminiscenses of the theatre. 





Havana Seeks U. S. Acts 
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ao 

,none the less this personable violin- | 
| iste | 





ing up a tiptop terp combo of 11, oe Silvers and orch back 
Reader is an authoritative emcee as |S0W in top fashion and do okay 
he parades the class trio of turns, | £01 custome! dancing Lary. 
teeing off with Jere ae 4 a 

Leslie Howardish type of ballet tap- | : i 
ster. He effects a bhanee type of La Martinique. XN. Ye 
bolero jacket for his tight ballet cos- | Katherine Dunham Dancers (9) 
tuming, and a nice effect 1s the | with Sans Souci Singers (4), fea: 
|cigaret for the “Dancing in the/|turing Jean Leon Destine; Lillian 
Dark” opener which segues into a Roth, Ernie Stewart Orch, with: 
fancy rhumba arrangement. A; Daniel Mendelsohn; Marsal ino 
Latin-tempoed number is No. 2 and; Guerra Rhumba Orch; $3.50 min. ($5 
the finale is a sans-music taps! opening night (13). 

| demonstration, withal a neat inter- | bei 

lude. McMahon bespeaks his musi-| (Credit Dario and Jimmy, 


: Vernon, 

comedy background effectively. La Martinique’s bonifaces, with one 

Florence Zamora, concert violinist, | of the smartest moves in nitery biz 

aceompanied by sister Nancy Za-/ this year. With their business 

mora, utilizes silhouet lighting effec- | stumping. the duo took a chance in 
tively for her floor work. As done | 


. : 4 booking Katherine Dunham and her 
in the class Cotillion Room it makes | dancers into the room for {heir first 


for an effective front. Fortified by | nitery date. 

undeniable virtuosity, Miss Zamora’s Result is a boff shot in the arm 
“f%<, - je Tema ri . a “ . = a - : . meat 
Gypsy Makes Violin Cry, Es- | for the west side club. with opening 
trelita and a straight concert piece, | night's business (13) the best since 
are ideal routine for an environment! Danny Thomas last played La Mar- 


such as here. © Basically rostrum, 


tinique last summer. Miss Dunham, 
with her legit and concert following, 
is certain to attract the longhair 
cfientele that usually doesn’t venture 
Topliners are Harry Noble, Jr. and | west of Fifth. avenue, along with the 


Frances King. who bring back that 
time-honored, boy-girl, piano-bench 
routine for 


for a nice interlude in 


boites. 


makes 
smart 


room's regular customers, 


l so that biz 
| should continue to perk 


The sud r extra values = cafes. Dunham troupe, with Miss Dun- 
| he suggestion of yesteryear vaude- ham herself setting the pace, makes 
| ville routining ends there; their stuff| ine switch from legit to nitery 


|is modern in style and tempo. Noble | poards wi a ae 
a. : Ree : . ith ease, present 
is in white tie and tails, at the Stein-|59 minutes of ndiiie” scan 
Mics bn ger oe ye Phe to |Group, attired in highly-colorful cos- 
| ee ee Modish!y ac-} tumes, does two Wesi Indies num- 
| coutred, she makes a very personable | pers (their recognized forte) and 
| front as they play. their stuff straight | aiso three routines from Miss Dun- 
and hoke, with telling change of | (Continued on page 46) 
pace, such as a French lyric to “Lay | Dae 
































































































a“ ° ° | in for observation and rest. That Pistol Down abe,” peel a 
White Cowgirl Boots | Tom (IATSE) Curry mastered re- Havana theatres are angling for Wor rful World” ttiptop’ opener}. | 
| cent operation and resting nicely. American acts. Already signed is) “Ciel That "t Marry” Coie tee k 
D Charles Golden was given all-clear | Bobby Breen for the Campeamor, | jyyiec Strauss walt: ke. 
From Texas papers and planes to Florida to or- | with other acts in process of nego- Thee : yoy rd sey ane — re 
ganize his own orchestra iati | are ‘prime for the better boltes, 
Sam Schulman upped for meals | ee | are prime for the better boites. 
An ideal gift and mild exercise *| Theatres are expected to use tal-| Reader's “Warsaw Concerto” spe- 
Martha Scott planed in to visit her |®"t Playing Miami Beach niteries cialty is well done by his combo of 
husband. who is resting at the Bal- | 22d the Olympia theatre, Miami, be- | tng — een Seneh, eaayet, | 
/som cottage and doing OK, | cause of the saving in transportation | ee ge ane Saree Reader , 
| Moe Gould, Hugh Carney and | costs. | nating Cc 4 } arriog ehh Mee 
| John G. Binkley resting after recent | t ec = yrs atin & my 
Por majerettes, Sell teams, dude ranch. | | operations. NORSF SINGER JAILED | tion. highlighted by Harrison's ex. 
ere and sport wear. $16 postpaid any- Alice Dudley and Charles Dowe i | traordinary pianology Tarte eed STEVE EVANS 
where in the U.S.A. Personal checks re good reports. Stockholm, Jan. 30. Reader is Derking the aura of the | Offers NTS 
and money orders accepted. Girls’ and ions club put on a two-act musi- Cally Monrad, prominent Norwe- | Pierre with a line varie | JOL 
\adien’ sizes 3% te 10. Color: White. [| cal, “Headin’ for Hollywood” at the | gian. singer, charged with being a | oie. athe 4 "che a a nace oh peppy mn gk gpllenge ng 
and width or | | town hall to a SRO audience. Show | : atine ae , a Kelly ae POUARTER, Cla. Tor 2 
AM leather. State sine to a | N A aa & | rr | 
: ’ sali . | Nazi collaborator, was sentenced re- | Paula Kelly due in March 4; Dave |] LATIN QUARTER, Cin. for 2 Weeks 
send outline of foot. Immediate de- || was staged by Richard F. Stewart. | cently | Apollon April 1: Mati & Hari i | DIK: MATTY HOSEN 
livery ! | Proceeds will be donated to the milk | te 3. | 29 ith: D jovani “i i - , 
: Bex No.2t1 || fund of Day Nursery at the William!) Court sentenced her to a year in| Wet eo) ee eee 
Saks Shoe Store seastes, tex || Morris Memorial park. prison and forfeiture of her Nor-| "°° ‘0 pants : a 
ane (Write to these who are ill.) _ | wegian citizenship for 10 years. | “ ! 
| Kitty Davis’. Miami | 
ee Mitmi Beach, Feb. 15. | 
$$$ —— | Myron Cohen, Fisher & White. Ol- 
sen & Joy. Paddy Cliff, B. S. Pully | 
. : d 
/& H. S. Gump, Line (6), Johnny Sil- | 
vers Orch (7); $3-$4 min. F 
Probably the heaviest draw to | 
play this intimate room in receni | 
= | weeks, Myron Cohen, the dialec- | 
| topper, has been brought back by | HELENE and HOWARD 
pened oo and from opening 
‘night's heavy attendance. it looks , Denc ties’ 
— wg cm aged retains ability | ae he sies 
o lure them in, despite heavy com- | 
|petish around. Rest of show is an Adams Theatre, aaciatacss 
in and out affair. : 
Cohén turns in a stint which runs ee ee 
40 gage 2 5 packed with laugh- | ——_ 
| Setters. ; es eliminated _ stories | — 
at the which 5 prove offensive, though |] Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
| atis guy eretofore. via his ingrati- | * Draw from our Hbrary, one of the 
. 1% manner, hasn't raised any pro- | largest, comprehensive in 
ests on his versions of the garment | Showbiz: 
(center guys and gals eccentricities. || * 1947 Catalog ar 
| Announced fact that he spent many | oe wet ote eeterr 
years in that section, adds to au- | 4. & H. KLEINMAN 
thentic touch which forestalls any |] 25-31-K 30th Road, I. |. Oe 5 ™ 
such reaction. It adds up to a sock | Telephone: Acteria , 
NEW session for the payees, who GeO ——_— — 
YORK On pounding for more. ee wrecc | 
Fisher and White, are back with 
a much improved stint. Utilizing | 
| Fisher's funny pan to full extent. |‘ 
| the duo turn in some yock getting | 
ry |bits. Highlights of act are the ven- | # 
|}tro number with Fisher playing the | i 5 
dummy, a hypnotic sequence and | ? 
be platter-backgrounded takeoff on | 
Figaro.” Garnered heavy ause 
, | tor a begoff ae Se 
| _ Olsen and Joy turn in their stand- | 139 & S7te $t.. M. ¥.C. PL. 9-7470 
| ; SS ee 
} 
. I | MAXINE 
. L 
| 
management | Vv 
| 
winitans aatmedt Amecty | ILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 
ae | NOW (indefinitely) 
$s representative » : 
en aye oot | RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 
Personal M Direction: 
, ad ELOERT TERRY MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
4 ns? Spin * > 2 
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BARNEY JOSEPHSON’S 


¥, UPTOWN 


“The toast of the town ‘2e8 
sensational success , . . one of 
the world’s loveliest creatures 


- +. held a night club audience 
enthralled for a solid hour. An 


evening of sheer enchantment.” 


DANTON WALKER, 
Daily News 


“An entrancing creature 
cheered to the rafters.” 
LOUIS SOBOL, 
N. Y. Journal-American 


“Her . voice enchanting, un- 
changed, by the years.” 


LEONARD LYONS, 
N. Y. Post , 


7 > 2. 2 
) A rm 


k 20, N. Y- 
ller Plaza, New Yor 
ARTHUR LESSER 30 Rockefelle 
ment - | 
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La Martinique. N.Y. | 
ham’s recent legiter, “Bal Negre.” | 
Sensuous quality keynotes the stuff | 
and Miss Dunham's slow strips and | 
suggestive wiggles will have the | 
front-table bald pates craning their 
necks. Group isn’t hampered by the 
room’s comparatively small stage 
nor the lack of props for its revue- 
type show and the dancers get 1 | 
the same amazing leaps they did in | 
their concert work. | 

Baritone Jean Leon Destine and 
the Sans Souci Singers set the stage 
with a good presentation ol Haitian 
ceremonial songs in the longhair 
groove and then Miss Dunham takes 
over for her “Carnival Time 1D ; 
Brazil,” ably aided by male terpers 
Lenwood Morris and Vanoye Aikens. 
Miss D. sings the Brazilian lyrics 
in tempting style and then strips 
down to the bare necessities for a 
fast terping windup. Accustomed to 
working in a large theatre, the group 
has tailored its stuff for the smaller 





room, and the audience respond | 
heitily. a 
Show really clicks witi the 


“Negre” numbers, including “Blues,” | 
“Nostalgia” and “C'est Lui.” Singers 
get splendid harmony in “Nostalgia” 
with a medley of oldies, back- 
grounding a flash terp demorstra- 
tion of the turkey trot, bunny hug, 
etc., and spotting the number to sock 
applause, “C’est Lui” has Miss Dun- 
ham singing the lyrics in high school 
French with a Sans Souci back- 
ground. She and Aikens then do a 
siow and torrid dance, again ec- 
centuating the sensuous, earning the 
troupe a begoff. : 

Holdover Lillian Roth also garners 
top reception. Certainly not pos- 
sessed of a standout voice, she has 








Night Ciub Reviews 


Continued from page 44 


i the 


|every night of the week. 


| month have put the spot back on its | years, 


t 


and brings him back for repeated 
encores. 
Raymond Scott does a swell job 
in holding down the band spot and 
while interest in the band might 
have been secondary, Scott with his 
nifty musiciangay, scores. Maestro 
‘ans heavily on his own composli- 
demonstrated by most of the vets, + aa starting off. with “Power- 
which catches on with the audience. | poyse” followed by “18th Century 
After a couple of pops and parodies, ‘Drawing Room,” and “War Dance 
she encores with a medley of the for Wooden Indians.” | Music wise 
tunes she introduces, such as om ‘his playing is tops and he has muted 
You Sinners,” “If I Could Be Cold |his arranagements, without sacrific- 
You,” ete. Parody One but ing rhythm, so that he fills the 
Dead in the Market” is good, but) gance floor. 











that indefinable showbiz quality 





| 


holdover from the previous show. 
She has a new number in which she 
brings out a large hatrack loaded 
with costume hats, changing the 
dance to match each hat. A pretty 
girl, she also sings some and plays 
to the baldhead row. Mostly her 
numbers are routines she used a 
few years back when she was an off 
and on feature at the Troika, in- 
cluding a flower dance, Portuguese 
cymba ce, semi-acrobatic hula 
and a very peppy ean-can. All get 
over for solid response. 

Her presence indicates the drive 
being made by the Cairo to attract 





she does best with the torchies. Scott’s crew consists of four trom- 
Ernie Stewart's orch, with Daniel bones, four trumpets, five saxes 
Mendelsohn conducting for the Dun- | i+) three doubles on clarinet, and 


ham. part of the program, cenculll 'three rhythm. Arrangements are | 
—— nod ed Sates a Orch acme | strong on tenor sax and clat inet | 
show in outstanding st ali passages with minor  chording | 
bles for dancing with Marsa _ prominent. Doroths Collins. among | 
Guerra’s rhumba crew o_ the tops in band vocalists both in | 
“ieee &, ‘looks and voice, does nicely with | 

“Man I Love,” “Stormy Weather,” 


Jack Dempsey’'s. N. ¥. 
Korn Kobblers cover or 


minimum. 


and “Stuff Like That.” 

Line gals are okay in the parade 
numbers and Carl Marx continues 
with his panto antics Loop. 


(6): no 


Unbridled screwballism, with over 
tones of sly purpose, have earned for 
Korn Kobblers an_ enviable | 
country-wide following and, judging | 
from current business, it’s all pack- 
ing into Jack Dempsey’s emporium | George Givot. 
fter a 
four-year tenure at Roger's Corner,| Reviewing the Chez Ami in this 
the Kobblers, from whose format | town is almost like commenting on 
sprang the litter of corn “stylists,” | 4 civic institution. Phil Amigone and 
were imported into a sagging Demp- | Jack Grood have been turning them 
sey’s and within the space of 4) over in this spot for better than 20 
and it’s a tribute to their 
acumen that they continue to draw 





Chez Ami. Buffalo 
Buffalo, Feb. 5. 


— -- 


feet. 


Mary Jane Todd, Hudson & Share, 








SONIA CORTIS 


INTERNATIONAL 
SINGING STAR 





Opening February 24th 
KING EDWARD HOTEL 
TORONTO, CANADA 


Opening Merch ~ th 
TiC TOC CLUB 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 








| 





| than fair 


This cooperative group subsists of 
a special brand of corn that, if it 
were anything else, could be called 
smooth and polished in execution. 
They provide the Dempsey custom- 
ers with exactly what they're look- 
ing for; a hilarious evening. In- 
dividually versatile, these boys dou- 
ble on just about everything avail- 
able. Stan Fritts, emcee and driv- 





ing force, plays the tram and a fabu- 
los washboard rigged with auto- 


Morgan man, plays all reeds, strings, 
flute and ocarina; Charley Koenig’s 


| on the string bass and tuba: Howard 
| MacElroy, who harks back to Ben 


Pollack days, plays drums, cowbells, 
sirén and anything else that happens 
to be near; Marty Gold, ex-Ben 
Bernie, is on the pianv, and Mels 
Laakso on the trumpet. 
| Outfit has several specialties that 
jare regular laugh-getters, with a 
| takeoff of an old Chic Sale number 
|leading. Others bringing great re- 
| turns are “Casey Jones” and a grand 
| opry’ number. Beside this uncon- 
| scious satire on what passes for hill- 
| billy music, Kobblers play better 
Dixieland tailgate and 
throw in a dance tune on occasion, 
They're tops for this kind of en- 


tertainment Tomm. 





Panther Roem. (Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Raymond Scott Orch (6) 
| Dorothy Collins; Dusty ~ Fletcher, 
| Line (6), Carl Marx; $2-$3.50 min. 
Panther Room really snagged a 
neat package this week that packed 
the spot opening night. Dusty 
Fletcher and his “Open the Door, 
Richard” routine that has been 
standard with him for years, steals 
the show. 


Fletcher is essentially an old bur- 
lesque comic with his exaggerated 
shoes, battered top-hat, and rakish 
dress coat. From the minute he gets 
tossed out of an imaginary saloon 
and starts to wend his way home 
with a large ladder he corns it up 
plenty ; but it’s all commercial. Al- 


mobile horns; Eddie Grosso, ex-Russ | 


the town’s best trade as well as the 
usual contingent of visiting firemen. 


Always a legitimate operation, the | 


management has never stinted on 
the McCoy quality of the bar offer- 
ings or in the excellence of the 
cuisine. If the shows have not al- 
ways been on the five-star side, it 
seems to have been a shortage to 
which the paying customers have 
made no noticeable objection. 


Current show has a line of eight | 


girls backed by. Pat Van's perennial 
instrumental aggregation. Mary Jane 


| Todd, a standard chanteuse, sounds 
| over-loud for the 


house 
Hudson and Share are in for a turn 
of ballroom terping which turns out 


| to be pleasingly ac .obatic 


George Givot (New Acts) has 


been booked for a fortnight and is | 


additional 
Burton. 


being held 


stanza. 


over an 


Club Cairo. Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 12. 
Barry Wood, Patsy Kelly, Talia, 


| Line (6), Ted Alexander Duo,.Bob 
| Simpson Orch (7); min. $3 weekdays, | 
| $3.50 weekends. 


| The Cairo, which has been stead- 
| ily building since its opening here 


last fall, comes up with the best 


| show it has offered its customers | 
| thus far. Barry Wood and Patsy 
| Kelly work together smoothly to 


| offer a melange of slapstick. sweet 


with | music and enough.noise to blow the 


top off the jernt. 

| Wood comes on first and soon has 
| the gals at the tables oohing and 
ahing as he feeds them “Great Day,” 
“Only Girl in the World,” “Zip-a-dee- 
Do-Da,” “That Old Feeling” and “Be- 
gin the Beguine,” last an interesting 
arrangement. There was not a soft 
spot in Wood's performance when 
caught, and he pulled audience at- 
tention much better than is usually 
the case in this Sam Schianker bis- 
tro. 

From then on romance ends and 
party gets lively as Patsy Kelly 
comes on stage, meatier than in the 
old days but with the same rough- 
house tactics that have been so suc- 


acoustics. | 


cessful both on the stage and in pic- 
tures. Audience loves it as she 











ternate pleading and blustering to 





“Richard” has patrons im hysterics | fusses Wood and as they alternate 
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playing straight for each other’s 
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LOEW 
BOOKING 
AGENCY 





punch lines. 

Miss Kelly scores nicely with a 
calliope version of ‘Shortenin’ 
Bread,” and they wind up with a duet 
of “You're Terrif.” Act is one of 
the liveliest and hardest hitting that 
has-played a night spot here in some 
time. 

Talia, well known in these parts 
aS a single dancer specializing in 
| cymbal and hula numbers, is a 











imum, Continued from page 43 —— 





and therefore could not comment on 
situation until he had made proper 
investigation. 

From other sources it was learned 
that national AGVA, backed by the 


Four A’s, could resort to discip- 

GENERAL EXLEUTIVE @FFIECES linary measures against the Philly 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX branch by either taking over com- 
W. Aéeh $1. NLY.6. + Biyont 9-Fe00 pletely or declaring its stance an 
outlaw action: Union could also 

withdraw the branch's autonomy 


aNalea sida ‘ Lu AIL \ 


_ 





and place those involved on its un- 
fair list. Since AGVA is a migratory 
| union such action would mean that 
| members of the Philly group could 





|not be employed in theatres and 
| niteries with whom AGVA_ holds 
basic agreements. 

Several years ago there was a 


similar flareup by the Philly local 


AGVA stepped in, dissolved the lo- 
cal and took it over as a branch of 
the national! office. 





but this was adjusted when national | 


the former Troika clientele. This is 
further hinted by the fact that the 
Duncan sisters are Soon due to play 
here. Three or four years ago, they 
went for months without a break at 


ithe Troika, hangmg up a longevity 


record for that nitery. 

Ted Alexander and accompanist 
provide a vocal interlude during the 
dancing. The line, as usual, is niftily 
costumed. Lowe. 


Mayfair Room, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Feb. 12. 
Carl Brisson, Ramon Ramos Orch 
(10): $2.50-$3.50 min. 





Carl Brisson in his second appear- 
ance here in eight months does an 
hour show and could have stayed 
|longer without pulling for applause. 
| Danish singer uses all the tricks of 
|the stage to good advantage in this 
| swank spot. Carries his own techni- 
|cian for mike and lights and instead 
of depending on room lights creates 
lhis own effects which enhance his 
| stint. 
| After bouncing into the room to 
| “Hello, There” with personal inter- 
|polations for old friends, Brisson 
| sings a medley of hit tunes that he 
| has introduced ending with “Beer 
| Barrel Polka.” A new one for this 
| spot is “Nora” which doesn’t sound 
|as Irish as it might, but still sells. 
| Then he switches to sitting on top 
| of a chair and using a hand mike as 
| he sings a special, “The Manicurist.” 
| With a sudden switch in mood he 
| goes dramatic in “Memories of Old 
| Vienna” in a blue spot. For the 
| Danish contingent Brisson does a 
| folk song and has the audierice join- 
| ing in the refrain. After making the 
rounds of tables he discovered a 
newlywed couple and sang “Bells of 
| St. Mary” dedicated to them. Crowd 
|ate it up. Finishes with “Last Time 
iI Saw Paris” and “Little White 
| Gardenia” to terrif applause. His 
popularity and showmanship should 
— boff biz for this spot. 


Glass Hat. N. Y. 

(BELMONT PLAZA HOTEL) 
Radio Aces (3), Paul Sydell & 
Susie, Wendy Bishop, Ronnie & 
|Ray, Eddie Stone Orch (11): Min. 

| $2.50 weekdays; $3.50 Saturdays. 
Glass Hat currently has a standard 
vaude layout that’s plenty pleasing 
to the visiting-buyer and traveling- 
|salesmen trade which flocks to it. 


made to order for a boite like this. 
As a matter of fact, their swift and 
zeny routine is tailored to measure 
for any sprawling spot where knock- 
‘em-on-the-head humor is in order. 

Aces have a strong portfolio of 
special material, such as their take- 
offs on m.c.s and on musicals, and 
they know how to peddle the stuff. 
They never slow down in their 
screwy and raucous singing, mugging 
and gagging. 

Paul Sydell & Susie hold runner- 
up position, To say this dog act is a 
standard is to say everything, be- 
cause it hasn’t materially changed 
since originaily reviewed in VagieTy 
at the Orpheum, Brooklyn, in 1923. 
It’s far from the best of the man- 
and-dog routines, but to stay in busi- 
ness that long and work regularly, 
an act obviously has to have some- 
thing. Sydell works with three dif- 
ferent dogs, dancing with them and 
balaneing them. 

Otherwise, layout includes Wendy 
Bishop, who, as has been noted of 
singers before, has “a nice chassis, 
but not one wired for sound.” Blonde 
mixes pops and specialties for no 
particular results. Pretty much the 
same can be said of terpers Ronnie 
& Ray in the opening slot. Couple 
is cute and work hard in a series of 
| swift tap routines, but it doesn’t 
= = —, 
rch leader Eddie Stone is one 
| the Glass Hat’s major assets, Not 
| only does he m.c, in laugh-getting 
fashion, but he’s a personable guy 





who keeps the lads and lassies from * 


the hinterlands well - entertained 
with gags, special material and just 
plain joviality between shows. The 
orch’s okay for dancing, too. Herb. 





| which there are two big o) 
| originally 


| 
| 





Radio Aces (3) top the bill and are | 

















Yiddish Cafes In 
Mont’! Rivalry 


Montre: 
Mushrooming of Yiddien 18. 


in Montreal, combined wi niteries 
eral perking up of nightelub nese": 
brought about the inevithble: sera’ 
bling among bonifaces for the ew 
talent they can afford. est 
Big problem, the oper ; 
is that there are Aig quite enum, 
Yiddish cafe performers ugh 


t 
layouts week after week, Spotnet 


lS, were 
but have 
Thei; nut 
so have the tabs, 


steak houses 
brought in entertainment. 
has gone up, but 
which is $1 cover plus yo i . 
or supper, which is: a la prawn 
Suffrin’s and Sloppy Joe’s 
are the two main spots haven't their 
liquor licenses as yet, and if on 
have much more difficulty in gettin, 
them, it’s a question on how ‘tom 
they can keep going. Sloppy Joe's 
= ~ about 200 wri 
nightly and Suffrin’s about 4: 
with the nut increased up » fan 
weekly, they’re frankly worried, - 
Entertainment all along 
brought big reaction from the 
Suffrin’s, first to open, teed 
Jenny Goldstein, and has nov 
brought in Fraydele Oysher and 
Hymie Jacobson. Show is y ell-bal. 
anced and gives the payees the Just; 
Yiddish entertainment they want’ 
Miss Oysher clicks with a repertory 
of vocals in the Jewish vein. Revis. 
ters big in cantorial excerpts, com. 
ed and folk tunes. Jacobson also 
boffs "em with some ribald humor 
and special material which brings 
yocks and which is not too much on 
ag | oe side. 
oppy Joe's has the noted Yiddis 
stage vet, Aaron Lebedeff, Goniee 
the layout for the current parlay 
Also on the bill is Mickey Free. 
man, a_ fresh - looking, punching 
young comic whose borscht style is 
a natural for this spot. Freeman 
does the m.c.ing and paces the show 


which 


V as 
payees, 
ff with 


nicely. All he needs is some mate-“ 


rial, Zenith Sisters (2), warbler 
get okay hand with a varied selec. 
tion of pop and Yiddish tunes. 





for two shows - 





COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatrical: 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nes. } thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS” 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies fer $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


Ne €.0.D.’s on any material! if en 
route, alee send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
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Now 
in Lowe 1 
Month 
Palladium 
Theatre 
London 
——— ———— 
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Tayler, I other 
makes, slight!y used. We are 
forced to ineve and must s@Ql 
our stock at sacrifice prices. 
Also very geed line of Air- 
Plane luggage. 

SAVOY LUGGAGE SHOP 

60 KAST 59TH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
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of Song 
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New York 
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Roxy N. WV. 
Peter Lorre, Git Lamb, Evelyn 
Knight, Boy Foy; Pat Terry, Roxy- 
ites, Paul Ash House Orch; The 
king Miss Pilgrim” (20th-Fox) 
teviewed in Variety, Jan. 1, "47. 


mee ee 


oxy’s extremely flexible pol- 
uF oxen a wide latitude in the 
talent buying so that there isn’t 
too wide a difference in grosses no 
matter what the stage fare is. The 
current layout gives the impression 
of being a high budgeter, whereas 
lesser results have often been 
achieved with more expensive tal- 
ent. Withal, there’s plenty name 
value in a batch of acts cngee by 
eter Lorre, Gil Lamb and Evelyn 
Knight. : 

In addition there’s the further at- 
traction of tasty production with a 
colonnaded set that embellishes en- 
tire proceedings. 

Despite the fact 
adds up to an i 
there are some minor lapses in the 
presentation, Lorre, 
in a goodly share of the trade, gives 
a heavy declamation on Poe’s “Tell- 


that the 


eine. Biz with orch a howler. 
Guy has an easy delivery which 
adds to solid overall effect. 

ghtfingered Fred Roner offers 
smartly devised pickpocket iurn, 
with volunteers from aud the vic- 
tims, he Fantinos are socko with 
their aerial stunts get plenty of 
gasps with their arm-twists and 
spins in air. 

_Terpers Ruth and Billy Ambrose, 
nice looking pair, go over nicely 
with their dance routines. Les 
Rhode and house orch backs show 
in top styles. Biz good when caught. 

Lary. 





Siate, N. Y. 


Jansleys, Jackie Gleason, Terry 





show | 
entertaining total, | 


who’s pulling | 


Tale Heart” which, while excellently | 
livered and shows his thespic abil- | 
og | pace the layout. And Gleason is a 


ity, seems out of place with the gen- 
erally light tenor of the show. 
Nonetheless, the crowd shows re- 
spect for his ability and he’s away 
to a hearty salvo. Lorre, during 


Lawlor, Jerry Bergén with Elizabeth 
Walberg, Harrison & Fisher; “Till the 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G). 





Diversified and tightly played, 
current bill at the State is in the 
tradition of this theatre’s vaudeville 
heyday. Acrobatics, comedy, dzenc- 
ing, vocals and s.a. are here in 
reasonable amounts to insure good 
reception. 

Firstly, there’s Jackie Gleason to 


far cry from his 52d street days— | 


he’s that improved. His material is 


| something that needs nursing, per- 


haps, but the slimming fat boy has 


some of his shows, had been reading acquired a greater sense of deadpan 


from script, but at 


while he held the folio, he didn’t | 


have to refer to it. 


Other lapse came from Gil Lamb, | 


who had a time getting started, but 
once he went into his jitterbug rou- 
tine and his harmonica bit, he had 


| 


| 





smooth sailing, and similatly walks | 


off to healthy returns. 

Evelyn Knight, however, provides 
nifty song stanza. This well-groomed 
songstress, 
“Grandfather’s Clock,” “Lass With 
the Delicate Air,” both of which are 
closely identified with her and “Sep- 
tember Song” cuts the house down 
to her size. Miss Knight started in 
intime rooms, but demonstrates that 
she’s able to project in this huge 
theatre. 


Act lineup is completed by Boy | 


Foy, who recently played his first 
ostwar N. Y. date at the nearby 
,0ew's State. This diminutive uni- 
cyclist-juggler must share a secret 
with Fanny Ward. He still gives the 
extremely youthful appearance, de- 
spite the fact that when Variety first 
caught in at the Biltmore room, N-Y., 
in 1937, he had been around for 
sometime in other class spots. But 
he’s still doing a sock act that has 
class, speed and much visual inter- 
est. This British import, is probably 
the best act of his type around. 

The house production has the gals 
on skates to provide a good warmer- 
upper by executing the pinwheel 
routine. Aural aspects of this num- 
ber aren't neglected with Pat Terry, 
former singer with Bobby Byrnes 
orch, doing the production singing. 

Jose. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Feb. 16. 
Don Rice, Jacqueline Devine, 
Yvonne Moray, Marshall Bros. (2), 
Martez & Delita, Felice Iula House 





Or (12); “Song of the South” 
(RKO). 
Better than average layout is 


sparked by Don Rice as a flip work- 
ing emcee and legitimate spot holder 
on his own. Comic has developed 
considerably since last around and 
shows promise of more ambitious 
possibilities on stuff revealed cur- 
rently. Opening is allotted to Martez 
and Delita, mixed acro dancing duo 
working to synchronized musical 
background of Latin-American tunes. 
Punch out flashy and effective terps. 

_¥vonne Moray, pint-sized comedy 
singer, deuce, handles vocals of “Old 
Man Mose,” “I’m a Big Girl Now” 
and an impression of Jimmy Du- 
rante. Makes good spot for Marshall 
Brothers, duo of personable mimics 
who give out with two-way work- 
ings of the familiars but in swift 
and telling sequence for socko re- 
sults, 

‘Winner of a recent 
Singing Contest” here, Jacqueline 
Devine holds down a_ niche of 
Straight singing in which she de- 
livers “Zipa-De-Do-Dah,” “Sonata” 
and “See You in My Dreams,” all 
in pleasing voice and well received. 
Rice closes with effective clowning 
and audience bits abetted by couple 
of plants. Has a sure way with a 
£ag and sells for maximum effect. 

iz okay. Burm, 


“Al Jolson 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Feb. 14. 
Yvette, Johnny Morgan, Fred 
Roner, Ruth & Billy Ambrose, 4 
Fantinos, Les Rhode House Orch; 
Perfect Marriage” (Par). 





Olympia show this week is up to) 


Standard, making solid entertain- 
ment for the payees. 


Toplining is Yvette, in from the 


rook club and making the switch | 


from swank to pop in smooth man- 
ner, Looks good and gets hearty 
response with her well balanced 
stint which embraces neat variety 
with “J’Attandrai” and “Doin’ What 
Comes Natur’lly” standouts. Had to 
bevoff. 

Johnny Morgan mixes some new 
and tried material into laugh-build- 
ing session which garners heavy 


with the renditions of | 


} to in 
vaude in 


show caught, | delivery. Additionally, he knows his 
way around a stage and can handle | 


himself under any conditions. 
The Jansleys, 
many years at the State, and in 
general, open the layout 
with their always-click foot-balanc- 
ing. 
Terry Lawlor is another frequent 


| State repeat with her vocalisthenics, 


and the red-head still knows how to 
reach the mass type of audience. 
Jerry Bergen, the pint-sized 
comic, garners plenty of laughs with 
his violin nonsense, in which he’s 


of the standby routines of vaude, a 
guy “confused” by a busty, sexy- 
looking dame. 


maintain the sharp pace of the show 
with their satirical ballroom stuff. 
Kahn, 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 14. 
Ciro Rimac Orch, Joan Edwards, 
Arthur Blake, 3 Nonchalants; “Wick- 





|ed Lady” (U). 


| 
| 
| 


| 
j 





Nifty layout full of color, variety, 
and good personalities. Joan Ed- 
wards holds the ace spot and well, 


but supporting show contributes to | 


the overall favorable impression it 
makes on audience. 

Ciro Rimac orch turns out sharp 
rhumba rhythm and offers good as- 
sortment of entertainers for the first 
half of the show. Alzira Camargo 
warbles “Tico Tico,” “Upa, Upa” 
and others with appropriate mani- 
festations of physical inquietude, 
and there are various dance and 
trumpet specialties by Charley Boy, 
Rinita, Mechita and Belem _ inter- 
polated. Adds up to lively session 
and draws loud applause. 

Miss Edwards wows from walkon 
with her looks and holds them with 
her song stanza, She opens with 
“Sooner or Later,” and follows with 
“Zip -a-De-Do- Dah,” “Buttermilk 
Sky,” a Gus Edwards medley, and 
“Atchison, Topeka ‘and Santa Fe.” 
Makes additional friends by being 
unostentatious and friendly, but her 
singing voice, clean enunciation and 
warm presentation are the basis of 
her sock performance. 

Arthur Blake _ impersonations, 
ranging from Bette Davis through 
Hildegarde, Louella Parsons, Car- 
men Miranda, Hepburn, Stewart, 
Laughton, etc., wow the customers. 
Three Nonchalants, acros who kid 
' themselves, also well received. Elie. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 14. 
| Charlie Barnet Orch with Billy 
| Usher; Rex Stewart; Anne Russell; 
| Bunny Riggs, Steve Evans; “Sweet- 
heart of Sigma Chi” (Mono). 








Bill this week headlines Charlie 
Barnet and his orchestra, and pre- 
sents entertaining vaude show. 

Best part as far as Barnet is con- 
cerned comes at end of stint with his 
medley of five numbers that have 
proved popular during his career. 

Barnet also fronts band and 
chimes in on sax and clarinet in 
opening number, “The Sergeant Was 


timental Reasons.” Billy Usher's vo- 
cals are pleasant, but far from socko, 
in medley of “Pretending,” “Mood 
Indigo,” “I Only Have. Eyes For 
You” and “Without Love.” 

Ann Russell, a looker in a blue 
evening gown, pleases the cus- 
tomers with her comedy singing. 
Her best numbers are “I’m Gonna 
Love That Guy,” in which she does 
impreshes of Mae West and Kathe- 
rine Hepburn. Her takeoff on Hilde- 
garde is also hilarious. 





Bunny Riggs, sepia youngster, 
clicks with tap routine. 
comic, goes over 


solidly with imitations of a drunk, 
'a melodrama monster, and various 
'types of audience laughter, the lat- 


} 
| Steve Evans, 
| 
| bell-ringer with the 


ter the biggest 
patrons. ; 
Rex Stewart, cornetist, steps down 
from his stand to do a comedy 
specialty of the talking cornet, which 
garners plenty laughs. Shal. 


as they have for | 


assisted by Elizabeth Walberg in one | 


Harrison and Fisher continue to | 


Shy,” plus “Caravan” and “For Sen- | 


Strand, N. Y. 
Claude Thornhill Orch (19) with 


Fran Warren; Jane & Adam Di- 
Gatano, Bob Hopkins, Martha 
Vickers, Alan Hale; “That Way 


About Women” (WB); reviewed in 
current issue. 








Stage show at the Strand, coupled 
to “That Way About Women” and 
built around Claude Thornhill’s post- 
| war band, is an immensely satisfying 
| bit of business for perhaps 40 min- 
| utes—then it falls flat on its personal 
| appearances and everyone connected 
{with it gets hurt. Hollywood just 


| 


|hasn’t learned yet that for a film | 


personality just to show his or her 
| kisser, etc.. on a New York vaude 
| stage is no longer enough. They 
gotta do something. Alan Hale 
learned that painfully this showing 
| when four straight gags didn’t get a 
| ripple. 

It’s unfortunate that the p.a. busi- 
ness had to close this show. Thorn- 
hill and Adam and Jane DiGatano 

'do such a thoroughly great job for 
the first half. Ever 
launched his own outfit back before 
the war, Thornhill’s style and musi- 
cal excellence has been aching to 
break through to top public accept- 
ance. And if enough people could 
see him work at the Strand that 
would do for him what that one 
recording he has been missing by a 


|plish. His is a fine band, made su- 
perlative by the ability of the leader 
himself. His artistry is threaded 
through the overall performance so 
nicely that it sews the first half into 
a tight pattern of nifty entertain- 
| ment. 

Thornhill uses no tricks of the 
type that theatre men have for some- 
time been urging for stage bands. 
His is straight music, intelligently 
paced, judiciously selected from 
among past Columbia _ recordings, 
| pops and standards, and performed 
in manner that proved 
brass, two french horn, five sax, four 
| rhythm set up a great musical or- 
| ganization. 
| Show opens with the band behind 
a scrim, a spinning recording proj- 
| ected on the latter. From there on 
|such things as “Love Tales,” “Anni- 
versary Song.” “Grieg’s Concerto,” 
“Oh But I Do” and many others hit 
the jackpot. Thornhill relieves the 
pace midway with a piano interlude, 
| backed by rhythm only, that could 
| be labelled a Thornhill interpreta- 





ition of Frankie Carle. And _ it’s 
| swell. 
| Fran Warren, vocalist with the 


| band. works up front. She does an 
| excellent job on “I Get the Blues 
| When It Rains,” “Sentimental Rca- 


” “ 


sons, Sunday Kind of Love.” but 
overstays her leave with “Coffee 
| Song,” a faded piece not done too | 
| well. 


The DiGatanos are a dance team 
that has made quite a mark during 
|the past’ few years. They haven’t 
yet approached the level they even- 
tually will reach. Two routines suf- 
ficed to get them over big with this 
audience, the second of which, done 
to “Begin the Beguine” is an un- 
usually exciting pattern. While the 
male half does a fine job, it’s his 
partner who solidifies the act. Her 
graceful twists and twirls, plus nifty 
costuming and the fine points the 
latter covers makes the act a shoo- 
in. She uses her gams when they’re 
off the floor like Danny Kaye uses 
his hands. 

Bob Hopkins, a Coast comedian, 
supplies the laughs. His delivery in- 
dicates a good future and his vocal 
takeoffs of various stars are almost 
all extremely accurate—but that 
material won’t get him far. He broke 
eggs here like a short-order cook and 
didn’t convince the crowd he was 
funny until his finale bit, built 
around a laughing drunk accom- 
panying a rendition of “Holiday for 
Strings.” It's a comical piece of 
business and got him off nicely. 

Martha Vickers, who’s in the 
|Strand’s current film, along with 
| Hale, leads the p.a. parade. She has 
Hopkins to help, but succeeds in do- 
| ing nothing .but looking pretty. Her 
contribution is a dull three or four 
| minutes of conversation. Hale fol- 
| lows, alone and also with Hopkins’ 
help and gets nowhere fast. 

At this showing Dave Clark 
made a brief p.a. (he did one at 
opening and last show). He handles 
himself well onstage and seems to 
| have a solid grip on femmes. They 
squeal like Sinatrafans. Wood. 


Capitol, Wash. 
: Washington, Feb. 14. 
Eddie Hanley, 5 Grays, Amory 
Bros. (4), Gaudsmith Bros. (2): 
|““Lady in Lake” (M-G) 

















Show at Capitol this week fairly 
routine, offering no headliners, but 
nevertheless pleasant fare, well 
paced, and with enough appeal to 
sustain interest. 

Best audience response goes to 
Gaudsmith brothers in their zany 
acro-dog act. Rotund dialect comics 
|get plenty laughs and approval in 
|their familiar routine of playing 
| stooges to a pair of French poodles. 
| Sophisticated, sleek appearance of 
animals make effective contrast to 
baggy pants comics, and climax of 
act, a pyramid building stunt, is 
hilariously slapstick. 

Amory brothers, 
first time, rate attention in a novel 
harmonizing routine. Vocalising is 
good, arrangements different, 
act still needs plenty polishing be- 


jfore it can be rated tops. Brothers 


since he first | 


hairbreadth could and would accom- | 


the eight 


seen here for | 


but | 


LORETTA 
Acre-Dance 
|6 Mins. 

| Bal Tabarin, N. Y. 

| Loretta Miller has much to learn 
in way of routining so that act would 
| go in the smarter boites. Straight 
| terping is subdued in favor of the 
| acro work, and it’s in the latter that 
|she has to formulate a few more 
antics and body designs if she’s to 
| go in for the higher-priced jobs. 
She makes a nice appearance on 


MILLER 





\the floor, but doesn’t attempt to | 


| project personality. Further experi- 
| ence and reroutining should make 
her commercially acceptable. 

Jose. 





depend too much on mugging and 
| leg work which detracts from their 


piping. Customers register ap- 
proval, and, with a little class | 
added, team has sock possibilities. 
Get best returns on a negro spirit- 
ual, “Who Built the Ark?” 


Eddie Hanley, veteran comic, has 
doffed his burlesque togs and added 
|some new material for a 
pleasing comedy routine. Act is 
|spotty and overlong. Hanley still 
has plenty on the ball, but should 
stick to the panto, which, he does 
| best. Nitery number, ‘Sloppy 
| Joe’s”, in which comic works with 
|a rangy femme assistant, isn’t worth 
ithe effort. On the other hand, his 
|finale, a takeoff on femme foibles, 
clicks and gets a real rise from the 
customers, 


Five Grays, terp and warbling 
team of four gals and lad, make a 
colorful curtain raiser in a varied | 
land fast act. Working in various 


|combos, team does everything from | 


|precision work through folk danc- 
ing, winding up with a good West- 
;ern number. Lowe. 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Feb. 13. 
Alvino Rey Orch (16), Olga San 
| Juan, The Blue Reys, Jimmy Joyce, 
i Jo Ann Ryan, Johnny Woods, Pryde 
& Day; “Dangerous Money” (Mono). 


In first postwar appearance in this 
spot, Alvino Rey and his hot guitar 
lare finding the going tough. Audi- 
| ence at opening (13) more or less 

sat on its hands, returns being far 
below the excitement drummed up 
on pre-war visits. Rey has found 
| nothing to replace his uproarious 


|old bit, “Tiger Rag,” as bellowed | 


| out: via electric lute. Sole number 
approaching it in reception in cur- 
rent offering is a brace of airs, “My 
Buddy” and “My Bonnie Lies Over 
ithe Ocean,” oldies made palatable 
|by electronic trickery combining 
voices with warm plectrum stuff. 

Most of the band contribs lack 
sparkle. “Guitar Boogie” has a mo- 
notony of approach, and the open- 
ers, “Blue Ray” and “I Found a 
New Baby” make little impression. 
Jimmy Joyce, baritone, does okay 
with “Night and Dry” and joins 
with Blue Reys in “Huggin’ and 
Chalkin’.”. Jo Ann Ryan _ purrs 
| through “O But I Do” and “Among 
My Souvenirs.” 

Olga San Juan, lassie with the 
| snapping black eyes and unexpect- 
| edly blond hair, goes Caribbean in 
a big way in “Bim Bam Boom,” 





new bit she has added to her act. 
She’s solid but could stand better 
routining. 

Pryde and Day have a funny, jug- 
gling turn, and Johnny Woods does 
imitations of famous folk, mostly 
satirical, ran. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Duke Ellington Orch, Peck & Peck, 
| Howell & Bowser, Fred Douglas, Al 
| Hibbler, Marion Cox, Kay Davis; 
|“Secrets of a Sorority Girl” (PRC). 














| Fronting a _ sprightly hour-long 
| show, affable Duke Ellington is a 
polished emcee and keeps things 
moving at a smart pace at Harlem’s 
flagship where the wickets whirled 
merrily opening night Friday (14). 
Band, comprising seven brass, five 
reed and four rhythm, tees off with 
a fast “Jes’ You, Jes’ Me.” 

Peck & Peck, fast comic knock- 
about turn, builds up a slow motion 
| fistic bout for fair returns. How- 
ever, routine’s drawn out too much 
and could stand tightening. Tall 
songstress Marion Cox chirps an ac- 
ceptable “St. Louis Blues.” 

llington shines on the _ ivories 
with “Happy-Go-Lucky Local” and 
lis followed by Kay Davis, who's 
|fetchingly attired in a print gown 
| with bare midriff. Warbles “Minne- 
j}haha” and “Brown *Penny” from 
| Ellington’s “Beggar's Holiday” in a 
| haunting delivery. Trumpeter Ray 
| Nance comes off the 
| comic vocal of “Just Squeeze Me But 
| Please Don’t Tease Me.” 





Spotted midway in show, Howell | jection. 
& Bowser run through a fast line of | edges 
Former pleasingly vocals “De- | larly a 


| gags. t ’ 
| lovely” and “Honey.” Boys close to 
i strong mitting. Fred Douglas mixes 
up some magic along with fast step- 
| ping while keeping up running line 
of patter with Ellington. 

| With a voice capable of extreme 
range, Al Hibbler shows it to advan- 
tage in piping “All That's Left of 
Me.” “Don’t Take Your Love From 
Me.” Also scores in the blues num- 
ber, 
'You Are My Meat.” 


stand for 4|} 


mildly | 


New Acts 


GEORGE GIVOT 
Comedy 

20 Mins, 

| Chez Ami, Buffalo, N. Y. 
To a showmanship which has been 
| well known to theatre and night- 
; club habitues for 25 yeurs, George 
| Givot is currently adding a surpris- 
| ing new talent—a fine singing voice. 
| Always a smooth performer as 
monologist and raconteur, this new 
| ingredient should place him in front 
| rank for consideration as a singing 
star for stage or screen. 

| Incidentally, the story of his vocal 
| ambitions, nursed by him for many 
| years, is one of amazing persever- 
} ance in the pursuit of the illusive 
| will-o-the-wisp of successful 


voice- 
training. Givot’s current routine, 
which is marked for the first time 


by emphasis on vocalization, con- 
tinues to include a number of clicko 
stories, segued by his. standard 
Greek-ambassador mimicry, for 
which he has been chiefly recognized 
through the years. Both continue to 
be surefire for old and new patron- 
age. The fact that Givot still is able 
to put it across for top returns, even 
in the face of rowdy over-exhilara- 
tion from the customers as marked 
the performance caught, marks him 
again as a fine showman. 

Latter part of the routine is given 
over to straight singing in which 
he uncovers a voice of surprising 
range, tonality and volume. He de- 
| livers several ballads for an excel- 
lent reception and closes with “Glory 
Road,” which had the customers in 
bravos when caught. 

Givot’s new talent marks him as 
an excellent bet for musical comedy 
j and pictures, or perhaps even the 
| operatic boards. A generation ago, 
| with the assistance of Hammerstein 
pere, Orville Harold, fresh from the 
| ranks of a vaudeville quartet, made 
| the Metropolitan roster. So why not, 
perhaps, Givot? Burton. 


| BEVERLY BEVAN 
| Songs 


| 14 Mins. 


| 


jin the Antipodes. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


i Trail, N. Y. 


_ Beverly Bevan, a recent Austra- 
lian importation, provides ample 
compensation for another Sawdust 


Trail regular, Ella Shields, who re- 
cently departed to-do a vaude tour 
They’re reminis- 
cent of each other in many respects. 
Miss Bevan is a genuine Downun- 
derite, while Miss Shields, an Amer- 
ican, had to work British territory 
to get a rep. Miss Shields carved a 
niche for herself with “Burlington 
Bertie” while her successor is able 
to ride a crest with the Australian 
fave “Waltzing Mathilda.” 

Miss Bevan makes her appearance 
garbed in tails and topper, but vo- 
cally she’s sufficiently feminine. 
She’s got an able, robust music-hall 


| delivery which reaches the farthest 





“Cuba,” “Babalu” and “Asi Asi,” a! 


reaches of.this long room. 

Her numbers are the beerstube 
variety, sentimental and melodic, 
and makes nice background for 
downing suds. They’re also condu- 
cive to the customer's chipping in 
vocally. In all she’s ideally suited 
for this spot—to the extent that it’s 
hard to imagine her in other type 
rooms. Jose. 


_— 


WEELA GALLEZ 
Songs 
30 Mins, 
George Washington Hotel, N. Y. 
This is Weela Gallez’s first date in 
New York after successful stands in 
most of the midwestern key spots 
and the attractive blonde singer had 
her work cut out for her here. Doro- 
thy Ross, her predecessor, stayed at 
this intimate room for four-and-a- 
half years doing a similar act, mean- 
ing the  boite’s steady clientele 
adopted the “show me” attitude for 
Miss Gallez. And she’ll make good. 
Gal sings ultra-sophisticated dit- 
ties, a la Dwight Fiske, working at a 
piano with a small hand-mike. Ma- 
terial, most of which she writes her- 
self, is sotko stuff, drawing a steady 








| 


| 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


' 


round of snickers from the appre- 
ciative audience. She has good de- 
livery. punctuating the songs with 
suitable facial expressions, and she’s 
learned the secret of projecting her 
personality across the room. She 
mixes several standard tunes with 
her special stuff for a nice change of 
pace, but her parodies, like “I Wan- 
na Be in Winchell’s Column,” get 
best results. 

Miss Gallez currently works un- 
der bright lights at the room. She'd 
do better with a baby spot and the 
room's lamps dimmed. Stal. 


DAVE COLLIER 
Songs 

9 Mins. 

Bal Tabarin, N. Y. 

Dave Collier presents a full-blown 
bary that has volume, a high degree 
of melody and a good savvy in pro- 

There are still some rough 
in his presentation, particu- 
too pronounced tremolo, 
which while giving fullness, detracts 
from the essential quality of his 
pipes. That fault, however, is easily 


corrected, 


In this spot, Collier takes no 


‘chances with his numbers, they're 


all familiar faves, such as “Night 
and Day.” “Vagabond Song” and 
“Yours Is My Heart Alone.” Good 
for the family trade. He hasn't the 


“You're Fat and 40, But Lady | finesse of a polished emcee, He's es- 
‘sentially: a singer. ; 


Jose. 
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Picture Grosses 


——aan Continued from page 16 
SAN FRANCISCO at Loew’s Capitol looks only aver- 
_ page. 
sequences” with Ralph Edwards. Fine 
$30,000. Last week, “Mighty McGurk” | 
(RKO) (2d wk) plus vaude headed | “Lady in Lake” (M-G), plus vaude. 
by Wally Brown and Eileen Barton, | Average $26,000, despite crix’ kudos. 
only $19,000. Last week, “Secret Heart” (M-G) 
Orpheam (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55-| (24 wk), oke $23,000. 
85)—"Temptation” (U). Pleasing| Celumbia (Loew's) (1.263; 44-70) 
29,000 or near. Last week, “Johnny | “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th), 








Estimates fer This Week 


“Clock” (Col) (3d wk), fair $11,000.| (94 run). Nice $9,000. Last week, 
Paramount (FWC) (2.646; 55-85)— “Razor's Edge” (20th) (2d wk) 
“San Quentin” (RKO). Socko $18,500 | (m.o.), good $9,000. 
in 4 days. Last week, “Show-Off Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—Hu- 


(M-G) (24 wk), okay $17,500. moresque” (WB) (2d wk). Tapered 


Stagedeor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80 | off to $18,000 after a strong $24,000 
to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (2\st) first week. 
wk). Husky $6,500. Last week, about Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
same. i “Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (2d wk). 

State (FWC) (2,133; 55-85)—“13 | Town's boxoffice champ for second | 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (m.o.). Nice| week at big $23,000 after opening 
$7,000. Last week, very good $12,500.) with socko $26,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207; Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$ ..40)— | 


55-85 )—“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) (2d 


wk). Down to $9,000. Last week, fair- | ing strong at $6,000, which is slightly 





Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 44-80) — 


“Henry V” (UA) (15th wk). Still go- | 


lem of finding toppers for every 
show. 

Other houses are shopping around 
for angles, but little has come up as 
et. 
: However, one problem for theatre 
bookers has been solved since the 
war, Return of many performers 
from the services is responsible for 
eliminating the headache of obtain- 
ing surrounding talent. In fact, 
salaries have fallen to some degree 
in that field. But any savings in that 
direction now goes into the buying 
of headliners. 














| Fox-Heineman 








Continued from page 3 


high as $10,000,000 for the English. 
Johnston also expressed no opposition 


i 
} 


pix being screened in this country. | 


Implication was that it would pre- 
vent other nations from instituting 
trade barriers against U. S. films.) 


it «iwi eee 
arfie — es 1 S y man cited “Wic y” as an in- 
“wp: ds Roll By” (M-G). Great Metrepolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70) | : te: : 

a |—Saratoga Trunk” (WB) (reissue). will play, he said, in 


$37,500. Last week, “Man I Love” 





“ : avs | Nic EF for return stint. st |the entire National Theatres, War- | 

(we) - wh), Hae mS Sve. | week, "Blue Skies” ya ‘an a ners and Loew’s circuits. Between | 
| about same. Loew's and RKO, the film has)| 

‘ce bad’ T S 24 000 | Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-70)— | blanketed all situations covered by | 
Sm errif ; ; | “Cross My Heart” (Par). Sad $14,000 | those circuits, the sales topper de- 
for 6 days. Moves out Feb. 19 to |cjared. Moreover, such Paramount 


Prov: ‘Loved You’ Sock 


make room for “Beginning or End’ 
(M-G). Last week, 


Andy Hardy” 


stance. Pic 


partners as Lucas & ' Jenkins, and 
| Wilby-Kincy circuits have signed for 


$$ 





(P) 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 19 





Numerals in connection with bills belew indicate opening day of shew 


whether full er split weck 


Paramount ; 


Lett in renthesis indicate circuit: (f) I 
eee (i) "Worese 


BKO; (W) Wa 


Variety Bills 


+ (L) Leew; 





NEW YORK CITy 
Capitel (L) 26 
Kaihbryn Grayson 
Johnnie Johnston 
Nat Brandywine O 
P Franks & Janyce 
Paul Regan 

Music Hall (1) 20 
Patricia Bowman 





to a substantial amount of foreign | 





Charities Laskey 

Gil Maison 

| Rebert Marshall 

T & F Vatilett 
Corps de Ballet 

| Reckeites 

; Sym Ore 
Paramount (f) 19 

Ceotie Williams B 

| Klla Fitzgerald 

Ink Spots 

Tip. Tap & Toe 

iStump & Stumpy 

Koxy (i) 18 

| Peter Lorre 

Gil Lamb 

Rey Key 

at Terry 

Evelyn Kaight 
State (LL) 20 

Richard Himber 

4 Amery Bros 

Diana Herrs 

Gaudsmith Bros 
Strand (W) 21 

Claude Thornhill O 

| The DiGatanos 

} Alan Hale 

Martha Vickers 


oO 





| Dana & 


Glenn 
Tex 


HARTFORD 
State (1) 21-23 


Joan Edwards 
Johnny 
Jonnny 


Bothwell 

Burke 

Martez & LDelita 
HOLYORE 


Valley Arena (1) 23 


Les Elgart Ore 
Tory & Wing 
Jack Deleon 
{three io fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Tewer (1) 21 
Hamlin & «lark 
Lyles 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 
Lane & (Claire 
Cardenas 
Pat Hill Co 
jack MetC'oy 
John Boles 
NEWARE 
Adams ()) 
Miller 
Beneke 
Helene & Howard 
Leon Fields 


NEW BEDFORD 


21 
Ore 


Balias Sq (1) 20-22 


Fiske & Trama 
Ducat & Kaye 
Duke Norman 
Ernestine Mercer 
NEWRBURGH 
Ritz (PP) 25 only 
Johnny Long Bd 


oO 


leoland 
Milt Britton Ore 


Jack Howard 
Machite Ore 
Johnny Rodriquez 
Pupil Campo Ore 
La Martinique 
K Dunham Ders 
Lillian Roth 
Ernie Stuart Ore 
latin Qaartes 
A Lee Simpkins 
Archie Rebbins 
rrancis & Grey 
Chandra Kaly 
(raddoc ks 
Chic Gladke 
4 Esquires 


P Whiteman Jr Or 
la 


Ders 





Hotel Pp 
Noble & Kienre 
— McMahon 

erence Zan 
Chas Reader Ore 
Cass Harrison Ore 

Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Hal Kanner Ore 
Monte Orc 
Hotel Koesevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 

Hotel Taft 

incent Lopez 
Waldorf- Asterta? 
Jane Pickens 
Russell Swan 
Emil Coleman 
Mischa Borr on 
Regers Corner 


——ae | 
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226, Mar | Love 16G (M-@- 816.000. 


Providence, Feb. 18. 
It’s a smash week here currently. 
“Jolson Story.” in fourth week at 
Strand, is still going strong. “Sinbad 


the Sailor” at RKO Albee is hot. —— 


Loew’s State’s “I've Always Loved 
You” and Majestic's “The Man I 
Love” also are peppy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200; 44-65) — 
“Sinbad the Sailer” (RKO) ( 
“High School Hero” (RKO). Terri- 
fic $24,000. Last week, “It’s Wonder- | 
ful Life’ (RKO) (3d wk), grand 
$17,000. | 
Cariten (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 44-65) | 
—“Beast With Five Fingers” (WB) | 
and “Gas House Kids” (WB). First- | 
run is nice $7,000. Last week, “Time, 
Place. Girl” (WB) (3d downtown 
week), happy $5,500. : 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Little 
Giant” (U) 


“Darling Clementine” (20th) (reis- 
sue) and vaude, good $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Mr. Hex” 
(Meno). Strong $16,000. Last week. 
“The Verdict” (WB) and “Wife 
Wanted” (WB), $14,009. 

Metrepolitan (Snider) (3,100; 55- 
85)—“Affairs of Geraldine” (Rep) 
and Vivian Blaine and Sam Dona- 
hue orch on stage for three-day 
weekend run. Very nice $8500. Last 
week, “Pariner’s in Time” (Mono) 
and Gene Krupa orch on stage for 
weekend, $9,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Al- 
ways Loved You” (Rep) and “Alias 
Mr. Twilight” (Col). Snappy $22,000. 
Last week, “Strange Woman” (UA) 
and “Singing in Cern” (M-G); very 
nice $23,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—“Jolson Siory” (Col) (4th wk) be- 


an Monday. Third week was sock | 


15,000 after $16,500 on second. 


‘Lady’-Vaude 266, D. C.; 





‘Life’ Rousing 236, 2d 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
Mid-town biz generally is on the 
dull side currently. Only “It’s a 
Wonderful Life,” at RKO Keith's, is 
standout. Despite terrific praise 


from lecal crix, “Lady in the Lake” 








British Blizzards 


zards and cold, all relatively rare 
here, have marred the present thea- 
trical season by producing all sorts 
of motorbus breakdowns and log- 
jams. Transport being difficult 
enough at best, people have been 
staying home in droves from cinemas 
and music halls. 

As an example Cornwall, most 
southerly county, had a foot of snow 
first time anything like it had hap- 


ithe film, while preliminary negotia- 





remaining eight hitting the list just , 
for 


and them closely, there are four or five | 
just starting which show promises of | 


and vaude on stage. | ‘ | 
Fairly healthy $7,500. Last week, |sales in the field indicate the pub- |'¢2S0n to believe that it won't con- | 


| tre, Chicago, in which he drew $79,- 


‘as Kathryn Grayson, Johnnie John- | 
|Ston, Martha Vickers, Alan Hale and 





Sheet Music 


and there's no doubt that we'll 
Centinued from page 1 


tions are under way with Interstate. 

“We've already playdates for 240 

itry 

=—aem|have the rest before ‘Wicked Lady 
the Cleveland territory alone, we've 
just put through a deal for the film 
to run day-and-date in 33 situations, 
opening March 13. The upshot is 
that we'll have a minimum of 9,000 


contracts before we're through. 
Same Rental Terms 








the ride, 


In addition to the long list of tunes | 
riding high and the others chasing | 


big sales. Such items as Leeds’ | 
“Heartaches,” Mayfair's “Linda” aid | : . 
Chappell’. “How Are _ Things In | asserted, “a British picture is no 
Glocca Morra” are opening up. jharder or easier to book than its 

Bandsmen and nitery owners who | American equivalent. Moreover, we 
watch music sales are also heartened | &°t the same rental terms. We, there- 
by the upturn. They watch such | fore, deny that there’s any discrim- 
trends on the theory that music 2 


ination. In fact, we've gotten sym- 
bought by “surplus” money, and that | Pathetic cooperation and there's no 


| tinue,” 
“Actually,” Fox continued, “many 
the 


lic’s appetite for entertainment. 








ithere is a scattering of exhibitors 
| whose previous unhappy experience 
| with British films make them a bit 
ishy. But they -have told us they 
would give us an opportunity to 
prove the films’ worth without ad- 





um, Continued from page 1 


000 for two weeks. 
Currently in the Breadway de- | 
luxers are such picture personalities | 


| fectly satisfied with that attitude.” 


“Take ‘Henry, V,’ for instance, 
Peter Lorre, who, for one reason 


(or another — usually as a pre-film | distributor, United Artists, $100,285,” 
| booking trailer or hypo—are being U's veepee said. “To my knowledge, 
weer at their regular picture no other picture with the possite 


exception of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
| Benny, as an independent opera- 
tor, can be between-pictures at will. 
Benny, as a vaude veteran, incident- 
ally, is expected to teach some of 
the present and past Hollfwood Jam- 
misters about doing a real stage act 
instead, as is the case of at least one 
current filmer, literally reading his 
script in front of the audience. An- 


we anticipate a $100,000 total.” 
/other turn currently on Broadway 





out of the 559 key runs in this coun- 


“Contrary to common belief,” Fox | 


| exhibitors are delighted with 
; jnew style of picture and its fresh | 
Jack Benny $ 406 jideas and presentation. It’s true) 
| 


vance commitments and we're per- | 


which in Boston alone has netted the 


ever took in that much in one house 
in that city. In New York, so far, 
the film has already netted over 
$280,000 with all expenses, including 
advertising, deducted first. Another 
example is ‘Brief Encounter,’ which 
is playing in the Little Carnegie. Its 
New York take is $75,000 now and 


Bob Hopkins Buddy Lester 
BRONX Joan Edwards 
Windsor (1) 22-23 | Lewis & Van 
'Jim Wenge Troupe PATEKSON 
|} Eleanor Bowers Majestic (1) 20-23 
| Nancy B Diamond [| Goenzaies 2 
j} Lee Milla & Powers | pick Berk 
| Al Norman Frolickers 
BROOKLYN lew Nelson 
| Flatbush (f) 22-23 }g.atasha & Laur'ce 
Stan Irwin j -2 
3 Arnauts Mergan Sis 
| Paul Gary Robert Baxter 
i Morris & Ryan Warner & Cole 
Ramona lang Pierre Cartier 





QUEENS 
amaica (1) 20-22 
|Cowan Tramp Bd 


Ferdinand the 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 20 





|} Olympic Girls Larry Daniels 

| Pave & Garry Pryde & Daye 

| Sally Massalle The Chesterfields 
| 


McNallie Sis Vernon & Draper 


Bull 











WHITSON BROS. 


New Ptaying 
HOTEL EDGEWATER BEACH 
Chieage 
4 WEEKS 
Direction: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
1501 Breadway, New York 

















AKRON 


| Palace (1) 
Clvde Mct‘evy Ore 


Marle (W) 21 
Jl. & M Caites 
Nenchalapis 


20-23 


| Michael O'Shea Jazz Philharmonic 

| Siby! Bowan READING 

|Kay Moore Rr ae Ln a 

,as .oerie re 

i BALTIMORE Don Rice 

Hippedrome (1) 21 | Yvonne Moray 

Roberts S & White ROCKFORD 

Frank Cook Palace (1) 21 

Artie Dann Phil & Bonnie 

| Bill Johnson Colleans, O Donnell 
Sinte (1) 20-22 & Smith 

| Dolly Bart Sieepy Williams & 

Higgins & Haves Father 

Vrofesser Cheer bon Batdon 

Wilfred-Mae 3 J & A Wooley 


Renee Revelle 


2 
58-26 Paul Walker Orc 


linda & Revel 
I> & lL Raymond 


Daresco's 
Russ (Clark 
SPRINGFIELD 


Boston (KR) 26 
Lionel Hampton O 
Reds & Curley 
Chocolateers 

BOUND BROOK 
Breek (1) 22-23 


The Bricklayers 
Connie Sawyer 
Bud Sweeney 


Bob Crosby Bd 
_Kddie fie 
Dunhills 


Towers (1) 21-23 
Morgan Sis 








jis so embarrassing they say even 
| their agents are blushing. 
| Attitude of theatre operators for 
marly years on percentage deals was, 
/as expressed ‘sy one executive, | 
“We refuse to make partners of | ings of Walt Disney Productions by 
' actors.” 
Since the war and the waning in- 
terest in bands, vaude bookers have | shares of RKO common while re- 
been hard pressed, not only because taining a balance of 929,020 shares 
of the name scarcity, but because of | 
the fact that et a top name | *"4 337,612 
has made up his mind to do a series | $1,000,096. : : 
‘of personals, it’s only been for a| Atlas still remains the largest 
| limited time. stockholder in RKO despite the siz- 
| The fact that a circuit might have able unloading of common stock. 
the only theatre in the territory | : , ; 
traveled is no guarantee that the | holding company continues 


headliner will play that house, inas- | » 
much as every circuit will put in jof that company. 


Odlum’s Holdings 


Centinued from page 11 





valued at $256,055. During the 


stock options 


to be 


Large sales of 


That day has apparently | @¢quiring $308,500 series “A” bonds 
| Same six months, Atlas sold 400,000 
with a year end price of $14,399,810 


at | 


Odlium said in his report. Moreover, | 


‘actively identified with the affairs | 


Pierre Cartier 
Lavere & Handman 


Town Criers 


WASHINGTON 


Chicago (Pf) 21 
Martin Bros 
Dean Murphy 


Chadwicks 
Heward (1) 21 


Regal (P) 21 Ducat & Kaye 





Count Basie Bd RnR & M Norman 
Son & Sonny Tlbuke Norman 
| Coie & Poke Reb Eberty 





Shorts Davis Adams & Vaughn 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Don Corev (ielden Gate (RB) 19 
Mara & Maurice | [7anns Kaye 
co ; 
BOSTON 


Court Sq (1) 20-23 


Bud Carell & Rosa | The Bandiields 

Pablo Frank Conville Co 

Peggy Parvot Fred Jenel 

Rogers Wright TOLEDO 
CAMDEN Paraman’t (V) 21-23 


Sammy White Capitel (1) 26 
| The Diacoffs 4 Moroccans 
CHICAGO Sarah Ann McCabe 
Jerry Bergen | 


: Duke Ellington © 
Connee Boswell ow : 
Gum G@) 9 | oem, © Bowen 
Dick Jurgens Orc Freddy Douglas 
Uy Reeves WOONSOCKET 
3 Glenns New Park (1) 23 





Cabaret Bills 











NEW YORK CITY 


Wanger Line Don Baker 
leon & Eddie's Kapua 
Jackie Whalan Dutch Adler 
Sonny King Alomas Hawaiians 
3 Parks a 4 nanteurs 
Carmen Monio arry Bros Ore 
4 Macks oe Kuban Bien 
Sherry Britton Marais & Miranda 
Art Waner Ore eed ay Gaines 
tloria King 
Monte. Carle Cedric Waliace 8 
Dick Gasparre O Leonard Eliott 
Roberte 4 Notes 
Mava Ore Versaliies 
Bomaatan Bernard Bros 
Jackie Phillips Bob Grant Ore 
Sadie Banks Vanchitoe Ore 
Nina Dover Village Vanguaré 
Joe La Porte Ore Maxine Sullivan 
ti'wich Village inn |? Fiames 
Phil Brite R Dyer-Rennett 
Bob Howard Don Frye 
Dorie Rubs Derothy Douglas 
Chavez Ore Eddie Gibbs 
Ned Harvey Ore now ral Fair 
Gertrude Niesen 
Havana-Madrid Jan Murray 


The Rodriquezs 


Hal LeRoy 
2 Aces Bob Williams 


Maclovia Ruiz 


. Nelle Fisher 

Chito Izar : Boyd Raeburn 

Luis Del Campo Ginnie Pewell 

Carios Varela Ore Wivet 
Belment-Piaza Rob Lee 

Blair & Dean Kay Carole 

Bernie West Stuart Langley 

Eddie Stone Ore Peggy Palmer 

Nino Bd D' Quincey & Giv'ns 
Hotel Biltmore Zanzibar 

Carmen Cavallaro Mills Bros 

Hetel Commedore | Eddie Hayward Or 


Eddy Howard Orc PD Dickens Ore 





Hetel New Yerker | Apus & Esiraliia 
Chuck Fester Ore Zimmerman’s 
| Marion Spelman Gene Kardos 
June Arnold Jancz! Makule 

| Riesell & Farley Zaiga Bela 

| 

; 


Alice Farrar 

Bob Turk 

Hetel Pennasytvantr 
Frankie Carle Ore 


Paul Arnold 
Sinclair & Alda 
Helen Wenzel 
Olga Orlova 


Blackhawk H Edgewater Be’ch 
Russ Carlyle Ore Henry Brandon QO 
Jory Bishop Hild D'cers (16) 

Chez Paree Donna Lane 
Tony Martin Seng Sivlists 


Pear! Bailey t.on Hermandos 8 


Jack Cole Ders Ben Beri 
June Fdwards Lathrop & Lee 
Gay Claridge Ore Hotel Shermap 


Adorables (12) 
Phyllis Gale 
Lucio Garcia Ore 
mo's 
Vivian Francis 
Sherman Girl 
Buddie De Vito 


Raymond Scoit Ore 

Dusty Fletcher Ore 

Carl Marx 

In Models (8) 
Hotel Stevens 

Den McCrane Ore 


Dennis Kelly 
Garon & Bennett Beb Hall 
Remener & arrow | Boulevar-Dears 
Ss . " 
- ‘ cola Ore Latin Qearter 
Bett, ae Tea Lewis Orc 
Ptnwi - Geraldine Du Beis 
Virginia McGraw Paul White 
Jimmy Savo by 


Klrey Peace 

Cerwin Sis 

Sel Klein Ore 

Sky Riders ~ 
Paimer Howse 

Griff Williams Ore 


Noro Morales 
(Carol King 
larry Stewart 
Copa Cover Girls 
Harvey Crawford 


Phil Foster Dorothy Shay 
Hotel Bismarck F & KE Barry 
Joseph Sudy Ore Acromaniacs 


Roland Twins 
Vela Montoia 
t.enore 
Annette Olsen 
1. & G Canasino 


Abbott D'ncers (12) 
Rio Cabana 

Francis Faye 

Jack Carter 


Eddie Fens Ore Nancy Doran 
Hotel Blackstone | Hob lee 
Carl Brisson Copsey & Ayers 


Don Bradfield 
The Lovelies (10) 
Cee Davidson re 
Vine Gardens 

Al Zimmy 

Ryan Bros (3) 
Joa Kish Ore 

Mel Cole Ore 


Ramos Orch 
Hotel Congress 
Joe Vera Orc 
Sam Bar! 
Hotel Continental 
Za Bach's Ore 
Marianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 











Metro Dickering 


Continued from page 1 


Tearle in Metro’s “Beginning of the 
End.” Despite Mrs. Roosevelt's pref- 
erence to dispense with those 
| scenes, the studio plans to release 
\the film as shot. The atom picture 
| was shown privately to Mrs. Roose- — 
‘ velt recently in New York by 
Ralph Wheelwright, Metro publicist. 
At the time, Mrs. Roosevelt stated 
that while she found no fault in the 








she 


a] 





cepdy 


° 
> 


pened in 55 years. People literally , 
did not know how to handle snow 
and it was three days before even 
semi-normal service was restored. | 
The same storm hit the off shore 
Scilly Islands which live by produc- 
ing carly season flowers and veg- 
etables and ruined the farmers there 
almost completely. All in all this has 
been the winter of the great discon- . 
tent and show business has suffered 
aleng with everybody else. 

Radio, too, has been victimized. 
Most publicized case of weather- 
created trouble for BBC was the 
case of Frank Ward, a radio reporter , 
whe went to Bishop Rock lighthouse | 
to de a Christmas broadcast and was 
mareened for 29 days because of 
gales and heavy seas. 

,.* t ’ $ 


bids: Thus when a personality has 
a few weeks available, he has the 
choice of selecting virtually any 
house out of the 12-14 weeks sub- 
mitted to him. 


Angling Shows 

Because of this situation, some 
houses are attempting to angle their 
entertainment. The Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall, it’s pointed out, has been 
raking in gigantic grossés for years 
on a non-name policy, mainly be- 
cause of pictures and stage spec- 
tacles. The Roxy. consequently, is 
working on a plan to install ice 
shows. Ice exhibit would be part of 
the regular shows, with headliners 
still used. 
itake a degree of strain. off the prob- 


'RKO stocks along with that of Bon- | 


‘wit Teller, Inc., accounted for most 
(of the company’s $20,599,242 profits 
during '46, according to Odlum. 


Upping of dividend payments has | 


, been decided upon, Odlum said. and 
jhenceforth Atlas will pay quar- 
iterly melons of 40c. per share with 


lthe first divvy to be made March 20 | 


|to stockholders of record, Feb. 28th. 


_ Latest dividend action represents an | 


_ increase of 10c. per share annually. 


| Asset value of company’s common | 
;rose to $36.06 per share during "46 


| from $34.14, the year before. 


On Dec. 31, Atlas had an earned | 
—_— of more than $20,000,000: a 
| capital surplus of nearly $22,000,000; 
It's figured that it will! and an unrealized security apprecia- 


‘tion aggregating $22,009.009. 


Blue Angel Moo Song 
john Buckmaster Copacabana 
Josephine Premice Irwin Corey 
Mildred Bailey | Bill Shirley 
Teicher & Terranti | Rave & Naldi 


tule Bucleiy 
(Dowatowa) 
Olivette 
chit 


Miller 
Jackson 
Josh White 
§ C Heard Ore 
Cate Sectety 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Hoyer 
| Dave Martin 3 
Edmund Hall Ore 
Carnival 
| Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppeis 
\( & T Valdez 
| Blackburn Twins 
| Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 
Reid Ore 
China Doll 
| Keye Luke 
John Tie 
| Javdine Li-Sun 
| Tai Siogs 
iran Yang 
Chal & Bowag 


*} 





Sieen & Tasher 
Michael Durso Ore 


Fernando Alverez € 
Dinmond Norsesher 


Sirl . 
linogene Coca 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Banks. 
Hal Hunter 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
"I Chice 
fosita Rivs 
Miguel & Albaiciea 
Chelo Villareal 
Embasay 
Larry Marvin 
Zeate Mosiet 
Jase Mellis Orc 
Ralph Font Or 


| manner of playing 
it would be 
| people with the illusion they 
the wartime 


| felt 


have of 


Tearle, 
to leave 


by 
better 
now 


chief exec, 


rather than have someone else por 


|tray him. 


Objections, 


she empha- 


| sized, were purely sentimental. 
| In Hollywood, meanwhile, Wheel- 


| wright, back at the studio, 


con- 


firmed the story of the President's 


| widow expressing sentimenta 
or 


jections to five 


1 ob- 


six minutes im 


the film in which he is shown, but 
added she definitely had made n? 


demand that 


years., 


‘ 


they be 
| Several close friends of 
| were shown the film, incluc 
Grace Tully, his secretary 


eliminated. 
FDR also 
jing Miss 
for many 
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Map Plans for Huge Benefit At 


Madison Sq. Garden to Bolster ANTA. 


Proposals to establish firmly the 
American National Theatre and 
Academy were enthusiastically dis- 
cussed in New York during the past 
week, and plans are maturing for a 
major benefit show to be staged at 
Madison Square Garden. There is a 
possibility, too, that the American 
Theatre Wing will come within the 
ANTA setup though 
own identity. 

All this was suggested at a meet- 
ing held by the Wing. Both organi- 
zations include all phases of show 


retaining its 


business. : 
It’s pointed out that the Wing's 
new psychiatry teams for GI hos- 


pitals were suggested by the Army. 
That, in addition to combining the 
two groups, could result in a hoped- 
for eventual Congressional appro- 
priation, it being thought that ANTA 
could effectively operate with a 
federal subsidy of approximately 
$3,000,000. 


Wing’s board has voted another 
$4,000 to ANTA though it’s virtually 
earmarked for the American Reper- 
tory Theatre, regarded as an emer- 
gency case. Similar aid is one of the 
principal aims of ANTA for other 
meritorious projects. Wing now is 
eredited with having donated $5,000 
to ART, same amount as supplied 
by Equity. 

Idea of a benefit at the Garden 
to start at midnight, met with in- 
stant hearty approval of the Gar- 
den's Brig. Gen. John Reed Kilpat- 
rick. He told ANTA people that for 
years he noticed how show people 
had supported the many charity af- 
fairs at the Garden, and now that 
they planned to do something for 
themselves he was all for it. Kil- 
patrick stated he would personally 
contribute $1,000 to the benefit and 
could guarantee that a number of 
his associates and friends would buy 
boxes for the show for similar sums. 

At the Wing session it was stated 
that the stagehands would work the 
Garden show gratis, the first time 
that the unior. will have participated 
in that fashion for a benefit. Stage- 
hands union belongs to the Wing, as 
do the other stage unions, and it’s 
anticipated that the musicians will 
likely team with the deckhands in 
donating their services te the Gar- 
den event. Both unions receive pay 
for benefit shows held by the Actors 
Fund and Stage Relief Fund but do 
not receive aid from either organ- 
ization. The actors, of course, al- 
ways give their services free for 
show business benefits. 


PITTS’ ‘WOMAN’ FOLD 
SNARLS PITT’S NIXON 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 

Last-minute cancellation ef ZaSu 
Pitts’ “A Dangerous Woman,” which 
had been booked for Nixon this 
week, is giving local legit house its 
first dark session since the season 
epened on Labor Day. It's the first 
time in years Nixon has ever gone 
along this far without a single empty 
stretch. 

Although tentatively slated for 
next week, it doesn’t look either as 
it Elisabeth Bergner will come in 
with her two one-acters. That means 
Nixon will be shuttered until March 
3 when Eugene O'Neill's new one, 

Moon for the Misbegetten,” stops 
here en route to Broadway. After 
that Coast company of “State of Un- 
ion” gets a two-week stay beginning 
March 10. 

“A Dangerous Weman,” by George 
Batson, which folded once before 
for a rewrite job by Jack Kirkland 
when it was knewn as “Cordelia,” 
closed for keeps Saturday night (15) 
in Baltimore. 


. 9 e - 
Joan’ te Scandmavia 
Stockholm, Jan. 30. 

Maxwell Anderson's “Jean of Lor- 
Traine” is slated to have its Scandi- 
Vanian preem in the near future at 

’s Alle theatre. Per 
Knutsen will preduce. Play will alse 
©pen soon at the Royal Dramatical 
theatre here. 

French star Louis Jouvet is sched- 
uled for a Scandinavian tour later 
this year. In Steckholm he’ll appear 
at the Royal Dramatical and in 
Copenhagen at the Royal. 











Garfield As Legit ‘Peer’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


John Garfield plans a return ‘to the 


Stage next yéar in the double role 
of producer-star in a modernized 
version of “Peer Gynt.” 

Joseph Pevney will direct from a 
script by Ernest P. Pendrell. 


Welles Eyes Bard — 


For Mormon F ete 


Orson Welles is considering ap- | 
pearing in “King Lear” or “Mac- | 
beth” in Salt Lake City during its 
summer centennial celebration. Actor 
is on the Coast trying to arrange his 
studio schedule so that he can make 
appearances in the Mormon city 
and, possibly, a tour thereafter. 

Welles has been anxious to play | 
“Lear” for some time, and during 
the engagement of his “Around the 
World,” which flopped on Broadway 
last spring, he wanted to appear in 
it at extra performances, but the 
idea fizzled. 

Schedule for the centennial calls 
for four or five weeks of stage 
shows. Agents for the celebration 
have taken offices in New York, and 
it is understood that $500,000 has 
been earmarked for the celebration. 
Welles, it is reported, has stipulated 
that if he appears in either Shakes- 
pearean work, half the profits are 
to go to the American National The- 
atre and Academy, which has given 
New York space to the Salt Lake 
Cityites assigned to engage talent 
for the celebration. 





Setting 1¢@¢th Anni 
Salt Lake City, Feb. 18. 

Huge outdoor spectacle celebrating 
the 100th anni of Mormonism is 
being set by the State of Utah. It 
will take the form of a music drama, 
titled “The Promised Valley,” with 
script by Arnold Sundgaard and 
music by a Utah composer yet to be 
ehosen. Helen Tamiris will handle 
dance sequences. 

Performances are scheduled to 
begin late July and will run for one 
month in a specially built stadium. 
Rehearsals start June 15. 


Louis Schonceit to Be 
Ist Ticket Broker to 
Preduce On His Own 


Louis Schonceit, who operates 
Mackey’s agency, N. Y., would be 
the first ticket broker to produce a 
Broadway play on his own. He has 
secured the rights to Harry Segall’s 
fantasy, “The Stars Weep,” after it 
had been considered for presenta- 
tion by two other managers. Deal 
was made on the Coast, where a di- 
rector is slated to be chosen. The 
show will be produced in the east. 

There is a stipulation in the thea- 
tre ticket code ruling out brokers 


from being managers on the side, but 
it's indicated that the provision is 
obsolete. Code board advised Schon- 
ceit to go ahead, it now being felt 
that production generally, should be 
encouraged rather than curtailed 
Stipulation was made originally to 
tep agencies from favoring one at- 
traction over another, but it is un- 
derstood that several brokers have 
invested in pieces of legiters with- 
out protest or ill effects to other 
shows. Reported that Schonceit has 
a share of a current success, and 
profits gleaned are going into “Stars.” 

Segall wrote “Heaven Can Wait,” 
bought by Columbia and turned into 
a sock film, “Here Comes Mr. Jor- 
dan.” Early this season it was pre- 
sented as a play under the title of 
“Wenderful Journey,” but it was a 
fast flop. “Stars” was slated for pro- 
duction by Arthur Hopkins, but 
when suggested changes were not 
made, he relinquished the script to 
Jeseph Kipness, a garment - center 
manufacturer, who dabbles in shows. 

Segall got $2,500 advance royalty 
from Hepkins, that coin being re- 
tunded te him by Mipness for trans- 
ferring the rights. Latter's invest- 
ment appears te have been lost, the 








eption on “Stars” having expired 
Feb. 3. 





Joss Ballet Returns To 
England After Poor Biz 


The Jooss Ballet. highly touted 
German-English dance troupe which 
came to the U. S. for a tour this 
|season after a six-year absence, cut 
short its tour due to disappointing 


Company. which began its season in 
| Quebec Oct. 11, and was to tour 
j}until March 23, ended its travels 
Feb. 1 and sailed home last week. 


Charles L. Wagner, N. Y. manager 
who booked the troupe, claims a 
personal loss of $30,000 on the tour. 
Company also lest an estimated $30,- 
000 on the trip, accepting $16,000 less 
than guaranteed on the weeks 
played, balance of loss being esti- 
mated on the cancelled portion of 
the tour. Company played in N. Y. 
three weeks, at the City Center, be- 


ginning Dec. 3, and drew sparse 
houses. 
Company and manager claimed 


tour curtailment was due to high 
labor costs, such as standby musi- 
cians and stagehands, and general 
letdown in interest in the dance. 
Other ballet managers attribute fail- 
ure of the tour to bad programming 
and te wrong er insufficient promo- 


| tion. Jooss troupe is sponsored in its 


native London by the Allied Arts 
Council, a British government com- 
mission. 


British Troupes 
Included m New 
Tax Ease Treaty 


Booking of John Gielgud and com- 
pany in the U. S. has been designed 
to come within the limits 
comparatively new reciprocal 
come tax provisions, which elimi- 
nates double levies. The Britishers 
will not remain longer than six | 
months. 


Under an agreement entered into 
between the U. S. and Britain, if 
actors do not appear for more than 
183 days they are not subject to tax 
by both countries. Gielgud and his 
supporting cast will therefore not be 
subject to American income taxes, 
and there will be no withholding 
deductions from salaries, the indi- 
viduals being subject only to the 
British tax. The Donald Wolfit 
troupe, also from England, likewise 
comes in for the tax arrangement 
in its current New York stay. 


The so-called protocol between 
the two countries was first ayreed 
upon to stimulate business between 
them, and when authors’ royalties 
were made subject to a single levy 
for the first six months, actors’ 
salaries were similarly classified. 
Last summer, when the Old Vic 
troupe came from London, the 
usual withholding deductions were 
made but the amount held out was 
later paid back to the visitors. 

There is an Equity angie to the 
Gielgud visit. As the company came 
over as a unit, the players are not 
subject te the alien actors dues of 
5% of the pay weekly, only require- 
ment being that they pay $8 for six 
months, becoming temporary mem- 
bers not subject to the $100 initia- 
tion fee. 

Gielgud will first appear in “The 
Importance of Being Earnest,” to be 
followed by “Love For Leve.” For 
the latter play Adrienne Allen, who 
is in the U. S. but not in “Earnest,” 
has been cast. Five players in that 
show will return to London, as will 
Miss Allen, but she will be among 
five other English players to come 
to N. Y. for “Love,” the quintet con- 
stituting a unit within Equity’s reg- 
ulations. “Earnest” will debut at the 
Rovale, N. Y., March 3 for seven 
weeks, to be immediately followed 
by “Love.” 





in- 





Canadian Play For 
Wolfit Rep Troupe 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 

Jehn Coulter, Irish - Canadian 
playwright, and Donald Wolfit, 
British thesp now heading rep com- 
pany en Canadian and U. S. tour. 
announced Friday (14) that Coulter 
has been commissioned by Wolfit te 
produce a Canadian play fer the 


sToup. 
- “If all goes well,” they stated, 
and opened here as part ef the re- 


pertery seasen when Weifit returns 
to Canada im the spring ef 1948." | 











of the) 


“the new play will be rehearsed | 25 


| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


} 





receipts and returned to London. Too and Too Makes Teo | 


Manager back with a 
that played Buffale recently, 
when the weather was widely 
variable and business not so hot, 
telegraphed the producer: 


legiter 


“First two days too cold. 
Next two days too mild. Last 


two days too late.” 





ART Gets 186 
In Donations 


| Since an appeal for financial aid 
| was made by the American Reper- 
tory Theatre, there has been a total 
of $18,000 contributed by theatrical 
organizations, actors and well-wish- 
| ers outside show business. Most of 
|the funds were sent ART directly, 








| but the money is being channeled 
|through the American National 
| Theatre and Academy. Latter has 
remitted the bulk of the funds te 


ART but will observe the rep out- 
fits situation until it presents its 
final two revivals. If more coin is 
needed before ART ends its season, 
ANTA will turn over the balance, 
plus whatever money it can disburse 
for that purpose. 

Equity and the American Theatre 
Wing made the largest donations, 
while the largest one from theatre- 
goers came from Mr. and Mrs. Ger- 
ard Swope, who gave $2,000. ART’s 
starting repertory of four plays con- 
cludes Saturday (22), its next at- 
traction being “Jellow Jack,” open- 
ing Feb. 27 for four weks, to be fol- 
| lowed by “Alice in Wonderland.” 








'‘Iceman’ Unhkely 


To Play Beston Due 
To Censor Wrangle 


With Baltimore announced as the 
first road date fer “The iceman 
Cometh” on Mareh 17, chances are 
that the Eugene O'Neill drama will 


not play Bosten, where the tour 
was originally slated to start. Hub 
censors politely submitted some two 
dozen words or terms to which they 
object, after which the Theatre 
Guild considered spotting “Iceman” 
in a stand outside the Boston City 
limits, aware of the dramatists at- 
titude against changing or cutting 
the script. 

Author has been engrossed with 
rehearsals of his new play, “A Moon 
for the Misbegotten.” He will attend 
the debut of the drama, Thursday 
(20) in Columbus, O.. where the 
presentation is regarded as a spe- 
cial event. Civie autherities will par- 
ticipate in a program honoring the 
dramatist. 

“Iceman” has seme of the most 
lurid Janguage the stage has had in 
years, but such talk is native to the 
atmosphere of a New York water- 
front saloon. No special protests are 
known to have been made during 
the run, the principal squawk being 
the extreme length of the perform- 
ance. It’s conjectural whether eut- 
of-town audiences will complain 
about the lines. 


VAN DRUTEN’S NEW ONE 
FOR DE LIAGRE PROD. 


John van Druten has written a 
new comedy te be produced by Al- 
fred de Liagre, Jr. next season. At 
present it hasn't even a working 
title. 

It's the same author-producer 
team that delivered “The Voice of 
the Turtle,” still current on Broad- 
way ‘Moroseo) and en the road. A 
second road show was recently 
brought back. 


Lincoln Shew at Pasa 


Pasadena, Feb. 18. 
First showing ef “Springfield 
Couple,” 2 comedy ef Abraham 
Linceln’s days as a lawyer in Tili- 
nois, will be held at the Pasadena 
Cemmunity Playheuse, starting Feb. 


New play, ’y Ramen Remere and 





} 











entation en Broadway. 


Harriett Hinsdale, is aimed at pres- 


Tighter Alien Actor Rules Talked 
As Result of ‘Toplitzky’ Freezeout 


+ Equity and its chorus branch be- 
came involved in some agitation Jast 
week over the closing Saturday (15) 
, at the Century, N.Y., of “Toplitzky 
,of Notre Dame.” The result is that a 
tightening of alien actors regulations 
has been asked because the musical 
has been supplanted by an English 
Shakespearean repertory 
headed by Donald Wolfit 

Equity has made concessions when 
producers stated they needed Eng- 
lish actors who were ineligible 
because the required six months 
between engagements had not 
lapsed. If the rules are net changed 
it is indicated that Equity wil) net 
be lenient in such instances frem 
now on because of “Toplitzky” cem- 
| plaints. 

For a week or two the musicals 
| gross was under the stop hmit, 
which permitted the house, eperated 
| by the Shuberts, to give “Toplitzky" 
notice and also an opportunity to 
book in the Wolfit troupe. The musi- 
hewever, believed the 
show was ousted by the visitors, and 
the chorus is claimed to have threat- 
ened to picket the Britishers. When 
Equity was asked about the matter, 


company 


eal’s actors. 


it stated it could not contre! the ae- 
tors in such a situation if they 
| picketed. 


| That “Toplitzky” had operated in 

the red was indicated by the fact 
|that the management used money 
| deposited with the union to guaran- 
tee salaries for the last two weeks 
| of the engagement. Business did im- 
prove, but not consistently, and 
| after better takings one week, atten- 
| dance eased off. It’s reported that a 
| balance due on the shew’s cestumes 
i threatened to interfere with Satur- 
| day’s final performances, but it's 
} understood the full bil! had been 
paid off while the show was trying 
out. 


William Cahn, who preduced 
“Toplitzky,” made desperate efforts 
early this week to keep the shew 
going, and even considered moving 
lit to the comparatively small Miller 
| theatre. He proposed cutting dewn 
ithe settings or eliminating some 
| scenery in order to play the house. 
' Stated that when he received notice 
j at the Century, he was assured by 
ithe Shubert office that the Barry- 
|more would be available for “TFep- 
| litzky,” and on the strength of that 
he ordered several thousand dollars 
worth of new billboard paper read- 
ing that the shew had moved. Bar- 
rymore has the successful revival of 
“Cyrano De Bergerac,” which is 
grossing considerably more than the 
stop-limit figure, altheugh the Shu- 
bert office evidently figured that 
patronage would fade before new. 

Deal for the Wolfit engagement 
calls for a minimum ef three weeks, 
attraction to guarantee the heuse 
$6,500 weekly. Broadway engage-- 
ment is under the management of 
Hall Shelton, who has had pieces of 
various legit attractions and who 
presented a short-stayer, “The Bey 
Who Lived Twice,” last seasen. 


BALTO TURNABOUT 
ON SEGREGATION 


Baltimere, Feb. 18. 


First instance of a Negre theatre 
party being accommodated im a 
Baltimore legit house is believed to 
have occurred last week during the 
showing of “A Fiag Is Born” at 
Ford's theatre. House management, 
which demanded that the party 
change their lecations te balceny 
seats, retracted when a representa- 
tive of ‘the American League fer a 
Free Palestine and Nat Parnes, com- 
pany manager, insisted that the Ne- 
gro group remain where seated. 

The group came im frem Washing- 
ton to see the play and was sold 
orchestra locations. Heuse manage- 





' 


ment, the theatre 
owners, then te effeet the 
change. 

Following the ineident, every 


member ef the company signed @ 
petition to Acters Equity Assn. ask- 
‘ing the union te make it illegal for 
‘Equity members te pley heuses 
\where segregation is the rule. 
Negro pickets paraded last night 
(17) in fremt ef Ford's, housing 
“Glass Menagerie,” pretesting stg- 
ee eee, te tep gallery 
seating 4 
It was the frst such pretest in the 
long histery ef legit policy here. 
(Continued on page 82) 
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(4 a. : Shows in Rehearsal , : 
| land America a Lesson 
P Eng Giving “Heyday” (“The Golden Years”)— 
Howard Lang. 
: . — 1D “The aun World Over”—Walter Maxwell Anderson expounded on drama critics in the Sunday (16) 
’ e t ctivit 5 S e urn Fried and Paul Moss. Times drama section, his lengthy discourse principally making th N. Y, 
if | y, y “Barefoot Boy With Cheek”— that “thé present tension between Manhattan critics and playweisenne 
es George Abbott. due entirely to the enormous increase in the reviewer's power.” Say is 
1 England is giving America : les- # : “Heartsong”—Irene Selznick. author was pro and con in his contentions. Ut the 
re son in legit activity, despite short- | ¢ Wi § “Bathsheba” — Maximillian Beck,; The dramatist may have had in mind that the aisle-sitters to 
14 ages, unheated theatres, etc. ac-| reenstone ms uit Lee K. Holland and Sylvia Fried- | “Truckline Cafe” last season, then acclaimed his utente his fa! 
cording to Theresa Helburn. The | 0 Th Co ° lander. raine.” an of Lor. Th 
Theatre Guild co-director, recently Nn eatre ncessions “Yellow Jack” (revival) — Ameri- Anderson’s contention is that “a small group of theatre critj hae 
‘ returned from Six weeks abroad, Al Greenstone, New York theatre | can Repertory Theatre. become, without intention but no less absolutely a board of poe A have Ar 
; was particularly impressed with £*" | concessionaire, won his suit against| “Springfield Couple” (Hollywood) | a play must pass to achieve a run.” He coricedes it's possible sae’ which we 
perimental theatre in Britain. Pro- | George Klar, also in the same busi- —Gilmour Brown, to live down adverse notices, but the current high cost of pul. Play tio 
| { fessional et tye ud ot be — = ness, when Justice Lloyd Church in “as We Forgive Our Betters”— | makes that impossible now. Production bo 
— as on grt groin eor Pm N. Y. supreme court last Friday (14) Experimental Theatre, Anderson holds that censorship of the theatre by critics “has se the 
of all sorts, sie Nee te ~e ah ordered a hearing to fix amount of | “O’Daniel” — Experimental Thg- | maintains a general control over theatrical production. — Like -— up and pas 

H Oe: them we ot gle angers = yor damages. Suit involved dissolution of | atre. | ships it degrades and diminishes the art it sets out to serve A bapreial we 

. panene, 259 eae . _~ 4 yee the | partnership and an accounting from | that stands between the public and an art form, dictating what the aoa at 
4 good, they may get ac mare mS. og | Klar on monies Greenstone claims may see, is a damaging force in a democracy.” agin © public , 
West End. There must be 15 or 20| que him on the partnership deal. 6 > tage ES Ci 

i such groups, now working around | Court appointed Edward J. Gould urratt 0 Rather confusingly he says: “Critics used to influence a play’s destiny fol 

H London. las referee to fix the damages. Today they have the power of life or death over it,” Anderson writes. "v 

; In addition, said Miss Helburn, Justice Church upheld Green- “Plays are struck down. ..or blown up on the opening night,” adding: 

‘ there are small but good professional | +ne's contention that Klar violated e The ability of the critics and the quality of their criticism are irrelevant ; 
if repertory groups all over England. lagreement concerning the conces- B S Scramble toa discussion of censorshop. Anderson says, also, how much the “un. $3. 
The British Arts Council (partly rade at the City Center theatre, aa gag pergues would differ age the critics is a matter of opinion, $24 
; h, government subsidized) helps out|w y. ever since its opening in De- ut his own observation “makes me certain that the public would accept re 
; 3 almost everyone, in work similar to | cemper, 1943. Also on souvenir books Emphatic attention to Broadway's | ™@ny more plays, many more playwrights and a far wider range of syp. ne 
FS { what the American National Theatre | fo, the legit “Carmen Jones,” the | house shortage developed when “The fede Et, wang GEPERS A Hane ae. Spee $2 
y . and Academy is trying here. Since opera “Carmen” and many other Story of. Mary Surratt” abruptly | “When you start to consider the virtues and values of the critics you wil , 

these groups operate tax free, they | hows, Decision found for Green- | closed at the Miller last week. Word | find a long list to their credit,” Anderson concedes. “As drumbeaters for i 

net 40% more than do the West End | tone on all counts. did not get around about the folding | something new and different or unexpectedly worthwhile they have often $1" 
houses. — until Friday evening, and on Satur- | Prought the public running to a theatrical venture which might have died wh 
Miss Helburn found good profes- Pe 9 day (15) the house was sought by | unnoticed and unmourned , . . sometimes an unusually perceptive critic thi 
sional rep troupes in Birmingham, six attractions, five new. Gilbert | finds out and reassures a new talent doubtful of itself but capable of more 
) ie Bristol, Glasgow, and elsewhere, | exXico0 S ason Miller, who operated the theatre, ap- | than it had dared to expect. A writer or actor never knows his own dl, 
' i while America, she felt, had only peared to favor booking in Maurice | value or whether he had any. . . As discoverers and champions the $1: 
F *, its strawhats and a few community A ‘ Chevalier, the house being deemed a critics have often contributed substantially to theatrical growth. Some. 
+ playhouses like Cleveland and Pas- | |natural for that attraction. Theatre times an audience has sat doubtful and unbelieving before a new play , 
adena (partly amateur) to match | ays ih 9 S | may remain dark pending the arrival moved but unsure till the critics crystallized the emotion for them, wi 
them. Small labor costs and ack of lin N. ¥. of the French star. He is| 22Y° them reasons for going along. Many a hung-fire first-night audience 














like réstrictions explain the great 
British experimental activity, ac 
cording to Miss Helburn. 

Miss Helburn saw about 15 legiters 





A number of plays in English, as 


~| part of a stock setup with guest stars 


have 
“Pys- 


imported from Hollywood, 


been set for Mexico City. 


‘ ie de tone! a 
in London, and several things 1m-| ahion,” now touring, was the recent 


pressed her. England still has its 


lid-opener. Melvin Parks, Sam 


moderate drawing plays which have | Pearce and Martin S. Holman, who 





under the management of Sam Nas- 
ser, former Parisian showman, who 
presented “Little A” at the Miller 
recently. 

Word-of-mouth from enthusiastic 
audiences may have _ resulted in 
“Mary” building to profitable pro- 





has caught and glowed and passed the word to future audiences because 
the critics have caught on first and set the blaze. . . . Last, but not least 
our critics are honest. They cannot be bought. Their opinions are their 
own, not dictated from above and not paid for. We have become so accus- 
tomed to honesty in our journalists that we overlook its rarity in this 
venal and increasingly totalitarian world. There are few countries left 


| where newspaper opinion is neither official nor for sale.” 



























































| fair runs, whereas N. Y. has no : . . Yet h rh - itics j 
hap z , ‘ 10/are operating the Gran Teatro|portions but patronage was too et he argues, when “commentators (critics) become judges (censors) we 
| . ag om re but Ps = = | Esperaza Iris, all New Yorkers, have | limited during the first and only both their virtues and their®vices are unduly magnified and some of their tio 
in| i] ~~ Cov igg hol F aig: toe “ | posted $4,700 cash with Equity to | full week, and Coast managers Lewis ets teeta ge qualities become vices... they all acquire, after a certain we 
‘| if he Ranges aig App ype | guarantee salaries, including one|& Young decided not to go further — er ry premieres, the critics’ occupational disease, an acute allergy to os 
i fe “a pong Maran oe Lr | guest star at $1,000 weekly. | in the red. Six reviews were ques- | . — representation wr: Sere eS ever able to have a good time in for 
‘i » » youns ‘ul, She Said. | Six players are under contract for|tionable or adverse, three being | sal yonae, be it's in the nature of a small miracle. , . , Personally I don’t $21 
Miss Helburn, accompanied by co- ‘the Mexican season but additional | favorable. Show needed its percent- | oe any critic—or anybody else including myself—to know when a play ra! 
ih pov ana nag and | talent is used, according to the size|age of $15,000 in order to operate | Pag: gs worth listening to or worth saving. I do trust the $1 
sf avait ae e weg tae Test of cast required. Management is| but the gross was a shy $8,500. Es- | public in a emocracy. That's the only faith I have. ita 
= - el fs ne, ce * represented in New York by David | timated that the loss on “Mary” want In the Times magazine, incidentally, Marguerite W. Cullman, wife of li 
iF i Somerset Maugham's “Jane ” " whe | Klinger, an attorney. around $55,000. rye ay ag a consistent backer of shows, chatted on Sunday about th 
5 : ° } S Y rs ts ; i rs = i] 
. Ded aks Mevaber, indeed ak Gy Understood that there was some| The 34-player company with pro- as — and first nighters. She says that many dramatists find pre- za 
is ba’ ck. Se eter Maven, Eoeiem eyebrow-raising among Americans in| duction was sent back to Los An-|. ieres almost unbearably painful.” After the debut of “Joan,” Anderson we 
i } 4 ee pi Miss "Helburn, | Mexico City because an English geles Sunday (16) morning but 11 ey, 4 pleased but somewhat benumbed expréssion,” and when to 
} i ale gy phy lg ay ga ang | Peay (G. B. Shaw) and British star| actors elected to remain here. in- = . “ey first nights he said: You wouldn't believe how lucky I am, - 
7 ie pther cities before bringing it into | Gertrude Lawrence) were the first} cluding Dorothy Gish and Kent hae 98 Sanirnapeteson oc eprepapa weet rf 
a 4 Salant Wie be tk tele dhs chow | attractions of the season. However, |-Smith, who were co-starred. Among Mrs. Cullman mentions the inscrutability of critics during first nights, TI 
nt 4 TE A toes “ceaeeel” ext, Wathigh ‘the schedule arranged so far calls| others staying in the east are Eliza- especially when a backer is sitting next to a leading reviewer. But some- D. 
if mabe for appearances of Margo in “Angel beth Ross, James Monks and Harlan a a “whole show, one scene, a song or a dance routine is lit with what a 
"Guild elfisiels picked up two plays bmeee eC rr Fonda a Our Briggs. Several of the cast were | nro — calls ‘a holy fire.’ When that happens the audience > 
! in London for N. ¥. presentation | yyy» — eee ~ og i originally engaged in New York. | ponds almost as one. All restraint is dropped.” 
if next season, Terence Rattigan’s “The saaaes Time.” callin Gish : “Cr ale “Christopher Blake” is due out of ‘ 
i! Winslow Boy” and a satiric revue, Song,” Edward eal + vib wir le| the Music Box May 8, with “John When Theresa Helburn and Lawrence Langner of the Theatre Guild 
ti “Sweetest and Lowest.” Both will “Springtime Der Menry.” ads * é Loves Mary” moving in from the patos England recently they found George Bernard Shaw, the “capital- 
i be Mie adie teltide: caste, The orang i Boag na ~ va -| Booth. Latter house may get “Pres- istic millionaire,” amid a socialistic atmosphere, just as crafty mentally at 
ii Guild also started plans for produc- aay Sen aaee snap tarigt ~ wey ent Laughter” now at the Plymouth | 90 as he was 30 years ago. They told the veteran author that because he 
i of rmnnemel ie Landen 2 | tag sreuta sulteiiaan ur’ | which would then be available for plas oe 418.000 sekiy't pe he. Gives, A ak neqeeuery Be She 
; ate spring with a U. S. cast. Miss : aay A “The Eagle Has Two Heads.” ow oe ’ weekly in order to operate. Shaw shot back: 
} Helburn disclosed that the “Okla- | ;; a Pree billing, is in Eng- I'll give you a new proposition. I'll give you my plays royalty-free up 
4 homa!” music, unlike other N. Y. tg : — ae in Spanish, . eg to $15,000, but any receipts (gross) over that I'll take half.” He stipulated ~ 
" hits, has never been played on air or | Henetit of pebpene abe or m4 “3 N. y, District Attorney ~— large theatre be used. The Guild directors said: “No thank you, os 
vaude stage in London, due to re-| derstand English. Iris is 7 aoe. ney Poe pay the 15%." That was related in a N. Y. Times story written 
strictions, and therefore should not | cater. Understood i | 2. .6° y Langner, who admitted the Shavian wonder outsmarted them. Cc 
be stale. Music will be released on |), pratt er ap ft ealign ae Be nvestigating Beefs ; 
air ‘in Britain when the play opens caetlng = enn sre : : nae Y. License Commissioner Benjamin Fielding invited several Civil a 
in London, not before. ; Max iberties Uni ; - 
+ apanagag for one ee (about 25c). Against Jerlin ference in ns eflies test weak. iis guapecs waste aabe siear his position 5 
) e ° ° any exican aygoers familiar + tant : ; : : : : 2 
r Special Train Tieup with English sie “ wnt Ar mracg id N. Y. district attorney office has en sega censorship, and he felt slighted that they had not consulted him u: 
. ss For ‘Hamlet’ . alk Ie Alene pomauneed ue. tee made inquiries recently about Max | 2©*0re advocating the Connolly bill, which is pending in the city council 
P d * or amlet Booking ' .. ies leasee - the Belasco thea- won Y. re had previously stated, he declared himself friendly to the 
a . Memphis, Feb. 18 re after several complaints. On atre, and feels the Connolly meas : . lained 
&. ' iy 3 . 7 a é e y measure unnecessary. The guests explain 
| a Ellis auditorium wanagement: and x Ang + ae ay Rtg agg A query dealt with a rubber check, _ the proposed law to prevent the license commissioner from suspending 
ia Maurice Evans “Hamlet” are split- PRS SE mess rag ‘ae third and the other pertained to unre- neg or denying renewals, unless theatre managements were convicted 
' ee ting cost of a special locomotive to |o¢ 11 weeks stock rg rte y ta funded money for tickets to per- y jury for indecent performances, was designed for future commissioners. S 
a “ 5 ae yeeeneeneen troupe | American plays in English, first a ene > “Lysistrata”. Colored-| !5¢re is similar legislation pending in Albany. b 
| trom Evansville to Memphis in time rt ig . ~ ; cast revival was presented briefl F 
; id oo ose pe on Friday night, —— — a 5 wenger oF es 4 a. and James Light last tall Although grossing $20,000 and better, “Burlesque,” a straight legit revival, ~ 
Ht arc : ; , : a e Belasco, has b “eli . ’ “~-- ' n 
1 | This is twice United Booking of- | 2°°CSS ,, Eitst. week's gross. of | One check that bounced ‘ven | Bert hehe, te Se eee eee eone eaves meend Fevinioss © contracts tc 
Te fice has routed sh , '- | $18,000 (U.S.) was most gratifying. Sune wee gven , for instance, held a straight 15% contract which netted him it 
, from E vill ows into Memphis | Gertrude Lawrence’s “Pygmalion” Equity to guarantee salaries for the $3,000 weekly. This was cut to 10% up to 15G and 15% thereafter, which ir 
i | , vansville under impression | opened the (4-9 Lysistrata” cast but was made good | ™€4ns a $750 saving. Jean Parker was cut 10% f 1,000 to $900. Staget 
| Eh i wade tt tre ote sleeper jump, Producers “denied Feperts pub. before the show was allowed to | 2d co-author Arthur Hopkins has welved his rm royalty but with 
i a tions - horns vor he ‘len connec- | lished here that Miss Lawrence had |poq” Jelin explained then that he | George Manker Watters, is collecting around $1,700 weekly as dramatist be 
ei erie”, also headed here from Evans. |D€e" 80 discouraged by peepholing depceted 'b yg Rigg e that tenon, there have been other readjustments in general overhead 99 , 
' 2. Ff ie fe - } - m e 
oe ville too late to hang the show for : poor house that she nixed doing After the totter AP nara — show has been clearing $2,500. 
aia a Friday night curtain, decided to ~ final performance (9). Miss | view of the show, he stopped Lae Large cast of “ : 
mt cancel the Friday preformance alto- n rg took sick. so that one| ment on the check, it was dicand tor -_ Prices ~ are Story of Mary Surratt” received two-eighths rg 
a ee gether and concentrate on the two |Sn0W had to be cancelled. Managers |It was claimed that refunds had Leen | the pr eek of Feb. 3, although only one performance was played, that ° 
; Hi shows Saturday. point to certified figures on box-|made on all tickets callin te n ed agreed: Saturday (8), Under Equity rules there is a non-salary : 
a a Nile one-game attics to answer rumors of poor |formances after the show fokaea rc ed getty for cross-continental jumps, such as made by the “Mary « 
1 4 heavily here-becaude of Evans’ local ary jo fact is that ma-/|but that was evidently incorrect. | the night hae a directly from Los Angeles.. Had the drama og : c 
yy i following, all hands decided to take J “Py r one are Mexicans. Ability of claimants to prove they because Pesce Soe ae pron hg oe vane Me oe 7 0 
f 4 no chances on losing a performance. | ;, Pygmalion’s” success was matched | bought tickets appears to have been eslled. alia an cars with the production were delayed, the date was ¢4 
4 Regular train schedules are out the tor age nt i (11-16). Cus- |a problem. » a’so the scheduled Saturday matinee, t 
| window and a special engine will| jams olay in o wig aye oe Wo | An arbitration award f t 
: haul thespers direct in plenty of whitt play in a big way. Dame May | half week's pay was made t a ativan are only five characters in Eugene O'Neill's new “A Moon For - ] 
i time. fhitty and Oliver Thorndike didn’t | «7 ycictrata” e to the | Misbegotten,” but four understudies have also been engaged. Usually 4° 7 
t disappoint, and Patricia Marmont, — poses pate by arbitration, understudy can be up on several parts, just in case, but the range in age 
} 35G KY. THEA Percy’s daughter, gave such an out- i Pproximating $6,000. | and types is so wide in “Moon” that that isn’t" feasible. , 
q : TRE LOSS standing performance that she was Equity represented the cast but is Another Part of the Forest” has 13 ch siderable varie 
‘ Er Lexington, Ky., Feb. 18. | accorded curtain calls every show. same sam, Pra to collect the coin. | tion also; five understudies are reguiarty ‘caauaa: ob nang por 34 people 
{ ¢ Guignol, little theatre erected on | She's of the theatre's resident com- | q , if and when he ever pro- | on the payroll including four backstage ici 1d the managerial sta™ : 
sf i the University of Kentucky campus | P@"y, playing the season he is me vse — the award must ge musicians an em 
ie “ ; ; , uidated. , 
am —_ in 1928, was destroyed by fire.| Eddie Albert in “Boy Meets Girl,” | has the ae _ a mn a to Broadway legit theatres last week by the American Repertor’ 
2. iF enery, wardrobe and props for |Current (18-23), looks to duplicate | which is faring well. “Lashitat : on - were heralds advertising its plays at the International, with 4 re 
ea @ forthcoming production of “I Re-| the success of the previous two] played half of one week. Faui a” | quest that the slips be inserted in the programs. Accompanying note wie 
Lee member Mama” were destroyed. | Plays. Show sked is six nights and | contention that salaries ier See to the effect that the League of New York Theatres board had okayed i 
eo Loss was $35,000 on building andj; two mats, one Saturday, other Sun- | weeks after the opening being = 4 oe One manager who's on the board was aware that no such action 
a equipment. ’ » day. De odia~ “sae held by the arbitrators. Pr, en taken, and it was indicated that someone in ART had excee™™ 





his authority. Some managers declined to use the heralds. 
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Chi Happy; Bolger-Ready’ Boff With 
$7900; Harvey, ‘Lute Both 246 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Having the town full of delegates 
to the dentists’ convention proved 
far from painful to the legit houses. 
The medics, along with a few other 
convention groups, helped keep a 
merry crowd at the wickets all week. 
And with a spring-like change in the 


weather adding to the healthy situa- | 


tion, the overall picture has every- 
pody whistling. 

“Three to Make Ready” brought 
the lights back to the Blackstone last 
week and started off in a fairly big 
way. “Springtime for Henry” folded 
at the Selwyn Saturday (15). 

“Blossom Time” bowed at the 
Civic Opera House on Sunday (16), 
followed the next day by opening of 
“Front Page” at Civic. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Harvey,” Harris (28th wk) (1,000; 
$3.60). Best in some time; nearly 
$24,000. 

“Lute Song,” Studebaker (4th wk) 
(1.246; $4.20). Manages to snag lotsa 
newspaper space and also up to great 
$24,000. 

“Magnificent Yankee,” 
(4th wk) (1,334; $3.60). 
$17,000. 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (10th 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Went up the hill 


Erlanger 
Happy with 


thie week to $36,000 

“Springtime fer Henry,” Selwyn 
(1,000; $3). Last week brought in 
$15.000. 

“Three to Make Ready,” Black- 


sione (1,358; $4.80). Opened Satur- 
day (8). Crix like Bolger. Bowed in 
with fine $28,000. 


MAE WEST GARNERS 206 
IN LOS ANGELES STAY 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18 
looked nifty here 





Business 
tions were that even better grosses | 
were in the offing. Mae West brought | 
in “Come On Up” to the Biltmore 
with reviewers expressing distaste | 
for the show. But the public paid | 


$20,000 for the first frame. Ken Mur- 
encored | 


rays “Blackouts of 1947” 
$17,000 for the 243d week at El) Cap- 
itan. 


“She Dood It in Dixie” went down | 


slightly at the Belasco for $9,800 an 
the seventh stanza. “Pirates of Pen- 


zance” did about $7,200 for the final | 
week of Gilbert and Sullivan reper- | 
giving Breden- | 


tory at El Patio, 
Savoyards $31,400 for the five-week 
stay. Musart 
untainted legit show in 
Thursday night with 
Daughter” presented by Stage, Inc.., 
@ new group. Notices encouraged 
the producing company but panned 
the play generally. 


months 





‘Menagerie’ Capacity 


$26,500 in Washington 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

National did capacity $26,500 for 
second stanza of “Glass Menagerie.” 
Manager Ed Plohn reported a rec- 
ord breaking number of turnaways 
at the boxoffice. 

“State of the Union,” with the 
Chicago company headed by Neil 
Hamilton, Erin O’Brien-Moore and 
James Rennie, began a three-week 
stint Monday (17) with a healthy ad- 
vance sale. The Ina Claire starrer, 
“Fatal Weakness.” bows in for the 
usual. fortnight on March 10. 


Bergner 66, N. Haven 


New Haven, Feb. 18. 

Elisabeth Bergner 
Shubert last week (13-15) in twin 
bill of “Miss Julie” and “A Marriage 
Proposal” proved to be only a mild 
draw. At $3.60 top. light gross esti- 
mated at less than $6,000 was a fac- 
tor in decision to lay off for recast- 


ing of “Julie.” final performance be- | 


ing given Saturday night. 

This week has return stand of 
“Bloomer Girl” (20-22) to the tune 
of a healthy advance. Next stanza 
gets breaking of “Heartsong” for 
weekend of Feb. 27-Mar. 1. 


‘ 
Okla.!’ 28G, M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 
“Oklahoma!” did its customary ca- 
pacity week of $28,000 at the David- 
son, and cut sharply into the re- 
ceipts of several other attractions 
ere in the same week. 





Ballet Theater, which customarily | 


Plays to full houses at the Pabst, 
did considerably less than that, al- 


though its four-day engagement was | 


longer than the usual stay. Ballet 


Theater did $8,800 this time. 


‘HAMLET’ 11G, DENVER 





+ 


last | 
week for the four houses and indica- | 


opened with its first | 


“Dunnigan’s | 


stopover at | 





Wolfit Co. 146, Toronto; 
1086 in 6 Canada Weeks 


Toronto, Feb. 18. 

Winding up a whirlwind six-weeks 
limited Canadian tour, Donald Wol- 
fits Shakespearean company from 
London grossed a nifty $14,200 at the 
{Royal Alexandra here, with 
seater scaled at $2.50 top. 

First British troupe to visit Can- 
ada since 1939, the Wolfit company 
ran up amazing gross of $108,300 for 
six weeks in repertory of “King 
Lear,” “Hamlet,” “As You Like It,” 
“The Merchant of Venice” and Ben 
Jonson's “Volpone,” confining the 
six weeks to Montreal, Toronto, Ot- 
tawa, Hamilton, Brantford and Lon- 
don, Ontario. 


‘Flag’ Does 22G in 9, Balto; 
“ee 
‘Dangerous’ Fizzles at 3G 
Baltimore, Feb. 18. 
ZaSu Pitts in “A Dangerous Wom- 
an” failed to catch on at Ford's here 
last week felding up for good after a 
bad week at less than $3,000. At the 
indie-booked Maryland “A Flag Is 
Born” mounted a very steady figure 
| rated at $22,000 for nine shows in- 
cluding Sunday (16) with the week- 
jend scaled at a $4 top. 
| Pauline Lord in “The Glass Menag- 
erie” is in currently to strong ad- 
vance at Ford’s, with John Gielgud’s 
|The Importance of Being Earnest” 
| set to follow as the third of five plays 
| promised under Theatre Guild-Amer- 
ican Theatre Society subscription. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Feb. 17-Mar. 1) 








“anna Lucasta”—Locust, Philly 
(17-1). 
“Anna Lucasta”— Geary, Frisco 


(17-22): Biltmore, L. A. (24-1). 
“Apple of His Eye”’—Aud., Louis- 


ville (17-18): Mem. Hall, Dayton 
1419): Town Hall, Toledo (20-22); 
Cass, Det. (24-1). ; 

“Blackouts ef 1947”—E) Capitan, 
Hollywood (17-1), 

Blackstone — Lyceum, M’pl’s (17- 
22): Davidson, Mil. (25-1). 

“Bloomer Girl”—Court Sq., Spring- 
| field (24-26); Metropolitan, Provi- 
|}dence (27-1). 

“Blossom .Time”— Opera House, 


Chi. (17-1). 
“Born Yesterday”—Cass, Det. (17- 
22): Erlanger, Chi. (24-1). 


Tallu-Eagle’ Moderate 
$15,000 in Montreal 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 

Taliulah Bankhead, ending week's 
engagement (two matinees) in 
“Eagle Has Two Heads” Saturday 
(15), garnered only fairish $15,000 
in 1,850-seat His Majesty’s at $3.32. 
Play got bad going-over from the 
aisle-sitters. “Bloomer Girl” due 





| 
| 


1,525- | 


| involving 


| Opera 


here March 3. 





‘Brigadoon’ 196, 


Earnest’ $20,000, 
Park 296, Hub 


Boston, Feb. 18 
Two smash attractions came in 
last week in “Importance of Being 


Earnest” at the Plymouth and “Brig- 
adoon” at the Colonial. First had 
hottest notices any play has got this 
or almost any season and was a sell- 
out from the outset. though there 
were plenty of vacant seats first 
night on account of a ticket mixup 
Herrick’s. Second 
nearly unanimous praise with some 
reservations and after slow start 
looks good. 

“Call Me Mister” remained solid 
on penultimate week and “Up in 
Central Park” fared fine at the 
House. “Parlor Story” 
opened last night at the Wilbur (17) 


; and “A Flag Is Born” opens the new 


Center 


theatre tonight. “Glass Me- 
nagerie.” “Heartsong.” “Chocolate 
Soldier” and “Barefoot Boy With 
| Cheek” ahead. 

Estimates fer Last Week 


“Brigadoon,” Colonial (1.500: $4.20). 
Scotch musical fantasy had a private 


| house sale first night so crix didn't 


| 


cover until second 
were mostly good and_ certain 
amount of controversy in columns 
didn’t hurst. Result fairly good $19,- 
000 on first week with much better 
take expected on second current and 
final. 

“Call Me Mister.” Shubert 
$4.80). Eleventh week 
estimated $27.000 class 
more week after current to chalk 
uy longest musical run in vears. 
Show has averaged better than 
$28.900 for entire run. 

“Importance of Being Earnest,” 
Plymouth (1.200: $3.60). Smasheroo 
for this British importation with 
out-and-out raves in every newspa- 
per and a sellout for entire two 
weeks’ run on a Theater Guild- 
American Theater Society basis. Es- 
timate is $20,000 including TG-ATS 
discount and first-night accident in 
connection with agency tickets which 
left 70 or so of the best tickets un- 


night. Notices 


(1,590: 
remains in 
with one 


sold. Final week current. 
“Up in Central Park,” Opera 
| House (3,000; $4.20). Second week 


“Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost. 
| (17-1). 
| “Brigadeen”—Colonial. Bost. (17- 
| 22): Forrest, Pihlly (24-1). | 
“Checolate Seldier” — Forrest, 
Philly (17-22); Colonial, Bost. (24-1): 
“Countess Julie’ — Avon, Utica 


'<(17): Erlanger, Buff. (18-22). 

| “Dear Ruth”—Aud., Freeport (17); 
| Iowa, Cedar Rapids (18); Paramount, 
Waterloo (19): Music Hall, K. C. (21- 


| 22); Aud., Okla. City (24); Aud., 

| Bartlesville (25): Con. Hall, Tulsa | 

| (28); Arcadia, Wichita (1). 

| Alex.. Toronto (17-22); Erlanger, | 

| Buff. (24-1). j 
“Hamiet” — American, St. Louis 


(17-22); Aud., St. Paul (24-25); Ly- 

| ceum. M'p'l's. (26-1). 
“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (17-1). 

| “Heart Song”—Shubert, N. Haven 


| (27-1). - 
| “Lute Song” — Studebaker, Chi. 
| (17-1). 

| “Magnificent Yankee” — Erlanger, 


Chi. (17-22): Hartman, Col. (24-26); 
Cox. Cincy (27-1). 
“Moon for the Misbegotten”— 
| Hartman, Col. (20-22); Hanna, Cleve. 
(24-1). 
| “Oklahoma!”—Aud.. Cincy (17-22); 
| Aud., Memphis (25-1). 


| 
22). 
“Pygmalion”—Curran, Frisco (17- 
1). ; 
“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. 
(17-1). 
“State of the Union”—Natl., Wash. 
(17-1). 
“State of the Unien”—English, 
Ind’pls. (17-22); American, St. Louis 
| (24-1). 
| “Student Prince”—Aud.. St. Paul 
| (17); Capitol. Yakima (20): Temple. 





|\Tacoma (21); Aud., Everett (22); 
| Metropolitan, Seattle (24-1). : 
“The Glass Menagerie”—Ford’s, | 


Balto. (17-22): Plymouth, Bost. (24- 


1). Nay 
“The Glass Menagerie”—Civic Cen- 
ter. Bartlesville (17): Conv. Hall, 
Tulsa (18-19). 
“The Greatest of These”—Shubert- 


Lafayette, Det. (17-1). ‘ 

“The Importance of Being Ear- 
| nest” Plymouth, Bost. (17-22); 
| Ford's. Balto. (24-1). 


“The Red Mill’—Shubert. Philly 


remained on first week basis with 
ee $29,000: a solid attraction 
ere. 


‘Pygmalion’ 236, Frisco, 





“Eagle Has Two Heads”- Royal | ‘Anna Lucasta’ $24,000 


; San Francisco, Feb. 18. 

‘Pygmalion,” starring Gertrude 
Lawrence and Dennis King, opened 
‘at the 1,776-seat Curran Tuesday (11) 


| to rave reviews and chalked up a fine | 
of $23,000. Last | 


first week gross 
weck, Mae West wound up her sec- 


ond and final week of “Come On Up” 


“Parlor Story”—Wilbur, Bost. (17- | 


i Denver, Feb. 18. | (17-1) z 
AP renner did a big $11,000 in the| “Three to ate Ready”—Black- 
%oUU-seat Auditori rj a $3.60 | stone. Chi. (17-1). 
top uditorium with a $ s 98 ~ eet park” — Opera 

The same production turned in | House. Bost. (17-1). 
$22,000 more in Laramie, Wyo.;| “Veice of the Turtle Hanna, 
Boulder, Colorado Springs and | Cleve. (17-22): Colonial, Akron (24): 
Pueblo, all in Colorado, wiih. A. M.{ Shea's. Evie (25): Sheas. Bradford 
Oberfelder, ; Denver: ; Jamestown (27); Park, 


Coking these spots. PT Pere 


impresario, 4 (26); Shea's. 


A Youngstown (28-dd. « 


with an okay gross of $18,000. 
“Anna Lucasta.” picking up as it 
goes along at the 1,550-seat Geary. 


1 es fourth week gross of 


Blackstone in $13,700 
Grab at St. Louis Stand 


St. Louis. Feb. 18. 


? 
| 


| 





Bway Attendance 


Up; Sons’ Hits 196, 


‘John’ $18,600 in First Full Week, 
‘Sweethearts 32/46; Surratt’ Out 


Attendance along Broadway 
having been at midweek due to Lin- 
coln’s Birthday. Matinees were ex- 
cellent and the night before was 
much better than usual. Current 
week finales with Washington's Birth- 


|} day and as that holiday is on Satur- 
|day (22), no extra performances but 


got | 


| week) (M-1,900; $4.80). 


the last half should see strong thea- 
tre patronage dependent on weather 
That was also a factor last. week 
when temperatures were mild 
throughout. 


Big grosses for “John Loves Mary” 


and “All My Sons” indicate they'll 
be prosperous stayers Sharp dts- 
appointment was the yanking of 
“The Story of Mary Surratt” afte: 
eight days. Revival of “Craig's 
Wife” drew most favorable notices 
with a rave or two from critics. 


Only openings this week are Donald 
Wolfit's English Shakespearean rep- 
ertory. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (3d week) 
(D-1,095; $4.80). Picked up to bet- 
ter than $19,000; excellent money for 
postwar drama. 

“Annie Get Yeur Gun,” Imperial 
(40th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). In its 
10th month and still playing to the 
limit of standees; gross of nearly 
$45,500 tops all musicals. 

“Anether Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (13th week) ‘(D-968: $4.80). 
Perked up and approximated $19,500, 
which is real money for serious 
drama. 

“Beggar's Holiday,” Broadway (8th 
Doing very 
well but in such a large house ca- 
pacity draw is difficult; $32,000. 

“Bern Yesterday,” Lyceum (55th 
week) (C-993;: $4.80). Statement 
shows $21,000 or slightly more week 
after week and it'll be that way in- 
definitely 

“Call Me Mister,” 
week) (R-1.104: $6). GI revue’s ap- 
peal is undiminished judging from 
the weekly takings that are close to 
$33,000. 


“Carousel,” 


National (44th 


Maiestic (96th week) 
(M-1,667;: $6). Picked up as usual 
when there’s a holiday and long- 
staying musical was 
araund $32.500. 

“Christopher Blake,” Music Box 
(llth week) (D-979: $480). One 
drama that didn’t improve: around 
$14.500 last week and doubtful of 
sticking. 

“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 
(6th week) (M-1,319: $6). One of 
the newer musical clicks that is sure 
of running throuch summer and be- 
yond: capacity $42.000. 

“Happy Birthday.” Broadhurst 
(16th week) (CD-1,160: $4.80). One 


‘of the season's standout draws and 


|is capacity 
lances: 


virtually all 
nea'lty $30,500. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (120th week) 
(C-920: $4.20). Holiday helped but 
long-runner is always in the money: 
takings last week estimated around 
$18.500. 

“Iretime.” Center (35th week) (R- 
2.994: $2.40). Improved to around 
$31,000: holiday prices helped thea- 
tre rink revue. 

“Jean of Lorraine” Alvin (13th 
week) (D-1.331: $4.80). Leading 
drama grosser will hold its capacity 
plus pace until the end of the run in 


perform- 


'early Mav: $32.500. 


“John Leves Mary,” Booth (2d 
week) (C-712: $4.80). Looks like a 
click- sealed toa do $18.600 week! 
and that was the count in first full 


' week- mav move to larger house. 


, week) (C-613: $3.60). 


Blackstone and his mystic magic | 


grabbed a neat $13,700 for his one- 
week stand at the American 
wound up Saturday (15). The 1,700- 
seat house was scaled to $2.44. 
Lovers of Shakespearean drama 
are getting their first chance during 
the local dramatic season at the 
| American, sole legiter here. Maurice 
Evans in “Hamlet” opened a one- 
week Stand last night ‘(Mon.). The 
house is scaled to $3.66. with a neat 
advance reported. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
Second and last week of “Voice 
of the Turtle” resulted in a wallop- 
ing $26,500, or 
than show did on opening session 
to give comedy hit $47.500 on the 
|run. That's terrific schedule in order 


to bring it back for a return before | 


the end of the season. 

Cancellation this week of ZaSu 
Pitts in “A Dangerous Woman” and 
of Elizabeth Bergner’s two one- 
acters next week is darkening Nixon 


for the first time this season. House 
will be shuttered. until O'Neill's 
“Moon For the, Mishegotten”. comes 
tin March 3. ares ‘ 


‘iédving for 


| 1.087: $4.80). 


that | ne*t Monday (24): played 42 weeks 


“Life With Father,” Biiou (376th 
Held its own: 
run leader again around $8,500. 
which nets some profit. 

“OQ Mistress Mine,” Empire (CD- 
Announced to resume 


, until forced to suspend: Ruth Draper 


about $5,500 more | 


| opera 


ten can in final week 
“Oklahema!” Sit James (20I1st 
week) (M-1.509: $4.80). Plans are 
for a comvany in London late spring 
but Broadway's musical champ will 
dovbhtiess stil! be here: $27 000. 


“Present Lauchter.” Plymouth 
(16th week) ‘(M-1.063: $480). Has 
scored a goodly engagement and 


should last into spring: takings last | 


week appreached $16.000. 
“State of the Union.” Hudson 
(66th week) (CD-1.057: $4.80). | 


Should plav through another sum- 
mer: cleaning wn. as are two road 
comnanies: $24.000. 

“Street Seene.” Adelphi (6th 
week) (M-1.434: $6). Drawing an 
crowd in addition to play- 
goers and is getting big money; 
over $39.000. 

“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale 
(13th week) (CD-1.025: $4.80). An- 
other week after this and then to 
road: veross improved last week 
io $14,500. “The Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest” ‘John Gielgud) follows 
March 3 

“The Iceman Cometh.” Beck (19th 
‘week (D-1,213: $5.40). Another play 
road soon, being due 


im- | 
| proved last week, betterment mostly 


te tour March 
500. 

“The Story of 
Henry Miller. Taken off Saturday 
(15) after playing one week and 
a night: around $8,500. Coast-made 
attraction needed much more to 
break even. 

“The Veice of the Turtle,” 
co (149th week) ‘(C-939: $7.60). Lit- 
tle change in takings last week, 
when count approximated $10,000; 
road company big 

“Years Age.” 


17; last week, $16.- 


Mary Swvrratt,” 


Moros- 


Mansfield (lith 
week) (C-1,001: $4.86). Aimed into 
warm weather: attendance consist- 
ently strong though somewhat vari- 
able: $22,000 
REVIVALS 

“King Lear,” “As Yeu Like Kh” 
and “The Merchant of Venice,” Cen- 
tury (1,712; $4.80). British repertery 


headed by Donald Wolfit opened 
Tuesday (18) to high scale for 
Shakespeare. 

“Burlesque.” Belasco ‘(8th week) 
(C-1,077; $480). Among the best- 
liked revivals. Indications are for 
continuance through spring: excel- 


lent money, up to &21.000 

“Henry VI.” “What Every Wem- 
an Knews,” “John Gabriel Berkman” 
and “Andrecles and the Lien.” In- 
ternational (1,172; $4.20). Final and 
16th week for the quartet of clas- 
Sics; around $17,500 last 


' week; re- 
vival of “Yellow Jack” Thursday 
(27) next week 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(18th week) (C-1,064: $4.20). Com- 
mands excellent business and ad- 
vance sale indicates an indefinite 
Stay: $20,000. 


“Cyrane de Bergerac,” Barrymore 
(198th week) (CD-1,096: $4.80). Mak- 
ing much longer stay than was an- 
ticipated; consistently profitable 
grosses; $18,500 last week. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (4th week) 
(M-1,382; $480). Drawing standees, 
takings went to $32,500 last week; 
oor hana money for vintage mu- 
sical. 

“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse ‘ist 
week) (D-865; $4.80). Mostly favor- 
able press and indicated chances are 
for moderate success rating. 





Mill 376, Philly, 
Soldier’ $32,000, 
‘Lucasta $1350 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 

With legit business at an unusu- 
ally high peak, Philly is suffering 
\from a serious shortage and, from 
| all indications, will continue to do 
so for some time. Last week's b.o. 
reaction at the three legit houses 
active, demonstrates the situation 
clearly. Leader was again “The Red 
| Mill,” which got $37,000, capacity, in 
; its second week at the Shubert. 


Close on the heels of the Victor 
| Herbert revival, however, was “The 
Chocolate Soldier,’ which tallied a 
sensational $32,000 im its first full 
week at the Forrest. Gross represent- 
ed a sellout from Wednesday mat- 
inee on. Difference between two re- 
vivals is that “Red Mill” came in 
with a terrific advance, whereas 
“Soldier’s” advance sale had lagged 
somewhat behind. Both shews got 
fine notices but those of “Soldier” 
were in the rave class and by Friday 
,morning (after opening) a line had 
formed at the b.c. which didn't break 
for three days. 
| Philly's only other legiter last 
|week was the long-staying “Anna 
Lucasta.” and this drama alse did 
very well with $13,500 reported for 
its eighth week. Show will stay here 
until end of next month. with “Glass 
| Menagerie” slated te follow either 
24th or 3lst of Mareh. “Lucasta” has 
already set season's long-run recerd 
with “Voice of the Turtle” (8 weeks) 
as runner-up. 

Bookings are now in a chaotic state 
| here. Walnut has no bookings until 
|March 17 when a try-out, “Heart- 
| song.” is listed for two weeks on sub- 
scription. Incidentally, Theatre So- 
ciety subscribers are getting their 
plays all in a bunch with “Briga- 
doon.” “Heartsong” and “The Iceman 
Cometh” lined up. Forest is the best 
taken care of. with “Bathsheba” 
(James Mason) set to follow the two 
weeks of “Brigadoon,” which starts 
next Monday. and then “State of the 


estimated | 


Union” skedded to follow “Bath- 
sheba.” Erlanger (indie) has no 
bookings. 


Perennial ‘Prince’ 14G, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 
Playing its 21st local engagement, 
the perennial “Student Prince” 
grossed a big $14,000 fer three 
nights 'and a matinee at $3 tap in 
the 1.900-seat Lyceum. 
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VARIETY 





OBITUARIES 


LUCIUS HENDERSON 

Lucius Henderson, 99, reputed to 
the oldest member in years of The 
Lambs, died in New York yesterday 
(18), He had spanned a colorful 
eareer in the theatre, having been 
an accomplished concert pianist, 
actor, producer and director of both 
stage and screen productions. 

In his youth he studied music 
under Clarence Eddy, celebrated or- 
ganist of that era, in Chicago, and | 
later taught music there. He later | 





and “Songs of Dawn and Twilight.” 

Survived by widow, the former 
Emily Evelyn Beglin, retired Met- 
ropolitan Opera singer. 





| 


MRS. DONALD NELSON 

Mrs. Donald Nelson, 28, wife of 
the president of the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture Produ- 
cers, died Feb. 12 in Hollywood after 
an illness of two weeks. Death came 
two days before the Nelsons were 
to celebrate their second wedding 





i ‘tor ¢ iversary. 
decided to become an actor and | anniv . bf 
layed juvenile roles with Mod-| Born Marguerite Coulbourn in 
jesk Connecticut, she became Nelsons | 


jeska and Mme. Janich’s companies 
and after that had toured in com- 
panies of Salvini, Booth and Barrett 
in Shakespearean repertory. He 
eventually tried his hand at legit 
producing, being associated with 
Edwin Milton Royle, playwright in 
the production of “Friends,” in 
which he also appeared in the cast. 
For a time he had trouped in vaude 
doing an act satirizing Ignace Pade- 
rewski, pianist. He later collabed 
with Dr. Alice Smith on the play, 
“Strength of the Weak,” produced 
by John Cort at the Liberty, San 
Francisco, at time of the earthquake. 

After appearing on Broadway in 
several productions including ‘“The 








ROLAND BOTTOMLEY 


To all friends of my _ late 
brother, ROLAND BOTTOMLEY, 
for the many kind letters of sym- 

thy I have received, also for the 

rail tributes, I wish to extend 


my deep appreciation and heart- 
felt thanks. 


ROBERT BOTTOMLEY 


Opera House, Scarborough, Eng. 





Great John Ganton,” he diverted to 
motion pictures as actor-director for 
the old Thanhauser Co., Hearst’s- 
International Pix and others. He 
then went abroad to produce films 
in London and Italy. In 1920 he or- 
ganized his own producing unit, 
American Cinema Co., in which he 
is reputed to have lost a fortune. 
After that he returned to the stage 
in the Shuberts production of “My 
Maryland,” which he toured with for 
three seasons and retired in 1929. 











secretary in Washington during his | 
wartime service as chief of the War | 
Production Board, They were mar- | 
ried Feb. 14, 1945, shortly after Nel- | 
son took over as head of SIMPP. | 





DAVID J. CHATKIN 
David J. Chatkin, 58, chief of 
Metro’s music department, died Feb. | 
14 in Palm Springs, Calif., after a| 
heart attack. 
Before joining Metro, he was an | 


executive of the Balaban & Katz | attorney. 
theatre chain in Chicago and direc- | 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McCoy, son, 
Washington, Feb. 5. Mother is Lynn 
Allison, former vocalist with house 
orch at Loew's Capitol. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Passman, son, 
Washington, Feb. 7. Father is pro- 
duction manager for WTOP-CBS, 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Morton, son, 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. Father is a 
composer-arranger at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shaw, son, 
Philadelphia, Feb. 10. Father is news 
commentator and analyst at WCAU, 
Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Parker, son, 
Santa Monica, Feb. 13. Mother is 
Marion Pierce of the stage; father K 





a film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Wampler, | 
son, Pittsburgh, Feb. 10. Father's on 
KQV staff in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Longnecker, 
son, Hollywood, Feb. 12. Mother is 
Ruth Hussey of stage and screen; 
father is a radio agent. 


MARRIAGES 





out from top of the ticket box. Tick- 
ets fall down the spindle on a wire 
thread running the full hefght of the 
box and cannot be reached or tam- 
pered with once they fall through 
the slot at the top. Box has room 
for a dozen spindles on top to be 
used for different priced tickets and 
for different nights of the week, 
Periodic Checker-Uppers 

Every hour the doorman is re- 
quired to drop a numbered brass 
ring down the spindle which indi- 
cates hourly rate of ticket sales. At 
end of any period set by owner or 
circuit district manager, box is 
opened and tickets are removed 
strung on the wire indicating exact 
order is which numbered tickets 
were sold and collected. If numbers 
on tickets on wire are not in a fairly 
good consecutive order, thé exhib 
knows that shenannigans have been 
going on in the theatre. Consecutive 
order of the collected tickets pro- 
vides the only way by which the 
exhib, for the first time in 35 years 
of the film business, can check his 
eash register accuracy. 


Single drawback to wide accep- 





Daphne Skouras to Oren Root, Jr., 
New York, Feb. 15. Bride is 
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Spyros 
Skouras, prexy of 20th-Fox; he’s an 


Lita Warner to Dr. Nathan Hiatt, 


tor of theatre management for Par- |L.A., Feb. 18. Bride is daughter of 
amount Publix in New York. | late Sam Warner and adopted 
He was a brother of Jack Chat-|daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 


tance of the box by indie exhibs 
may be that while it stops employee 
cheating against the exhib, it also 
will increase difficulty of exhib 
chiselling against major distributors 
on percentage pictures. According to 
Randel, distribs in the future may 
insist that the such boxes as his be 
used on each percentage deal with 
checking of the stubs to be handled 





kin, of the Universal film exchange |M. Warner, ‘prez of Warner Bros. 

in Chicago, and Herbert Chatkin,} Elizabeth Sanders to Len Boyd, 
manager of the Century theatre,|Las Vegas, Feb. 15. Groom is a 
Chicago. Hollywood publicist. 


- . Sanny Lou Sherman to Peter Lu- 
CHARLES F. SCHWERIN 'cas, Chicago, Feb. 13. Groom is 


Charles F. Schwerin, 67, veteran | wRRM staff announcer. 
film distribution exec who started Mary Davis to Bill Lightfoot, San 





Amus. Corp. in 1914, died Thursday | ; : y 
(13) in New York, Later with try |ist_at_KABC, Tee 2 ae 
original First National Pictures, he |~ ‘ 
subsequently was associated in vari- 
ous capacities with Grand National, 
Metro and Columbia. ane 

Born in Newark, Schwerin re-| Marjorie Woodworth to Michael 
tired from the industry four years |Kosturick, Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
ago to become a distributor of elec- | Bride and groom are film players. 
trical merchandise in New York, His! Mary Graham Minor to Landon 
widow, a son, two sisters and a/| Laird, Kansas City, Feb. 8. . Bride is 
brother survive. gal line producer; groom is drama 
editor of the Kansas City Star. 

June Hansen to Paul Frees, Los 
Angeles, Feb. 18. Groom is a radio 
actor. 


Osa Massen to Dr. Harvey Cum- 
mins, Los Angeles, Feb. 16. Bride is 
a screen actress. ‘ 





2 WALTER J. HAYES 
Walter J. Hayes, 52, vaude and 
musicomedy actor, died in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Jari. 29. 








SIDNEY TOLER 
Sidney Toler, 73, stage and screen 
actor, known recently for his film 
roles as Charlie Chan, died Feb. 12 
at his home in Beverly Hills, Calif. 
As a lad Toler broke into show 
business at the Ninth Street Theatre, 
Kansas City, in “The Master Man.” 
After touring in road companies with 
Julia Marlowe and Corse Payton he 
landed on Broadway in 1903 with 
“The Office Boy.” His first starring 
venture was “Billy Baxter.” 1905- 
1907, after which he toured and 
played in stock in New England. As 
a playwright he authored “The Belle 
of Richmond,” “The Dancing Master” 
and “The House on the Sands,” 
among others. 


Toler became a film actor in 1929, 
making his bow in the Metro pro- 
duction, “Madame X,” followed by 
“Speak Easily,” “The Phantom Pres- 
ident,” “Call of the Wild” and many 
others, 


On the death of Warner Oland in 
1938, Toler fell heir to the Charlie 
Chan role, with occasional appear- 
ances in other films. The last two 
Chan films were made last summer. 

Surviving is his widow. 





BENO SLESIN 


Beno Slesin, 40, since last October 


United Artists manager in Colombia, 
died Feb. 15 in the crash of a Co- 


lombian DC-4 airliner near Bogota, 


Colombia. Arriving in New York 
only two weeks ago for homeoftice 


conferences, he had left on Thursday } 


(13) by plane to return to Bogota, 


A native of Lithuania, Slesin had 
been with Warners from 1928-1946 as 


general manager in Europe, Africa 


and the Near East prior to joining 


United Artists. His widow, a daugh- 
ter and six-weeks-old son survive. 


UA is making arrangements to 


ship the body back to the U. S. for 
interment in New York in accord- 
ance with widow's wishes. 





FREDERICK W. VANDERPOOL 

Frederick W. Vanderpool, 70, 
actor and composer who wrote more 
than 350 songs since the turn of the 
century, died Feb. 13 at his home in 
Newark, N, J. 

Born in Brooklyn, Vanderpool 
studied voice and appeared in vaude. 
Trouping with De Wolf Hopper in 
“Mr. Pickwick” from 1901 to 1904, 
he was also seen as a member of a 
quartet known as The Four Singers. 
An ASCAP member, he had written 
guch songs as “The Want Of You” 


He had been in vaude for a num- Helen Regel to John Mach, Pitts- 
\ber of years, appearing in produc- burgh, Feb. 15, Bride is on WB ex- 
ltion acts and had also appeared in | Change staff. 

several musicals, including “Perils| Velma Cooper to Bayard Bloom, 
| of Pekin” and “Roly Poly Eyes.” He| Rutledge, Pa, recently. Bride is 
was an expert soft-shoe dancer, in- former singer and mother of Donna 
corporating this in most of his stage | Dae, radio songstress. 


appearances, : Mary Foy to Lyle Latell, North 
Survived by widow, Frances |Hollywood, Feb. 17. Bride is a mem- 
Hayes, formerly of show business 


ber of the Foy family; groom a stage 
and screen actor. 

Anita Savant to Richard Canning, 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. Bride is a 


and now a nurse. 





FRANKLIN M. TINSDALE 

Franklin M. Tinsdale, 76, pioneer 
in film industry and associated for 
many years in New York with 
Biograph Films, died in Los Angeles, 
Feb. 14. 

Tinsdale also was an actor and 
director for several early Mary Pick- 
ford and Clara Kimball Young films. 
Later he owned and operated one of 
first educational and industrial film 


secretary at Warners; groom an ad- 
vertising exec, 





New Tix-Taker 


Continued from page i 


companies. employees will immediately end. 
He leaves widow, daughter and Trade-named “Stub-Rod Control,” 
son, the device was invented privately by 


Henry Randel, chief of Paramount’s 
New York exchange, in collaboration 
with I, Dashen, with manufacture 
and distribution slated to begin 
in the next few months. Inventor’s 
model, which has been tried out ex- 
perimentally in several out-of-town 
theatres over the past half-year, was 
installed secretly at the Gotham, 
N. Y., yesterday (18) for a final 60- 
day test run under condition of 
Broadway’s hectic boxoffice opera- 
tion. 

Basic principle of the box, which 
has no motors, mechanical springs 
or other complex moving parts, is 
the establishment of the collected 
tickets’ number continuity in such a 
way that will clearly show up resale 
of palmed ticket stubs by the door- 
man-to-manager-to-cashier double- 
play combination, This is the most 
~-common form of cheating by house 
employees, and while no total of 
stolen money can be accurately cal- 
culafed, some circuit operators esti- 
mate that at least 2% of the coun- 
try’s boxoffice gross finds its way 
into illicit pockets. 

Here’s how the box works: Tickets 
are sold at the booth in the usual 
manner but have to be printed dif- 
ferently than now. Two quarter- 
inch diameter holes are symmetric- 
ally placed on both wings of the 
ticket with a perforation down the 
middle for tearing purposes. As the 
doorman receives the tabs, he tears 
them down the perforation, handing 
one-half to the payee and placing 
the other half on a spindle coming 





ANNE BURAK 

Anne Burak, 24, former aerialist 
with Ringling Bros. Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, died Feb. 14 at Colo- 
rado Springs, succumbing to tubercu- 
losis. 

She was “Miss Venus” in the Dali 
exhibition at N. Y. World's Fair in 
1939 and joined the Ringling Circus 
later, 





GEORGE DE COSTA 


George De Costa, 48, nitery come- 
dian and singer, died in Chicago, 
Feb. 16. Until his illness, De Costa 
had been a member of a trio that 
played many Chicago niteries. 

Survived by widow and two broth- 


ers. 









Met Opera 


Continued from page |! 


tofore, complete recordings of 
operas by established opera com- 
panies were available through Vic- 
tor or Columbia disked by foreign 
groups like La Scala of Milan, Glyn- 
debourne in England, Bayreuth Fes- 
tival in Germany, and smaller units. 
The few complete operas recorded 
in this country have been made with 
pickup artists from miscellaneous 
opera companies. The Metropolitan’s 
prestige, backing these albums, will 
carry great weight with music buy- 
ers, 

















his career with the old Essankay | Antonio, Feb, 14. Bride is reception- | 


cheating now going on by theatre’ 


by the distribs themselves. In any 
case, new box has aroused consid- 
erable interest among circuit owners 
who can’t oversee operations at their 
‘various houses, and especially among 
|execs if theatre chains 0. 0. by the 
|majors who are ‘not faced with 
| temptation of chiselling on percen- 
tage deals. 








| Miami Crowded 


Continued from page 1 





siphoning off business via the use 
of rhumba bands and entertainment. 
All this despite a local ordinance 
which allowed only a string orches- 
tra and no entertainment, with a 
midnight closing. Climax brought 
a ban by city council on such goings- 
lon, with an unspoken compromise 
allowing the hotels to continue with 
the rhumba juntas as long as they 
closed at midnight. Hotel ops in 
the main wanted to know why, with 
their industry the biggest in the 
area, the law allowed a smattering 
of clubs to run them. Pointed out 
that if the same plaint was brought 
by New York club ops, the hotels 
would run them out of business. 


However, it was realized though 
the clubs are far outnumbered, they 
are an integral part of the town’s 
life during the season and that a 
compromise should be reached. Most 
hotels agree and insist that they 
would rather have the clubs provide 
the entertainment than they them- 
selves. Insist that the few that 
want to compete are causing the 
trouble and that, come summer, it 


will be all straightened out for next 
season, 


Formerly eafes cried that casinos 
were drawing off the spenders, This 
season has proven differently. Most 
of the Broward and Dade county 
chance spots are way off. Some 
up to 50%. Colonial Inn, which last 
season took in close to $6,000,000, 
this year is not near one quarter the 
take. This despite the best in tal- 
ents, in addition to the casino. 


Cafe-wise, a Danny Kaye, with a 
$60,000 gross, brought the Copa- 
cabana out of the doldrums. But 
the minimum had to be hypoed, for 
the room seats only 500. With the 
Ritz Bros. current and Mickey Roo- 
ney coming in, this class spot must 
of necessity keep those beverage 
minimums ($5 and $7) up. 

Only spot that has been a front- 
runner, biz-wise, has been the 
Beachcomber, due mainly to smart 
booking and bringing in an added 
topper to keep them coming. IIlus- 
tration would be the addition of 
Harry Richman to the Sophie Tuck- 
er-Jackie Miles click now in their 
third week. But how many can 
keep booking in this manner? The 
smaller spots that have tried to com- 
pete just can’t get going. 

The tourists aren’t going out more 
than once a week. It’s again a case 
of too much and too many, both 
nightclub-wise and shop-wise. Ho- 
tels are filled, but the clubs aren't. 
It'll be a record year for hotels and 
the popular-priced amusements such 
as pic houses and dog tracks. Hia- 
leah is 10% behind last year on 
attendance and tote. And for res- 
taurants, it’s the popular-priced 
spots again, As for cafeterias and 
beer joints, most cafe men would 
like to own a few. 
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_* Inter-Faith 
Continued from page 1 
been working on the 
past three months ee the 
Peter Lyon, prez of the Co 
Writers Guild; Robert Heller — 
ducer for Columbia Broadcast ~ 
System; Arnold Pearl, Script ae 
Hope Spingarn and Dr. ee 
Young. They are originally — 
io attend the confabs launched be 
the trio of organizations as e by 
in the radio field. roe 

Radio Monitoring 

Permanent unit to be se 
|lowing admission of other 
planned 


t up fol. 
to operate on thaed tea 
functions—monitoring, research and 
program creation. All radio Dro. 
grams will be monitored, it's under 

stood, with the idea of developing . 
technique to be applied later to Sy 
stage and newspapers. In the creative 
|line, sponsors hope to build UP a 
paid writers staff and augment it 
with a large sdvisory group of ex. 
pert radio scripters. 

With the development of the or. 
ganization, backers expect ultimately 
to put on their own programs which 
would serve the dual purpose ‘of 
presenting the case for minorities in 
America and hit back at any viol. 
tors of a code yet to be drafted, One 
of the prime initial objectives se} 
forth in the group’s preamble js ts 
smash “the perpetuation of stereo. 
types which cause embarrassment 
to American minorities.” 

A false picture of minorities js 
currently being presented by the 
popular media, the preamble says, 
and “it is hoped through a coop- 
eration with radio to prove that 
these concepts are not only false but 
bad business.” Statement of aims of 
the campaign opens: “We believe 











,' radio as it now operates is not meet- 


ing the critical responsibilities it has 
itowards ultimate crystalization of 
public concepts.” 

“Since people of other nations de- 
pend, for the most part, on radio 
and films for their evaluation of our 
people and traditions and conse- 
quently, our ideals, it is imperative 
these media provide a truthful Te- 
flection of the fundamental democ- 
racy of the American people,” the 
preamble states. A false picture of 
our culture is being presented, it 
adds, and if this is permitted to con- 
tinue in this most crucial period, it 
|may well contribute to the gradual 
deterioration of good will and un- 
derstanding. 

Among the organizations current- 
ly being invited to participate are 
the CIO, the AFL, B'nai B'rith, the 
Federal Council of Churches, the 
American Jewish Congress, Catholic 
Interracial Counsel, American Vet- 
erans’ Committee, Council Against 
Intolerance, Young Men's Christian 
Assn. Young Women’s Christian 
Assn:, National Lawyers’ Guild, 
Freedom House and the Progressive 
Citizens of America, All these 
groups have worked together in the 
past on the Committee Against 
Lynching. Their enlistment in the 
campaign is considered highly prob- 
able by the backers of the move. 


Schaefer’s Deal 


Continued from page 3 Gam 
ducers who comprise Liberty turned 
down the offer, figuring there were 
already enough pariners. 

A rar in the deal with Schaefer 
may have been, it is believed, the 
insistence of David Loew, who 's 
partnered with Charles Einfeld in 
Ent. Loew had coin invested in ‘To- 
morrow the World” and “GI Joe. 
on both of which Schaefer supel 
vised distribution and got consider 
ably more gross than had 4 
originally estimated by the distrib, 
United Artists. . 

With both sides hush-hush nw 
cerning the unusual investment as 
lpect of the deal, a number of points 
re still unclear. For inca 
whether the $250,000 put UP | 
Schaefer is a personal investme? 
or advanced by Equity Capital ont 
a financing outfit which he hea 
Also, whether the coin gives Scha ; 
fer common or preferred stock, ° 
both, and how much? _~ has 

In previous deals which he brie 
talked regarding supervising en 
bution for indies he has insist Por 
non-exclusivity. It is believ me 
in this case he will handle En 7 
prise alone, with the exception s 
several minor deals in whic 
already involved. 

Schacter, former head of UA sr 
RKO, is now on the Const bes P 
with Ent execs on their linetr- 
tial pic is “Ramrod,” Joel Lge 
Veronica Lake western, which tet, 
the UA release schedule for tes i 
but will open preliminary | *uarch 
Utah next week. Second 38 * 

















of Triumph,” which will be 7 
shown. 
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VARIETY 


CHATTER 





aes . Broadway 


Max Gordon off to Florida on 
vacation, , 
vo Mike Wear (Variety), back after 
jong nespsse siege. ots te 

Lodewick Vroom now managing 
the Miller theatre. 

Osear Serlin to Hollywood and 
vacation at Victorville, Cal. 

Irving Brechen in town; his wife 
joins him east next week. 

Maurice (Horse-and-Bergy Berg- 
man will be bedded another week. 

Jules Levey in New Orleans for 
reem of his UA pic, “New Orleans.” 

Jeanne Cagney out of “The Ice- 
man Cometh,” Anna Minot replaced. 

Bernard Simon off to Pine Bluff, 
Ark., for a month, for first home- 
town visit in 17 years. 

Miriam Teschner, 
newspaper contact, back at the shop 
after a sinus operation 

Hook Lewin, of Madison Square 
Garden restaurant, claims to be the 
first bartender-columnist. 

Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus 
a bit later than usual because of 
hockey playoffs. 


Kent Smith heading back for the | 


Coast after weel’s vacation follow- 
ing close of “Mary Surratt.” 

Clifford C. Fischer due in on the 
SS. America Saturday (23) after a 
lengthy stay on the Continent. 

Eddie Anker, former Albany news- 
paperman, honored by the Albany 
Club, Waldorf-Astoria, last week, 

Oliver Sayler, back to staff of As- 
sociation of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers, after being ill nine weeks. 

Kay Buckley forced out of the No. 
2 femme lead in “Burlesque” by ap- 
penderiemy attack. Now at LeRoy 
ean. 

J. Arthur Warner, Wall streeter, 
racetrack owner and show biz in- 
vestor, in Doctors hospital for 10- 
days’ observation for colitis. 

Joe Louis restaurant on Harlem’s 
125th street due to fold the end of 
the month, a flopperoo. New build- 
ing was erected for the champ by 
Lou Brooks. 


Columbia pix |} 


INS columnist arrived there Fri 
(14th). oe 

Sammy Kaye will publish new 
song “I’m A Rollin’,’ which Jackie 
Miles and Sunny Skylar cleffed re- 
cently. 

Latin Quarter, Copacabana and 
Beachcomber staged a three-in-one 
switch of shows for round robin 
benefit for National Cardiac Home, 
Sunday (16). 

Every biggie in town turned out 
for first world preem here since pre- 
war. Pic was “Sin of Harold Diddle- 
bock” with Harold Lloyd making a 
personal. Staged at Lincoln theatre 
by Sonny Shepard. 








Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Arthur J. Casey, production man- 
ager of WOL-Mutual 
job after month’s absence because of 
illness. 
| State Dept lists M. Jacques Mana- 
| chem, director of French Broadcast- 
|} ing System, currently in New York 
at Waldorf-Astoria. 

Met’s Tagliavani and Dinah Shore 
signed to highlight this year’s White 


| House Correspondents’ dinner March | 
dickering for | 


1, with committee 
Dusty Fletcher. 
Fred Polangin, D. C. flack for En- 
|terprise Pictures and others, will 
handle press, radio and video for 
new advertising firm being set up 
by Bert Sarazen and Robert Nathan. 
Patsy Kelly and Barry Wood, cur- 
rently a sock hit at Club Cairo, took 
time out to do a show. at Walter 


Richard Tyler 
Blake’) and Joyce Van Patten (“To- 
morrow the. World”), young Broad- 
way actors, White House guests past 
week for kick off of campaign for 
Childrens’ Memorial Forest in Pal- 
estine. 





Hildy Parks, who's signed for the 
ingenue lead in “Bathsheba.” the | 
James Mason starrer, is th: wife of | 
Sid Moss of the William Morris ra- 
dio department. | 

Lucius Beebe appeared at party | 
marking the opening of American | 
stock in Mexico City dolled up in red 
checkered sports shirt, but with 
dancing pumps. 

Kathleen O’Brien, last in “Bloomer 
Girl,” doing choreography of Equity 
Library Theatre production of “Mis- 
tress of the Inn,” at Hudson Park | 
Library Feb. 26-27-28. | 

Hotel Astor, cautious because of | 





the Longchamps liquor-charging jam, | local second run 


has stopped liquor-on-credit to cus- 
tomers. 


etc., however, are ignoring the State | after a 


Liquor Authority ruling. 

Groucho Marx, havin seen a 
rough ¢ut of “Copacabana” which in- 
cludes in its cast (7) three Broad- 
way nhewspapermen who play them- 
selves, predicts that next year they 


will be known. as the Three Stooges. 
Mrs. Louis (Virginia) de Roche- 
mont, rest-cured in Palm Springs, 


due back next week with her pro- 
ducer-husband, who prepares for 
ror of “Spoonhandle” (20th- 

ox), which will be shot entirely in 
Maine. 

Mary Pickford, recovered from ill- 
ness which had her bedded in N. Y., 
remains over until the end of the 
week when she returns to the Coast 
or leaves with her husband, Buddy 
Rogers, for a southern vacation. 

Fred Astaire’s. terp school going 
all-out in introducing the “Astaire,” 
“Astaire Tango” and “Adele Waltz.” 
Academy is throwing a bracer break- 
fast at the Madison hotel Sunday (23) 
in which these choreos will be un- 
veiled. 

Shepard Henkin, Hotel New 
Yorker publicist, elected first perma- 
nent Commander of the Veterans 
Club of New York; Larry Nixon, for- 
merly with Pan-American Airways 
and ex-radio p.a.. named second asst. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Selleway 


Earl Carroll line into Clover club. 

Frank Sinatra back if town after 
Havana trip. 

Joan Blondell and the children 
left for Nassau, - 

_ Latin Quarter reported shuttering 
in early March. 

Dave Rubinoff in town for con- 
cert appearances, 

Gracie ‘Fields packing them in at 
swank Brook club. 

Joey Adams writing a sequel to 
his “Gags To Riches.” 

Town jammed, but late biz still 
offish for most spots. 

Kitty Davis putting her club on the 
block after this season. 

Monica Boyar, Dominican thrush, 
at Hollywood Beach hotel. 

Harold Erichs, Varirry business 
manager, at Lord Tarleton, 

Crosby Sisters joined Joey *Adams 
show at the Five ‘O'Clock club. 
_Tommy Dorsey, Perry Como and 
Guy Lombardo due in town any day. 

Florence Lust@, dress designer for 
top show biz femmes, at Lord Tarle- 
ton for rest. 

Eddie Davis making the rounds, 
coming down from Palm Beach Leon 
and Eddie's. 

Joe Pasternak and the missue 
house guests of Harry Richman, 
along with Luba Malina. 

u Holtz spending month's va- 
Cash at Roney Plaza. George Dixon, 





Most other niteries, eateries, | 


By Douglas L. Grahame 
Hipodromo de las Americas, local 


| race track, up for sale. 


Ancia Films, newsreel firm, to pro- 
duce feature pix in Monterrey near 
the Texas border. ; 

Maria Tereza Montoya starting 
world tour to focus attention on 
Mexican dramatic art. 

Collapse of set at Tepeyac film 
studio last week resulted in death of 
three workmen while 19 others were 
injured. 


Federal conciliation board settled 


employee strikes at Cine Alcazar, 

house, and Cine 

Encanto in Monterrey. ; 

Station XEFO on the air again 

10-day shutdown due to a 

| strike. Help won 60% pay hike 
and other advantages. 


“Alla en el Rancho Grande” 
(“Way Down on the Rancho 
Grande”), 1935 pic which reportedly 
grossed $4,000.000 (Mex), slated for 
remake in Technicolor. 

Zoot suit comic “Tin Tan” (Ger- 
man Valdez) saved by police from 
lynching at hands of irate patrons 


where he was three hours la - for a 
carnival date. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Andy's nitery has Alphonse Berge 
and models. 

Ray Pearl band into Prom Ball- 
room for five nights. 

Jane Pickens held over at Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 

University of Minnesota Theatre 
presenting “Rip Van Winkle.” 

Club Criterion resuming shows 
with Gordie Dudero orch and Ginny 
Lee. 

LeRoy J. Miller, Universal branch 
manager, to Milwaukee op business 
jaunt. 

“Henry V” into Lyceum March 2 
for two weeks under Theatre Guild 
sponsorship at $2.40 top. 

Joe Loeffler pinchhitting as Para- 
mount branch manager while Ben 
Blotcky vacations in the south. 

North Star Theatre Guild here 
first to get Katharine Corne!]’s okay 
to do “Barretts of Wimpole Street.” 

Max Shulman planed in from New 
York to weekend with family be- 
tween rehearsals of “Barefoot Boy 
With Cheek.” 

W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox central 
division manager. recovering nicely 
after major operation at Mavo clinic, 
Rochester, Minn. 


Copenhagen 


By Victor Skaarup 
Bergman's 








Ingrid 


Many British pix in local theatres, 
most of which were booked before 
American films came in. 

Lauritz Melchior’s first U. S. film, 
“Svoemmepigen” (“Thrill of a Ro- 
mance”), well received at the Pal- 
ladium. a 

“Going My Way” (Par) in its third 
month at the Grand despite bad no- 
tices. Reviewers thought the pic too 
sentimental. ; él 

French Existentialist playwright 
Jean Paul Sartre dominating Danish 
levit with three different plays spot- 
ted in as many theatres. : 

Danish State Radio's disk jockeys 
Lind and Berg Madsen plugging 
films by using excerpts from sound 
| tracks of such pix as “Blue Skies 
and “Stormy Weather. 








back on the} 


Reed Hospital last week, and guested 
at Variety Club's Valentine Party on | 
Monday (17). 


(“Christopher 


at Jalapa, Vera Cruz state capital, | 


London 


Tom Arnold bedded with serious 
attack of bronchitis. 

Scott and Whaley, recently split 
after 25 years partnership, are re- 
joining. 

The Joe Losses expect to make 
their first trip to America in Sep- 
tember, 

Basil Radford has rejoined cast of 


sence due to arthritis. 

Arthur Askey, with wife and child, 
and his manager, Jack Lister, sail 
for America, April 2, on their first 
visit, 





farm on the Isle of Wight for $200.,- 
; 000, and will take up farming in a 
| big way. 

Maryan Johannes Rawicz and 
Walter Landauer, now a _ standard 
vaudeville and concert act in Eng- 
j} land, applied for naturalization. 
| Hal Monty, who has been enter- 
| taining the United Services in Aus- 


tria for the last 10 weeks, has been | 


i held over a further eight weeks. 

| Special performance of Emile Lit- 
tler’s pantomime “Mother Goose” at 
the Casino Feb. 24 to aid Central 
British Fund for Jewish Relief and 


| Rehabilitation. 
Bertram Montague, local agent, 
and one of the biggest pantomime 


producers in England, 

Iris Kirkwhite, whe has been help- 

ing him in his productions. 
Henry Sherek’s latest play, 


ward, My Son,” written by actor 





former will also star, will 
have Peggy Ashcroft as femme lead. 

Anthony Hawtrey has leased the 
Grand theatre; Croydon, and now 
j has three tryout spots for new plays. 
Others are the Embassy, Swiss Cot- 
tage and Playhouse theatre, Buxton. 

Laurel and Hardy head the 
| vaudeville bill at Palladum for two 
weeks, starting March 10. In sup- 
port are Billy Cotton and _ band, 
Jack Train, Ronald Chesney and 
| others. e 

Lyons restaurants (the London 
Childs) are running concerts and 
| quizzes during afternoon electricity- 
cut hours, Wimbledon, a London 
suburb, is also arranging concerts 
oy afternoon at the local Town 
hall. 

Emile Littler has acquired rights 
| to American success of last decade, 
“Animal Kingdom,” 
produced by Peter Cotes. 
opens in Edinburgh, Feb. 21, 
comes to the West End 
in May. 

Committee for Verse and Prose, 
which has highbrow membership, 
including Poet Laureate John Mase- 


' 1 
which 


and 
sometime 





perform at pubs. Company called 
the Taverners will give first show 
at St. Helier’s Arms, Carshalton, 
with “Othello,” to be 


by Sheridan. 





| Palm Springs 
By Hank Goldenberg 

| Circus Room: Jackie Coogan and 
| bride. 
At the Bombay: Jack Dempsey and 
| Abe Roth. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Meiklejohn 
vacationing here. 

At Pago Pago: June Haver. Jimmy 


| Van Heusen, David Rose, Frank 
Sinatra. 
At the Tennis Club: Dennis 


O'Keefe and wife (Steffi Duna) 
Jane Withers, James Musio, Michael 
Garrison, Loren Tindall, Joe Valen- 
| tine. 

KCMJ. local CBS outlet, cele- 
brated first anniversary by broad- 
casting “Vox Pop” program over 
national hookup from Tennis Club 
last Tuesday. 

Mexico City group headed by Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Montes, prominent 
Mexican exhibitor, and Carlos Mar- 
tinez. director general of the Re- 
forma Hotel, Mexico city, visitors 
here. 

Sunning at the Racquet Club: Mr. 
'and Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn, Rex Har- 
rison and wife (Lilli Palmer) Anna- 
bella, Ann Rutherford, Cary Grant, 
Leo Morrison, Mr. and Mrs. Eddie 
Sutherland, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Bergen and Ken Murray. 

National Theatres’ top execs have 
just concluded three-day confab at 
Tennis Club. Some 60 toppers 
headed by prexy Charles Skouras 
attended meeting, which was also 
addressed | Spyros Skouras, 
| prez of 20th-Fox. Charles Skouras 
|reported that while there was a 
110% decline in patronage, box- 
office receipts are still at high war 
level years. 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 

Actress Inga Landgre leaving for 
the U. S. to study dramatics. 
Swedish film “Appassionata” re- 

rted a great success in Switzer- 
and. 

Swedish film technicians hired by 
ithe new Polish film industry in 
Warsaw. . 

Hollywood expressing interest in 
| film scripters Dagmar Edqvist and 
| Olle Hedberg. 

Viktor Rydberg’s 
| olla,” filmed 
,and never released, slated for film 
| production in Denmark 
| Tutta Rolf (Mrs. Jack Donahue) 
may return’ to her native Sweden 








“Adam Had | 
Four Sons” (Col.) panned by critics. 





novel “Sing- 


“Clutterbuck” after five months’ ab- | 


J. B. Priestley bought a 209-acre | 


matried to | 


“Ed- 


Robert Morley and Noel Langley, in | 


which will be | 
Show | 


field, is forming legit companies to 


followed by | 
more Shakespearean plays and plays | 


in Sweden years ago} 


| to appear in a picture about her 

late husband, Ernst Rolf. | Hollywood 

oferta £ im —— ps Alice | Brian Donlevys divorced 

redericks an u uritzen, ° 

| Jr., slated for production b Swed | Robert Montgomery to New Ore 
|ish Kungs Film with an all-Danish | leans. 


cast. Mary Stuart vacationing in Tulsa, 
‘Plans for 





. Tomorrow” by Zoe | Okla. 

Akins was poorly received here at oe : : : 

the Vasa theatre although cast’s van Tully aired in from New 

| coe aw a Eklund won praise | andrews Sisters on siesta for two 
Sine reeks 

| Svensk Filmindustry producing at = oo 5 : 

| «The Sixth Commandment” while | promehiti es: OS 

| Centrum Film has a picture of the! “po. c.. ttadi 

| same title currently in work with} Ray Crossett hospitalized with 


high fever. , 
Lee Zahler recovering from virus 
pneumonia, 


| Stig Jaerre] directing. 





. | Gene Tierney laid up with a 
Paris fractured toe. 
Olivia de Havilland bedded with 
By Maxime de Beix | food poisoning. 
Roger Ferdinand, Authors Society Eddie Albert and Margo planed 
prexy, prepping a new play. to Mexico City. 
P Susan Hayward and her twins 


Chilean pianist Claudio 
recital at Salle Pleyel a hit 


Gilbert Comte expecting Richard 
de Rochemont in Paris in April 


Cliff Fischer unable to be home in 


Arrau | pattling flu germs. 


Richard Arlen returned 
Manhattan vacation. 

Alexander Knox returned to work 
after a battle with flu 


from his 


time for his silver wedding anni- Clark Gable buying an Oregon 
versary. ranch for stock raising 
Yves Montand at Ambassadeur Virginia Field returned to work 
nitery with the Aime Barelli or- | @‘er a week out with flu. | 
chestra. Carmen Mburanda leaving for 
- ; Florida. for a nitery stint. 
Jean Hellmann cocktailing the Greer Garson and Richard Ney 


press to meet Paul White, David O. 
| Selznick’s rep. 
Kathleen Winsor's 
ber,” in the French 
best seller here. 
Han 


announced their separation. 
Marta Mitrovich, sereen actress, 
became an American citizen. 
’. Frank Freeman to St 
gustine, Florida, on vacation 
Eugene S. Bryden, stage director 
drew his final citizenship papers 
Sam Bischoff moved into new of- 
fices on the General Service lot 
John Balaban vacationing at La 
Quinta, where he owns a hote! 
Nancy Guild to Lake Arrowhead 
for a Snow Queen picture layout 


“Forever Am- 


translation, a | Au- 


Lederer, scouting Belgium 
,} and Nordic countries for circus acts, 
due soon in Paris. 

John Ringling North to Spain to 
| Clear visas for acts he booked there. 
| Then planing to N. Y. 

Bibliophilist Jean Genet writing a 


play titled “Les Bonnes” for pro- | , 

duction by Louis Jouvet. | asnic renee meat Gar ihe rea Ph 3 
Marcelle Rivier,- former stripper : a 

‘at the French Casino, N. Y., now a| Al Rockett laid up with bronchitis 


pee ‘—e be ager “se | Esther Williams and Ben Gaze 
[Pvtascelle Prgnaneitt Mirmande.. | ouying « house-in Acapulco, Mexico 
| Kane discovery in France, to stage |. Sir Alwyn Crow, nig gre 
a legit comeback at the Daunou. en Deborah Kerr on the Metro 
et the tae we Po Aebete James E. McPherson in from New 
' edition, married to Josiane faite. York for executive huddles at Re- 
| Allan Curtis and Patricia (Honey pubnte. 


| Chi : : rer | Dot Meyberg joined the Academy 
|Chile) Wilder killing an evening publicity staff as assistant to Don 
} at the Vie en Rose (Life in Pink) | Black. 
Wille filming a lion-tamer se | Louis Hyman in from Europe, 
} quence in Marseilles, actor Lucien | ae he established offices for Sol 
para Me severely clawed in the | ~ Joe Pasternak has a dissertation 
arm by a lion. dala’ fasue of 
Hellmuth Wilk, cousin of Jake on cooking in the next issue « 


Esquire. 

Harry Sherman and Joel McCrea 
took an option on a cattle ranch in 
| Nevada 

Lou Weiner in Sawtelle Veterans 
Hospital with recurrence of a war- 
time ailment. 

Martha O'Driscoll to Salt Lake 
City to tee off Utah’s March of 
Dimes drive. 

Gabriel Pascal returned from his 
La Jolla vacation to huddle with 
Lester Cowan. 

Ned Depinet in from New York 
to discuss production with Dore 
Schary at RKO. 

Ralph Wheelwright checked in at 
Metro after six weeks in New York 
and Washington. 

Madge Bellamy, former star, visit- 
ing old friends on the Universa)- 
International lot. 

Arthur Sachson in from New York 
for sales huddlés with his boss, 
Samuel Goldwyn. 

George Oppenheimer hospitalized 
with a recurrence of malaria, in- 
curred in military service. 

J, J. Shubert is due in town this 
week for huddles with Mae West 
about her “Come On Up” show. 

Don Martin out of the hospital 
after spinal surgery but will require 
a month of rest before returning to 
work, 

Jimmy McHugh returned from 
Washington, where he. received a 
Presidential citation for war ac- 
tivities. 

John Ford and Merian Cooper in 
from Mexico City, where they 
wound up production details on 
“The Fugitive.” 

Mare Cochran drew the Civilian 
Service Award from the War De- 

rtment for overseas work with 

SCO°Camp Shows. 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope were 
jolted, but not seriously, when a 
phoney airplane in which they were 


riding dropped to the ground, about 
tasia” (RKO) for fourth time at his 


10 feet. 
Savoy, Sydney. Philadelphia 


Ollie Campbell, one of best-known By Si Shaltz 
poster designers in Aussie, died Jeff Keen, striking Philly Record 
after serious illness. columnist, is ailing at his home. 

Comic Tommy Trinder may do; Joey Kearns, WCAU musical di- 
quick tour of New Zealand before | rector, has added another CBS shot 
swinging home to London, for his orchestra. 

Ella Shields a big success for Dave Benefit for Newspaper Guild 
Martin at Tivoli, Sydney, on two-a- | strikers at “Carrot and Club” netted 
day. It’s her third Aussie trip. $800 for strike welfare fund. 

Don and Gordon Waterman, asso- Clarence Furhman, musical direc- 
| ciated with the Waterman film cir-|tor at KYW, has again been signed 
| cuit, are en Toute to U. S. for a visit. | for summer stint at Willow Grove 
| Bill Osborne, Monogram’s man- } Park. 

; ager, is having an office in Film Mutual's “20 Questions Show” will 
| House set up by British Empire | appear at Philly's Educational Week 
| Films, Aussie distribs for Mono. for the Blind at Gimbel’s Auditorium 
| Williamson - Tait will revive|on Feb. 27. 

,“Smilin’ Thru” in Sydney for brief Clinton W. Smulien, veteran sports 
'span. “Gay Rosalinda,” with Irish |show operator, has purchased the 
star Tara Barry, debuts late Febru- | Philly Record’s annual outdoors ex- 
ary. position to be held week of Feb. 28. 

Rafael Kubelik, conductor of the Florence Cowanova, prexy of 
Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, will | Philly chapter of Dancing Masters 
do an eight-week concert tour of |of America, is set for her 25th an- 
| Aussie for the Australian Broadcast-|nual recital at the Academy of 
ing Commission, | Mustie 


} 

| Wilk, to Belgium before returning to 
| Hollywood camerawork a‘ter leav- 
| 
| 


ing the Army. 

Renee Brasier, long time business 
| manager of the New York Herald 
| Tribune European edition, getting a 
Legion of Honor. 

Sauveur Nahon, formerly with 

Sayag at the Ambassadeur theatre, 
| now to rep Cliff Fischer here vice 
| Georges Boronski. 
_ Sacha Guitry reportedly attempt- 
ing to book the Royal Opera in 
Cairo, despite some objections by 
the local press there. 

Etienne Descombey, U.’s French 
manager, busy getting hotel reser- 
vations for the company’s forthcom- 
ing continental convention. 

Lucien Vincy, formerly of the 
Grand Guignol, taking his own 
company on tour to give the sticks 
a taste of this kind of show. 

Maud Lamy, French starlet re- 
cently elected Miss Cinemonde, 
leaving for a month in Hollywood as 
guest of the Paramount studios. 

Danielle Darrieux likely to marry 
for the third time, actor Pierre 
Louis being mentioned. She first 
was married to director Henri De- 
coin, then to diplomat Porfirio 
Rubirosa. 

William Friedberg, representing 
Duke International, taking a print of 
“Voyage Surprise,” a Roland Tual 
production, for preeming in N. Y. 
on the same day it will open et the 
Marignan here, in May. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Warner's “Mildred Pierce” is a hit 
at Regent, Sydney, for Hoyts. 

First Royal Fair in Sydney since 
World War II is set for March. 

Eric Porter, local pic producer, 
getting set for his second film, titled 
“Storm Hill,” 

Peter Dawson is reviving “Fan- 






































Wednesday, February 19, 1947 
VARIETY 





















th lla@i wT 
week and its sales potélitiamzr= 
enormous. It has great humor, but 








BEST BET 


Open The Dyereler Richard! 


' ls y ,1959 
Count Baste Victor 20-212 





First release of “Richard” which 
will receive good distribution is 
Count Basie’s for Victor. His first 
cutting under his new RCA contract, 
this may turn out to be the best- 
selling platter the Count ever made. 


It is a superb job—and its taste is 
above reproach. 


Vocal is by Harry Edison, Basie’s ‘ 


gin en 
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great trumpet man, and Bill Johnson 


































competently. Basie’s extraordinary 
piano is heard throughout the pro- 
ceedings and is extremely effective. 
If you must have “Open the Door, 
What’s-His-Name,” Basie’s is the 
version to get. We do not consider 
it deep crystal-gazing to predict it 
will be a terrific seller. For one 
thing, it is virtually without: com- 
petition, It is coupled with “Me and 
the Blues,” which has a vocal by Ann 
Moore. Side is a nice job, but it 
doesn't appear as if many people will 
get a chance to hear it on the 
nickelodeons. 

Now we'd like 
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shellac debut with a Capitg 
ing of “At Your 
Keep : 
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LEO OE RRR Cp. 
aes 


| with the beat band. of bis carecr! 
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iv RECORDS WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 








—and handled, by the way, very > 
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